
assessment tools for preschoolers
assessment tools for preschoolers are essential instruments used by educators,
psychologists, and caregivers to evaluate the developmental progress and learning needs
of young children. These tools help identify strengths and areas requiring support in
various domains such as cognitive, social-emotional, language, and motor skills. Utilizing
effective assessment methods ensures that preschool programs can be tailored to foster
optimal growth and readiness for elementary education. This article explores the diverse
types of assessment tools available for preschoolers, their purposes, and best practices for
implementation. Understanding how to select and use these tools can significantly
enhance early childhood education outcomes. The following sections will provide an
overview of formal and informal assessments, examples of widely used tools, and
guidelines for interpreting results.
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Types of Assessment Tools for Preschoolers
Assessment tools for preschoolers are broadly categorized into formal and informal
methods. Each type serves different functions and provides unique insights into a child’s
development. Selecting the appropriate tool depends on the specific assessment goals, the
context of the evaluation, and the developmental domains under review.

Formal Assessment Tools
Formal assessments are standardized instruments designed to measure specific
developmental milestones or skills. These tools use structured formats, scoring systems,
and normative data to compare a child’s performance against established benchmarks.
Formal tools typically require trained professionals to administer and interpret the results
accurately.

Informal Assessment Techniques
Informal assessments involve more flexible approaches that gather observational data
through daily activities, play, and interaction. These tools are often qualitative and provide



context-rich information about a child’s behavior, preferences, and emerging skills without
strict scoring criteria. Teachers and caregivers commonly use informal techniques to
monitor progress continuously.

Popular Formal Assessment Tools
Several formal assessment tools have been developed specifically for preschool-aged
children to evaluate various developmental domains. These tools are widely recognized for
their reliability and validity in early childhood education settings.

The Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ)
The ASQ is a parent-completed developmental screening tool that assesses
communication, gross motor, fine motor, problem-solving, and personal-social skills. It is
widely used for early identification of developmental delays and guiding intervention
planning.

Peabody Developmental Motor Scales (PDMS)
This tool focuses on assessing fine and gross motor skills in young children. It is
particularly useful for identifying motor delays and planning physical therapy or motor
skill development activities.

Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS)
Though primarily an environmental assessment, the ECERS evaluates the quality of
preschool settings, indirectly impacting children’s developmental outcomes. It ensures
that the learning environment supports cognitive and social-emotional growth effectively.

Informal Assessment Techniques
Informal assessment techniques offer valuable, ongoing insights into preschoolers’
abilities through naturalistic observation and interaction. These methods complement
formal assessments by providing a holistic view of the child’s development.

Observational Checklists
Educators use structured checklists to record specific behaviors, skills, or milestones
during classroom activities. These records help track developmental progress over time
and identify emerging patterns.



Work Sampling
This technique involves collecting samples of children’s work, such as drawings, writing,
or block constructions, to assess skill development and creativity. It provides concrete
evidence of learning and developmental stages.

Portfolio Assessment
Portfolios compile a child’s work and observations over a period, offering a comprehensive
view of growth. This method emphasizes the child’s strengths and progress rather than
focusing solely on deficits.

Implementing Assessment Tools Effectively
Effective use of assessment tools for preschoolers requires careful planning, appropriate
training, and ethical considerations. Proper implementation ensures accuracy and
supports meaningful educational decisions.

Choosing the Right Tool
Selecting an assessment tool depends on the purpose, age range, and specific
developmental domains targeted. Tools should be culturally appropriate and validated for
the population being assessed.

Training and Administration
Professionals administering formal assessments must receive specialized training to follow
protocols and interpret results correctly. Consistency in administration enhances
reliability and validity.

Engaging Families
Involving parents and caregivers in the assessment process through tools like parent
questionnaires and interviews enriches the data collected and promotes collaboration in
supporting the child’s development.

Interpreting Assessment Results
Interpreting data from assessment tools for preschoolers requires understanding
developmental norms and individual variability. Results should guide instructional
planning and intervention strategies without labeling or limiting children.



Contextualizing Scores
Assessment scores should be viewed in the context of the child’s environment, cultural
background, and unique experiences. This approach prevents misinterpretation and
supports tailored educational approaches.

Using Results for Planning
Assessment outcomes inform curriculum adjustments, individualized support, and
resource allocation. They help educators target areas needing reinforcement and
celebrate developmental achievements.

Continuous Monitoring
Ongoing assessment is critical for tracking progress and modifying interventions as
needed. Combining formal and informal methods creates a dynamic picture of the child’s
growth over time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are assessment tools for preschoolers?
Assessment tools for preschoolers are instruments or methods used by educators and
caregivers to evaluate the developmental progress, skills, and learning needs of children
aged 3 to 5 years.

Why are assessment tools important in preschool
education?
Assessment tools help teachers identify each child's strengths and areas for improvement,
guide instruction, monitor developmental milestones, and communicate progress to
parents.

What types of assessment tools are commonly used for
preschoolers?
Common assessment tools include observational checklists, developmental screening
tests, portfolios, rating scales, and standardized assessments designed specifically for
early childhood.

How can observational checklists be used as an



assessment tool?
Observational checklists allow educators to systematically record a child's behaviors,
skills, and interactions during daily activities to assess development in areas like social
skills, language, and motor abilities.

Are digital assessment tools effective for preschoolers?
Yes, digital tools can be effective as they offer interactive and engaging ways to assess
learning, provide instant feedback, and help track progress over time, but they should be
used alongside traditional methods.

How do assessment tools support individualized
learning in preschool?
Assessment tools provide detailed information about each child's unique needs and
abilities, enabling teachers to tailor lessons and activities to support individual learning
styles and developmental stages.

What role do parents play in the assessment process of
preschoolers?
Parents offer valuable insights about their child's behavior and skills at home, and their
involvement in the assessment process helps create a comprehensive understanding of the
child's development and supports continuity between home and school.

How often should preschoolers be assessed using these
tools?
Preschoolers should be assessed regularly throughout the year, typically at the beginning,
middle, and end of the school year, to monitor growth, adjust teaching strategies, and
ensure developmental milestones are being met.

Additional Resources
1. Assessment in Early Childhood Education
This book provides a comprehensive overview of assessment strategies tailored for young
children, focusing on developmentally appropriate tools and techniques. It emphasizes the
importance of observation and documentation in understanding preschoolers' growth.
Educators will find practical guidance on integrating assessment seamlessly into everyday
classroom activities.

2. Preschool Assessment: Principles and Practices
Designed for early childhood professionals, this text explores various assessment tools
suited for preschoolers, including standardized tests and authentic assessments. It
highlights how to interpret results to support individual learning needs. The book also
discusses ethical considerations and cultural sensitivity in assessment.



3. Developmentally Appropriate Assessment of Young Children
This resource delves into assessments that align with young children's developmental
stages, ensuring accuracy and relevance. It covers observational checklists, portfolios, and
performance-based assessments. Readers gain insight into creating supportive
environments that encourage natural demonstration of skills.

4. Early Childhood Assessment: Why, What, and How
Focusing on the rationale behind early childhood assessment, this book outlines key tools
and methods for measuring cognitive, social, and emotional development in preschoolers.
It provides strategies for involving families in the assessment process. The author stresses
the role of assessment in guiding curriculum planning.

5. Authentic Assessment for Early Childhood Education
This book champions authentic assessment approaches that capture real-world skills and
behaviors in young children. It offers detailed examples of observational techniques and
anecdotal records. Educators are guided on using assessment data to enhance teaching
and support child development holistically.

6. Using Play-Based Assessment to Support Preschool Learning
Highlighting the connection between play and assessment, this text presents tools that
observe children's learning through play activities. It explains how to document and
analyze play to assess developmental milestones. The book encourages a child-centered
approach that respects individual interests and creativity.

7. Language and Literacy Assessment for Preschoolers
This specialized resource focuses on tools that evaluate early language and literacy skills
in preschool-aged children. It includes screening instruments, observational checklists,
and language sample analysis. The book offers practical tips for early identification of
language delays and planning targeted interventions.

8. Social-Emotional Assessment in Early Childhood
Dedicated to assessing social and emotional development, this book provides frameworks
and tools for evaluating preschoolers' interpersonal skills and emotional regulation. It
discusses the importance of context and relationships in assessment. Educators learn to
use assessment outcomes to foster positive social environments.

9. The Preschool Assessment Kit: Tools and Techniques
This practical guide compiles a variety of assessment instruments specifically designed for
preschool settings. It includes user-friendly templates, scoring guides, and case studies.
The book supports educators in selecting appropriate tools and interpreting results to
inform instructional decisions.
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  assessment tools for preschoolers: Early Childhood Assessment National Research Council,
Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Board on Testing and Assessment, Board
on Children, Youth, and Families, Committee on Developmental Outcomes and Assessments for
Young Children, 2008-12-21 The assessment of young children's development and learning has
recently taken on new importance. Private and government organizations are developing programs
to enhance the school readiness of all young children, especially children from economically
disadvantaged homes and communities and children with special needs. Well-planned and effective
assessment can inform teaching and program improvement, and contribute to better outcomes for
children. This book affirms that assessments can make crucial contributions to the improvement of
children's well-being, but only if they are well designed, implemented effectively, developed in the
context of systematic planning, and are interpreted and used appropriately. Otherwise, assessment
of children and programs can have negative consequences for both. The value of assessments
therefore requires fundamental attention to their purpose and the design of the larger systems in
which they are used. Early Childhood Assessment addresses these issues by identifying the
important outcomes for children from birth to age 5 and the quality and purposes of different
techniques and instruments for developmental assessments.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Handbook of Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Mental
Health Assessment Rebecca DelCarmen-Wiggins, Alice Carter, 2004-03-25 The Handbook of
Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Mental Health Assessment brings together, for the first time, leading
clinical researchers to provide empirically based recommendations for assessment of
social-emotional and behavior problems and disorders in the earliest years. Each author presents
state-of-the-art information on scientifically valid, developmentally based clinical assessments and
makes recommendations based on the integration of developmental theory, empirical findings, and
clinical experience. Though the field of mental health assessment in infants and young children lags
behind work with older children and adults, recent scientific advances, including new measures and
diagnostic approaches, have led to dramatic growth in the field. The editors of this exciting new
work have assembled an extraordinary collection of chapters that thoroughly discuss the
conceptualizations of dysfunction in infants and young children, current and new diagnostic criteria,
and such specific disorders as sensory modulation dysfunction, sleep disorders, eating and feeding
disorders, autistic spectrum disorders, anxiety disorders, posttraumatic stress disorder, and ADHD.
Chapters further highlight the importance of incorporating contextual factors such as parent-child
relationship functioning and cultural background into the assessment process to increase the
validity of findings. Given the comprehensiveness of this groundbreaking volume in reviewing
conceptual, methodological, and research advances on early identification, diagnosis, and clinical
assessment of disorders in this young age group, it will be an ideal resource for teachers,
researchers, and a wide variety clinicians including child psychologists, child psychiatrists, early
intervention providers, early special educators, social workers, family physicians, and pediatricians.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: The Psychoeducational Assessment of Preschool Children
Bruce A. Bracken, 2004-09-15 First published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis,
an informa company.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Psychoeducational Assessment of Preschool Children
Bruce Bracken, Richard Nagle, 2017-09-25 This fourth edition of Psychoeducational Assessment of
Preschool Children continues the mission of its predecessors—to provide both academics and
practitioners with a comprehensive and up-to-date guide to the assessment of young children. Long
recognized as the standard text and reference in its field, it is organized into four sections:
Foundations; Ecological Assessment; Assessment of Cognitive Abilities; and Assessment of Specific
Abilities. Key features of this new edition include: New Material—A thorough updating includes new
material on environmental and home and family assessment plus new coverage of recently revised
tests, including the Stanford-Binet V and the Kaufman Assessment Battery for Children, 2e.
Balanced Coverage—Sound theoretical coverage precedes and supports the book’s main focus on



assessing the abilities, skills, behavior, and characteristics of young children. Expertise—Each
chapter is written by a nationally recognized scholar and represents state-of-the-art coverage of its
topic. Comprehensive and Flexible—The broad range and organization of topics covered makes the
book suitable for both new and experienced examiners and for use as a text in graduate level
courses on preschool assessment.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Parental Questionnaires as a Reliable Instrument for
the Assessment of Child Language Development Maria-José Ezeizabarrena, Melita Kovacevic,
2024-09-13 Language is crucial in child development. Therefore, general questions such as what are
the possible challenges in language acquisition or such as how well the/my child is doing, are
commonly present for researchers, clinicians, teachers, and parents. Parent-child interaction offers a
privileged setting to observe children’s behavior in multiple communicative situations, which often is
only available to the parents/caregivers. For this reason, within the broad range of methods used to
assess children’s development, parental questionnaires are widely used being a non-invasive and
inexpensive instrument to obtain information which is otherwise difficult to obtain. Data obtained
with the many questionnaires covering various aspects of child development and communicative
competence are equally relevant for basic research and everyday clinical practice. Development and
use of parental questionnaires as well as data interpretation frequently require an interdisciplinary
and cross-sector approach, bringing together developmental psychologists and practitioners. This
interdisciplinarity is assumed but rarely addressed directly.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Social and Emotional Prevention and Intervention
Programming for Preschoolers Susanne A. Denham, Rosemary Burton, 2012-12-06 Social and
Emotional Prevention and Intervention Programming for Preschoolers rests on the idea that young
children, under optimal circumstances, develop substantial abilities in social and emotional domains
by the time they enter school. These abilities contribute to their success and well-being during these
early years, but even more importantly, to both their successful adaptation to school (personal and
academic) and their long-term mental health. The chapters of this volume present theoretical
foundations for and explanations of what important adults in young children's lives - preschool
teachers, daycare providers, parents - can do to encourage the development of such social-emotional
abilities, including promoting secure attachment relationships, providing positive behavior guidance,
and assisting children in developing emotion knowledge, emotion regulation, social problem-solving
skills, and other positive social behaviors. In addition, the book reviews the current state of early
childhood programming in each of these crucial areas, with the addition of a chapter on emergent
parent programming on emotion coaching. Recommendations are made for making such
programming work, for assessing individual children's development and program efficacy, and
necessary future directions for this area are detailed.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Early Childhood Development: Concepts, Methodologies,
Tools, and Applications Management Association, Information Resources, 2018-12-07 A focus on the
developmental progress of children before the age of eight helps to inform their future successes,
including their personality, social behavior, and intellectual capacity. However, it is difficult for
experts to pinpoint best learning and parenting practices for young children. Early Childhood
Development: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications is an innovative reference source
for the latest research on the cognitive, socio-emotional, physical, and linguistic development of
children in settings such as homes, community-based centers, health facilities, and school.
Highlighting a range of topics such as cognitive development, parental involvement, and school
readiness, this multi-volume book is designed for educators, healthcare professionals, parents,
academicians, and researchers interested in all aspects of early childhood development.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Assessment in Early Childhood Special Education
Stephen J. Hernandez, 2024-11-29 This comprehensive guide to assessment in early childhood
special education offers a macro- and micro-level understanding of the essential processes and
activities relevant to the assessment of young children at risk of, or having, developmental delays or
disabilities. The book provides insights into the laws, regulations, processes, culturally and



contextually relevant practices, and requirements that practitioners need to follow when engaged in
assessment, in addition to an extensive overview of current and time-tested assessment tools
designed for use by early childhood educators when evaluating young children with developmental
challenges. It provides immediate guidance and support to a wide range of individuals engaged in
service to young children who may have, or are already identified as having, a disability. Assessment
in Early Childhood Special Education is an essential text for pre-service early childhood special
educators as well as current practitioners, including day care teachers (homebased and
center-based), certified early childhood special educators, and general education kindergarten
through second grade teachers. It should be on the desk of every early childhood educator who
works with children who may be, or have been, identified as being at risk, developmentally delayed,
or disabled.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Occupation-Centred Practice with Children Sylvia Rodger,
Ann Kennedy-Behr, 2017-05-30 Occupation-Centred Practice with Children remains the only
occupational therapy book which supports the development and implementation of
occupation-centred practice with children. Drawing on the latest occupational therapy theory and
research, this new edition has been fully updated throughout, and includes new chapters on
occupational transitions for children and young people, assessing children’s occupations and
participation, intervention within schools, the arts and children’s occupational opportunities, as well
as using animals to support children’s occupational engagement. Key features: Written by an
international expert team of contributors. Each chapter begins with preliminary questions to assist
with consideration of current knowledge, and then reflection questions at the conclusion to allow
revision of key content in order to support independent learning. Highly practical, with a range of
case studies, key point summaries, reflective questions, best practice guidelines, and a range of
tools, interventions and techniques to aid applications to practice. A new appendix outlining all the
assessments referred to in the book has now been included. Occupation-Centred Practice with
Children is a practical, theoretically grounded and evidence based guide to contemporary
occupational therapy practice, and is important reading for all occupational therapy students and
therapists wishing to make a real difference to children and their families’ lives.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Managing Children with Developmental Language
Disorder James Law, Cristina McKean, Carol-Anne Murphy, Elin Thordardottir, 2019-04-09
Although most children learn language relatively quickly, as many as 10 per cent of them are slow to
start speaking and are said to have developmental language disorder (DLD). Children with DLD are
managed by a variety of different professionals in different countries, are offered different services
for different periods of time and are given a variety of different therapeutic treatments. To date,
there has been no attempt to evaluate these different practices. Managing Children with
Developmental Language Disorder: Theory and Practice Across Europe and Beyond does just this,
reporting on the findings of a survey carried out as part of the work of COST Action IS1406, a
European research network. Law and colleagues analyse the results of a pan-European survey,
looking at how different services are delivered in different counties, at the cultural factors
underpinning such services and the theoretical frameworks used to inform practice in different
countries. The book also provides a snapshot of international practices in a set of 35 country-specific
vignettes, providing a benchmark for future developments but also calling attention to the work of
key practitioners and thinkers in each of the countries investigated. This book will be essential
reading for practitioners working with children with language impairments, those commissioning
services and policy in the field and students of speech and language therapy.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Early Childhood Mental Health: Empirical Assessment
and Intervention from Conception through Preschool, An Issue of Child and Adolescent Psychiatric
Clinics of North America, E-Book Mini Tandon, 2017-06-09 This issue of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatric Clinics, edited by Dr. Mini Tandon, will cover a broad range of topics in Early Childhood
Mental Health. Subjects discussed include, but are not limited to: Newborns, preschoolers,
Internalizing Disorders, ADHD and the Externalizing Disorders, Trauma, Sleep Disorders,



Attachment issues, Autism, and Feeding Disorders, among others.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Child Welfare Kathleen Kufeldt, 2014-05-27 In 1994 a
group of researchers and decision makers met to discuss the state of child welfare. Also present
were a few practitioners and two youth in care. Six years later, when they met again, the number of
practitioners and youth had grown considerably and were joined by a strong contingent of foster
parents. Thus the findings and insights presented were affirmed or challenged by those most
affected -- those on the front line. It was an exciting event, worth capturing in book form. Kathleen
Kufeldt and Brad McKenzie have gathered the papers presented at the 2000 Symposium and have
organised them under four themes: incidence and characteristics of child maltreatment; the
continuum of care; policy and practice; and future directions. An analysis and synthesis of the work
informs each of these themes, while an eight-point research agenda developed in an earlier
symposium is used to assess developments to date and provide guidance for the future.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Assessment of Childhood Disorders Eric J. Mash,
Russell A. Barkley, 2009-12-23 This leading text and clinical guide offers best-practice
recommendations for assessing a comprehensive array of child and adolescent mental health
problems and health risks. Prominent authorities present evidence-based approaches that can be
used in planning, implementing, and evaluating real-world clinical services. Coverage encompasses
behavior disorders, mood disorders, anxiety disorders, developmental disorders, maltreatment, and
adolescent problems. The volume emphasizes the need to evaluate clients' strengths as well as their
deficits, and to take into account the developmental, biological, familial, and cultural contexts of
problem behavior. This book will be of most value to practitioners, researchers, and students in child
clinical psychology and related fields as well as serving as a useful core text for advanced
undergraduate- and graduate-level courses in child assessment, child psychopathology, and child
therapy.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: The Oxford Handbook of Infant, Toddler, and Preschool
Mental Health Assessment Rebecca DelCarmen-Wiggins, Alice S. Carter, 2019 The Oxford Handbook
of Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Mental Health Assessment, Second Edition brings together leading
clinical and developmental researchers to provide empirically based recommendations for
assessment of social-emotional and behavior problems and disorders in the earliest years. The
second edition is fully updated and revised according to an upsurge of research in the field of
assessment, especially with regard to infants and children.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Handbook of Child Psychology, Child Psychology in
Practice William Damon, Richard M. Lerner, K. Ann Renninger, Irving E. Sigel, 2007-07-30 Part of
the authoritative four-volume reference that spans the entire field of child development and has set
the standard against which all other scholarly references are compared. Updated and revised to
reflect the new developments in the field, the Handbook of Child Psychology, Sixth Edition contains
new chapters on such topics as spirituality, social understanding, and non-verbal communication.
Volume 4: Child Psychology in Practice, edited by K. Ann Renninger, Swarthmore College, and Irving
E. Sigel, Educational Testing Service, covers child psychology in clinical and educational practice.
New topics addressed include educational assessment and evaluation, character education, learning
disabilities, mental retardation, media and popular culture, children's health and parenting.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: The Oxford Handbook of Child Psychological Assessment
Donald H. Saklofske, Cecil R. Reynolds, Vicki L. Schwean, 2013-04-25 This handbook surveys clinical
and educational considerations related to the foundations, models, special topics, and practice of
psychological assessment.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Occupational Therapy for Children - E-Book Jane
Case-Smith, Jane Clifford O'Brien, 2013-08-07 The sixth edition of Occupational Therapy for Children
maintains its focus on children from infancy to adolescence and gives comprehensive coverage of
both conditions and treatment techniques in all settings. Inside you’ll discover new author
contributions, new research and theories, new techniques, and current trends to keep you in step
with the changes in pediatric OT practice. This edition provides an even stronger focus on



evidence-based practice with the addition of key research notes and explanations of the evidentiary
basis for specific interventions. Unique Evolve Resources website reinforces textbook content with
video clips and learning activities for more comprehensive learning. Case studies help you apply
concepts to actual situations you may encounter in practice. Evidence-based practice focus reflects
the most recent trends and practices in occupational therapy. Unique! Chapter on working with
adolescents helps you manage the special needs of this important age group. Unique! Research
Notes boxes help you interpret evidence and strengthen your clinical decision-making skills. Video
clips on a companion Evolve Resources website reinforce important concepts and rehabilitation
techniques.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Collaborative Assessment Stephen A. Goodman, Stuart H.
Wittenstein, 2003 Collaborative Assessment is designed to help all professionals who work with
visually impaired students understand the impact of visual impairment on assessing students'
learning potential. Written by the expert assessment team at the California School for the Blind, this
book focuses on evaluating students in a variety of areas, including psychology, speech and
language, orientation and mobility, and technology, and provides a framework for developing a
cooperative, interactive team of professionals from a variety of disciplines to achieve accurate
evaluation of the needs and strengths of students. School psychologists, speech and language
pathologists, administrators, teachers, and parents will find this book invaluable. Includes helpful
forms and checklists and annotated lists of assessments in each area.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Encyclopedia of School Psychology Steven W. Lee,
2005-04-27 The Encyclopedia of School Psychology provides both an introduction to the field and a
way for experienced practitioners to gain a deeper understanding of how school psychology has
progressed to match the demands of the 21st century.--BOOK JACKET.
  assessment tools for preschoolers: Clinical Guide to Psychiatric Assessment of Infants and
Young Children Karen A. Frankel, Joyce Harrison, Wanjiku F.M. Njoroge, 2019-04-02 This book
provides a clinical guide to the psychiatric assessment of infants and young children, birth through
five years, and their families. It offers a comprehensive, data-rich framework for conducting mental
health assessments of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. The book includes a step-by-step guide for
evaluation and assessment, reviewing relevant literature and best practices for working with very
young children. It begins with an overview of the purpose and principles of psychiatric assessment
and offers a protocol for planning and executing a thorough evaluation. Chapters examine critical
aspects of the assessment process, including children’s relationships with parents/caregivers,
assessment of parents, cultural considerations, and play behaviors. Chapters also provide illustrative
case vignettes and information on specialized tools that can be adapted for use in a private office or
training clinic. Topics featured in this book include: Play-based assessment models for accessing the
inner world of young children. The effect of caregivers and their reflective functioning on the mental
health of young children. The use of adult-report rating scales in the clinical assessment of young
children. Psychopharmacologic considerations in early childhood. The Clinical Guide to Psychiatric
Assessment of Infants and Young Children is a must-have resource for researchers, clinicians, and
related professionals, and graduate students in infancy and early childhood development, pediatrics,
social work, psychiatry, and public health. “The volume is both highly practical and up to date,
impressively bridging the gap betweenscience and practice. The book is an invaluable guide for
students and trainees and an important reference for seasoned clinicians.” David Oppenheim, Ph.D.,
University of Haifa “The book integrates relational, developmental and social-emotional health
dimensions within each chapter, reviewing subjective and objective measures in a range of domains.
The book is clear and user-friendly. I wholeheartedly recommend it!” Daniel S. Schechter, M.D.,
New York University School of Medicine “This important new volume provides multiple perspectives
on the entire range of assessment methods and procedures used in early childhood mental health.
This is a vital read for students and practitioners.” Charles H. Zeanah, M.D., Tulane University
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