
bat masterson real height

bat masterson real height has been a topic of curiosity among historians,
enthusiasts of the American Old West, and fans of legendary lawmen. Known for
his sharp wit, distinctive style, and significant role as a gambler and
lawman in the late 19th century, Bat Masterson's physical stature contributes
to the vivid imagery of his persona. Understanding the true dimensions of his
height helps to paint a more accurate picture of this iconic figure. This
article delves into the verified measurements and historical records
surrounding Bat Masterson's height, explores how his stature compared to his
contemporaries, and examines how his height influenced his reputation and
legacy. Additionally, the discussion will touch on common misconceptions and
portrayals in media to clarify the facts. Below is a detailed exploration of
the subject, organized for easy navigation.

Bat Masterson’s Documented Height

Historical Context and Comparisons

Height and Its Impact on Masterson’s Image

Media Portrayals vs. Reality

Common Misconceptions About Bat Masterson’s Height

Bat Masterson’s Documented Height

Determining Bat Masterson’s real height requires examination of historical
records, including military enlistment documents, census data, and eyewitness
accounts. Most reliable sources estimate his height to be approximately 5
feet 8 inches (173 cm). This measurement was typical for men of his era and
region, reflecting average stature rather than exceptional height or
shortness.

Official Records and Eyewitness Descriptions

Enlistment data from Bat Masterson’s time in the military provides some of
the most trustworthy information. Records from the late 1800s document his
height as roughly 5'8". Moreover, contemporaries who described Masterson
often noted his athletic build and agility rather than emphasizing
extraordinary height. This suggests that his stature was average,
contributing to his effectiveness as a lawman and gambler through skill



rather than intimidation based solely on physical size.

Physical Appearance in Photographs

Photographs from the period depict Bat Masterson standing confidently, often
wearing his signature hat and suit. While photos alone cannot confirm exact
height, comparisons with known objects and other individuals in the images
reinforce the consensus that he stood around 5 feet 8 inches tall. His
stature complemented his dignified and approachable persona, making him
memorable in the annals of Western history.

Historical Context and Comparisons

Understanding Bat Masterson’s height in the context of his time provides
insight into how he was perceived. In the late 19th century, the average
height for American men was approximately 5 feet 7 inches to 5 feet 8 inches,
making Masterson’s stature quite typical.

Average Male Height in the Late 1800s

Nutrition, health, and genetics influenced average heights in the 19th
century. Men generally were shorter than modern standards. Bat Masterson’s
height of around 5'8" placed him squarely in the average range, neither
particularly tall nor short for his cohort.

Comparison With Notable Contemporaries

Several famous lawmen and outlaws from the same era varied widely in height:

Wyatt Earp – approximately 5'10"

Doc Holliday – roughly 5'7"

Wild Bill Hickok – around 6'0"

Jesse James – about 5'9"

These comparisons highlight that Bat Masterson’s height was unremarkable but
well within the range of prominent figures of the Old West.



Height and Its Impact on Masterson’s Image

While Bat Masterson’s real height was average, his presence and reputation
were anything but ordinary. His stature combined with charisma and skill
created a lasting image.

Physical Presence and Lawman Authority

Height can influence perceptions of authority and intimidation. Masterson’s
5'8" frame, coupled with his calm demeanor and sharp dress sense, projected
confidence. This helped him command respect in tense situations, often
enabling peaceful resolutions without resorting to violence.

Role of Height in Gunfighting and Personal Combat

Height alone is not a determinant of success in gunfighting or personal
combat. Bat Masterson’s agility, marksmanship, and quick thinking were
crucial attributes. His moderate height allowed for nimble movements and
effective use of firearms, reinforcing that stature was only one factor in
his legendary status.

Media Portrayals vs. Reality

Popular culture often dramatizes historical figures, and Bat Masterson is no
exception. His height has sometimes been exaggerated or downplayed in
television, film, and literature.

Television and Film Interpretations

Many portrayals of Bat Masterson cast him with varying heights, sometimes
taller to emphasize heroism or shorter to contrast with foes. These creative
liberties serve storytelling purposes but can distort factual understanding
of his real height.

Impact of Height Myths on Public Perception

Height myths can influence how modern audiences view historical figures. For
Bat Masterson, the focus on his personality and achievements often



overshadows physical dimensions, but accurate knowledge of his height helps
ground his story in reality.

Common Misconceptions About Bat Masterson’s
Height

Several misconceptions surrounding Bat Masterson’s height exist, often due to
conflicting sources or fictionalized accounts.

Myth: Bat Masterson Was Unusually Tall

Some narratives depict him as towering over others, but historical evidence
does not support this. His height was average, and his influence came from
character and skill rather than physical dominance.

Myth: Height Was Key to His Success

While height can affect perception, Bat Masterson’s success was primarily due
to intelligence, diplomacy, and marksmanship. Emphasizing stature overlooks
these critical attributes.

Clarifying Historical Facts

To accurately appreciate Bat Masterson’s legacy, it is important to recognize
the distinction between myth and documented fact regarding his height.
Reliable sources consistently place him close to 5 feet 8 inches tall,
reflecting a realistic profile of this famed figure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Bat Masterson's real height?
Bat Masterson was approximately 5 feet 9 inches (175 cm) tall.

Was Bat Masterson considered tall for his time?
At around 5 feet 9 inches, Bat Masterson was about average height for a man
in the late 19th century.



How does Bat Masterson's height compare to other Old
West figures?
Bat Masterson's height was similar to other notable Old West figures, who
typically ranged from 5 feet 7 inches to 5 feet 10 inches.

Are there any historical records confirming Bat
Masterson's height?
Historical documents and photographs suggest Bat Masterson was around 5 feet
9 inches tall, though exact measurements are not definitively recorded.

Did Bat Masterson's height affect his reputation as
a gunfighter?
Bat Masterson's skill and reputation as a gunfighter were not notably
influenced by his height; his abilities and personality were more significant
factors.

Is there any variation in reported heights of Bat
Masterson?
Some sources vary slightly, listing Bat Masterson's height anywhere from 5
feet 8 inches to 5 feet 10 inches, but 5 feet 9 inches is widely accepted.

How reliable are the height estimates of Bat
Masterson?
Height estimates rely on photographs, eyewitness accounts, and comparisons
with contemporaries, making them reasonably reliable but not exact.

Did Bat Masterson's height influence his portrayal
in media?
Media portrayals sometimes exaggerate or alter Bat Masterson's physical
characteristics, but his real height was average and typically not a focal
point.

Where can I find more information about Bat
Masterson's physical characteristics?
Biographies, historical records, and Old West archives provide more detailed
information about Bat Masterson's life, including his physical
characteristics.



Additional Resources
1. Bat Masterson: The Man Behind the Legend
This biography delves into the life of Bat Masterson, exploring both his
public persona and his lesser-known personal history. The book includes
detailed accounts of his physical stature, debunking myths and highlighting
his real height. It provides context about how his appearance influenced his
reputation as a lawman and gambler.

2. The Tall Tales of Bat Masterson: Fact vs. Fiction
This book examines the various tall tales surrounding Bat Masterson,
including exaggerated stories about his height and physical prowess. Through
careful research and firsthand accounts, the author separates fact from
fiction. Readers get an insightful look at how stories about his stature
contributed to his legendary status.

3. Bat Masterson: Gunslinger and Gentleman
A comprehensive biography that portrays Bat Masterson as both a feared
gunslinger and a refined gentleman. The book discusses his physical
characteristics, including his height, and how these traits affected his
interactions in the Old West. It also covers his later years as a sports
writer and public figure.

4. Height and Heroism in the Old West: The Case of Bat Masterson
Focusing on the cultural significance of physical stature in the Old West,
this book uses Bat Masterson as a case study. It explores how height was
perceived and how Masterson's real height played a role in his legendary
status. The author ties in broader themes of masculinity and reputation
during that era.

5. Bat Masterson's Real Stature: Myths, Measurements, and Memories
This investigative work gathers various measurements, eyewitness
descriptions, and historical records to establish Bat Masterson's true
height. It contrasts these findings with popular myths and movie portrayals.
The book also includes interviews with historians and experts on Western
folklore.

6. The Legend of Bat Masterson: Beyond Height and Myth
While addressing common questions about Bat Masterson's height, this book
goes further to explore his character, achievements, and impact on American
Western history. It provides a balanced narrative that honors the man behind
the legend without relying solely on physical attributes. Readers learn about
his multifaceted life and legacy.

7. Bat Masterson: Western Lawman and His Physical Presence
This title focuses on the connection between Bat Masterson’s physical
presence, including his height, and his effectiveness as a lawman. It
analyzes how his stature may have influenced confrontations and negotiations
in the Old West. The book also offers insights into the role of physicality
in law enforcement during that time.



8. The Real Bat Masterson: Height, History, and Hollywood
Exploring the differences between historical records and Hollywood
depictions, this book highlights how Bat Masterson’s height was often altered
for dramatic effect. It compares archival evidence with film and television
portrayals to reveal the truth. The narrative also discusses the impact of
these portrayals on public perception.

9. Bat Masterson Uncovered: Truths About His Life and Size
A detailed biography that uncovers lesser-known facts about Bat Masterson’s
life, including an accurate account of his height. The book uses primary
sources and contemporary reports to paint a realistic picture. It enriches
understanding of how physical attributes shaped his identity and legend in
the American West.
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  bat masterson real height: Bat Masterson Robert K. DeArment, 1989-09-01 The colorful
figures of the western American frontier, the Indian fighters, the mountain men, the outlaws, and
the lawmen, have been romanticized for more than a hundred years by writers who found it easier to
invent history than the research it. Bat Masterson was one such character who cast a long shadow
across the pages of western history as it has been routinely depicted. A legend in his own time, he
was called in a television series produced in the 1960's. A legend he has become—one firmly fixed in
the popular imagination. But in his own time W.B. Masterson was a man, a less-than-perfect
creature subject to the same temptations and vices as his fellows, albeit one who, through
circumstance and inclination, led an exciting life in an exciting time and place. As buffalo hunter,
army scout, peace officer, professional gambler, sportsman, promoter, and newspaperman,
Masterson's career was stormy and eventful. Surprising to many readers will be the account of
Masterson's career after his peace officer days, during his employment as a sports writer and
columnist. The gun-toting western peace officer reputed to have killed more men than Billy the Kid
(not so, says DeArment) spent his last years happily in New York City, writing for a nationally known
newspaper. This book, the product of more than twenty years of research, separates fact from fiction
to extricate the story of his life from the legend that has enmeshed it. It is the most complete
biography of Bat Masterson ever written.
  bat masterson real height: Love Song to the Plains Mari Sandoz, 2024-05-16 Love Song to
the Plains is a lyric salute to the earth and sky and people who made the history of the Great Plains
by the region's incomparable historian, Mari Sandoz. It is a story of men and women of many
hues—courageous, violent, indomitable, foolish—their legends, failures, and achievements: of
explorers and fur trappers and missionaries; of soldiers and army posts and Indian fighting; of
California-bound emigrants who stopped off to become settlers; of cattlemen and bad men, boomers
and land speculators, and their feuds and rivalries. Above all, this is a portrait of the true Plainsman,
the man or woman who can stand to have the horizon far off and every day, every year, a gamble.
  bat masterson real height: The American Book Collector (Arlington Heights.) , 1968
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  bat masterson real height: Gunfighter in Gotham Robert K. DeArment, 2013-02-14 The
legend of Bat Masterson as the heroic sheriff of Dodge City, Kansas, began in 1881 when an
acquaintance duped a New York Sun reporter into writing Masterson up as a man-killing gunfighter.
That he later moved to New York City to write a widely followed sports column for eighteen years is
one of history’s great ironies, as Robert K. DeArment relates in this engaging new book. William
Barclay “Bat” Masterson spent the first half of his adult life in the West, planting the seeds for his
later legend as he moved from Texas to Kansas and then Colorado. In Denver his gambling habit and
combative nature drew him to the still-developing sport of prizefighting. Masterson attended almost
every important match in the United States from the 1880s to 1921, first as a professional gambler
betting on the bouts, and later as a promoter and referee. Ultimately, Bat stumbled into writing
about the sport. In Gunfighter in Gotham, DeArment tells how Bat Masterson built a second career
from a column in the New York Morning Telegraph. Bat’s articles not only covered sports but also
reflected his outspoken opinions on war, crime, politics, and a changing society. As his renown as a
boxing expert grew, his opinions were picked up by other newspaper editors and reprinted
throughout the country and abroad. He counted President Theodore Roosevelt among his friends
and readers. This follow-up to DeArment’s definitive biography of the Old West legend narrates the
final chapter of Masterson’s storied life. Far removed from the sweeping western plains and dusty
cowtown streets of his younger days, Bat Masterson, in New York City, became “a ham reporter,” as
he called himself, “a Broadway guy.”
  bat masterson real height: Amazing Arizona! Boye Lafayette De Mente, 2010 Arizona is
unique among American states, not only in its geography and geology but also in the diversity of its
climate, in its indigenous animal and plant life, and in the history of its first inhabitants-communities
of Indians whose ancestors arrived on the scene more than 20,000 years ago. Arizona is also the
youngest of the contiguous mainland states of America...precisely because of these very same
factors. Its climate, geography and Indian tribes were major barriers that prevented the territory
from becoming widely populated by the Spanish, Mexicans and early European-Americans, and from
being used as a cross-roads by American fur/pelt trappers, gold prospectors and settlers who began
pushing west in the mid-1800s. Now, it is exactly these same factors that make Arizona a great place
to live as well as a world-famous travel destination. The stories of how Arizona finally became what it
is today are as amazing as the lay and the beauty of the land. Great background reading for
residents and visitors alike, and an ideal gift.
  bat masterson real height: Distant Horizon Gary Noy, 1999-01-01 The West has figured in
the American imagination under many guises: as the last best place on earth, a refuge, an escape, a
land of opportunity, but also as a place of conquest and failure. Where Lewis and Clark saw great
possibilities, Native cultures found disappointment and loss. This collection presents the diverse and
often contradictory accounts that make up the mosaic of the nineteenth-century American West.
From Thomas Hart Benton?s famous speech in the Senate when he argued that non-white
civilizations must fall before the western expansion of white Americans to Black Elk?s story of a way
of life lost on the frozen ground at Wounded Knee, Gary Noy offers a representative sampling of the
many Wests that historians have strug-gled to define for over a century. Distant Horizon chronicles
the dusty world of the cowboy, the hard-scrabble existence of the farmer and the settler, and the
miner?s vision of golden glory. It examines the independent nature of the explorer and mountain
man and the sometimes heroic, sometimes cruel existence of the soldier. We hear the voices of those
outside the mainstream of power?women and Westerners of color?and explore the most tragic
element of Western history: the confinement, subjugation, and extermination of Native Americans.
No other single volume provides as many readings on as many topics in the history of the American
West.
  bat masterson real height: Travels with Ted & Ned Theodore M. Hesburgh, 2009-02-19 The
warm and moving story of one of the greatest religious and secular leaders of our time.
  bat masterson real height: The Saturday Evening Post , 1911
  bat masterson real height: American Cowboy , 2007-11 Published for devotees of the cowboy



and the West, American Cowboy covers all aspects of the Western lifestyle, delivering the best in
entertainment, personalities, travel, rodeo action, human interest, art, poetry, fashion, food,
horsemanship, history, and every other facet of Western culture. With stunning photography and
you-are-there reportage, American Cowboy immerses readers in the cowboy life and the magic that
is the great American West.
  bat masterson real height: Motion Picture Story Magazine , 1924
  bat masterson real height: Forgotten Tales of Texas Clay Coppedge, 2011-05-31 From El
Chupacabra to the Marx Brothers, Clay Coppedge has a talent for digging into Texas's most unusual
history. Strange as they may seem, many of these Texas-sized legends are surprisingly true, like
Pancho Villa's film contract and the notorious Crash at Crush, a staged train collision and failed
publicity stunt that turned tragic outside of Katy. Whether fact or lore, each tale is irrefutably part of
a unique and fascinating heritage that invigorates the spirit like a Texas frontier remedy.
  bat masterson real height: Vengeance of the Ripper Steven M Leshin, 2009-06-09 Jack the
Ripper, the first famously known serial killer, escapes after his murderous rampage in London and
shows up 20 years later in Los Angeles. Three prostitutes are murdered in the span of a few nights.
At the same time legendary lawman, Wyatt Earp, settling in the city,receives a letter beyond the
grave from his old friend, Doc Holliday. Wyatt and his wife, Josie, are led to the outskirts of the city,
where they find more than they bargained for.Soon Wyatt must race against time to stop the Ripper
from claiming another victim-Josie. Wyatt enlists the aide of good friend, Bat Masterson,another
western legend.
  bat masterson real height: The Doctrine of Chances Stewart N. Ethier, 2010-05-19 Three
centuries ago Montmort and De Moivre published two books on probability theory emphasizing its
most important application at that time, games of chance. This book, on the probabilistic aspects of
gambling, is a modern version of those classics.
  bat masterson real height: American Motorcyclist , 2000-05 American Motorcyclist
magazine, the official journal of the American Motorcyclist Associaton, tells the stories of the people
who make motorcycling the sport that it is. It's available monthly to AMA members. Become a part of
the largest, most diverse and most enthusiastic group of riders in the country by visiting our website
or calling 800-AMA-JOIN.
  bat masterson real height: Greetings from Colorado J. Leacock, 2011-09-09 Combines
contemporary photography and historical images to showcase Colorado.
  bat masterson real height: The Last Gunfight Jeff Guinn, 2012-05-15 Originally published:
New York: Simon & Schuster, 2011.
  bat masterson real height: Greetings from Colorado , 2011-08-25 With a tradition that goes
back more than 75 years and a history of success unmatched in professional football, the Pittsburgh
Steelers stand out as an elite sports franchise. Six Super Bowl victories and 26 playoff appearances
place the Steelers among the best of the best in NFL history. The roster of players who have donned
the black and gold reads like an all-star team, and the 1970s dynasty alone featured nine players
currently enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Through the highs and the lows, fans from
throughout western Pennsylvania and the nation have cheered passionately for their team for
decades.Updated to include the team's run to the Super Bowl in 2010, Pittsburgh Steelers: The
Complete Illustrated History presents all the great moments, the great players, and the great teams,
exploring both the on-field and off-field exploits of this iconic franchise. Lavishly illustrated with
color and black-and-white images from throughout the team's history, it is the ultimate celebration
for fans of all ages.
  bat masterson real height: The Shadow Catcher Marianne Wiggins, 2007-06-05 Following her
National Book Award finalist, Evidence of Things Unseen, Marianne Wiggins turns her extraordinary
literary imagination to the American West, where the life of legendary photographer Edward S.
Curtis is the basis for a resonant exploration of history and family, landscape and legacy. The
Shadow Catcher dramatically inhabits the space where past and present intersect, seamlessly
interweaving narratives from two different eras: the first fraught passion between



turn-of-the-twentieth-century icon Edward Curtis (1868-1952) and his muse-wife, Clara; and a
twenty-first-century journey of redemption. Narrated in the first person by a reimagined writer
named Marianne Wiggins, the novel begins in Hollywood, where top producers are eager to
sentimentalize the complicated life of Edward Curtis as a sunny biopic: It's got the outdoors. It's got
adventure. It's got the do-good element. Yet, contrary to Curtis's esteemed public reputation as
servant to his nation, the artist was an absent husband and disappearing father. Jump to the next
generation, when Marianne's own father, John Wiggins (1920-1970), would live and die in equal
thrall to the impulse of wanderlust. Were the two men running from or running to? Dodging the false
beacons of memory and legend, Marianne amasses disparate clues -- photographs and hospital
records, newspaper clippings and a rare white turquoise bracelet -- to recover those moments that
went unrecorded, to hear the words only the silent ones can speak. The Shadow Catcher, fueled by
the great American passions for love and land and family, chases the silhouettes of our collective
history into the bright light of the present.
  bat masterson real height: Uncle John's Legendary Lost Bathroom Reader Bathroom Readers'
Institute, 2012-11-01 Long ago, Bathroom Reader fans everywhere cried out in terror when Uncle
John’s legendary 5th, 6th, and 7th editions were taken out of print. But then they rejoiced at the
release of this ginormous book: Uncle John’s Legendary Lost Bathroom Reader! Weighing in at a
whopping 673 pages, the entire texts of those long-lost editions have been reanimated into one of
the BRI’s all-time best sellers. You’ll be rewarded with thousands of amazing facts, hundreds of
incredible quotations, and dozens of short, medium, and long articles (and a few extra-long ones,
too), covering history, sports, politics, origins, language, blunders, and more. Find out what half a
million readers already know: Legendary Lost is quintessential Uncle John. A few examples: * Pizza
history * The Godzilla quiz * How Wall Street got rich * The strange fate of the Dodo bird * The best
of the worst country song titles * People who were famous for 15 minutes * Miss Piggy’s timeless
wisdom * Accidental discoveries * The king of farts And much, much, much, much more!
  bat masterson real height: Lady at the O.K. Corral Ann Kirschner, 2013-03-05 The definitive
biography of the Jewish girl from New York who won the heart of frontier lawman Wyatt Earp:
“Splendid.” —The Wall Street Journal For nearly fifty years, she was the common-law wife of Wyatt
Earp: hero of the O.K. Corral and the most famous lawman of the Old West. Yet Josephine Sarah
Marcus Earp has nearly been erased from Western lore. In this biography, the author of the
acclaimed Sala’s Gift brings Josephine out of the shadows of history to tell her colorful tale of
ambition, adventure, self-invention, and devotion. Reflective of America itself, her story brings us
from the post–Civil War years to World War II, and from New York to the Arizona Territory to old
Hollywood. Lady at the O.K. Corral reveals how this aspiring actress and dancer—a flamboyant,
curvaceous Jewish girl with a persistent New York accent—landed in Tombstone; sustained a lifelong
partnership with the complex and charismatic Wyatt Earp; and was equally at home in Alaskan Gold
Rush boomtowns, opulent San Francisco hotels, mining camps, casinos, racetracks, boxing arenas,
and back lots where she visited Cecil B. DeMille and Samuel Goldwyn. “Kirschner has cleverly
identified a parallel story buried under the debris of history: that of Josephine Marcus, for nearly 50
years Earp’s common-law wife and a valiant frontierswoman in her own right.” —The New York
Times Book Review “Scrumptious . . . This quick-paced biography has it all.” —USA Today
“Kirschner’s fascinating profile captures the restless spirit of the frontier as deftly as it does
Josephine’s energy, affection, and limitless appetite for adventure.” —Publishers Weekly
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