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best ap environmental science textbook selections are essential for students aiming to excel in the AP
Environmental Science exam and develop a comprehensive understanding of environmental concepts. Choosing the
right textbook can significantly impact a student's grasp of topics such as ecosystems, biodiversity,
environmental policies, and sustainability practices. This article provides an in-depth review of the best AP
Environmental Science textbooks available, highlighting their features, content quality, and how they align
with the AP curriculum. Additionally, it discusses key factors to consider when selecting a textbook and
offers useful tips for maximizing study effectiveness. Whether for high school students or educators, this guide
aims to facilitate an informed decision in selecting the most suitable environmental science resource. Below is a
detailed table of contents outlining the main topics covered in this comprehensive review.
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Top-Rated Best AP Environmental Science Textbooks

Identifying the best AP Environmental Science textbook requires evaluating several highly recommended titles
that have proven effective for students and educators alike. These textbooks not only cover the breadth of
the AP curriculum but also provide detailed explanations, review questions, and updated scientific data to
enhance learning.

“Environmental Science for AP” by Andrew Friedland and Rick Relyea

The textbook “Environmental Science for AP” by Friedland and Relyea is widely regarded as one of the leading
resources for AP Environmental Science preparation. It offers comprehensive coverage of environmental topics,
including energy resources, ecosystems, pollution, and climate change. The book is structured to align directly
with the AP exam framework, making it easier for students to focus on relevant content. Additionally, it
includes numerous review questions, case studies, and real-world examples to facilitate critical thinking and
application of concepts.

“Living in the Environment” by G. Tyler Miller and Scott Spoolman

Another prominent textbook is “Living in the Environment” by Miller and Spoolman, which is praised for its clear
explanations and engaging writing style. This text emphasizes the interconnectivity between humans and the
environment and integrates current environmental issues. It is suitable for students who benefit from a
narrative approach combined with scientific rigor. The inclusion of detailed graphics and summaries helps
reinforce learning objectives, making it a valuable resource for AP Environmental Science learners.

“Barron’s AP Environmental Science” by Gary S. Thorpe

Barron’s AP Environmental Science textbook offers a blend of content review and practice materials designed
specifically for exam preparation. This resource includes comprehensive subject matter coverage, practice
tests, and detailed answer explanations. It is particularly useful for students seeking structured review



sessions and test-taking strategies alongside textbook learning. The book’s focus on exam-style questions
makes it a practical companion for AP Environmental Science study plans.

Other Notable Textbooks

Several other textbooks are also considered strong contenders for the best AP Environmental Science
textbook, including:

“Environmental Science: Your World, Your Turn” by Jay Withgott and Scott Brennan

“AP Environmental Science Crash Course” by Michael D. Smith

“Prentice Hall Environmental Science” by Miller and Spoolman

Each of these options offers unique strengths, such as concise review materials, interactive features, or in-
depth scientific analysis suitable for varying student needs.

Essential Features of an Effective AP Environmental Science
Textbook

To qualify as the best AP Environmental Science textbook, a resource must exhibit several key features that
facilitate comprehensive understanding and effective exam preparation. These characteristics ensure the
textbook meets educational standards and supports diverse learning styles.

Alignment with the AP Environmental Science Curriculum

A top-tier textbook must closely correspond to the College Board’s AP Environmental Science curriculum
framework. This includes coverage of major topics such as Earth systems and resources, the living world,
population, land and water use, energy resources, pollution, and global change. Accurate alignment
guarantees that students study relevant content and are well-prepared for exam questions.

Clear and Concise Explanations

Complex environmental science concepts should be presented in accessible language, without sacrificing
scientific accuracy. An effective textbook breaks down difficult topics into manageable sections, using
examples and analogies to clarify ideas. This approach enhances comprehension and retention for students at
various academic levels.

Incorporation of Current Environmental Issues

Environmental science is a dynamic field, continuously influenced by new research and global developments. The
best textbooks incorporate recent data, case studies, and policy discussions to provide students with up-to-
date information. This relevance increases student engagement by connecting textbook material to real-world
environmental challenges.

Supportive Learning Tools

Additional features such as review questions, practice quizzes, summaries, glossaries, and visual aids



contribute to a textbook’s effectiveness. These tools help reinforce learning, test understanding, and
facilitate review. Interactive elements and online companion resources can further enhance the study experience
by offering varied methods of content delivery.

How to Choose the Right AP Environmental Science Textbook

Selecting the best AP Environmental Science textbook involves careful consideration of several factors
tailored to individual learning preferences, course requirements, and exam goals. Understanding these criteria
can guide students and educators toward the most appropriate choice.

Assessing Content Depth and Presentation Style

Students should evaluate whether the textbook’s depth of content matches their academic needs, whether they
require a more detailed scientific approach or a general overview. The presentation style is equally important;
some learners prefer straightforward, factual texts, while others benefit from narrative-driven or visually
rich materials. Previewing sample chapters or consulting reviews can provide insight into the textbook’s
suitability.

Considering Supplementary Resources

Textbooks that offer additional resources such as online practice exams, lab activities, and study guides can
greatly enhance the learning process. These materials provide practical application opportunities and
facilitate exam preparedness. It is advisable to select a textbook package that includes or integrates with
these supplementary tools.

Budget and Accessibility

Cost is a practical consideration when choosing a textbook. While some best AP Environmental Science
textbooks may be priced higher due to extensive features and updated content, there are also affordable
options that maintain quality standards. Accessibility in terms of physical or digital formats should also be
considered to ensure convenience in study habits.

Teacher and Peer Recommendations

Seeking input from educators and fellow students who have experience with AP Environmental Science can
provide valuable perspectives. Recommendations often highlight textbooks that effectively support curriculum
goals and student understanding. Such endorsements can help narrow down choices based on proven success.

Study Tips Using Your AP Environmental Science Textbook

Once the best AP Environmental Science textbook has been selected, maximizing its use is crucial to achieving
academic success. Implementing strategic study methods enhances comprehension and retention of complex
environmental science concepts.

Active Reading and Note-Taking

Engaging actively with textbook content through highlighting key points, annotating margins, and summarizing
sections promotes deeper understanding. Taking organized notes helps in reviewing critical topics and identifying



areas that require further study.

Utilizing Review Questions and Practice Tests

Most AP Environmental Science textbooks include review questions and practice exams that simulate the
format and difficulty of the actual AP test. Regularly completing these exercises helps reinforce knowledge,
improve test-taking skills, and identify knowledge gaps for targeted revision.

Integrating Supplementary Materials

Leveraging companion websites, flashcards, and interactive modules that often accompany textbooks can
diversify study approaches. These additional resources provide varied learning experiences that cater to
different cognitive styles and enhance memory retention.

Forming Study Groups

Collaborating with peers using the textbook as a common resource facilitates discussion, clarification of
complex topics, and sharing of study strategies. Group study sessions can motivate students and provide
diverse insights into environmental science topics.

Maintaining Consistent Study Schedules

Consistent and planned study sessions prevent last-minute cramming and contribute to steady progress.
Allocating specific times for reading, reviewing, and practicing with the textbook ensures comprehensive
coverage of all exam topics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the best AP Environmental Science textbook for 2024?

The best AP Environmental Science textbook for 2024 is often regarded as "Environmental Science: A Global
Concern" by William Cunningham and Mary Cunningham due to its comprehensive coverage and clear
explanations.

Are there any affordable alternatives to the top AP Environmental Science
textbooks?

Yes, affordable alternatives include using open educational resources (OER) such as free online AP
Environmental Science materials, or purchasing older editions of popular textbooks like "Living in the
Environment" by G. Tyler Miller.

Which AP Environmental Science textbook offers the most practice
questions and review materials?

"Barron's AP Environmental Science" is highly recommended for its extensive practice questions, detailed review
sections, and test-taking strategies alongside textbook content.



How important is the textbook choice for passing the AP Environmental
Science exam?

While a good textbook provides foundational knowledge, combining it with practice exams, review books, and
online resources is crucial for passing the AP Environmental Science exam effectively.

Do AP Environmental Science textbooks cover current environmental issues
and recent data?

Top AP Environmental Science textbooks are regularly updated to include current environmental issues, recent
scientific data, and case studies to reflect the latest developments and help students stay informed.

Additional Resources
1. AP Environmental Science for the AP Exam
This textbook offers comprehensive coverage of all topics tested on the AP Environmental Science exam. It
includes detailed explanations of environmental concepts, real-world examples, and practice questions to
reinforce learning. The book is designed to help students develop critical thinking skills and prepare thoroughly
for the exam.

2. Environmental Science: A Global Concern by William Cunningham and Mary Cunningham
Known for its clear writing and engaging content, this book explores environmental issues from a global
perspective. It integrates scientific principles with current environmental challenges and solutions. The
textbook is suitable for AP Environmental Science students looking to deepen their understanding of ecological
concepts.

3. Living in the Environment by G. Tyler Miller and Scott E. Spoolman
This widely used environmental science textbook combines comprehensive coverage with accessible language. It
emphasizes sustainability and human impact on the environment. The book includes numerous examples, case
studies, and review questions aligned with AP Environmental Science curricula.

4. AP Environmental Science Crash Course by The Princeton Review
A concise, focused review book, this guide helps students quickly grasp key concepts for the AP exam. It
summarizes essential topics, offers test-taking strategies, and includes practice questions and drills. Ideal for
last-minute review or supplementary study alongside a primary textbook.

5. Environmental Science: Principles and Applications by G. Tyler Miller
This textbook provides a balanced approach to environmental science, combining scientific fundamentals with
practical applications. It covers topics such as ecosystems, pollution, and resource management with clarity
and depth. The book includes helpful illustrations, data charts, and review sections to support AP students.

6. AP Environmental Science Prep Plus 2024-2025 by Kaplan Test Prep
Kaplan’s prep book is tailored specifically for the AP Environmental Science exam, featuring comprehensive
content reviews and practice tests. It offers strategies for tackling multiple-choice and free-response
questions effectively. The guide also includes online resources and quizzes to enhance study flexibility.

7. Environmental Science: Toward a Sustainable Future by Richard T. Wright and Dorothy F. Boorse
Focusing on sustainability and environmental ethics, this textbook presents scientific concepts alongside
societal implications. It challenges students to think critically about human-environment interactions and
policy decisions. The book’s structured approach supports AP Environmental Science coursework and exam
preparation.

8. AP Environmental Science Study Guide by Sterling Test Prep
This study guide condenses the vast AP Environmental Science curriculum into digestible sections with clear
explanations. It provides practice questions, detailed answer explanations, and test-taking tips. The guide is a
practical supplement for students aiming to improve their exam performance.



9. Essentials of Environmental Science by Andrew Friedland and Rick Relyea
This concise textbook covers fundamental environmental science topics with an emphasis on current
environmental problems and solutions. It is well-illustrated and includes real-life case studies to engage
learners. The book is appropriate for AP Environmental Science students seeking a straightforward yet
thorough resource.
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Thorpe, 2015-01-01 This best selling AP Environmental Science study guide includes: A new
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Intel Coreâ„¢ Duo 1.83GHz or faster processor Mac OS X v10.6, v10.7, v10.8, or v10.9 512MB of
RAM (1GB of RAM recommended)
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Online Tests Gary S. Thorpe, 2017-11-30 Learning—and remembering—everything you need to
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test preparation manual, however, test-takers will learn all they need to succeed on this test,
including: Two full-length practice exams with all questions answered and explained A detailed
review of all test topics, including updates based on recent developments and changes in
environmental laws, case studies that reflect topical environmental events, and practice questions
and answers for each content area An overview of the format of the exam plus answers to frequently
asked questions about this test Hundreds of diagrams and illustrations, including brand new tables,
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charts, and figures ONLINE PRACTICE TESTS: Students who purchase this book will also get access
to three additional full-length online AP Environmental Science tests with all questions answered
and explained.
  best ap environmental science textbook: CRACKING THE AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
EXAM(2011 EDITION) Princeton Review, 2010-09-07 Reviews topics covered on the test, offers tips
on test-taking strategies, and includes two full-length practice tests with answers and explanations.
  best ap environmental science textbook: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam,
2012 Edition Angela Morrow, Ph.D., Tim Ligget, Princeton Review, 2011-09-06 Reviews topics
covered on the test, offers tips on test-taking strategies, and includes two full-length practice tests
with answers and explanations.
  best ap environmental science textbook: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam
Angela Morrow, Tim Ligget, 2009 2 full-length practice tests, comprehensive review of key labs,
review questions and quick-study lists of important environmental science terms.
  best ap environmental science textbook: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam,
2012 Edition Princeton Review, 2011-12-13 If you need to know it, it’s in this book! Cracking the
AP Environmental Science Exam, 2012 Edition has been optimized for e-reader viewing with
cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations. It includes: • Quick-study lists of important
environmental science terms • A thorough review of all necessary laboratory exercises • A
comprehensive guide for how to ace the free-response section of the exam • 2 full-length practice
tests with detailed explanations • Updated strategies that reflect the AP test scoring change
  best ap environmental science textbook: Strive for 5: Preparing for the AP
Environmental Science Exam Andrew Friedland, Rick Relyea, 2015-08-15 This text is designed to
help students evaluate their understanding of the material covered in the main textbook,
Environmental Science for AP® by the same authors. It reinforces key concepts from the text and
prepares students for success on the AP® Environmental Science Exam. This title includes a study
guide aligned with Friedland and Relyea Environmental Science for the AP® course, Second Edition
and essential tips and test preparation.
  best ap environmental science textbook: ASAP Environmental Science: A Quick-Review
Study Guide for the AP Exam The Princeton Review, 2019-02-26 Looking for sample exams,
practice questions, and test-taking strategies? Check out our extended, in-depth AP Environmental
Science prep guide, Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam! LIKE CLASS NOTES—ONLY
BETTER. The Princeton Review's ASAP Environmental Science is designed to help you zero in on
just the information you need to know to successfully grapple with the AP test. No questions, no
drills: just review. Advanced Placement exams require students to have a firm grasp of content—you
can't bluff or even logic your way to a 5. Like a set of class notes borrowed from the smartest
student in your grade, this book gives you exactly that. No tricks or crazy stratagems, no sample
essays or practice sets: Just the facts, presented with lots of helpful visuals. Inside ASAP
Environmental Science, you'll find: • Essential concepts, terms, principles, issues, and processes for
AP Enviro Sci—all explained clearly & concisely • Diagrams, charts, and graphs for quick visual
reference • A two-pass icon system designed to help you prioritize learning what you MUST,
SHOULD, and COULD know in the time you have available • Ask Yourself questions to help identify
areas where you might need extra attention • A resource that's perfect for last-minute exam prep
and for daily class work Topics covered in ASAP Environmental Scienceinclude: • Ecosystems, food
chains & food webs • Population studies & trends • Resource utilization & economics • Energy &
conservation ... and more!
  best ap environmental science textbook: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam,
2013 Edition Princeton Review, Angela C. M. Baker, 2012-09-04 Reviews topics covered on the test,
offers tips on test-taking strategies, and includes two full-length practice tests with answers and
explanations.
  best ap environmental science textbook: Environmental Science for the AP® Course Andrew
Friedland, Rick Relyea, 2019-02-06 Environmental Science for the AP® Course was built from the



ground up specifically to suit the needs of AP® environmental science teachers and students.
Friedland/Relyea integrates AP® content and exam prep into a comprehensive college-level
textbook, providing students and teachers with the resources they need to be successful in AP®
Environmental Science. Features throughout the textbook include AP® Exam Tips, math tutorials
and review, review questions, and complete AP® Practice Exams. Strong media offerings include
online homework to provide just-in-time feedback, as well as adaptive quizzing. Environmental
Science for the AP® course provides students with the support they need to be successful on the
AP® Environmental Science exam and in the college classroom.
  best ap environmental science textbook: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam
Princeton Review, 2010 Studying for the AP Environmental Science exam just got easier — the
proven strategies in this guidebook will help you score your best on the AP test.Cracking the AP
Environmental Science Exam, 2011 Editioncomes from the AP experts at The Princeton Review, and
it includes: •2 full-length AP Environmental Science practice tests with detailed explanations
•Comprehensive review of key labs you’ll need to know for the test •Quick-study lists of important
Environmental Science Terms for handy reference •Detailed walk-through of the free-response
section of the AP exam •Thorough review of all laboratory exercises — master the key material in
time for test day
  best ap environmental science textbook: AP Environmental Science All Access Kevin
Reel, 2013-09-25 REA: the test prep AP teachers recommend.
  best ap environmental science textbook: Princeton Review AP Environmental Science
Prep 2022 The Princeton Review, 2021-08 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HELP SCORE A PERFECT
5! Ace the 2022 AP Environmental Science Exam with this comprehensive study guide--including 3
full-length practice tests with complete explanations, thorough content reviews, targeted strategies
for every question type, and access to online extras. Techniques That Actually Work. - Tried-and-true
strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test - Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically -
Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need to Know to Help Achieve
a High Score. - Fully aligned with the latest College Board standards for AP Environmental Science -
Thorough content review on all nine units covered in the Course and Exam Description - Detailed
figures, graphs, and charts to illustrate important world environmental phenomena - Access to study
plans, helpful pre-college information, and more via your online Student Tools Practice Your Way to
Excellence. - 3 full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations and scoring worksheets -
Practice drills at the end of each content review chapter - Quick-study glossary of the terms you
should know
  best ap environmental science textbook: Princeton Review AP Environmental Science
Premium Prep, 20th Edition The Princeton Review, 2025-08-05 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A
PERFECT 5! Ace the newly-digital AP Environmental Science Exam with this comprehensive study
guide—including 4 full-length practice tests with answer explanations, timed online practice, and
thorough content reviews. Techniques That Actually Work • Tried-and-true strategies to help you
avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically • Essential tactics to
help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need for a High Score • Updated to address the
new digital exam • Targeted review of commonly tested concepts for the AP® Environmental
Science Exam • Detailed figures, graphs, and charts to illustrate important world environmental
phenomena • Online digital flashcards to review core content, plus study plans and more via
youronline Student Tools Premium Practice for AP Excellence • 4 full-length practice tests (3 in the
book, 1 online) with detailed answer explanations and scoring worksheets • Online tests provided as
both digital versions (with timer option to simulate examexperience) online, and as downloadable
PDFs (with interactive elements mimicking theexam interface) • Practice drills at the end of each
content review chapter, plus step-by-step walk-throughs of sample exam questions • Quick-study
glossary of the terms you should know
  best ap environmental science textbook: The Smartypants' Guide to the AP Environmental
Science Exam Michelle Mahanian, 2006-09-02 When it comes to scoring higher on the AP



Environmental Science Exam, nobody prepares you better than Smartypants. This comprehensive,
efficient study guide pinpoints everything you need to boost your score, from test-taking strategies
to a complete review by topic. Features of this study guide include: a focused review of every topic
on the AP exam, expert test-taking tips, a realistic full-length practice exam with answer key and
thorough explanations, important graphs, charts, and diagrams, and a tune-up of key concepts and
vocabulary terms. Compatible with virtually every standard textbook or course on the subject, this
invaluable tool is what you need to score your best - and get the college credits you deserve For
more about discounts on bulk orders, copy and paste the following into your browser: http:
//www.bulkdiscounts.smartypantsguides.com You can contact the author directly at
author@smartypantsguides.co
  best ap environmental science textbook: Princeton Review AP Environmental Science
Premium Prep, 19th Edition The Princeton Review, 2024-09-10 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A
PERFECT 5! Ace the AP Environmental Science Exam with The Princeton Review's comprehensive
study guide—including 4 full-length practice tests (3 in book; 1 online) with complete explanations,
thorough content reviews, targeted strategies for every question type, and access to online extras.
Techniques That Actually Work • Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test
• Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not
harder Everything You Need for a High Score • Targeted review of commonly tested concepts for
the AP® Environmental Science Exam • Detailed figures, graphs, and charts to illustrate important
world environmental phenomena • Thorough lists of key terms for every content review chapter •
Online digital flashcards to review core content Premium Practice for AP Excellence • 4 full-length
practice tests (3 in the book and 1 online) with detailed answer explanations and scoring worksheets
• Practice drills at the end of each content review chapter • Quick-study glossary of the terms you
should know
  best ap environmental science textbook: Princeton Review AP Environmental Science Prep,
2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-08-02 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP Environmental Science
Prep, 18th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517130, on-sale August 2023). Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity,
and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  best ap environmental science textbook: Princeton Review AP Environmental Science
Prep, 18th Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-11-28 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HELP SCORE
A PERFECT 5! Ace the AP Environmental Science Exam with this comprehensive study
guide—including 3 full-length practice tests with complete explanations, thorough content reviews,
targeted strategies for every question type, and access to online extras. Techniques That Actually
Work • Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself
and guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need
for a High Score • Fully aligned with the latest College Board standards for AP Environmental
Science • Thorough content review on all nine units covered in the Course and Exam Description •
Detailed figures, graphs, and charts to illustrate important world environmental phenomena •
Access to study plans, helpful pre-college information, and more via your online Student Tools
Practice Your Way to Excellence • 3 full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations and
scoring worksheets • Practice drills at the end of each content review chapter • Quick-study
glossary of the terms you should know
  best ap environmental science textbook: APES in a BOX Benjamin Wood, David Holbert,
2009-10-14 APES in a Box is an all-inclusive study guide for the AP Environmental Science exam.
This book includes content reviews, expert test taking tips, and strategies for success on the AP
Environmental Science Exam. APES in a Box was written by experienced APES teachers Benjy Wood
and Dave Holbert.
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