
asl harmful signs
asl harmful signs refer to specific gestures or movements within American
Sign Language that can be misunderstood or carry negative connotations,
potentially causing offense or harm. Understanding these signs is critical
for effective communication, especially for learners and interpreters who
work with deaf and hard-of-hearing communities. This article explores the
nature of asl harmful signs, their cultural implications, and how to avoid
them to foster respectful and clear interactions. It also covers common
examples of signs that may be considered rude or inappropriate, the
importance of context in sign interpretation, and best practices for learning
and using ASL responsibly. By gaining insight into these nuances, users can
enhance their signing skills while maintaining cultural sensitivity and
awareness. The following sections will delve into the types of harmful signs,
cultural considerations, and strategies for proper ASL usage.
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Understanding ASL Harmful Signs
ASL harmful signs encompass gestures or expressions within American Sign
Language that may be perceived as offensive, disrespectful, or inappropriate.
These signs can cause misunderstandings or emotional harm if used incorrectly
or without awareness of their cultural context. Harmful signs often include
those with aggressive, derogatory, or vulgar meanings, which vary depending
on regional and community norms. Understanding these signs is essential for
anyone communicating in ASL to ensure respectful and effective interaction.

Definition and Scope
ASL harmful signs are not inherently part of the language but arise from
certain gestures or expressions that carry negative meanings. These signs may
be offensive due to their historical use, cultural significance, or physical
aggressiveness. The scope of harmful signs includes slang, insults, and
culturally sensitive gestures that can alienate or upset deaf individuals.
Distinguishing between standard ASL vocabulary and harmful signs helps



maintain communication that is both accurate and respectful.

Impact on Communication
The use of harmful signs can lead to breakdowns in communication, mistrust,
or conflict within deaf communities. Misusing or unintentionally signing
harmful content may cause embarrassment or offense, damaging relationships
and opportunities for collaboration. Additionally, interpreters and educators
who are unaware of harmful signs risk perpetuating negative stereotypes or
causing harm to those they serve. Proper knowledge and sensitivity are
crucial to prevent such outcomes.

Common Examples of Harmful Signs in ASL
Several ASL signs are recognized as harmful due to their meanings,
connotations, or physical execution. These examples are important for
learners to identify and avoid in order to communicate respectfully. It is
also important to note that some signs may be considered acceptable in
certain contexts but harmful in others, emphasizing the role of awareness and
discretion.

Offensive Gestures
Some hand movements used in ASL can be offensive if misapplied. Examples
include:

The Middle Finger: Similar to its use in spoken language cultures, this
gesture is universally considered rude and inappropriate.

“Shove” or “Hit” Signs: Signs that mimic aggressive actions can be
perceived as threatening or violent when used out of context.

Derogatory Facial Expressions: Facial grammar is a critical component of
ASL, and negative expressions paired with signs can amplify harmful
intent.

Slang and Insults
ASL includes slang that can be offensive or discriminatory. Examples include
signs used to insult intelligence, appearance, or behavior. These signs may
be especially harmful when directed at individuals or groups, contributing to
stigma or bullying within the community.



Misused Signs
Unintentional harm can occur when signs are mistaken or used incorrectly. For
instance, confusing similar signs that have vastly different meanings can
lead to communication errors or offense, such as mixing a polite sign with
one that is insulting.

Cultural Sensitivity and Context in ASL
Cultural sensitivity is vital in understanding and avoiding asl harmful
signs. Deaf culture has its own norms, values, and etiquette that influence
how signs are interpreted and used. Context plays a key role in determining
whether a sign is harmful or acceptable.

Deaf Culture and Communication Norms
Deaf culture emphasizes respect, clarity, and community cohesion. Certain
signs that may be acceptable in casual settings might be inappropriate in
formal or unfamiliar environments. Understanding cultural norms helps prevent
the use of harmful signs and promotes positive interactions.

Contextual Interpretation
The meaning of a sign can change based on factors such as location,
relationship between communicators, and situation. What is considered a
harmless joke among close friends might be offensive when used by strangers.
Awareness of these contextual nuances reduces the risk of harm.

Non-Manual Signals and Their Effects
Facial expressions, body language, and tone are integral to ASL and can alter
the meaning of a sign significantly. Negative non-manual signals combined
with signs can produce harmful effects even if the sign itself is neutral.

Best Practices for Avoiding Harmful Signs
To minimize the use of harmful signs and foster respectful communication,
several best practices should be followed by ASL learners and users.

Thorough Learning and Practice
Engaging with qualified instructors and native signers helps individuals
learn the correct usage of ASL signs, including which to avoid. Practice in



real-life settings with feedback is essential for mastery.

Respectful Communication Etiquette
Maintaining politeness, avoiding slang or derogatory terms, and using
appropriate facial expressions are key to respectful signing. Asking
questions when unsure about a sign's meaning can prevent misunderstandings.

Awareness of Regional Variations
ASL varies by region, and signs considered harmful in one area may differ
elsewhere. Being aware of local variations and cultural norms helps avoid
unintended offense.

Use of Alternative Signs
When a sign is known to be potentially harmful, choosing alternative, neutral
signs is advisable. This approach promotes clear and inclusive communication.

List of Best Practice Tips

Learn from native Deaf signers or certified ASL instructors.

Avoid slang or signs with aggressive connotations.

Pay attention to facial expressions and body language.

Consider the context and relationship before using informal signs.

Seek feedback to correct sign usage and improve skills.

Stay updated on cultural norms within the Deaf community.

Use alternative signs if uncertain about a sign’s appropriateness.

Resources for Learning Respectful ASL
Communication
Access to reliable learning materials and community resources is crucial for
avoiding asl harmful signs and promoting respectful communication. Several
organizations and platforms offer guidance on proper ASL usage and cultural



understanding.

Educational Programs and Workshops
Many institutions provide ASL courses that include cultural competency
training. Workshops led by Deaf educators focus on language nuances and
harmful sign avoidance.

Online Platforms and Communities
Online forums, video tutorials, and social media groups offer spaces where
learners can observe, practice, and ask questions about ASL. Engaging with
Deaf community members online fosters better understanding.

Books and Reference Guides
Several published materials detail correct ASL usage, including explanations
of signs to avoid and cultural etiquette. These resources serve as valuable
references for learners and interpreters.

Deaf Organizations and Advocacy Groups
Organizations dedicated to Deaf culture and rights provide support and
education on respectful communication. Participating in events or outreach
programs enhances cultural sensitivity and language skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are ASL harmful signs and why are they
concerning?
ASL harmful signs refer to signs in American Sign Language that can be
misinterpreted or are used inappropriately, potentially causing confusion,
offense, or harm in communication. They are concerning because accurate and
respectful communication is essential in ASL to avoid misunderstandings and
maintain inclusivity.

Can using harmful signs in ASL affect deaf
individuals emotionally?
Yes, using harmful or offensive signs in ASL can negatively impact deaf
individuals emotionally, as these signs may carry derogatory meanings or be



used to bully, discriminate, or marginalize members of the Deaf community.

How can one identify if an ASL sign is harmful or
offensive?
Identifying harmful or offensive ASL signs involves understanding the
cultural context and consulting with native ASL users or Deaf community
resources. Some signs may be outdated, have double meanings, or be considered
slang or insults, so awareness and education are key.

Are there efforts to educate people about harmful
signs in ASL?
Yes, there are ongoing efforts by Deaf educators, organizations, and ASL
instructors to raise awareness about harmful signs, promote respectful
communication, and update ASL curricula to reflect culturally appropriate and
sensitive language usage.

What should I do if I accidentally use a harmful
sign in ASL?
If you accidentally use a harmful sign in ASL, it is important to apologize
sincerely, learn the correct or acceptable signs, and educate yourself about
the cultural significance to avoid repeating the mistake. Being open to
feedback from the Deaf community is crucial for respectful communication.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Harmful Signs in ASL: A Comprehensive Guide
This book explores the various signs in American Sign Language that can be
perceived as harmful or offensive. It provides cultural context and explains
why certain signs may cause misunderstandings or discomfort. Readers will
gain insight into respectful communication and how to avoid unintentional
harm while using ASL.

2. The Impact of Harmful ASL Signs on Deaf Communities
Focusing on the social and emotional effects, this book delves into how
harmful signs affect individuals within Deaf communities. It includes
personal stories and expert analyses to highlight the importance of
sensitivity in sign language use. The book encourages awareness and promotes
positive interactions through mindful signing.

3. Harmful Gestures and Signs: Navigating ASL Etiquette
This guide discusses the etiquette of American Sign Language, emphasizing
which gestures may be considered harmful or inappropriate. It offers
practical advice for learners and interpreters on maintaining respectful
communication. The book also covers the history behind certain signs and



their evolving meanings.

4. Recognizing and Addressing Offensive Signs in ASL
Aimed at educators and interpreters, this book identifies common offensive
signs and suggests strategies for addressing them in educational and
professional settings. It includes exercises to help readers recognize
harmful signs and replace them with respectful alternatives. The book
promotes inclusive language practices within the Deaf and signing
communities.

5. ASL and Cultural Sensitivity: Avoiding Harmful Signs
This book highlights the intersection of language and culture in American
Sign Language, focusing on signs that may be harmful due to cultural
differences. It encourages signers to develop cultural sensitivity and
understanding to prevent miscommunication. Readers learn how to approach ASL
with respect for diverse Deaf cultures.

6. The Psychology Behind Harmful Signs in ASL
Exploring the psychological impact, this book examines how certain ASL signs
can trigger negative emotions or trauma. It discusses the role of body
language and facial expressions in conveying harmful messages. The book aims
to foster empathy and awareness among ASL users to create safer communication
environments.

7. Signs of Harm: A Historical Perspective on Offensive ASL Gestures
This historical analysis traces the origins of harmful and offensive signs in
ASL, revealing how societal attitudes have shaped language use. It provides
context for why some signs are considered inappropriate today. The book is an
essential resource for understanding the evolution of ASL and promoting
respectful signing.

8. Teaching ASL Without Harm: Strategies for Inclusive Communication
Designed for ASL instructors, this book offers methods for teaching sign
language while avoiding harmful signs. It includes lesson plans, activities,
and tips for fostering an inclusive classroom environment. The focus is on
empowering students to communicate respectfully and effectively.

9. Deconstructing Harmful Signs: A Linguistic Approach to ASL
This book takes a linguistic perspective to analyze harmful signs in American
Sign Language, exploring their structure, usage, and social implications. It
discusses how language shapes thought and behavior within Deaf communities.
The book encourages critical thinking about the power of signs and promotes
positive language change.
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  asl harmful signs: Sociolinguistic Variation in American Sign Language Ceil Lucas, Robert
Bayley, Clayton Valli, 2001 Linguists Ceil Lucas, Robert Bayley, Clayton Valli and a host of other
researchers have taken the techniques used to study the regional variations in speech (such as
saying hwhich for which) and have applied them to American Sign Language. Discover how the same
driving social factors affect signs in different regions in Sociolinguistic Variation in American Sign
Language.
  asl harmful signs: Understanding and Teaching American Sign Language: A Guide for
Students and Educators Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-28 **Understanding and Teaching American
Sign Language: A Guide for Students and Educators** is the ultimate guide to American Sign
Language (ASL) for students, educators, and anyone interested in learning more about this beautiful
and expressive language. This comprehensive book covers all aspects of ASL, from the basics of
grammar and syntax to the use of ASL in different contexts, such as education, healthcare, and the
workplace. The book also includes a chapter on the history and culture of the deaf community. With
clear and concise explanations, engaging examples, and helpful practice exercises, **Understanding
and Teaching American Sign Language: A Guide for Students and Educators** makes learning ASL
easy and enjoyable. Whether you are a deaf or hard of hearing individual who wants to learn more
about ASL, a hearing individual who is interested in learning ASL, or an educator who wants to learn
how to teach ASL, this book is the perfect resource for you. In **Understanding and Teaching
American Sign Language: A Guide for Students and Educators**, you will discover: * The history and
origins of ASL * The structure of ASL grammar and syntax * The different types of ASL handshapes
and movements * How to use ASL to communicate in everyday situations * How to use ASL in
different contexts, such as education, healthcare, and the workplace * The importance of ASL in the
deaf community By the end of this book, you will have a solid foundation in ASL and be able to use it
to communicate with deaf and hard of hearing individuals. You will also have a greater
understanding of the deaf community and its culture. **Understanding and Teaching American Sign
Language: A Guide for Students and Educators** is the perfect resource for anyone who wants to
learn more about ASL. Whether you are a student, educator, or simply someone who is interested in
learning a new language, this book has something for everyone. If you like this book, write a review
on google books!
  asl harmful signs: The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages Ceil Lucas, 2001-10-04 This is an
accessible introduction to the major areas of sociolinguistics as they relate to sign languages and
deaf communities. Clearly organised, it brings together a team of leading experts in sign linguistics
to survey the field, and covers a wide range of topics including variation, multilingualism,
bilingualism, language attitudes, discourse analysis, language policy and planning. The book
examines how sign languages are distributed around the world; what occurs when they come in
contact with spoken and written languages; and how signers use them in a variety of situations.
Each chapter introduces the key issues in each area of inquiry and provides a comprehensive review
of the literature. The book also includes suggestions for further reading and helpful exercises. The
Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages will be welcomed by students in deaf studies, linguistics and
interpreter training, as well as spoken language researchers, and researchers and teachers of sign
language.
  asl harmful signs: The American Sign Language Challenge: A Hands-On Learning Experience
Pasquale De Marco, Unlock the world of American Sign Language (ASL) like never before with The
American Sign Language Challenge: A Hands-On Learning Experience. Whether you're taking your
first steps into the world of ASL or seeking to elevate your signing skills, this book offers an
engaging and interactive journey into the language and culture of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
communities. ## Discover the Art of ASL This book is your gateway to the vibrant and expressive
world of ASL. More than just a collection of signs, ASL is a complete language with its own
grammar, syntax, and cultural nuances. Dive deep into the intricacies of ASL with a unique approach
that combines learning through puzzles and interactive exercises. ## The Puzzle Approach What



sets this book apart is its innovative use of puzzles to teach ASL. From crosswords to word searches
and handshape identification tasks, each puzzle challenges you to apply your signing knowledge in a
fun and engaging way. Whether you're a visual learner or prefer hands-on activities, these puzzles
make learning ASL a rewarding experience. ## Comprehensive Learning The American Sign
Language Challenge covers a wide range of topics, from the fundamentals of handshapes and
fingerspelling to advanced grammar and cultural insights. Each chapter is designed to build your
skills and deepen your understanding of ASL, empowering you to communicate effectively with Deaf
and Hard of Hearing individuals. ## Who Can Benefit This book is suitable for learners of all levels,
from beginners taking their first steps in ASL to interpreters and educators looking to enhance their
proficiency. It's also an excellent resource for anyone interested in Deaf culture and ASL. Whether
you're a student, teacher, or simply curious about ASL, you'll find valuable insights and practical
knowledge within these pages. ## Join the ASL Challenge Are you ready to embark on an exciting
ASL journey? Challenge yourself, expand your horizons, and connect with a vibrant community
through the beauty of American Sign Language. The American Sign Language Challenge: A
Hands-On Learning Experience is your key to unlocking this rich and expressive language. Start
your ASL adventure today!
  asl harmful signs: Research Methods in Sign Language Studies Eleni Orfanidou, Bencie Woll,
Gary Morgan, 2015-03-16 Research Methods in Sign Language Studies is a landmark work on sign
language research, which spans the fields of linguistics, experimental and developmental
psychology, brain research, and language assessment. Examines a broad range of topics, including
ethical and political issues, key methodologies, and the collection of linguistic, cognitive,
neuroscientific, and neuropsychological data Provides tips and recommendations to improve
research quality at all levels and encourages readers to approach the field from the perspective of
diversity rather than disability Incorporates research on sign languages from Europe, Asia, North
and South America, and Africa Brings together top researchers on the subject from around the
world, including many who are themselves deaf
  asl harmful signs: The History of American Sign Language "A.S.L." Carol J. Nickens, 2008
  asl harmful signs: Bilingual Education Jim Cummins, David Corson, 1997 Made up of eight
volumes, the Encyclopedia of Language and Education is the first attempt at providing an overview
of the subject.
  asl harmful signs: The Notion of the Native Speaker Put to the Test: Recent Research
Advances Pedro Guijarro-Fuentes, Cristina Suarez-Gomez, Mila Vulchanova, Antonella Sorace,
Valentin Vulchanov, 2022-04-21
  asl harmful signs: Online Identity - An Essential Guide Rohit Raja, Amit Kumar Dewangan,
2024-04-10 In today's digital age, having a strong online identity has become more important than
ever. This book aims to explore the many facets of this topic, from the importance of building a
positive digital presence to managing one's online reputation and privacy. We want to cover
different aspects of online identity. This book will focus on the importance of online identity and how
it can affect our personal and professional lives. We also want to provide strategies for building a
strong and authentic online identity, including tips on how to curate social media profiles and
manage privacy settings. The book will also delve into the concept of digital footprints and the
implications of our online actions, explore online reputation management and how to maintain a
positive online image, and analyze the impact of online identity on mental health, including the
effects of cyberbullying and social comparison. Finally, the book will look into the future of online
identity, exploring emerging technologies such as blockchain-based identity solutions and virtual
reality environments. With practical tips and insightful analysis, this book hopes to become an
essential guide for anyone looking to navigate the complexities of online identity in the digital age.
  asl harmful signs: Encyclopedia of Special Education, Volume 4 Cecil R. Reynolds,
Kimberly J. Vannest, Elaine Fletcher-Janzen, 2018-03-02 The only comprehensive reference devoted
to special education The highly acclaimed Encyclopedia of Special Education addresses issues of
importance ranging from theory to practice and is a critical reference for researchers as well as



those working in the special education field. This completely updated and comprehensive A-Z
reference includes about 200 new entries, with increased attention given to those topics that have
grown in importance since the publication of the third edition, such as technology, service delivery
policies, international issues, neuropsychology, and RTI. The latest editions of assessment
instruments frequently administered in special education settings are discussed. Only encyclopedia
or comprehensive reference devoted to special education Edited and written by leading researchers
and scholars in the field New edition includes over 200 more entries than previous edition, with
increased attention given to those topics that have grown in importance since the publication of the
third edition—such as technology, service delivery policies, international issues, neuropsychology,
and Response to Intervention, Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS), Autism and
Applied Behavior Analysis Entries will be updated to cover the latest editions of the assessment
instruments frequently administered in special education settings Includes an international list of
authors and descriptions of special education in 35 countries Includes technology and legal updates
to reflect a rapidly changing environment Comprehensive and thoroughly up to date, this is the
essential, A-Z compilation of authoritative information on the education of those with special needs.
  asl harmful signs: What's Your Sign for Pizza? Ceil Lucas, Robert Bayley, Clayton Valli,
2003 Lucas, Valli (both Gallaudet U.) and Bayley (U. of Texas, San Antonio) present materials
designed to introduce members of the Deaf community and the general public to the sociolinguistic
variation in American Sign Language (ASL). These materials are a part of the resulting products
from a seven-year
  asl harmful signs: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie Gertz, Patrick Boudreault,
2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection of articles defining the
current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical and intersectional lens
encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges and universities and
the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf History, Deaf Culture,
Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served to expand the
activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has experienced a
major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s. The field has
been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and politics
worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with cell
phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus away
from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be “fixed” in
order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.
  asl harmful signs: Metaphor in American Sign Language Phyllis Perrin Wilcox, 2000 As she
explains, If the iconic influence that surrounds metaphor is set aside, the results will be greater
understanding and interpretations that are less opaque..
  asl harmful signs: Deaf Education and Challenges for Bilingual/Multilingual Students Musyoka,
Millicent Malinda, 2022-01-07 Biliteracy, or the development of reading, writing, speaking, listening,
and thinking competencies in more than one language, is a complex and dynamic process. The
process is even more challenging when the languages used in the literacy process differ in modality.
Biliteracy development among deaf students involves the use of visual languages (i.e., sign
languages) and auditory languages (spoken languages). Deaf students' sign language proficiency is
strongly related to their literacy abilities. The distinction between bilingualism and multilingualism
is critical to our understanding of the underserved, the linguistic deficit, and the underachievement
of deaf and hard of hearing (D/HH) immigrant students, thus bringing the multilingual and
immigrant aspect into the research on deaf education. Multilingual and immigrant students may face
unique challenges in the course of their education. Hence, in the education of D/HH students, the



intersection of issues such as biculturalism/multiculturalism, bilingualism/multilingualism, and
immigration can create a dilemma for teachers and other stakeholders working with them. Deaf
Education and Challenges for Bilingual/Multilingual Students is an essential reference book that
provides knowledge, skills, and dispositions for teaching multicultural, multilingual, and immigrant
deaf and hard of hearing students globally and identifies the challenges facing the inclusion needs of
this population. This book fills a current gap in educational resources for teaching immigrant,
multilingual, and multicultural deaf students in learning institutions all over the world. Covering
topics such as universal design for learning, inclusion, literacy, and language acquisition, this text is
crucial for classroom teachers of deaf or hard of hearing students, faculty in deaf education
programs, language instructors, students, pre-service teachers, researchers, and academicians.
  asl harmful signs: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil Lucas, 1992
The standard introduction on ASL structure, now expanded with more information on linguistic
fundamentals.
  asl harmful signs: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis Cokely, 1991
The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL stories,
poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to allow the
student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of sign
language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.
  asl harmful signs: Sign Language Interpreting and Interpreter Education Marc
Marschark, Rico Peterson, Elizabeth A. Winston, Patricia Sapere, Carol M. Convertino, Rosemarie
Seewagen, Christine Monikowski, 2005-04-14 More the 1.46 million people in the United States have
hearing losses in sufficient severity to be considered deaf; another 21 million people have other
hearing impairments. For many deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals, sign language and voice
interpreting is essential to their participation in educational programs and their access to public and
private services. However, there is less than half the number of interpreters needed to meet the
demand, interpreting quality is often variable, and there is a considerable lack of knowledge of
factors that contribute to successful interpreting. Perhaps it is not surprising, then, that a study by
the National Association of the Deaf (NAD) found that 70% of the deaf individuals are dissatisfied
with interpreting quality. Because recent legislation in the United States and elsewhere has
mandated access to educational, employment, and other contexts for deaf individuals and others
with hearing disabilities, there is an increasing need for quality sign language interpreting. It is in
education, however, that the need is most pressing, particularly because more than 75% of deaf
students now attend regular schools (rather than schools for the deaf), where teachers and
classmates are unable to sign for themselves. In the more than 100 interpreter training programs in
the U.S. alone, there are a variety of educational models, but little empirical information on how to
evaluate them or determine their appropriateness in different interpreting and interpreter
education-covering what we know, what we do not know, and what we should know. Several
volumes have covered interpreting and interpreter education, there are even some published
dissertations that have included a single research study, and a few books have attempted to offer
methods for professional interpreters or interpreter educators with nods to existing research. This is
the first volume that synthesizes existing work and provides a coherent picture of the field as a
whole, including evaluation of the extent to which current practices are supported by validating
research. It will be the first comprehensive source, suitable as both a reference book and a textbook
for interpreter training programs and a variety of courses on bilingual education, psycholinguistics
and translation, and cross-linguistic studies.
  asl harmful signs: What the Hands Reveal about the Brain Howard Poizner, Edward S. Klima,
Ursula Bellugi, 1987 What the Hands Reveal About the Brain provides dramatic evidence that
language is not limited to hearing and speech, that there are primary linguistic systems passed down



from one generation of deaf people to the next, which have been forged into antonomous languages
and are not derived front spoken languages.
  asl harmful signs: Language Deprivation and Deaf Mental Health Neil S. Glickman,
Wyatte C. Hall, 2018-09-03 Language Deprivation and Deaf Mental Health explores the impact of the
language deprivation that some deaf individuals experience by not being provided fully accessible
language exposure during childhood. Leading experts in Deaf mental health care discuss the
implications of language deprivation for a person’s development, communication, cognitive abilities,
behavior, and mental health. Beginning with a groundbreaking discussion of language deprivation
syndrome, the chapters address the challenges of psychotherapy, interpreting, communication and
forensic assessment, language and communication development with language-deprived persons, as
well as whether cochlear implantation means deaf children should not receive rich sign language
exposure. The book concludes with a discussion of the most effective advocacy strategies to prevent
language deprivation. These issues, which draw on both cultural and disability perspectives, are
central to the emerging clinical specialty of Deaf mental health.
  asl harmful signs: American Sign Language Catherine Kettrick, 1984
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