
black history in britain
black history in britain traces the rich and diverse experiences of Black
individuals and communities from the earliest recorded times to the present
day. This narrative reveals the profound impact Black people have had on
British society, culture, and history despite often being marginalized or
overlooked. Understanding black history in Britain involves exploring the
arrival of African and Caribbean peoples, their roles in British wars and
industry, and their contributions to arts, politics, and civil rights
movements. This article examines key periods and figures that have shaped the
Black British experience, highlighting the ongoing struggle for equality and
recognition. By delving into these significant aspects, readers gain a
comprehensive appreciation of how black history in Britain forms an integral
part of the nation’s identity. The following sections will guide this
exploration in detail.

Early Presence and Origins of Black People in Britain

Black British Contributions to War and Industry

Cultural and Social Impact of Black Communities

Civil Rights and Political Activism

Contemporary Black British Identity and Legacy

Early Presence and Origins of Black People in
Britain
The history of black people in Britain dates back to Roman times when African
soldiers and traders arrived on the island. Archaeological evidence, such as
the discovery of a 4th-century Black Roman soldier’s remains in York,
confirms the early presence of Africans in Britain. During the medieval
period, records show African individuals living in England, often serving as
servants, musicians, or scholars in royal courts.

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the transatlantic slave trade and British
colonial expansion brought more Africans and people of African descent to
Britain. Many arrived as enslaved people, sailors, or servants, particularly
in port cities like London, Bristol, and Liverpool. Despite the hardships,
these early Black residents contributed to the economic and social fabric of
Britain.



Roman and Medieval African Presence
Black soldiers and settlers were integrated within the Roman legions
stationed in Britain, indicating early multicultural interactions. In
medieval England, historical documents mention Black individuals in roles
ranging from ecclesiastical positions to entertainers, suggesting a more
nuanced presence than previously assumed.

Slavery and Servitude in Early Modern Britain
The rise of the British Empire and involvement in the slave trade led to an
increase in Black people living in Britain, though often in subjugated roles.
Enslaved Africans were brought as personal servants by wealthy families,
while others worked in maritime industries. This period laid the groundwork
for the evolving Black British population.

Black British Contributions to War and Industry
Black individuals have played crucial roles in British military history and
the nation’s industrial development. From fighting in both World Wars to
contributing labor in factories and shipyards, their participation has been
significant yet frequently underrecognized.

Black Soldiers in British Military History
Black soldiers have served Britain in numerous conflicts, notably during
World War I and World War II. Many Caribbean and African men enlisted or were
conscripted, fighting bravely on various fronts. Their service helped
challenge racial prejudices and demonstrated loyalty and courage in the face
of adversity.

Industrial and Economic Contributions
During the Industrial Revolution and beyond, Black laborers contributed to
Britain's expanding industries. In port cities, Black sailors and dockworkers
supported trade and commerce. Additionally, Black immigrants played essential
roles in the post-war rebuilding efforts, especially in sectors like
transportation and manufacturing.

Participation in both World Wars as soldiers and support staff

Work in shipyards, docks, and factories during industrial growth

Contribution to post-war economic recovery and infrastructure



Cultural and Social Impact of Black Communities
Black communities in Britain have enriched the nation’s cultural landscape
through music, literature, art, and cuisine. From the emergence of Afro-
Caribbean cultural expressions to the influence on British popular culture,
these contributions have shaped modern British identity.

Music and the Arts
Black British musicians and artists have introduced genres such as reggae,
ska, and grime, influencing the UK’s music scene profoundly. Writers and
poets have brought Black British experiences to the forefront, addressing
themes of identity, migration, and social justice.

Community and Social Organizations
Black British communities have established numerous cultural and social
organizations aimed at preserving heritage and advocating for rights. These
groups have fostered a sense of belonging while promoting awareness of Black
history in Britain.

Civil Rights and Political Activism
The fight for civil rights and racial equality has been a central theme in
black history in Britain. Activists and organizations have challenged
systemic racism, discrimination, and social injustice throughout the 20th and
21st centuries.

Notable Figures in Black British Activism
Leaders such as Claudia Jones, Paul Stephenson, and Doreen Lawrence have been
pivotal in campaigning for racial equality. Their activism helped bring about
legislative changes and increased public awareness of racial issues in
Britain.

Key Movements and Legislation
Several landmark movements and laws have shaped the civil rights landscape in
Britain, including protests against racial discrimination, the establishment
of the Race Relations Acts, and campaigns for police reform. These efforts
have contributed to gradual progress toward equality.



Contemporary Black British Identity and Legacy
Today, black history in Britain continues to evolve as new generations
explore and redefine their identities. The legacy of past struggles and
achievements informs contemporary discussions about race, culture, and
inclusion in British society.

Modern Black British Culture
Contemporary Black British culture is vibrant and diverse, encompassing a
broad spectrum of experiences and expressions. Black British individuals are
prominent in politics, sports, media, and education, shaping the nation’s
future.

Ongoing Challenges and Opportunities
Despite progress, challenges such as racial inequality and discrimination
persist. However, initiatives promoting education about black history in
Britain and fostering diversity aim to create a more inclusive society that
honors the contributions of Black Britons.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Black History Month in
Britain?
Black History Month in Britain is celebrated every October to recognize and
honor the contributions and history of Black people in the UK. It aims to
educate the public about the cultural, social, and political impact of Black
Britons throughout history.

Who was Mary Seacole and why is she important in
British history?
Mary Seacole was a Jamaican-born nurse who played a significant role during
the Crimean War by providing care to wounded soldiers. She is celebrated as a
pioneering Black nurse and a symbol of courage and compassion in British
history.

How did the Windrush generation influence British
society?
The Windrush generation refers to Caribbean migrants who arrived in Britain
between 1948 and the early 1970s. They significantly contributed to the



rebuilding of post-war Britain, enriching its culture, economy, and society,
despite facing racial discrimination.

What role did Black Britons play in the World Wars?
Black Britons and people from the British colonies served in various
capacities during both World Wars, including as soldiers, sailors, and
laborers. Their contributions were vital to the war efforts, although their
efforts were often historically overlooked.

Who was Claudia Jones and what was her impact in
Britain?
Claudia Jones was a Trinidad-born activist and journalist who founded the
Notting Hill Carnival and advocated for racial equality and social justice in
Britain during the mid-20th century. She is regarded as a key figure in the
British civil rights movement.

What is the history of the Black presence in Britain
before the 20th century?
Black people have been present in Britain since at least Roman times, with
documented individuals in medieval and Tudor periods. Despite their small
numbers, Black Britons contributed to society as sailors, servants, and
artisans well before the 20th century.

How is Black British culture represented in
contemporary Britain?
Black British culture is vibrant and influential, encompassing music genres
like grime and reggae, literature, art, fashion, and cuisine. It reflects the
diverse heritage of Black Britons and plays a significant role in shaping
modern British identity.

What educational initiatives exist to promote Black
history in British schools?
Various initiatives, such as incorporating Black history into the national
curriculum, museums, and community programs, aim to educate students about
Black British history. Organizations like the Black Cultural Archives provide
resources and workshops to support this education.

How has the Black Lives Matter movement impacted
discussions about Black history in Britain?
The Black Lives Matter movement has heightened awareness and sparked
nationwide conversations about racial inequality, colonial history, and the



recognition of Black contributions in Britain. It has led to calls for
curriculum reforms, removal of statues linked to slavery, and greater
representation.

Additional Resources
1. Black and British: A Forgotten History by David Olusoga
This groundbreaking book explores the often overlooked history of Black
people in Britain from Roman times to the present day. David Olusoga uncovers
stories of migration, resistance, and cultural contributions, challenging the
traditional narratives of British history. The book combines rigorous
research with engaging storytelling, making it accessible to a wide audience.

2. The Good Immigrant edited by Nikesh Shukla
A collection of essays by British writers of color, this book addresses the
complexities of race, identity, and belonging in contemporary Britain.
Contributors explore personal experiences and societal challenges faced by
Black and minority communities. The anthology provides a powerful commentary
on what it means to be Black and British today.

3. Staying Power: The History of Black People in Britain by Peter Fryer
This seminal work provides a comprehensive history of Black people in
Britain, spanning centuries. Fryer documents the struggles and achievements
of Black communities, highlighting their resilience and influence on British
society. The book remains a foundational text for understanding Black British
history.

4. Brit(ish): On Race, Identity and Belonging by Afua Hirsch
Afua Hirsch combines memoir, history, and journalism to explore the meaning
of race and identity in Britain. She examines the legacy of the British
Empire and its impact on contemporary racial dynamics. The book challenges
readers to rethink notions of Britishness and inclusion.

5. Black in the British Frame: The Black Experience in British Film and
Television by Stephen Bourne
This book traces the representation of Black people in British media, from
early cinema to modern television. Bourne highlights pioneering Black actors,
filmmakers, and the evolving portrayal of Black identities on screen. It
offers insight into the cultural significance of media representation.

6. Windrush: The Irresistible Rise of Multi-Racial Britain by Mike Phillips
and Trevor Phillips
Focusing on the Windrush generation, this book chronicles the arrival and
impact of Caribbean migrants in post-war Britain. The authors explore themes
of race, community, and the challenges faced by migrants in shaping modern
British society. It is an essential read for understanding contemporary
multicultural Britain.

7. Black British History: New Perspectives edited by Hakim Adi and Marika
Sherwood



This collection of essays by leading historians presents fresh research and
perspectives on Black British history. Covering topics from slavery to
activism, the book broadens the historical narrative and highlights the
diversity of Black experiences in Britain. It serves as an important academic
resource.

8. Britain's Black Past by Gretchen Gerzina
Gerzina offers a rich historical account of Black people in Britain, focusing
on their social, cultural, and political contributions. The book explores the
lives of notable figures as well as everyday individuals who shaped British
history. It challenges myths and brings to light overlooked stories.

9. Black Britain: A Photographic History by Paul Gilroy and Stuart Hall
This visually compelling book combines photography with critical essays to
document the Black British experience. It captures moments of struggle,
celebration, and everyday life, providing a vivid portrayal of Black
communities in Britain. The book is both an artistic and historical testament
to Black British identity.
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  black history in britain: Black British History Hakim Adi, 2019-03-15 For over 1500 years
before the Empire Windrush docked on British shores, people of African descent have played a
significant and far-ranging role in the country's history, from the African soldiers on Hadrian's Wall
to the Black British intellectuals who made London a hub of radical, Pan-African ideas. But while
there has been a growing interest in this history, there has been little recognition of the sheer
breadth and diversity of the Black British experience, until now. This collection combines the latest
work from both established and emerging scholars of Black British history. It spans the centuries
from the first Black Britons to the latest African migrants, covering everything from Africans in
Tudor England to the movement for reparations, and the never ending struggles against racism in
between. An invaluable resource for both future scholarship and those looking for a useful
introduction to Black British history, Black British History: New Perspectives has the potential to
transform our understanding of Britain, and of its place in the world.
  black history in britain: The Oxford Companion to Black British History David Dabydeen, John
Gilmore, Cecily Jones, 2007-03-22 This edited work explores the Black experience in the British Isles
from Roman times to the present day. The detailed timeline charts key dates for people and events
from the 2nd century AD to the 21st century.
  black history in britain: An Inconvenient Black History of British Musical Theatre Sean Mayes,
Sarah K. Whitfield, 2021-08-26 A radically urgent intervention, An Inconvenient Black History of
British Musical Theatre: 1900 - 1950 uncovers the hidden Black history of this most influential of
artforms. Drawing on lost archive material and digitised newspapers from the turn of the century
onwards, this exciting story has been re-traced and restored to its rightful place. A vital and
significant part of British cultural history between 1900 and 1950, Black performance practice was
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fundamental to resisting and challenging racism in the UK. Join Mayes (a Broadway- and
Toronto-based Music Director) and Whitfield (a musical theatre historian and researcher) as they
take readers on a journey through a historically-inconvenient and brilliant reality that has long been
overlooked. Get to know the Black theatre community in London's Roaring 20s, and hear about the
secret Florence Mills memorial concert they held in 1928. Acquaint yourself with Buddy Bradley,
Black tap and ballet choreographer, who reshaped dance in British musicals - often to be found at
Noël Coward's apartment for late-night rehearsals, such was Bradley's importance. Meet Jack
Johnson, the first African American Heavyweight Boxing Champion, who toured Britain's theatres
during World War 1 and brought the sounds of Chicago to places like war-weary Dundee. Discover
the most prolific Black theatre practitioner you've never heard of, William Garland, who worked for
40 years across multiple continents and championed Black British performers. Marvel at performers
like cabaret star Mabel Mercer, born in Stafford in 1900, who sang and conducted theatre
orchestras across the UK, as well as Black Birmingham comedian Eddie Emerson, who was
Garland's partner for decades. Many of their names and works have never been included in histories
of the British musical - until now.
  black history in britain: Black Ivory James Walvin, 1994 The brutal story of African slavery in
the British colonies of the West Indies and North America is told with clarity and compassion in this
classic history. James Walvin explores the experiences which bound together slaves from diverse
African backgrounds and explains how slavery transformed the tastes and economy of the Western
world. Although written for readers with no prior knowledge of the subject, Walvins's account is
based on detailed scholarship, drawing on a body of work from the USA, the West Indies and Britain.
All aspects of African slavery up to 1776 are covered; the situation of women, flight and rebellion,
disease and death, the conditions on the slave ships, the abolition campaign and much more. The
narrative is enlivened and personalised by frequent reference to individual lives. For this revised
edition, the author has incorporated recent scholarly findings and updated the notes and
bibliography in order to keep the book current.
  black history in britain: Aspects of British Black History Peter Fryer, 1993
  black history in britain: Staying Power Peter Fryer, 1984 ‘For this retrieval of the lost
histories of black Britain Mr Fryer has my deep gratitude. An invaluable book.’ --Salman Rushdie
  black history in britain: Black and British David Olusoga, 2016-11-03 Winner of the 2017 PEN
Hessell-Tiltman Prize Winner of the Longman History Today Trustees’ Award A Waterstones History
Book of the Year Longlisted for the Orwell Prize Shortlisted for the inaugural Jhalak Prize
'Groundbreaking' - Observer In this vital re-examination of a shared history, historian and
broadcaster David Olusoga tells the rich and revealing story of the long relationship between the
British Isles and the people of Africa and the Caribbean. This edition, fully revised and updated,
features a new chapter encompassing the Windrush scandal and the Black Lives Matter protests of
2020, events which put black British history at the centre of urgent national debate. Black and
British is vivid confirmation that black history can no longer be kept separate and marginalised. It is
woven into the cultural and economic histories of the nation and it belongs to us all. Drawing on new
genealogical research, original records, and expert testimony, Black and British reaches back to
Roman Britain, the medieval imagination, Elizabethan ‘blackamoors’ and the global slave-trading
empire. It shows that the great industrial boom of the nineteenth century was built on American
slavery, and that black Britons fought at Trafalgar and in the trenches of both World Wars. Black
British history is woven into the cultural and economic histories of the nation. It is not a singular
history, but one that belongs to us all. Unflinching, confronting taboos, and revealing hitherto
unknown scandals, Olusoga describes how the lives of black and white Britons have been entwined
for centuries. '[A] comprehensive and important history of black Britain . . . Written with a wonderful
clarity of style and with great force and passion.' – Sunday Times NOW IN THE PICADOR
COLLECTION
  black history in britain: Encyclopedia of Blacks in European History and Culture Eric
Martone, 2008-12-08 Blacks have played a significant part in European civilization since ancient



times. This encyclopedia illuminates blacks in European history, literature, and popular culture. It
emphasizes the considerable scope of black influence in, and contributions to, European culture. The
first blacks arrived in Europe as slaves and later as laborers and soldiers, and black immigrants
today along with others are transforming Europe into multicultural states. This indispensable set
expands our knowledge of blacks in Western civilization. More than 350 essay entries introduce
students and other readers to the white European response to blacks in their countries, the black
experiences and impact there, and the major interactions between Europe and Africa, the
Caribbean, and the United States that resulted in the settling of blacks in Europe. The range of
information presented is impressive, with entries on noted European political, literary, and cultural
figures of black descent from ancient times to the present, major literary works that had a
substantial impact on European perceptions of blacks, black holidays and festivals, the struggle for
civil equality for blacks, the role and influence of blacks in contemporary European popular culture,
black immigration to Europe, black European identity, and much more. Offered as well are entries
on organizations that contributed to the development of black political and social rights in Europe,
representations of blacks in European art and cultural symbols, and European intellectual and
scientific theories on blacks. Individual entries on Britain, Spain, Portugal, France, Italy, Germany,
the Netherlands, Russia, Central Europe, Scandinavia, and Eastern Europe include historical
overviews of the presence and contributions of blacks and discussion of country's role in the African
slave trade and abolition and its colonies in Africa and the Caribbean. Suggestions for further
reading accompany each entry. A chronology, resource guide, and photos complement the text.
  black history in britain: Narrative Projections of a Black British History Eva Ulrike
Pirker, 2012-03-29 Since the mid-1990s, the black experience in Britain has begun to be
(re)negotiated intensely, with a strong focus on history. Narrative Projections of a Black British
History considers narratives that construct, or engage with, aspects of a black British history. Part I
poses the question of what sort of narratives have emerged from, and in turn determine, key events
(such as the iconic 'Windrush' moment) and developments and provides basic insights into
theoretical frameworks. It also offers a large number of comparative readings, considering both
'factual' and 'fictional' forms of representation such as history books, documentary films, life writing,
novels, and drama, and identifies main strands, 'official' narratives and countercurrents. Part II
embarks on close readings and analyses of a selection of narratives that can be classed as reactions
to the 'established' historical culture. Overall, the book draws attention to collective currents and
individual positions, affirmative and critical approaches: Together, they form a representative image
of a specific moment in the ongoing debate about a black British history.
  black history in britain: Black Liverpool R. Costello, 2001 This study serves as a testimony to
Liverpool's great but forgotten early Black community. It tells the story of people whose lives may
have seemed mundane, but whose daily struggles were heroic in a difficult period for Black people.
  black history in britain: Africans in Britain David Killingray, 2012-12-06 This collection of
essays looks at the history of African people in Britain mainly over the past 200 years
  black history in britain: Black History – White History Barbara Korte, Eva Ulrike Pirker,
2014-03-15 Britain's recent historical culture is marked by a shift. As a consequence of new political
directives, black history began to be mainstreamed into the realm of national history from the late
1990s onwards. »Black History – White History« assesses a number of manifestations of this new
cultural historiography on screen and on stage, in museums and other accessible sites, emerging in
the context of two commemorative events: the Windrush anniversary and the 1807 abolition
bicentenary. It inquires into the terms on which the new historical programme could take hold, its
sustainability and its representational politics.
  black history in britain: Essays on the History of Blacks in Britain Jagdish S. Gundara, Ian
Duffield, 1992 Challenges the view still held by many in Britain that a Black presence was only
established there very recently. The text consists of a series of essays which consider the trials and
achievements of Britain's historic Black community and the responses of the state and society to
Black people.



  black history in britain: 100 Great Black Britons Patrick Vernon, Angelina Osborne,
2020-09-24 'An empowering read . . . it is refreshing to see somebody celebrate the role that black
Britons have played in this island's long and complicated history' DAVID LAMMY, author of Tribes,
in 'The best books of 2020', the Guardian 'Timely and so important . . . recognition is long overdue . .
. I would encourage everyone to buy it!' DAWN BUTLER MP A long-overdue book honouring the
remarkable achievements of key Black British individuals over many centuries, in collaboration with
the 100 Great Black Britons campaign founded and run by Patrick Vernon OBE. 'Building on decades
of scholarship, this book by Patrick Vernon and Dr Angelina Osborne brings the biographies of Black
Britons together and vividly expands the historical backdrop against which these hundred men and
women lived their lives.' From the Foreword, by DAVID OLUSOGA 'I am delighted to see the
relaunch of 100 Great Black Britons. For too long the contribution of Britons of African and
Caribbean heritage have been underestimated, undervalued and overlooked' SADIQ KHAN, Mayor of
London Patrick Vernon's landmark 100 Great Black Britons campaign of 2003 was one of the most
successful movements to focus on the role of people of African and Caribbean descent in British
history. Frustrated by the widespread and continuing exclusion of the Black British community from
the mainstream popular conception of 'Britishness', despite Black people having lived in Britain for
over a thousand years, Vernon set up a public poll in which anyone could vote for the Black Briton
they most admired. The response to this campaign was incredible. As a result, a number of Black
historical figures were included on the national school curriculum and had statues and memorials
erected and blue plaques put up in their honour. Mary Seacole was adopted by the Royal College of
Nursing and was given the same status as Florence Nightingale. Children and young people were
finally being encouraged to feel pride in their history and a sense of belonging in Britain. Now, with
this book, Vernon and Osborne have relaunched the campaign with an updated list of names and
accompanying portraits -- including new role models and previously little-known historical figures.
Each entry explores in depth the individual's contribution to British history - a contribution that too
often has been either overlooked or dismissed. In the wake of the 2018 Windrush scandal, and
against the backdrop of Brexit, the rise of right-wing populism and the continuing inequality faced
by Black communities across the UK, the need for this campaign is greater than ever.
  black history in britain: The Memory of Colonialism in Britain and France Itay Lotem,
2021-03-12 This book explores national attitudes to remembering colonialism in Britain and France.
By comparing these two former colonial powers, the author tells two distinct stories about coming to
terms with the legacies of colonialism, the role of silence and the breaking thereof. Examining
memory through the stories of people who incited public conversation on colonialism: activists;
politicians; journalists; and professional historians, this book argues that these actors mobilised the
colonial past to make sense of national identity, race and belonging in the present. In focusing on
memory as an ongoing, politicised public debate, the book examines the afterlife of colonial history
as an element of political and social discourse that depends on actors’ goals and priorities. A
thought-provoking and powerful read that explores the divisive legacies of colonialism through oral
history, this book will appeal to those researching imperialism, collective memory and cultural
identity.
  black history in britain: England, Slaves and Freedom, 1776–1838 James Walvin,
1986-06-18
  black history in britain: Race, Sexuality and Identity in Britain and Jamaica Gemma
Romain, 2017-09-07 This is the first biography of the extraordinary, but ordinary life of, Patrick
Nelson. His experiences touched on some of the most important and intriguing historical themes of
the twentieth century. He was a black migrant to interwar Britain; an aristocrat's valet in rural
Wales; a Black queer man in 1930s London; an artist's model; a law student, a recruit to the
Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps and Prisoner of War during the Second World War. Through his
return to Jamaica after the war and his re-migrations to London in the late 1940s and the early
1960s, he was also witness to post-war Jamaican struggles and the independence movement as well
as the development of London's post-war multi-ethnic migrations. Drawing on a range of archival



materials including letters sent to individuals such as Bloomsbury group artist Duncan Grant (his
former boyfriend and life-long friend), as well as paintings and newspaper articles, Gemma Romain
explores the intersections of these diverse aspects of Nelson's life and demonstrates how such
marginalized histories shed light on our understanding of broader historical themes such as Black
LGBTQ history, Black British history in relation to the London artworld, the history of the Second
World War, and histories of racism, colonialism and empire.
  black history in britain: Black and British: An Illustrated History David Olusoga, 2021-11-11
This beautiful hardback gift book is a stunning visual journey through Black British history for
younger readers by award-winning historian and broadcaster David Olusoga and illustrated by Jake
Alexander and Melleny Taylor. The essential starting place for anyone who wants to learn about
Black British History. David Olusoga’s thought provoking text charts the forgotten histories of Black
people in Britain from Roman times right through to the present day. From Roman Africans
guarding Hadrian’s Wall, to an African trumpeter in the court of Henry the Eighth, Black Georgians
fighting for the abolition of slavery, Black soldiers fighting for Britain in the First World War,
Windrush and right up today. These are the stories that brought us all together in this country.
When did Africans first come to Britain? Who are the well-dressed black children in Georgian
paintings? Why did the American Civil War disrupt the Industrial Revolution? These and many other
questions are answered in this essential introduction to 1800 years of the Black British history. This
children's edition of the bestseller Black and British: A Forgotten History is beautifully illustrated in
full-colour with maps, portrait galleries, timelines, photos and portraits.
  black history in britain: A White Side of Black Britain France Winddance Twine, 2010 An
ethnographic analysis of the racial consciousness of white transracial women who have established
families and had children with black men of African Caribbean heritage in the United Kingdom.
  black history in britain: The Cambridge Companion to British Black and Asian Literature
(1945–2010) Deirdre Osborne, 2016-10-14 This Companion offers a comprehensive account of the
influence of contemporary British Black and Asian writing in British culture. While there are a
number of anthologies covering Black and Asian literature, there is no volume that comparatively
addresses fiction, poetry, plays and performance, and provides critical accounts of the qualities and
impact within one book. It charts the distinctive Black and Asian voices within the body of British
writing and examines the creative and cultural impact that African, Caribbean and South Asian
writers have had on British literature. It analyzes literary works from a broad range of genres, while
also covering performance writing and non-fiction. It offers pertinent historical context throughout,
and new critical perspectives on such key themes as multiculturalism and evolving cultural identities
in contemporary British literature. This Companion explores race, politics, gender, sexuality,
identity, amongst other key literary themes in Black and Asian British literature. It will serve as a
key resource for scholars, graduates, teachers and students alike.
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