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berger luckmann refers to the influential sociological partnership between
Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann, whose collaborative work has
significantly shaped the understanding of social reality and knowledge
construction. Their seminal book, "The Social Construction of Reality,"
published in 1966, laid the foundation for the social constructionist
perspective, emphasizing how everyday knowledge and institutions are created
and maintained through social interactions. Berger Luckmann's theories
explore the processes by which individuals and societies produce and sustain
shared meanings, focusing on concepts such as typification,
institutionalization, and legitimation. This article delves into the key
ideas and contributions of Berger Luckmann, their impact on sociology and
related disciplines, and the continuing relevance of their work in
contemporary social theory. The following sections provide a comprehensive
overview of their biography, main theoretical concepts, methodological
approaches, and practical applications in social sciences.

Biography and Intellectual Background of Berger and Luckmann

The Social Construction of Reality: Core Concepts

Key Theoretical Contributions

Methodological Approaches in Berger Luckmann’s Work

Impact and Applications in Sociology and Beyond

Biography and Intellectual Background of Berger
and Luckmann
Peter L. Berger was an Austrian-born American sociologist known for his
extensive work in sociology of knowledge and religion, while Thomas Luckmann
was a German-American sociologist specializing in phenomenology and social
theory. Both scholars brought diverse intellectual traditions to their
collaboration, which enriched their analysis of social reality. Their
partnership culminated in the groundbreaking publication of "The Social
Construction of Reality," which combined Berger’s sociological perspective
with Luckmann’s phenomenological insights. Prior to their collaboration,
Berger had focused on religion and social theory, whereas Luckmann’s
expertise lay in phenomenological sociology, particularly the works of Alfred
Schutz. Their shared interest in understanding how humans create and sustain
social order through everyday interactions led to the development of a robust
framework that challenged positivist and objectivist views of knowledge.



The Social Construction of Reality: Core
Concepts
The central thesis of Berger Luckmann’s work is that reality is socially
constructed through ongoing processes of interaction, communication, and
interpretation. This perspective emphasizes that what people take as
“reality” is not an objective truth but a product of social agreements and
institutional frameworks. Their theory rests on several key concepts that
explain how social knowledge is created and maintained.

Typification
Typification refers to the process by which individuals categorize and
interpret experiences based on pre-existing social patterns and shared
understandings. Through typification, people create mental schemas or “types”
that help them navigate the social world efficiently. Berger Luckmann argued
that typifications are essential for communication, enabling individuals to
anticipate behavior and maintain social order.

Institutionalization
Institutionalization is the process through which repeated social actions
become established as enduring structures or institutions. These institutions
embody collective meanings and norms that guide behavior within a society.
Berger Luckmann highlighted that institutionalization transforms subjective
meanings into objective social realities that appear natural and
unquestioned.

Legitimation
Legitimation involves the justification and validation of social institutions
and practices. It provides the normative framework that explains why certain
social arrangements are accepted and maintained. According to Berger and
Luckmann, legitimation is crucial for the stability of social order, as it
reassures members of society about the appropriateness of existing
structures.

Key Theoretical Contributions
Berger Luckmann advanced several important sociological theories that have
influenced contemporary thought on knowledge, identity, and social order.
Their work challenges the notion of objective reality by emphasizing the role
of language, interaction, and culture in shaping human experience.



Social Constructionism: Their pioneering articulation of social
constructionism argues that knowledge and reality are products of social
processes rather than fixed entities.

Phenomenology of the Social World: Integrating phenomenological
insights, they focused on the subjective experience of individuals and
how it interacts with social structures.

Dialectic of Externalization, Objectivation, and Internalization: They
proposed a cyclical process explaining how individuals create social
realities (externalization), how these realities take on an objective
status (objectivation), and how individuals internalize these realities
as part of their consciousness.

Everyday Life as the Foundation of Society: Berger Luckmann emphasized
the significance of routine interactions and practical knowledge in
sustaining social order.

Methodological Approaches in Berger Luckmann’s
Work
Berger Luckmann’s theoretical framework has methodological implications for
sociological research, particularly in qualitative studies. Their approach
advocates for an analysis of everyday life and the processes by which social
meanings are constructed and maintained.

Interpretive Sociology
Drawing from Weberian sociology and phenomenology, Berger Luckmann endorse
interpretive methods that seek to understand the subjective meanings and
intentions behind social action. This involves detailed examination of
language, symbols, and routines as vehicles of social construction.

Ethnomethodology and Conversation Analysis
Their work laid groundwork that influenced ethnomethodology, a methodological
approach focused on how people produce and recognize social order in everyday
interactions. Conversation analysis, as a related technique, examines the
structure and patterns of talk-in-interaction, reinforcing the significance
of communication in constructing reality.



Qualitative Data and Case Studies
Berger Luckmann’s framework supports the use of qualitative data, including
interviews, participant observation, and narrative analysis, to explore how
social actors create and negotiate meanings. This approach highlights the
fluidity of social reality and the active role of individuals in shaping
their environment.

Impact and Applications in Sociology and Beyond
The influence of Berger Luckmann extends beyond sociology into fields such as
anthropology, psychology, communication studies, and education. Their social
constructionist perspective has become foundational in understanding how
knowledge is culturally and socially mediated.

Education and Socialization
Their theories have been applied to analyze processes of socialization and
education, demonstrating how individuals learn societal norms and internalize
institutional knowledge through interaction and communication.

Media and Communication Studies
Berger Luckmann’s insights contribute to media studies by explaining how
media representations shape collective understandings of reality, influencing
public perception and cultural norms.

Organizational Studies
In organizational theory, their concepts of institutionalization and
legitimation help explain how organizational cultures and structures are
formed, maintained, and transformed over time.

Psychology and Identity Formation
Their work informs psychological theories of identity by emphasizing the
social context of self-construction and the ongoing negotiation of personal
and collective identities.

Enhanced understanding of knowledge as a social product

Framework for analyzing institutional power and legitimacy



Basis for critical theory and postmodern critiques of truth

Influence on qualitative research methodologies

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann?
Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann were sociologists best known for their
collaborative work in developing the theory of social constructionism,
especially through their influential book 'The Social Construction of
Reality' published in 1966.

What is the main idea of Berger and Luckmann's 'The
Social Construction of Reality'?
The main idea is that reality is socially constructed through human
interaction, meaning that what we consider to be 'reality' is shaped by
cultural and social processes rather than existing independently.

How did Berger and Luckmann define 'social
construction'?
Berger and Luckmann defined social construction as the process by which
people creatively shape reality through social interaction and shared
meanings, making certain ideas and institutions appear natural or objective.

What role do institutions play in Berger and
Luckmann's theory?
Institutions are seen as stabilized patterns of social behavior that have
been socially constructed and objectified, providing structure and continuity
to social life.

How does Berger and Luckmann's theory impact the
study of sociology?
Their theory emphasizes the importance of understanding how social realities
are created and maintained, influencing fields like sociology, anthropology,
and communication studies by highlighting the subjective nature of social
facts.



What is the significance of language in Berger and
Luckmann's work?
Language is crucial because it is the primary medium through which social
realities are constructed, maintained, and transmitted across generations.

Can Berger and Luckmann's social constructionism be
applied to modern social media?
Yes, social media platforms exemplify social constructionism as users
collectively create and negotiate meanings, identities, and realities through
online interactions.

How do Berger and Luckmann explain the process of
'institutionalization'?
Institutionalization is the process by which habitualized actions become
established social institutions that guide behavior and are taken for granted
as objective reality.

What is the difference between 'subjective reality'
and 'objective reality' in their theory?
Subjective reality refers to the individual's internal perceptions and
experiences, while objective reality consists of the social facts and
institutions that appear external and independent of individuals.

Why is Berger and Luckmann's work still relevant
today?
Their work remains relevant because it provides a framework for understanding
how social phenomena, including identity, culture, and knowledge, are
constructed and can change over time, especially in rapidly evolving
societies.

Additional Resources
1. The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of
Knowledge
This foundational work by Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann explores how
knowledge and reality are constructed through social interactions. The book
introduces key concepts such as habitualization, institutionalization, and
legitimation. It remains essential reading for understanding how societies
create and maintain a shared sense of reality.

2. The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a Sociological Theory of Religion



In this influential book, Peter L. Berger analyzes the role of religion in
shaping social reality and providing a "sacred canopy" that offers meaning
and order. The text examines how religion functions as a social institution
that helps individuals cope with existential uncertainties. It also discusses
secularization and the challenges it poses to religious worldviews.

3. Invitation to Sociology: A Humanistic Perspective
Peter L. Berger provides an accessible introduction to sociology, emphasizing
the study of everyday life and social structures. Through engaging examples,
Berger encourages readers to see the familiar in new ways and appreciate the
complexity of social reality. This book serves as a useful primer for those
interested in Berger and Luckmann’s perspectives.

4. Social Constructionism in Context: Readings in the Sociology of Knowledge
This anthology gathers key writings related to social constructionism,
including works influenced by Berger and Luckmann. It offers diverse
viewpoints on how knowledge is socially produced and maintained, providing a
broader context for understanding their theories. The collection is valuable
for students and scholars exploring the sociology of knowledge.

5. Constructing Social Reality
This book builds on the ideas presented by Berger and Luckmann, exploring how
social facts and institutions are created through human action and
interaction. It delves into language, symbols, and communication as tools for
constructing social worlds. The text is instrumental for readers interested
in the dynamics of social construction beyond the foundational theory.

6. Modernity and the Holocaust
While not directly authored by Berger or Luckmann, this work by Zygmunt
Bauman complements their theories by examining how modern social structures
and rationality can lead to catastrophic outcomes. It provides a critical
perspective on the dark side of social institutions and collective knowledge.
The book enriches understanding of the implications of constructed social
realities.

7. Knowledge and Social Structure: Studies in the Sociology of Knowledge
This collection includes essays that expand on the sociology of knowledge, a
field significantly shaped by Berger and Luckmann’s work. The volume
addresses how knowledge is influenced by social positions and power
relations. It is essential for those seeking to explore the intersections
between knowledge, society, and culture.

8. Language and Social Reality: Constructing the Social World
Focusing on the role of language, this book discusses how linguistic
practices contribute to the construction of social reality, echoing themes
from Berger and Luckmann. It analyzes speech acts, narratives, and discourse
as mechanisms through which social order is produced and maintained. The text
is key for understanding the communicative aspects of social construction.

9. Everyday Life and Sociological Imagination
Inspired by Berger and Luckmann’s emphasis on the everyday, this book



investigates how routine interactions shape broader social structures. It
encourages readers to apply sociological imagination to ordinary experiences,
revealing the complexity beneath daily life. The work highlights the
continuous process of constructing and reconstructing social reality.
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  berger luckmann: The Social Construction of Reality Peter L. Berger, Thomas Luckmann,
1967-07-11 Called the fifth-most important sociological book of the 20th century by the International
Sociological Association, this groundbreaking study of knowledge introduces the concept of social
construction into the social sciences for the first time. In it, Berger and Luckmann reformulate the
task of the sociological subdicipline that, since Max Scheler, has been known as the sociology of
knowledge.
  berger luckmann: Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory Scott Appelrouth,
Laura Desfor Edles, 2008 A unique hybrid of text and readings, this book combines the major
writings of sociology′s core classical and contemporary theorists with an historical as well as
theoretical framework for understanding them. Laura Desfor Edles and Scott A Appelrouth provide
not just a biographical and theoretical summary of each theorist/reading, but an overarching
scaffolding which students can use to examine, compare and contrast each theorists′ major themes
and concepts. No other theory text combines such student-friendly explanation and analysis with
original theoretical works. Key features include: * Pedagogical devices and visual aids - charts,
figures and photographs - to help summarize key concepts, illuminate complex ideas and provoke
student interest * Chapters on well-known figures, such as Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Parsons and
Foucault as well as an in-depth discussion of lesser known voices, such as Charlotte Perkins-Gilman,
WEB Du Bois, and Leslie Sklair * Photos of not only the theorists, but of the historical milieu from
which the theories arose as well as a glossary at the back
  berger luckmann: An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion Inger Furseth, Pål Repstad,
2017-03-02 Is it true that religion is weakening in modern times, or are we facing religious
resurgence? What is fundamentalism? How does it emerge and grow? What role does religion play in
ethnic and national conflicts? Is religion a fundamental driving force or do political leaders use
religion for their own purposes? Do all religions oppress women? These are some of the questions
addressed in this book. An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion provides an overview of
sociological theories of contemporary religious life. Some chapters are organized according to topic.
Others offer brief presentations of classical and contemporary sociologists from Karl Marx to
Zygmunt Bauman and their perspectives on social life, including religion. Throughout the book,
illustrations and examples are taken from several religious traditions.
  berger luckmann: Symbolic Interaction and Ethnographic Research Robert C. Prus,
1996-01-01 Examines a series of theoretical and methodological issues faced by social scientists in
interpretive and ethnographic studies of human group life.
  berger luckmann: Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era Scott Appelrouth, Laura
Desfor Edles, 2010-11-29 Uses a proven text/reader hybrid format to introduce contemporary
theorists, their original works, and a theoretical framework for understanding them Praise for
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Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era Current users of most other theory texts should take
notice of Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era, as it rivals existing volumes with its
accessibility and its selections. --Dustin Kidd, Temple University, TEACHING SOCIOLOGY, Vol. 36,
2008 (April: 161-184) Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era, Second Edition, combines
well-edited, important original writings from sociology's core contemporary theorists with
introductory text that provides a historical and theoretical framework for understanding them.
Authors Scott Appelrouth and Laura Desfor Edles use this unique text/reader approach to introduce
students to contemporary sociological theory in a lively and engaging fashion. The text/reader
provides not only a biographical and theoretical summary of each theorist's works but also an
overarching scaffolding that students can use to examine, compare, and contrast each theorist's
major themes and concepts. The book also offers discussions of past social and intellectual milieus to
provide a holistic picture of the development of the theories discussed. Contributor to the SAGE
Teaching Innovations and Professional Development Award
  berger luckmann: The Structure of Social Inconsistencies R. Grathoff, 1970-07-31 Few
phenomena have found such divergent descriptions in sociological lit erature as have social
inconsistencies. They were studied by George Herbert Mead as eruptive natural events constituting
a social temporality. Alfred SchUtz described them as explosions of the individual actor's
anticipatory action patterns. Talcott Parsons attempted to grasp social inconsistencies into his frame
of pattern variables, while Erving Goffman dealt with them as disruptions of fostered impressions of
reality maintained by one or the other dominant team. The present study traces these divergent
approaches back to various un checked assumptions concerning the structure and the constitution of
social types. Thus, to further clarify the relationship between social types and the relevance
structure of interactional situations has been my first objective. This initially rather limited intention
widened when the role of social incon sistencies for analysing the differences between play, game,
and social action proper in the immediate context of social interaction became apparent. The
structure of social inconsistencies seems to hold a key to unifying the theo ries of play and social
,action.
  berger luckmann: Evandro Agazzi: Right, Wrong and Science , 2016-09-12 Solving the problem
of the negative impact of science and technology on society and the environment is indeed the
greatest challenge of our time. To date, this challenge has been taken up by few professional
philosophers of science, making this volume a welcome contribution to the general debate. Agazzi’s
treatment involves viewing modern science and technology as each constituting systems. Against the
background of this approach, he provides a penetrating analysis of science, technology and ethics,
and their interrelations. Agazzi sees the solution to the problem as lying in the moral sphere and
including a multilateral assumption of responsibility on the part of decision makers both within and
outside of science.
  berger luckmann: Sociology of Law as the Science of Norms Håkan Hydén, 2021-12-28 This
book proposes the study of norms as a method of explaining human choice and behaviour by
introducing a new scientific perspective. The science of norms may here be broadly understood as a
social science which includes elements from both the behavioural and legal sciences. It is given that
a science of norms is not normative in the sense of prescribing what is right or wrong in various
situations. Compared with legal science, sociology of law has an interest in the operational side of
legal rules and regulation. This book develops a synthesizing social science approach to better
understand societal development in the wake of the increasingly significant digital technology. The
underlying idea is that norms as expectations today are not primarily related to social expectations
emanating from human interactions but come from systems that mankind has created for fulfilling
its needs. Today the economy, via the market, and technology via digitization, generate stronger and
more frequent expectations than the social system. By expanding the sociological understanding of
norms, the book makes comparisons between different parts of society possible and creates a more
holistic understanding of contemporary society. The book will be of interest to academics and
researchers in the areas of sociology of law, legal theory, philosophy of law, sociology and social



psychology.
  berger luckmann: The Dynamics and Evolution of Social Systems Jürgen Klüver,
2000-07-31 The central topic of this book is the mathematical analysis of social systems, understood
in the following rather classical way: social systems consist of social actors who interact according
to specific rules of interactions; the dynamics of social systems is then the consequences of these
interactions, viz., the self-organization of social systems. According to particular demands of their
environment, social systems are able to behave in an adaptive manner, that is they can change their
rules of interaction by certain meta rules and thus generate a meta dynamics. It is possible to model
and analyse mathematically both dynamics and meta dynamics, using cellular automata and genetic
algorithms. These tools allow social systems theory to be carried through as precisely as the theories
of natural systems, a feat that has not previously been possible. Readership: Researchers and
graduate students in the fields of theoretical sociology and social and general systems theory and
other interested scientists. No specialised knowledge of mathematics and/or computer science is
required.
  berger luckmann: Paul and Power Bengt Holmberg, 2004-09-27 The study of the evolution of
church structure and order has been subject to considerable research and debate, often with
theological presuppositions determining the direction taken. In this highly original work, Bengt
Holmberg separates historical groundwork from theological analysis by reviewing the issues from a
sociological point of view. What emerges is an unusually lucid study of the network of power
relationships which can be traced in the decades of St. Paul's ministry. The principal actors and
situations in the Pauline Epistles suggest what the organizational and leadership realities of the
times were like and how Paul, his co-workers, and his churches related to one another. In Part One,
Holmberg provides a historical description of the distribution of power at three levels in the
primitive church: that between the church in Jerusalem and the apostle Paul; at the regional level
where Paul operates in local churches personally, through co-workers and by letters; and at the local
intrachurch level. In Part Two, Holmberg develops a sociological analysis of the shape and location
of authority in the church. He examines the New Testament literature for evidence and then
interprets it in terms of categories derived from modern theoretical sociology, and in particular from
Max Weber's sociology of authority. Holmberg describes the nature of authority in the early church
and concludes that a charismatic authority was continuously reinstitutionalized through interaction
of persons, institutions, and social forces within the church. This persuasive and provocative study
combines serious New Testament interpretation with sociological analysis of a crucial issue in
earliest Christianity. It advances the case of sociological exegesis by offering a model for further
investigations of the entire structure of church leadership and authority in emergent Christianity.
  berger luckmann: No Partiality Douglas R. Sharp, 2002-01-01 Douglas Sharp explores the
theoretical constructions of race, including its psychological, sociopolitical and socioeconomic
dimensions. Finally Sharp carefully weaves a theological model of racial reconciliation for a new
humanity.
  berger luckmann: Theory and Methods Chris Philo, 2017-05-15 This volume tackles the
complex terrain of theory and methods, seeking to exemplify the major philosophical,
social-theoretic and methodological developments - some with clear political and ethical implications
- that have traversed human geography since the era of the 1960s when spatial science came to the
fore. Coverage includes Marxist and humanistic geographies, and their many variations over the
years, as well as ongoing debates about agency-structure and the concepts of time, space, place and
scale. Feminist and other 'positioned' geographies, alongside poststructuralist and posthumanist
geographies, are all evidenced, as well as writings that push against the very 'limits' of what human
geography has embraced over these fifty plus years. The volume combines readings that are
well-known and widely accepted as 'classic', with readings that, while less familiar, are valuable in
how they illustrate different possibilities for theory and method within the discipline. The volume
also includes a substantial introduction by the editor, contextualising the readings, and in the
process providing a new interpretation of the last half-century of change within the thoughts and



practices of human geography.
  berger luckmann: A Different Society Altogether Roar Høstaker, 2014-06-26 What is a society?
Within sociology and political science, theoretical debates are typically concerned with how societies
can be studied in the best possible way. Despite the importance of these epistemological questions,
it is timely to ask what kinds of entities compose society, what the relationship between them might
be and whether humans may be said to live in ‘societies’ at all. How do we conceive of a sociological
theory that takes these fundamental – and more ontological – problems seriously? This book
suggests some solutions based on the anthropology of science of Bruno Latour and the philosophy of
Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari. The central argument is that these thinkers provide perspectives
which can both reinvigorate the theoretical debates within sociology and provide better analytical
tools for social research. Although sociology does not adhere to the letter of Durkheim’s dictum that
society should be studied as an object, or of Weber’s theory that only meaningful relations are of
interest, it still owes these two forefathers a great deal. Their intellectual influence has made it
notoriously difficult to reconceptualize social thought from within the discipline itself. As a result,
sociology has become entrenched in an unwarranted anthropocentrism, an inability to integrate
language and technical objects as part of its analytical foundation, and a marked subordination to
‘state thinking’. By introducing concepts like the collective of humans and non-humans, event, plane
and assemblage, this book indicates new avenues for empirical research which will make a break
away from the established patterns possible. Unfortunately, many previous applications of Deleuze
and Guattari’s thinking within the social sciences leave much to be desired. A recurrent
phenomenon has been the rather imprecise treatment of their concepts. Furthermore, analyses of
their concepts are not much more than meta-commentaries on meta-commentaries. To redress these
shortcomings, this book presents a more thorough reception of this body of philosophy within the
framework of sociological theory.
  berger luckmann: The Structures of Virtue and Vice Daniel J. Daly, 2021-02-01 Daly uses
the lens of virtue and vice to reimagine a Catholic ethics that can better scrutinize the social forces
that both affect our moral character and contribute to human well-being or human suffering,
creating a framework to respond virtuously to problems caused by global social systems, from
poverty to climate change.
  berger luckmann: Faithful Science Alistair J. McKitterick, 2022-03-17 This thesis studies the
impact of teaching intelligent design to evangelical students. Science is often presented as a reason
why some find sharing their faith difficult in a secular culture: teaching the science of intelligent
design enables Christians to initiate conversations and overcome obstacles with those whose
worldview is more Darwinian and materialist. The professional doctoral research employs both
action research and practical theology. Lin Norton's pedagogical action research provides the
structure for the qualitative research and thematic analysis, showing that students find learning
about intelligent design empowering for evangelism. Richard Osmer's model of practical theology
enables an interdisciplinary reflection on how intelligent design challenges Western secular culture.
Intelligent design is seen as the most integrative of all the different ways of relating science and
theology. Theologically, teaching intelligent design is like teaching a modern parable to
contemporary society and, just like the Gospel parables, some respond with faith and some reject it.
Evangelical students find learning about it both liberating and empowering in their ability to share
their faith more confidently with others, especially in schools and youth groups.
  berger luckmann: Religious Studies Walter H. Capps, 1995 Since its inception almost 200
years ago, the study of religion has informed, enlightened, provoked, and challenged our notions of
humanity's deepest beliefs and longings. Now Walter Capps, nationally recognized for the quality
and depth of his teaching, has written the first full-scale introduction to the history and methods of
religious studies. To assess the many points of view in this mature but diffuse discipline. Capps uses
the idea that four basic of fundamental questions and three enduring interests have given formal
structure to the study of religion: the essence of religion; the origin of religion, descriptions of
religion; the function of religion, the language of religion, comparisons of religion and, the future of



religious studies. In this way Capps relates the chief insights and theories of philosophy,
anthropology, phenomenology, sociology, and theology of religion, and spotlights theorists from
Immanuel Kant to Mircea Eliade. His valuable text unites in a single narrative and conceptual
framework the major methodological proposals for the academic study of religion; treats all the
major theorists in their respective disciplines, schools of thought, and intellectual movements; treats
the whole discipline as a dynamic and evolving tradition. Religious Studies constitutes not only an
erudite introduction to the field, exhibiting vast scholarship and careful assessment, but also a bold
synthetic proposal for its future.
  berger luckmann: Knowledge and Social Structure Peter Hamilton, 2014-08-13 The primary
concern of this study is to present, elucidate and analyse the developments which have
characterized the sociology of knowledge, and which have set for it the outlines of its major
problematics. Peter Hamilton examines the most distinctive approaches to the determinate
relationship between knowledge and social structure. He considers the three main ‘pre-paradigms’
of the sociology of knowledge based on the work of Marx, Durkheim and Weber, and looks at the
contribution of Scheler, Mannheim and phenomenological studies to this complex field. He explores
the intellectual context, particularly that of Enlightenment philosophy, in which the problems
involved in producing a sociology of knowledge first came to light. In conclusion, the author
suggests an inclusive perspective for approaching the difficulties posed in any attempt to describe
and explain relations between knowledge and social structure.
  berger luckmann: Environmental Adaptation and Eco-cultural Habitats Johannes
Schubert, 2015-10-23 In this challenging and highly original book, the author tackles the dynamic
relationships between physical nature and societies over time. It is argued that within each
eco-cultural habitat, the relationship between physical nature and society is mediated by specific
entanglements between technologies, institutions, and cultural values. These habitat-specific
entanglements are neither ecologically nor culturally predetermined, but result from mutual
adaptation based on variation (trial and error) and selection. It is shown how a variety of eco-cultural
habitats evolves from this coevolutionary process. The book explores how these varieties come into
being and how their specific characteristics affect the capacity to cope with environmental or social
problems such as flooding or unemployment. There are two case studies illustrating the potential of
a coevolutionary understanding of the society-nature nexus. In the first, rural and urban settlement
structures are conceptualized as distinct paths of eco-cultural adaptation. It is shown that each of
these paths is characterized by predictable spatial correspondences between dwelling technologies,
modes of social reproduction, cultural preferences, and related patterns in energy consumption (i.e.
social metabolism). The second case study deals with flood protection in liberal and coordinated eco,
welfare, and production regimes, drawing on lessons from the Netherlands and Hurricane Katrina in
New Orleans. As a contribution to theory in environmental sociology, the coevolutionary perspective
developed provides deeper insights into the intricate interplay between physical and social nature.
  berger luckmann: Jewish Studies Between the Disciplines / Judaistik zwischen den Disziplinen
Klaus Herrmann, Margarete Schlüter, Giuseppe Veltri, 2003-06-01 Peter Schäfer who celebrated his
60th birthday on 29 June 2003 has left a decidedly firm imprint on the young discipline Jewish
Studies in Germany, which could only be set up at a German university after the Shoah. For
someone directing a “small” academic institution he has managed during his academic career to
guide and influence a strikingly large number of students in their scholarly pursuits in the field. The
collected essays of this volume encompass quite a variety of topics, whereby the focal points in Peter
Schäfer’s own research are not difficult to recognize in the themes chosen by his former students:
mysticism and magic are most conspicuous, followed by Rabbinic Judaism and the studies on the
Middle Ages and the Early Modern and Modern Periods. Of note is also the fact that the
methodological approaches of these contributions are no less manifold than their themes. Part of the
contributions of this book were submitted in English, and all the German-language texts have an
English summary or abstract.
  berger luckmann: The Communicative Construction of Europe Andreas Hepp, Monika Elsler,



Swantje Lingenberg, Anne Mollen, Johanna Möller, Anke Offerhaus, Keith Sword, Dimitry V
Pospielovsky, 2016-01-26 Based on a 12-year long project, this book demonstrates the contested
character of the communicative construction of Europe. It does so by combining an investigation of
journalistic practices with content analysis of print media, an examination of citizens' online
interactions and audience studies with European citizens.
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