
bat masterson height real

bat masterson height real is a topic that has intrigued historians, fans of the Old West, and
enthusiasts of American folklore alike. Bat Masterson was a notable figure in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, known for his roles as a lawman, gambler, journalist, and sports writer. His physical
stature has often been a subject of curiosity, as descriptions of his height vary across different
sources. Understanding Bat Masterson's real height provides not only a clearer image of the man
himself but also offers insight into how legends and historical facts can intertwine. This article delves
into the verified data, contemporary accounts, and how Masterson's physical presence contributed to
his larger-than-life persona. From examining historical records to analyzing visual evidence, the
following sections will clarify the question of Bat Masterson height real.

Historical Background of Bat Masterson

Documented Evidence of Bat Masterson’s Height

Contemporary Descriptions and Eyewitness Accounts

Height Comparisons with Other Old West Figures

Impact of Bat Masterson’s Height on His Reputation

Common Misconceptions and Myths

Historical Background of Bat Masterson
Understanding the context of Bat Masterson’s life is essential when exploring details such as his
height. Born William Barclay Masterson in 1853, he gained fame as a buffalo hunter, lawman, and
gambler before transitioning into journalism. His multifaceted career spanned across the American
frontier and into the early 20th century urban life. Masterson's physical attributes, including his
height, contributed to his effectiveness and reputation as a lawman and gunfighter. Historical records
from the period often noted physical characteristics to distinguish notable individuals, making height
an important identifying factor.

Documented Evidence of Bat Masterson’s Height
To establish the bat masterson height real, primary sources such as military records, census data, and
personal documents provide the most reliable information. These sources often recorded physical
stats, offering a factual basis for his height.



Military and Census Records
Available records from the late 19th century, including census data and military enlistment papers,
indicate that Bat Masterson stood approximately 5 feet 11 inches tall. This height was fairly tall for
men of his era, contributing to his commanding presence.

Photographic Evidence
Photographs of Bat Masterson alongside contemporaries also help estimate his height. While
photographic distortions can occur, comparative analysis with other known individuals of documented
height supports the 5'11" figure. His posture and relative size in these images reinforce this
estimation.

Contemporary Descriptions and Eyewitness Accounts
Eyewitness testimonies and contemporary newspaper articles often provide descriptive accounts of
Bat Masterson’s physical stature. These narratives contribute qualitative data about his height and
appearance.

Lawmen and Associates’ Observations
Colleagues and fellow lawmen described Masterson as tall and lean, with a physical build that was
both imposing and agile. Accounts frequently emphasized his height as part of his intimidating
presence during confrontations.

Newspaper Descriptions
Period newspapers often highlighted Bat Masterson’s stature when reporting on his exploits. The
height was sometimes exaggerated to enhance the legendary aura surrounding him, but most
descriptions align with the nearly six-foot range.

Height Comparisons with Other Old West Figures
Comparing Bat Masterson’s height to other prominent figures of the Old West provides perspective on
how his stature measured up within that historical context.

Comparison with Wyatt Earp
Wyatt Earp, another famous lawman of the period, was about 5 feet 10 inches tall. Masterson’s height
was slightly taller, giving him a modest advantage in physical presence.



Comparison with Doc Holliday
Doc Holliday was notably shorter, standing around 5 feet 7 inches. This contrast highlights how Bat
Masterson’s height was above average among his peers, contributing to his distinctive image.

Bat Masterson: Approximately 5’11”

Wyatt Earp: Approximately 5’10”

Doc Holliday: Approximately 5’7”

Impact of Bat Masterson’s Height on His Reputation
Bat Masterson’s height played a significant role in shaping his reputation as a formidable lawman and
gunfighter. Physical stature often influenced perceptions of authority and intimidation in the Old West.

Authority and Presence
Standing close to six feet tall, Masterson’s height aided in commanding respect and projecting
confidence during law enforcement duties. His stature complemented his skills and reputation for
quick decision-making and marksmanship.

Influence on Popular Culture
In popular culture and media portrayals, Bat Masterson’s height has sometimes been dramatized to
emphasize his heroic qualities. While some depictions exaggerate, the real height aligns with a strong
and imposing figure typical of Western legends.

Common Misconceptions and Myths
Despite available evidence, several myths and misconceptions about Bat Masterson’s height persist
due to sensationalized accounts and fictionalized portrayals.

Exaggerated Height Claims
Some sources claim that Masterson was well over six feet tall, sometimes listing heights of 6'2" or
more. These exaggerations likely arose from efforts to mythologize his character in dime novels and
later media.



Confusion with Other Figures
Occasionally, Bat Masterson’s height is confused with that of other Old West personalities. Such mix-
ups contribute to inconsistent records and require careful examination of primary sources to clarify.

Height exaggerations often stem from fictionalized stories

Misidentifications with other lawmen cause discrepancies

Primary records remain the most reliable source for verifying height

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Bat Masterson's real height?
Bat Masterson's real height was approximately 5 feet 8 inches (173 cm).

Was Bat Masterson considered tall for his time?
At around 5 feet 8 inches, Bat Masterson was about average height for a man in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

Are there any photographs that show Bat Masterson's height?
Yes, there are several historical photographs of Bat Masterson standing next to other individuals,
which help estimate his height as around 5 feet 8 inches.

Did Bat Masterson's height affect his career as a lawman and
gunfighter?
Bat Masterson's height was not particularly notable, and his skills, reputation, and demeanor were far
more important in his career as a lawman and gunfighter.

Is Bat Masterson's height different in movies or TV shows
compared to real life?
In some movies or TV shows, actors portraying Bat Masterson may be taller or shorter than the real
Bat Masterson, but historically he was about 5 feet 8 inches tall.

How does Bat Masterson's height compare to other famous
Old West figures?
Bat Masterson, at about 5 feet 8 inches, was similar in height to many famous Old West figures, some



of whom were taller or shorter, but height was generally less important than skill and reputation.

Additional Resources
1. Bat Masterson: The Man and the Legend
This biography explores the life of Bat Masterson, delving into his true height, persona, and exploits
as a legendary figure of the American Old West. The book separates myth from reality, shedding light
on his career as a lawman, gambler, and journalist. Readers will gain insight into how his physical
stature influenced public perception.

2. Height and Heroism: The Real Bat Masterson
Focusing on historical records and eyewitness accounts, this book investigates Bat Masterson's actual
height and how it affected his reputation. It also discusses the role his stature played in his
effectiveness as a gunfighter and lawman. The narrative provides a balanced view of the man behind
the legend.

3. Bat Masterson: Gunfighter Tall Tales vs. Real Height
This book contrasts the exaggerated stories of Bat Masterson’s size with verified historical data. It
examines how folklore and media portrayal often amplified his height to enhance his larger-than-life
image. Readers are offered a critical look at how physical attributes can become part of myth-making.

4. Old West Legends: Bat Masterson’s True Stature
A detailed study of Bat Masterson’s life with a special focus on his physical characteristics, including
his height. The book contextualizes how height influenced social dynamics and respect in the Old
West. It also touches on how Masterson's image was crafted in popular culture.

5. The Real Bat Masterson: Separating Fact from Fiction
This work aims to debunk common misconceptions about Bat Masterson, including those about his
height. Through historical documents and expert analysis, it paints an accurate picture of the man
behind the legend. The book also explores the impact of these myths on his legacy.

6. Bat Masterson: Lawman, Gambler, and His True Height
Covering Bat Masterson’s multifaceted career, this book highlights how his actual height played a role
in his various professions. It provides a nuanced view of how physical presence affected his
interactions and authority. The narrative is enriched with anecdotes and historical evidence.

7. Myths of the Old West: Bat Masterson’s Height Examined
An exploration of Old West myths with a chapter dedicated to Bat Masterson’s reputed height. The
book analyzes how stories of his size were exaggerated for dramatic effect. It offers readers a broader
understanding of how such myths were constructed and perpetuated.

8. Bat Masterson’s Physique: Reality vs. Legend
This book focuses on the physical description of Bat Masterson, comparing historical measurements
with legendary accounts. It delves into the importance of height in Old West culture and how it
influenced Masterson’s image. The author provides a compelling narrative that challenges popular
beliefs.

9. The Legend of Bat Masterson: Height and Historical Truth
A comprehensive biography that includes a thorough examination of Bat Masterson’s height and how
it shaped his legend. The book discusses the interplay between fact and folklore in Old West



storytelling. Readers will appreciate the detailed research that clarifies many longstanding questions.
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  bat masterson height real: Bat Masterson Robert K. DeArment, 2014-04-14 The colorful
figures of the western American frontier, the Indian fighters, the mountain men, the outlaws, and
the lawmen, have been romanticized for more than a hundred years by writers who found it easier to
invent history than the research it. Bat Masterson was one such character who cast a long shadow
across the pages of western history as it has been routinely depicted. A legend in his own time, he
was called in a television series produced in the 1960's. A legend he has become—one firmly fixed in
the popular imagination. But in his own time W.B. Masterson was a man, a less-than-perfect
creature subject to the same temptations and vices as his fellows, albeit one who, through
circumstance and inclination, led an exciting life in an exciting time and place. As buffalo hunter,
army scout, peace officer, professional gambler, sportsman, promoter, and newspaperman,
Masterson's career was stormy and eventful. Surprising to many readers will be the account of
Masterson's career after his peace officer days, during his employment as a sports writer and
columnist. The gun-toting western peace officer reputed to have killed more men than Billy the Kid
(not so, says DeArment) spent his last years happily in New York City, writing for a nationally known
newspaper. This book, the product of more than twenty years of research, separates fact from fiction
to extricate the story of his life from the legend that has enmeshed it. It is the most complete
biography of Bat Masterson ever written.
  bat masterson height real: Jim Courtright of Fort Worth Robert K. DeArment, 2004 Timothy
Isaiah Longhair Jim Courtright operated on both sides of the law and became a legend in his lifetime
and after his death. One of the most colorful characters from the wild and woolly days of Fort
Worth's Hell's Half Acre, Courtright was at various times city marshal, deputy sheriff, deputy U.S.
marshal, private detective, hired killer, and racketeer. Today, he is almost forgotten, either as a
gunfighter or a lawman, except in Fort Worth. Little is known about Courtright's early life, though
he apparently served in the Union army during the Civil War. But when he arrived in the West,
Courtright seemed to attract trouble. He was involved in a shootout during the 1886 railroad strikes
and was accused of murder in New Mexico. Deputies were sent to Fort Worth to escort him to New
Mexico to stand trial. His escape from them, complete with guns hidden under a restaurant table, is
one of Fort Worth's most colorful stories. Finally, he was killed in a shootout that he apparently
provoked with gambler and gunman Luke Short. To this day nobody is sure what provoked that feud,
but Courtright was honored with the longest funeral procession Fort Worth had ever seen. The myth
of Courtright as legendary gunfighter was built in two previous biographies--one by a novelist and
the other by a Franciscan priest. After exhaustive research into contemporary newspapers and other
accounts and close study of the previous two books, historian Robert K. DeArment deconstructs the
myth of Longhair Jim and reconstructs the gunfighter as a real human being, complex, flawed, often
courageous, usually both honorable and dishonorable. This book is a must for all those interested in
the legends of the West, its lawmen, and its outlaws.
  bat masterson height real: The Notorious Luke Short Jack DeMattos, Chuck Parsons,
2015-06-15 Often times the smaller the man, the harder the punch--this adage was true in the case
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of diminutive Luke Short, whose brief span of years played out in the Wild West. His adventures
began as a teenage cowboy who followed the trail from Texas to the Kansas railheads. He then
served as a scout for the U.S. Army during the Indian wars and, finally, he perfected his skills as a
gambler in locations that included Leadville, Tombstone, Dodge City, and Fort Worth. In 1883, in
what became known as the Dodge City War, he banded together with Wyatt Earp, Bat Masterson,
and others to protect his ownership interests in the Long Branch Saloon--an event commemorated by
the famous Dodge City Peace Commission photograph. The irony is that Luke Short is best
remembered for being the winning gunfighter in two of the most celebrated showdowns in Old West
history: the shootout with Charlie Storms in Tombstone, Arizona, and the showdown against Jim
Courtright in Fort Worth, Texas. He would have hated that. During his lifetime, Luke Short became
one of the best known sporting men in the United States, and one of the wealthiest. He had been a
partner in the Long Branch Saloon in Dodge City, as well as the White Elephant in Fort Worth. He
became friends with other wealthy sporting men, such as William H. Harris, Jake Johnson, and Bat
Masterson, who helped broaden his gaming interests to include thoroughbred horse racing and
boxing. Before he died he would become a familiar figure in Chicago, Memphis, New Orleans, and
Saratoga Springs, where he raced his string of horses. He traveled with other wealthy sporting men
in private railroad cars to attend heavyweight championship fights. Luke Short was always a little
man dealing in big games. He married the beautiful Hattie Buck, who could turns heads at all the
top resorts they visited as man and wife. Jack DeMattos and Chuck Parsons have researched deeply
into all records to produce the first serious biography of Luke Short, revealing in full the epitome of
a sporting man of the Wild West.
  bat masterson height real: Whanga Mitchell Augustine Sherman, 2016-10-18 Whanga
Mitchell's singular passion is to become a US Marine. Dexter Bryant's only desire is to bring his
unyielding mother to accept his black wife before the baby comes. John Mitchell's one regret is
raising his daughter near a marine base. Susan Bryant's lone mission is to destroy her black
daughter-in-law before her black daughter-in-law destroys the proud Irish bloodline of the Bryant's
ancestry. Will the honesty and purity of Whanga's heart sustain her amid silent adversaries
individually seeking her destruction? And then, there is Mahmoud Abbas, whose sole desire is
revenge. Well, my brother, Hussein, I'll tell you this. While the rest of the world is still fussing over
nuclear enrichment, our brothers in Iran, thanks to Allah, are far beyond that. I don't understand,
Hussein said. Are you saying they already have the nuclear bomb? Shhh, don't say it too loud. This is
only known to a very few privileged individuals.
  bat masterson height real: Wyatt Earp Andrew C. Isenberg, 2013-06-25 This acclaimed
biography separates history from myth to reveal the man behind the enduring Western legend. In
popular culture, Wyatt Earp is the hero of the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Arizona,
and a beacon of rough cowboy justice in the tumultuous American West. The subject of dozens of
films, he has been invoked in battles against everything from organized crime in the 1930s to
al-Qaeda after 9/11. Yet as the historian Andrew C. Isenberg reveals here, the Hollywood Earp is
largely a fiction—one created by none other than Earp himself. The lawman played on-screen by
Henry Fonda and Burt Lancaster is stubbornly duty-bound; in actuality, Earp led a life of impulsive
lawbreaking and shifting identities. When he wasn’t wearing a badge, he was variously a thief, a
brothel bouncer, a gambler, and a confidence man. By 1900, Earp’s involvement as a referee in a
fixed heavyweight prizefight brought him notoriety as a scoundrel. Determine to rebuild his
reputation, he spent his last decades in Los Angeles, spinning yarns about himself for credulous
silent film actors and directors. Isenberg argues that Hollywood’s embrace of Earp as a paragon of
law and order was his greatest confidence game of all. Finalist for the 2014 Weber-Clements Book
Prize for the Best Non-fiction Book on Southwestern America
  bat masterson height real: Motion Picture Story Magazine , 1924
  bat masterson height real: The American Book Collector (Arlington Heights.) , 1968
  bat masterson height real: The Last Gunfight Jeff Guinn, 2012-05-15 Originally published:
New York: Simon & Schuster, 2011.



  bat masterson height real: Bulletin United States. Naval Oceanographic Office, 1970
  bat masterson height real: Gunfighter in Gotham Robert K. DeArment, 2013-02-14 The legend
of Bat Masterson as the heroic sheriff of Dodge City, Kansas, began in 1881 when an acquaintance
duped a New York Sun reporter into writing Masterson up as a man-killing gunfighter. That he later
moved to New York City to write a widely followed sports column for eighteen years is one of
history’s great ironies, as Robert K. DeArment relates in this engaging new book. William Barclay
“Bat” Masterson spent the first half of his adult life in the West, planting the seeds for his later
legend as he moved from Texas to Kansas and then Colorado. In Denver his gambling habit and
combative nature drew him to the still-developing sport of prizefighting. Masterson attended almost
every important match in the United States from the 1880s to 1921, first as a professional gambler
betting on the bouts, and later as a promoter and referee. Ultimately, Bat stumbled into writing
about the sport. In Gunfighter in Gotham, DeArment tells how Bat Masterson built a second career
from a column in the New York Morning Telegraph. Bat’s articles not only covered sports but also
reflected his outspoken opinions on war, crime, politics, and a changing society. As his renown as a
boxing expert grew, his opinions were picked up by other newspaper editors and reprinted
throughout the country and abroad. He counted President Theodore Roosevelt among his friends
and readers. This follow-up to DeArment’s definitive biography of the Old West legend narrates the
final chapter of Masterson’s storied life. Far removed from the sweeping western plains and dusty
cowtown streets of his younger days, Bat Masterson, in New York City, became “a ham reporter,” as
he called himself, “a Broadway guy.”
  bat masterson height real: RIDERS OF THE WILD WEST: CLASSIC WESTERN FICTION
FOR ALL- SERIES 8 IME BEN, Ime Ben is a passionate storyteller and historian, dedicated to
bringing the rugged and adventurous spirit of the American West to life through his writing. With a
deep love for Western fiction and a keen interest in the historical events that shaped the frontier,
Ime has crafted a series that honors the bravery, resilience, and enduring legacy of the cowboy. His
work is celebrated for its vivid descriptions, authentic characters, and a profound understanding of
the challenges and triumphs that defined life on the open range. When not writing, Ime enjoys
exploring the landscapes that inspired his stories, connecting with readers, and researching the rich
history of the Wild West. Riders of the Wild West: Classic Western Fiction for All - Series 8 is a
testament to his commitment to preserving the stories of the frontier and sharing them with a new
generation of readers.
  bat masterson height real: Radical Approaches to Political Science: Roads Less
Traveled Rainer Eisfeld, 2012-06-27 This ground breaking volume offers a range of alternative
approaches to political science, highlighting problems too rarely confronted by “mainstream”
political scientists. Ranging from Gunfighter Sagas to the changing faces of an imaginary Mars, the
innovative chapters introduce whole new ways of rethinking politics, stirring up the all too
conventional ways of the discipline. “Klaus von Beyme, one of the most erudite members of our
profession, in his introduction conclusively demonstrates the book’s crossdisciplinary merits. I
believe this valuable work will be a powerful boost to an international, comparatively informed,
pluralist political science.” Theodore J. Lowi (Cornell University), former President, International
Political Science Association
  bat masterson height real: Encyclopedia of Frontier Biography: P-Z Dan L. Thrapp,
1991-06-01 Includes biographical information on 4,500 individuals associated with the frontier
  bat masterson height real: Travels with Ted & Ned Theodore M. Hesburgh, 2009-02-19 The
warm and moving story of one of the greatest religious and secular leaders of our time.
  bat masterson height real: Nonpareil Jack Dempsey Joseph S. Page, 2019-08-12 Hall of Fame
middleweight prizefighter John Edward Kelly, better known as Nonpareil Jack Dempsey, was one of
the most popular athletes in the United States during the late 19th century. To many observers,
Dempsey is one of the greatest pound-for-pound fighters in ring history. Inside the ropes, he was
fearless, poised, quick, agile, and had terrific punching power with both hands. His story is rich--full
of amazing highs and terrible lows. He was a poor immigrant Irish boy who scaled great heights to



become one of this nation's first sports celebrities. He became a household name, wealthy and
popular. But much too soon, it all came crashing down. His violent profession, alcoholism, mental
illness, and tuberculosis left little to recognize of the valiant hero of so many battles.
  bat masterson height real: The Marx Brothers and America Robert E. Weir, 2022-08-31 The
ground has shifted from the days in which serious history and boring went hand in glove. Textbooks
and lectures have their place, but less traditional classrooms can be powerfully immersive and
insightful. Take the 1929 Marx Brothers film The Cocoanuts and what it teaches about both the
Great Depression and early sound films. The Marx Brothers are among the funniest comedy teams of
all time. Four of their 13 films are on the American Film Institute's list of the 100 greatest American
comedies ever made. For many contemporary viewers, though, getting the jokes is not always easy
because the humor can be subjective and timebound. This work looks at the American past through
the lens of the Marx Brothers' films and other projects. Each of the chapters focuses on a specific
film, contextualizing the world at the time and how the Marx Brothers lampooned those subjects.
Along the way, the book demonstrates what the Marx Brothers revealed about weighty topics like
gambling, gender relations, immigration, medical care, Prohibition, race and war, all leavened with
offbeat humor.
  bat masterson height real: Doc Holliday Matt Braun, 2012-05-22 Tells the story of the
legendary Doc Holliday, a Southern gentleman turned professional gambler, as he drifts through the
cities of the Western frontier, building his reputation as a skilled fighter and killer. Reissue.
  bat masterson height real: In Praise of Gentle People Alex Binney, 2012-05 Two intriguing
murder mysteries in one. Lawrence Treman, the son of a wealthy British barrister, is sent by his
father to a ranch in Kansas to 'toughen him up'. Lawrence reluctantly obeys his father's wishes
under the threat of losing his inheritance, but is aggrieved to leave behind the love of his life, Estelle
Lavine. The year is 1874 and the Civil War in America has long since finished, but not the day of the
gunman in the untamed West. During his stay on the ranch, a number of cowboys are butchered
under mysterious circumstances. The owner calls in an agent from the Pinkerton Detective Agency
to try and solve the mystery. Lawrence falls under immediate suspicion because the killings did not
start until he arrived at the ranch. As if that is not enough, detectives from Scotland Yard are called
in to investigate a series of murders in Hertfordshire, Lawrence's home county in England. When the
bodies are discovered on his father's estate, Lawrence again falls under suspicion there, the police
accusing his father of sending him away to the Americas to avoid the clutches of the police. He is
ordered to return to Britain by his father to answer the charges facing him there, but is shocked to
learn that this will not be possible as his son is due to be hung in Kansas for the murder of the
cowboys. In the meantime Estelle, the love of Lawrence's life, is being forced against her will to
marry someone else.... Can Lawrence escape the hangman in the States and face the music back
home? A taut thriller from the pen of Alex Binney.
  bat masterson height real: Crime and the Justice System in America Gordon M. Armstrong,
Frank Schmalleger, 1997-11-25 An inter-disciplinary survey of crime and violence in America with
historical perspective, but primary entry emphasis focused on the 20th century. Addressing
specifically the period from 1960 to the present, this reference also projects into the 21st century
with contemporary terminology covering aspects of violent crime, DNA evidence, terrorism, riots,
gangs, guns and gun control, AIDS, drug and drug related crime, and corporate and political crime.
A Bibliographic Essay, Table of Cases, and Index enrich this work designed for students, scholars,
and professionals in criminal justice and related fields.
  bat masterson height real: The Ham Reporter Robert J. Randisi , Robert Randisi has long
been held as a master of the genre.—Michael Connelly Bat Masterson is no longer a sheriff in the
Old West. He's moved East to New York City where he gets a job as a sport's writer for The Morning
Telegraph. But when his friend and fellow-newsman, Inkspot Jones, disappears, Masterson’s wife
Emma asks if he could look into it as a favor to the man's wife. Old habits die hard, and Masterson
enlists the aid of young Damon Runyon to play detective and try to locate the missing Inkspot. It
doesn't look hopeful—Inkspot had something on somebody, and that somebody may have decided to



play rough. Pretty soon they're up to their eyeballs in crooked politicians, hired thugs and a woman
of mystery. And it's before it's done, Bat may have to strap on his Colt again for some old-fashioned
Western justice. Randisi gives us the real story. Masterson ended up in New York working on a
newspaper as a columnist and reporter. And because he was outspoken he got into one hell of a lot
of trouble. Randisi brings the city to real life, high and low alike. There's a particularly good chapter
on the street gangs of New York. A fine, rich novel that just about any reader will enjoy and
appreciate. —Ed Gorman The astonishingly prolific Randisi . . .may be one of the last true pulp
writers. The Ham Reporter (1986) is an enjoyable romp through 1911 New York City, in which
crime-solving duo Bat Masterson and Damon Runyon's search for a missing sportswriter leads them
into a world of thrown fights, crooked cops, and powerful Mob bosses. —Booklist
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