
asl curse words

asl curse words represent a unique aspect of American Sign Language,
reflecting cultural nuances and the expressive capacity of this visual
language. Understanding how curse words and profanity are conveyed in ASL
offers insight into Deaf culture, communication styles, and the linguistic
richness of sign language. This article explores the nature of asl curse
words, including common signs, their meanings, and appropriate contexts for
use. Additionally, it examines the role of facial expressions, body language,
and intensity in emphasizing or altering the impact of these profane signs.
Readers will also gain awareness of cultural sensitivities and the importance
of respectful communication within the Deaf community. The following sections
will provide an in-depth look at the vocabulary, usage, and cultural
considerations surrounding ASL curse words.
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The Role of Non-Manual Signals in ASL Profanity

Cultural Sensitivity and Appropriate Use
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Understanding ASL Curse Words

ASL curse words function similarly to spoken language profanity but are
expressed through hand signs, facial expressions, and body movements. These
signs convey anger, frustration, or emphasis and often carry strong emotional
weight. Unlike spoken languages, ASL relies heavily on visual cues, making
the context and non-manual markers essential for understanding the intensity
and intent behind the curse words. The vocabulary of ASL includes a variety
of slang and profane signs that reflect the creativity and adaptability of
Deaf culture. Recognizing these signs helps in comprehending conversations
and the cultural norms within the Deaf community.

Definition and Characteristics

ASL curse words are signs used to express strong emotions such as anger or
insult, similar to swear words in spoken English. These signs are typically
more emphatic and may be accompanied by exaggerated facial expressions or
aggressive body language. Their usage is often situational and can vary
widely depending on the social context and relationship between the
communicators. Understanding the subtle differences between casual, humorous,
and offensive use of profanity is essential for effective communication in
ASL.



Historical Context

The use of profanity in ASL has evolved alongside the Deaf community and its
cultural development. Historically, Deaf individuals have used ASL curse
words as a form of linguistic expression and identity. The signs often mirror
or parallel those found in spoken English but utilize the unique modalities
of sign language. Over time, these signs have been passed down and adapted,
reflecting changes in societal attitudes toward profanity and the Deaf
experience.

Common ASL Curse Words and Their Meanings

There are several well-known ASL curse words that Deaf individuals may use in
moments of frustration or insult. These signs often have direct equivalents
in English but can carry different connotations due to cultural and
linguistic nuances. Familiarity with these common signs is important for both
learners of ASL and those interested in Deaf culture.

Examples of ASL Curse Words

F*** (Strong Profanity): This sign is made by extending the middle
finger, similar to the offensive gesture in spoken cultures, but with
added facial expressions to convey anger or insult.

Sh*t: Often signed by mimicking the act of defecation or using a
specific handshape combined with a disgusted facial expression to
indicate the word "sh*t."

Asshole: Typically signed by pointing to the rear or using a twisting
motion near the buttocks area, sometimes combined with a derogatory
facial expression.

Damn: This sign might be represented by a sharp, forceful movement of
the hand coupled with a stern facial expression, signaling frustration
or disapproval.

Bitch: Signed by forming the letter "B" and moving it in a manner that
implies insult, often accompanied by a scornful facial expression.

Variations and Regional Differences

ASL curse words can vary significantly based on geographic location, age, and
social groups within the Deaf community. Just as spoken English dialects
influence profanity usage, regional ASL dialects affect the form and
frequency of these signs. It is common for certain signs to carry different
levels of severity or be replaced by euphemisms in specific contexts.
Understanding these variations is crucial for accurate interpretation and
respectful interaction.



The Role of Non-Manual Signals in ASL Profanity

Non-manual signals (NMS) such as facial expressions, mouth movements, and
body posture play a critical role in intensifying or softening the impact of
asl curse words. These non-verbal cues provide essential emotional context
that can alter the meaning of a sign from playful to deeply offensive.

Facial Expressions

Facial expressions are perhaps the most important non-manual signals when
using curse words in ASL. Furrowed brows, glaring eyes, pursed lips, and
snarls all contribute to the emotional tone of the sign. The intensity of the
expression often determines whether a curse word is perceived as mild teasing
or a serious insult.

Body Language and Movements

Body posture and movements such as thrusting the hand forward, shaking the
head, or stomping the foot can accompany ASL curse words to enhance their
force. The combination of manual signs with assertive body language makes the
communication more vivid and impactful.

Voice and Sound in Signed Communication

While ASL is primarily a visual language, some Deaf individuals who also use
spoken English may vocalize or produce sounds when signing curse words to
emphasize emotion. This vocal component is not universal but can add another
layer of expression in hybrid communication contexts.

Cultural Sensitivity and Appropriate Use

Understanding the social and cultural context of asl curse words is vital to
avoid misunderstandings and offense. The Deaf community values respectful
communication, and the use of profane language is often governed by unwritten
social rules.

Respecting the Deaf Community

Using ASL curse words indiscriminately or without understanding their
cultural implications can be disrespectful. It is important to recognize that
profanity may be acceptable in casual or private settings but inappropriate
in formal or educational environments. Sensitivity to the feelings and norms
of Deaf individuals is essential when learning and using ASL.

When and Where to Use ASL Profanity

ASL curse words are generally reserved for expressing strong emotions or in
informal conversations among peers. They are rarely used in professional or
public settings. Misusing these signs can lead to social alienation or



unintended conflict, highlighting the need for cultural awareness.

Alternatives to Offensive Language in ASL

For those who wish to avoid profanity, ASL offers a variety of alternative
expressions to convey frustration, surprise, or emphasis without resorting to
curse words. These alternatives can maintain respectful communication while
still expressing strong emotions.

Polite Expressions and Euphemisms

Many Deaf signers use euphemistic signs that soften the tone of potentially
offensive language. These signs often replace curse words with humorous or
less direct expressions. Examples include signs for "dang," "shoot," or
"crud," which mimic the emotion without vulgarity.

Creative Use of Language

The visual nature of ASL allows for creative and playful expressions that can
substitute for curse words. Through metaphorical signs, exaggerated
movements, or humorous facial expressions, signers can convey annoyance or
surprise in a lighthearted manner.

Benefits of Using Alternatives

Utilizing polite expressions and euphemisms fosters positive communication
and inclusivity. It respects the diversity within the Deaf community and
promotes understanding between Deaf and hearing individuals learning ASL.

Frequently Asked Questions

Are there curse words in American Sign Language
(ASL)?

Yes, ASL has its own set of curse words and offensive signs that are used to
express strong emotions, just like spoken languages.

Is it appropriate to use ASL curse words in public or
formal settings?

No, using ASL curse words in public or formal settings is generally
considered rude and disrespectful, similar to spoken curse words.

How do ASL curse words compare to spoken language
curse words in terms of severity?

The severity of ASL curse words can vary depending on context and region, but



many carry similar weight and offensiveness as their spoken language
equivalents.

Can learning ASL curse words help in understanding
Deaf culture better?

Understanding ASL curse words can provide insights into the expressiveness
and nuances of Deaf culture, but it's important to learn them respectfully
and be mindful of their impact.

Are ASL curse words universally understood among all
ASL users?

Not always; some ASL curse words or gestures may vary by region or community,
so their recognition and meaning can differ among ASL users.

Additional Resources
1. Signed Swears: A Guide to ASL Curse Words and Expressions
This book explores the colorful world of American Sign Language curse words,
providing readers with an understanding of their meanings and contexts. It
delves into the cultural nuances behind signing offensive language and how it
varies across regions. With illustrations and examples, it serves as a
comprehensive resource for learners interested in the more expressive side of
ASL.

2. The Art of ASL Cursing: Navigating Offensive Signs with Respect
Focusing on the balance between expression and respect, this book offers
insight into the use of curse words in ASL. It discusses when and how such
language might be used appropriately or avoided. The author also examines the
impact of these signs within Deaf culture and communication.

3. ASL Taboo: Understanding Offensive Language in Sign Language
This volume addresses the taboo nature of certain signs in ASL, particularly
curse words and rude gestures. It explains the social and cultural boundaries
that govern their use, alongside the history behind some of the most common
offensive signs. Readers gain awareness of why some signs are considered
inappropriate in various settings.

4. Cursing in Silence: The Hidden Vocabulary of ASL Swear Words
Highlighting the often overlooked aspect of ASL, this book reveals the
“hidden” curse words used by signers. It offers detailed descriptions and
visual guides to help readers recognize and understand these expressions. The
text also discusses how these words contribute to emotional expression within
the Deaf community.

5. Dirty Signs: Exploring Profanity and Slang in American Sign Language
A deep dive into the slang and profanity used in ASL, this book captures the
lively and sometimes shocking language that exists beyond formal signs. It
provides context for each curse word, including variations and intensity
levels. The author incorporates personal anecdotes and Deaf culture
perspectives to enrich the narrative.

6. Expressive ASL: The Role of Curse Words in Deaf Communication
This book examines how curse words function as a form of emotional and social
expression in ASL. It discusses the linguistic structure of these signs and



their role in storytelling and everyday conversation. The author also touches
on the ethical considerations and the evolving nature of offensive language
in sign language.

7. Forbidden Fingers: A Cultural Study of ASL Swear Words
Offering a cultural analysis, this book investigates the origins and
significance of swear words in ASL. It highlights how these signs reflect
broader social attitudes and Deaf identity. Through interviews and research,
readers learn about the dynamic relationship between language taboo and
cultural expression.

8. ASL Profanity Handbook: A Practical Guide to Swearing in Sign Language
Designed as a practical manual, this handbook lists common ASL curse words
and phrases with usage tips. It aids learners in understanding the nuances of
tone, facial expressions, and context necessary to convey these words
effectively. The book also advises on when it is appropriate or offensive to
use such language.

9. Signs of Rebellion: The Use of Curse Words in Deaf Youth Culture
Focusing on younger generations, this book explores how Deaf youth
incorporate curse words into their ASL communication as a form of identity
and rebellion. It examines the social dynamics and peer influences that
promote the use of such language. The study provides insights into changing
linguistic trends and cultural shifts within the Deaf community.
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  asl curse words: Dirty Sign Language Van James T, Allison O, 2011-06-07 GET D RTY Next time
you're signing with your friends, drop the ASL textbook formality and start flashing the signs they
don't teach in any classroom, including: - cool slang - funny insults - explicit sex terms - raw swear
words Dirty Sign Language teaches casual everyday words and expressions like: - Peace out -
Asshole. - Bit me - Dumbfuck - Boner - I'm hung like a horse.
  asl curse words: The Feisty Woman's Guide to Surviving Mr. Wonderful Elizabeth Allen,
2014-12-12 First, you are in shock, then denial, then you cry, and then you scream. You cry some
more, scream some more, then try to work it out. You ask yourself why at least twenty times a day.
You can't sleep. You blame him. You blame yourself. That's the nature of a breakup, and it's not easy.
In The Feisty Woman's Guide to Surviving Mr. Wonderful, author Elizabeth Allen offers suggestions
for surviving the journey through a middle-age breakup. Using examples from a host of breakup
stories, including her own, Allen presents a humorous guide to help you get through the fiasco and
come out of it a stronger, more vibrant, confident, powerful, and totally evolved woman. Allen
presents strategies for dealing with the emotional issues that arise after such an event, and she
explores other topics relating to women's health and well-being. With humor and sarcasm, The
Feisty Woman's Guide to Surviving Mr. Wonderful shows that moving on with your life after a
breakup provides a true testament to the strength of all women.
  asl curse words: You Talkin' To Me? E.J. White, 2020-04-01 From paddy wagon to rush hour,
New York City has given us a number of our popular words and phrases, along the way fashioning a
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recognizable dialect all its own. Often imitated and just as often ridiculed, New York English has its
own identity, imbued with the rich cultural history of (as New Yorkers tell it) the greatest city in the
world. How did this unique language community develop, and how has it shaped the city as we know
it today? In You Talkin' to Me?, E.J. White explores the hidden history of English in New York City --
a history that encompasses social class, immigration, culture, economics, and, of course, real estate.
She tells entertaining stories of New York's most famous characters, streets, and cultural
institutions, from Broadway to the newspaper office to the department store, illuminating a new
dimension of the city's landscape. Full of little-known facts -- C-3PO was originally written to have a
New York accent; West Side Story was originally going to be East Side Story, about Jewish and
Christian New Yorkers; and confidence man started in reference to a specific New York City criminal
--the book will delight lovers of language and history alike. The history of English in New York is
deeply intertwined with the story of a famous city trying to develop its own identity. White's account
engages issues of class and social difference; the invisible barriers that separate insiders from
outsiders; the war between children who fit in and their parents who do not; and the struggle of
being both an immigrant to the city and a New Yorker. Following language from The Bowery to The
Bronx, You Talkin' to Me? offers a fascinating account of how language moves and changes-and a
new way of understanding the language history, not only of New York, but of the United States.
  asl curse words: Spectacular Listening Byrd McDaniel, 2024 In ways both mundane and
sensational, listening can be an expressive act, enabling people to stage consumption as a public
practice -- what author Byrd McDaniel calls spectacular listening. With a range of compelling
ethnographic case studies, McDaniel investigates a broad shift in contemporary listening norms and
the stakes for listeners with disabilities. He reveals how listening-as-performance can be an
opportunity for play, as well as a critical practice that exposes ableism in music institutions,
technologies, and discourse.
  asl curse words: Language in Motion Jerome Daniel Schein, David Alan Stewart, 1995 This
enjoyable book first introduces sign language and communication, follows with a history of sign
languages in general, then delves into the structure of American Sign Language (ASL). Later
chapters outline the special skills of fingerspelling and assess artificial sign systems and their net
worth. Language in Motion also describes the process required to learn sign language, then explains
how to use it to communicate in the Deaf community. Appendices featuring the manual alphabets of
three countries complete this enriching book.
  asl curse words: A Phonological Grammar of Kenyan Sign Language Hope E. Morgan,
2022-07-05 This grammar of Kenyan Sign Language (KSL) phonology adds to a sparse literature on
the units of categorical form in the world’s sign languages. At the same time, it brings descriptive
and theoretical research on sign language phonology into better alignment by systematically
evaluating current models of sign language phonology for each of the main parameters – handshape,
location, and movement – against the KSL data. This grammar also makes a methodological
contribution by using a unique dataset of KSL minimal pairs in the analysis, demonstrating that
minimal pairs are not as infrequent in sign languages as previously thought. The main content of the
book is found in five chapters on handshape, location, core articulatory movement, manner of
movement, and other distinctive features (e.g., orientation, mouth actions). The book also contains
two large appendices that document the phonological evidence for each of the 44 handshapes and
37 locations. This book will be a key reference for descriptive and typological studies of sign
phonology, as well as a helpful resource for linguists interested in understanding the similarities and
differences between current models of sign phonology and identifying promising avenues for future
research.
  asl curse words: Filthy English Peter Silverton, 2011-11-03 When the Sex Pistols swore live on
tea-time telly in 1976, there was outrage across Britain. Headlines screamed. Christians marched.
TVs were kicked in. Thirty years on, all those words are media-mainstream - bandied about with
impunity on TV and in the papers. This is the story of our bad language and its three-decade journey
from the fringes of decency to the working centre of a more linguistically liberal nation. Silverton



takes a clear, comprehensive and witty look at swearing and the impact of its new acceptability on
our language, our manners and our society. He considers how we have become more openly
emotional, yet more wary about insulting others. And how it's seemingly become alright to say ****
and **** but not ****** or ****. This is the story of that cultural revolution, written by one who was
there at the start, proudly striking some of the first blows in the long struggle for the right to
reclaim filthy English and use it.
  asl curse words: Word Warriors Alix Olson, 2007-10-05 Female spoken word artists have
become the spokeswomen for a new generation. This demanding oral poetry of the early 21st
century has defined a vanguard of lithely muscled voices; women who think and act decisively to
create their distinctive and desperately earned realities. The combination of the eminent slam
movement and the upsurge of bold underground feminism has created a unique pool of women who
verbally challenge society on all fronts. Editor Alix Olson (internationally touring spoken word
artist-activist) brought together a variety of astounding spoken word artists for Word Warriors.
Included in this collection are Patricia Smith and Eileen Myles, two of our most formidable
spoken-word foremothers, Tony-award winners Sarah Jones, Suheir Hammad and Staceyann Chin,
recording artists Bitch and Lynn Breedlove from the dyke-punk band Tribe 8, award-winning writer
Michelle Tea, and many more. These women join other amazing artists from many different
backgrounds to create Word Warriors, a powerful and comprehensive collection of work from the
best and brightest female spoken word artists today.
  asl curse words: Thinking with an Accent Pooja Rangan, 2023-02-21 A free ebook version of
this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s Open Access publishing
program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. Everyone speaks with an accent, but what is an
accent? Thinking with an Accent introduces accent as a powerfully coded yet underexplored mode of
perception that includes looking, listening, acting, reading, and thinking. This volume convenes
scholars of media, literature, education, law, language, and sound to theorize accent as an object of
inquiry, an interdisciplinary method, and an embodied practice. Accent does more than just denote
identity: from algorithmic bias and corporate pedagogy to migratory poetics and the politics of
comparison, accent mediates global economies of discrimination and desire. Accents happen
between bodies and media. They negotiate power and invite attunement. These essays invite the
reader to think with an accent—to practice a dialogical and multimodal inquiry that can yield
transformative modalities of knowledge, action, and care.
  asl curse words: True Biz: Reese's Book Club Sara Novic, 2022-04-05 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • REESE’S BOOK CLUB PICK • A “tender, beautiful and radiantly outraged” (The
New York Times Book Review) novel that follows a year of seismic romantic, political, and familial
shifts for a teacher and her students at a boarding school for the deaf, from the acclaimed author of
Girl at War “This important novel should—true biz—change minds and transform the
conversation.”—Maile Meloy, The New York Times Book Review (Editors’ Choice) ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: NPR, The Washington Post, Publishers Weekly, Booklist True biz
(adj./exclamation; American Sign Language): really, seriously, definitely, real-talk True biz? The
students at the River Valley School for the Deaf just want to hook up, pass their history finals, and
have politicians, doctors, and their parents stop telling them what to do with their bodies. This
revelatory novel plunges readers into the halls of a residential school for the deaf, where they’ll
meet Charlie, a rebellious transfer student who’s never met another deaf person before; Austin, the
school’s golden boy, whose world is rocked when his baby sister is born hearing; and February, the
hearing headmistress, a CODA (child of deaf adult(s)) who is fighting to keep her school open and
her marriage intact, but might not be able to do both. As a series of crises both personal and
political threaten to unravel each of them, Charlie, Austin, and February find their lives inextricable
from one another—and changed forever. This is a story of sign language and lip-reading, disability
and civil rights, isolation and injustice, first love and loss, and, above all, great persistence, daring,
and joy. Absorbing and assured, idiosyncratic and relatable, this is an unforgettable journey into the
Deaf community and a universal celebration of human connection.



  asl curse words: The Oxford Handbook of Taboo Words and Language Keith Allan, 2019
This volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and describe taboo
words and language and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. It examines topics such
as impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation of tabooed words, and
the use of taboo in banter and comedy.
  asl curse words: Deaf Culture Irene W. Leigh, Jean F. Andrews, Raychelle L. Harris, Topher
González Ávila, 2020-11-12 A contemporary and vibrant Deaf culture is found within Deaf
communities, including Deaf Persons of Color and those who are DeafDisabled and DeafBlind.
Taking a more people-centered view, the second edition of Deaf Culture: Exploring Deaf
Communities in the United States critically examines how Deaf culture fits into education,
psychology, cultural studies, technology, and the arts. With the acknowledgment of signed
languages all over the world as bona fide languages, the perception of Deaf people has evolved into
the recognition and acceptance of a vibrant Deaf culture centered around the use of signed
languages and the communities of Deaf peoples. Written by Deaf and hearing authors with extensive
teaching experience and immersion in Deaf cultures and signed languages, Deaf Culture fills a niche
as an introductory textbook that is more inclusive, accessible, and straightforward for those
beginning their studies of the Deaf-World. New to the Second Edition: *A new co-author, Topher
González Ávila, MA *Two new chapters! Chapter 7 “Deaf Communities Within the Deaf Community”
highlights the complex variations within this community Chapter 10 “Deaf People and the Legal
System: Education, Employment, and Criminal Justice” underscores linguistic and access rights *The
remaining chapters have been significantly updated to reflect current trends and new information,
such as: Advances in technology created by Deaf people that influence and enhance their lives
within various national and international societies Greater emphasis on different perspectives within
Deaf culture Information about legal issues and recent political action by Deaf people New
information on how Deaf people are making breakthroughs in the entertainment industry Addition of
new vignettes, examples, pictures, and perspectives to enhance content interest for readers and
facilitate instructor teaching Introduction of theories explained in a practical and reader-friendly
manner to ensure understanding An updated introduction to potential opportunities for professional
and informal involvement in ASL/Deaf culture with children, youth, and adults Key Features: *Strong
focus on including different communities within Deaf cultures *Thought-provoking questions,
illustrative vignettes, and examples *Theories introduced and explained in a practical and
reader-friendly manner
  asl curse words: Introduction to American Sign Language Harry W. Hoemann, 1986
  asl curse words: The Best American Nonrequired Reading 2011 Guillermo del Toro, 2011
Eggers has hand-picked a selection of the best writing--including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, comics,
and blogs--published during 2010.
  asl curse words: The Fox and the Falcon Piper CJ, 2025-02-18 Hazbin Hotel meets Crescent
City in the second book in this otherworldly urban fantasy romance series from New York Times
bestseller Piper CJ. The apocalypse begins with love and a lie... Marlow has spent most of her life
believing the shadowy demon she loves isn't real. Not only is he the living, breathing Prince of Hell,
but he is now in serious danger. Their reunion is cut short as Caliban remains in a vicious battle with
a Phoenician goddess after Marlow's escape. To save him, Marlow must venture into her ancestors'
domain for help—the Norse Pantheon—where shared blood is no guarantee of an alliance and the
line between gods and beasts blurs. Major players from even more realms team up in the
ever-growing war between Heaven and Hell, and it will be up to Marlow to determine friend from
foe to get Caliban back and save her world as she knows it. No one said the games of gods would be
easy, but Marlow is prepared to sacrifice everything to save the one she loves. For fans of Sarah J.
Maas, Laura Thalassa, Raven Kennedy, as well as lovers of: Romantasy Mythology & folklore
Kickbutt heroines Fae, angels, and demons Touch her and die Hilarious banter Fated mates with a
twist Hazbin Hotel
  asl curse words: How You Say it Katherine D. Kinzler, 2020 Our speech largely reflects the



voices we heard as children. For the most part we are forever marked by our native tongue-and are
hardwired to prejudge others by theirs, often with serious consequences. Your accent alone can
determine the economic opportunity or discrimination you encounter in life, making speech one of
the most urgent social-justice issues of our day. Ultimately, Kinzler shows, our linguistic differences
can also be a force for good
  asl curse words: Aztec Curse E.M. Stone, 2020-02-25 Mysteries from the past: Archaeologist
Angela Hunter unearths an ancient codex from a Native American burial mound. But how could an
illiterate society have produced the complex writing? Clash of cultures: Seven hundred years ago, a
thriving civilization suddenly vanished. As Angela deciphers the cryptic codex symbols, she begins to
unravel one of archaeology's greatest mysteries. Evil unleashed: Despite forces trying to stop her
from learning the chronicle's secrets, Angela discovers the horrifying truth. Can she prevent the
tragedies of the past from happening again today?--Back cover
  asl curse words: Language Files Anouschka Bergmann, Kathleen Currie Hall, Sharon Miriam
Ross, 2007
  asl curse words: Infernal Affairs Jes Battis, 2011-05-31 A dead body on the beach turns out to
be a live demon on the run from some of the nastiest bounty hunters in this dimension-or the next.
Protecting one demon from another, Tess gets wrapped up in a case that's as dangerous as it is
mind-boggling, especially when it begins to involve her own past.
  asl curse words: Psychology of Language Shelia M. Kennison, 2018-10-18 This accessibly
written and pedagogically rich text delivers the most comprehensive examination of its subject,
carefully drawing on the most up-to-date research and covering a breadth of the central topics
including communication, language acquisition, language processing, language disorders, speech,
writing, and development. This book also examines an array of other progressive areas in the field
neglected in similar works such as bilingualism, sign language as well as comparative
communication. Based on her globally-orientated research and academic expertise, author Shelia
Kennison innovatively applies psycholinguistics to real-world examples through analysing the
hetergenous traits of a wide variety of languages. With its engaging easy-to-understand prose, this
text guides students gently and sequentially through an introduction to the subject. The book is
designed for undergraduate and graduate students taking courses in psycholinguistics.
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