
asl signs for hate speech
asl signs for hate speech are essential for effective communication within
the Deaf and hard of hearing communities, especially when addressing
sensitive and critical topics. Understanding how to convey concepts related
to hate speech in American Sign Language (ASL) not only promotes awareness
but also helps in educational and social contexts. This article explores the
various ASL signs associated with hate speech, explaining their meanings and
appropriate usage. It also covers cultural considerations, the importance of
context, and how to address hate speech respectfully through ASL. The
subsequent sections will provide a comprehensive guide to these signs,
ensuring a clear understanding of this complex subject.

Understanding Hate Speech in ASL

Common ASL Signs Related to Hate Speech

Cultural Sensitivity and Context in ASL Communication

Addressing Hate Speech Effectively Using ASL

Resources for Learning and Advocacy

Understanding Hate Speech in ASL
Hate speech refers to expressions, gestures, or communications that demean or
discriminate against individuals or groups based on attributes such as race,
ethnicity, religion, gender, sexual orientation, or disability. In the Deaf
community, conveying hate speech concepts accurately through ASL is vital for
discussions in educational, legal, and social environments. The nuances of
ASL allow for the expression of complex ideas, including the severity and
impact of hate speech.

Definition and Importance
Hate speech in ASL encompasses signs that represent harmful language and
discriminatory behavior. Recognizing these signs helps Deaf individuals
identify and understand when hate speech occurs, promoting awareness and
prevention. The accurate use of these signs is crucial in advocacy and
reporting incidents.



Legal and Social Implications
Communicating about hate speech in ASL also involves understanding its legal
ramifications. Hate speech may be subject to laws and policies protecting
individuals from harassment and discrimination. ASL users must be familiar
with terminology related to these protections to participate effectively in
legal and social discussions.

Common ASL Signs Related to Hate Speech
Several ASL signs specifically relate to hate speech and its components.
These signs can describe the act of hate speech, the feelings it evokes, and
the groups targeted. Mastery of these signs enables clear communication about
these critical topics.

Signs for Hate and Speech
The fundamental components of the phrase "hate speech" in ASL are the signs
for "hate" and "speech." The sign for "hate" involves a specific handshape
and motion to express strong dislike or animosity. The sign for "speech"
generally depicts talking or communication using hand movements near the
mouth.

Signs for Discrimination and Prejudice
Discrimination and prejudice are closely related to hate speech. ASL includes
signs that convey these concepts, often using facial expressions and body
language to emphasize the negative attitudes involved. These signs help
clarify the broader context of hate speech.

Signs for Targeted Groups
When discussing hate speech, it is often necessary to reference specific
groups affected by it. ASL has established signs for various ethnicities,
religions, genders, and other identities. Using these signs respectfully and
accurately is important for clear and sensitive communication.

Hate: Hand in a claw shape moving away from the chest

Speech: Flat hand moving away from the mouth

Discrimination: Two hands moving apart with a separating motion

Prejudice: A sign indicating bias or unfair treatment



Specific group signs: Examples include signs for race, religion, or
gender identity

Cultural Sensitivity and Context in ASL
Communication
Using ASL signs for hate speech requires a deep understanding of cultural
sensitivity and context. Language users must be aware of the impact their
signs may have on others and the importance of respectful communication,
especially when addressing offensive or harmful topics.

Respectful Use of Language
Even when discussing hate speech, it is critical to maintain respect and
avoid perpetuating harm. ASL users should employ signs thoughtfully, using
appropriate facial expressions and tone to convey seriousness without
endorsing hateful attitudes.

Contextual Nuances
Context plays a significant role in interpreting ASL signs related to hate
speech. The same sign may carry different meanings depending on the situation
and accompanying non-manual signals. Understanding these nuances helps
prevent misunderstandings and promotes effective communication.

Community Awareness
The Deaf community values inclusivity and awareness. Promoting education
about hate speech through ASL encourages a safer environment. Community
programs and workshops often incorporate these signs to foster understanding
and allyship.

Addressing Hate Speech Effectively Using ASL
Effective communication about hate speech in ASL involves not only knowing
the signs but also how to use them in advocacy, education, and conflict
resolution. This section outlines strategies for addressing hate speech
constructively.



Educational Settings
In schools and educational programs, teaching the ASL signs for hate speech
helps raise awareness among Deaf students. It empowers them to recognize and
speak out against discrimination and bullying.

Advocacy and Reporting
When reporting incidents of hate speech, clear and accurate use of ASL signs
is essential. Advocates and legal professionals working with Deaf individuals
must be proficient in these signs to provide effective support.

Conflict Resolution
ASL users involved in mediating conflicts related to hate speech can use
specific signs to de-escalate tensions and promote understanding. Combining
these signs with calm facial expressions and body language enhances
communication.

Identify the hate speech using appropriate ASL signs.1.

Express feelings and concerns clearly and respectfully.2.

Use signs for apology, understanding, or correction if applicable.3.

Encourage positive communication and respect for diversity.4.

Report or seek assistance when necessary.5.

Resources for Learning and Advocacy
Numerous resources are available for those interested in learning ASL signs
related to hate speech and promoting advocacy within the Deaf community.
These materials support ongoing education and empowerment.

ASL Dictionaries and Online Platforms
Many online ASL dictionaries and video platforms provide demonstrations of
signs, including those related to hate speech. These resources are valuable
for learners seeking accurate visual references.



Community Organizations
Deaf advocacy groups often offer workshops and seminars focused on
communication about hate speech and discrimination. Participating in these
programs enhances knowledge and community engagement.

Legal and Educational Materials
Materials from legal institutions and educational bodies include ASL
translations of hate speech laws and policies. These help Deaf individuals
understand their rights and responsibilities.

ASL video dictionaries

Local Deaf advocacy centers

Workshops on discrimination and hate speech

Legal guides with ASL interpretation

Online courses on Deaf culture and rights

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common ASL signs used to express 'hate
speech'?
Common ASL signs related to 'hate speech' include the sign for 'hate,' which
is made by extending the middle finger and moving it across the chin, and
signs for 'speech' or 'talk,' which involve tapping the mouth with the hand.
Combining these can convey the concept of 'hate speech.'

Is there a specific ASL sign that directly
translates to 'hate speech'?
There isn't a single, universally recognized ASL sign that directly
translates to 'hate speech.' Instead, signers typically combine the signs for
'hate' and 'speech' or 'talk' to communicate the concept effectively.

How can ASL users communicate the seriousness of



hate speech?
ASL users can communicate the seriousness of hate speech by using facial
expressions, body language, and intensity in signing. Emphatic eyebrow
movements, head shakes, and strong, deliberate signs help convey the negative
impact and seriousness of hate speech.

Are there educational resources available to learn
ASL signs related to hate speech?
Yes, various online platforms, ASL dictionaries, and advocacy organizations
provide resources and videos to learn signs related to hate speech and other
social issues. Websites like Lifeprint, Signing Savvy, and Deaf community
centers often offer instructional materials.

How does the Deaf community address hate speech
through ASL?
The Deaf community addresses hate speech through awareness campaigns,
education, and advocacy using ASL. They create videos and content to educate
both Deaf and hearing individuals about the impact of hate speech, promoting
respect and inclusivity within and outside the community.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Hate Speech in ASL: A Linguistic Approach
This book explores the intersection of American Sign Language and hate
speech, providing insights into how derogatory and harmful expressions
manifest in ASL. It offers a comprehensive linguistic analysis, helping
readers understand the nuances of signs used in hateful contexts. The book is
valuable for educators, interpreters, and advocates working to combat hate
speech within the Deaf community.

2. Signs of Intolerance: Hate Speech and Deaf Culture
Focusing on the cultural aspects of hate speech within the Deaf community,
this book examines how negative attitudes and discrimination are communicated
through ASL. It discusses the social impact of such expressions and promotes
awareness and sensitivity. The author also suggests strategies for fostering
respect and inclusivity in Deaf spaces.

3. Countering Hate: ASL Advocacy and Anti-Discrimination Strategies
This title offers practical guidance for Deaf activists and allies on
recognizing and addressing hate speech in ASL. It combines real-life case
studies with advocacy techniques to empower readers to challenge harmful
language effectively. The book also emphasizes the role of education and
community support in combating discrimination.

4. Decoding Hate: A Visual Dictionary of Offensive Signs in ASL



Serving as a reference guide, this book catalogs various signs associated
with hate speech and offensive language in ASL. Each entry includes detailed
descriptions and context to help users identify and understand problematic
expressions. The book aims to raise awareness and promote respectful
communication in the Deaf community.

5. Hate Speech and Deaf Identity: Navigating Challenges in ASL Communication
This work investigates the impact of hate speech on the identity and mental
health of Deaf individuals. It delves into how negative language in ASL
affects self-perception and community belonging. The author offers insights
into coping mechanisms and the importance of supportive networks.

6. Legal Perspectives on Hate Speech in ASL Interpretation
Targeted at interpreters and legal professionals, this book addresses the
challenges of translating and interpreting hate speech in ASL within legal
contexts. It covers ethical considerations, case law, and best practices to
ensure accurate and responsible interpretation. The text is essential for
maintaining integrity in legal proceedings involving the Deaf community.

7. Media Representation of Hate Speech in ASL: Analysis and Critique
This book critiques how hate speech in ASL is portrayed in media, including
television, social platforms, and film. It examines the effects of these
representations on public perception and Deaf culture. The author advocates
for more accurate and sensitive media portrayals to reduce stigma and
misinformation.

8. Educational Tools for Teaching Respectful ASL Communication
Designed for educators, this resource provides lesson plans and activities
aimed at teaching students about hate speech and respectful communication in
ASL. It emphasizes the importance of fostering empathy and understanding from
an early age. The book includes practical tips to create inclusive classroom
environments.

9. Healing Through Language: Overcoming Hate Speech in the Deaf Community
This inspiring book shares stories of resilience and healing among Deaf
individuals affected by hate speech. It highlights the power of language,
community support, and activism in overcoming discrimination. Readers gain a
hopeful perspective on building a more inclusive and respectful Deaf culture.
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Food Tech and Processing Solutions delves into the integration of food science and engineering to
enhance food selection, preservation, packaging, and utilization. This comprehensive guide
emphasizes the importance of modern technology in the food processing industry. We provide a
rigorous scientific explanation of various food processing methods while highlighting the role of the
industry in society. Our book covers the physical properties of food materials, fluid flow, heat and
mass transfer principles, reaction kinetics, centrifugation, thermal processing, spoilage prevention,
crystallization, dissolution, and refrigeration. Primarily intended as a textbook for college and
university courses, the latest edition includes current trends and advancements in the field. We
begin with an introduction to the properties of food materials and explore fundamental scientific
processes like centrifugation, freezing, and evaporation. Additionally, we focus on food packaging,
cleaning, disinfection, and sanitation. This book serves as a detailed guide for students and
professionals, offering insights into food processing technology and its applications.
  asl signs for hate speech: For Hearing People Only: 4th Edition Matthew S. Moore, Linda
Levitan, 2016-01-14 Answers to Some of the Most Commonly Asked Questions. About the Deaf
Community, its Culture, and the “Deaf Reality.”
  asl signs for hate speech: The Handbook of Language in Public Health and Healthcare Pilar
Ortega, Glenn Martínez, Maichou Lor, A. Susana Martínez, 2024-04-02 An interdisciplinary overview
of theory, history, and leading research in the field With a joint linguistic and medical perspective,
The Handbook of Language in Public Health and Healthcare explores innovative approaches for
improving clinical education, clinician-patient communication, assessment, and mass
communication. Contributions by a diverse panel of experts address a wide range of key topics,
including language concordance in clinical care, medical interpreting, the role of language as a
social determinant of health, reaching linguistically diverse audiences during public health crises,
assessing clinician language skills, and more. Organized into five parts, the Handbook covers the
theory, history, and context of linguistics, language interpretation and translation, language
concordance, medical language education pedagogy, and mass communication of health information
with linguistically diverse populations. Throughout the text, detailed chapters present solutions and
strategies with the potential to improve the health and healthcare of linguistically diverse
populations worldwide. In an increasingly multilingual, global society, language has become a
critical area of interest for advancing public health and healthcare. The Handbook of Language in
Public Health and Healthcare: Helps professionals integrate language-appropriate communication in
healthcare settings Addresses clinician-patient communication, assessment, research, and mass
public health communication Offers key theoretical insights that inform the intersection of language,
public health, and healthcare Highlights how various approaches in the field of linguistics have
enriched public health and healthcare practices The Handbook of Language in Public Health and
Healthcare is essential reading for undergraduate, postgraduate, and professional students of
applied linguistics, health communication, and medicine. It is also an invaluable reference for
language educators, clinicians, medical educators, linguists, health policy experts, and researchers.
  asl signs for hate speech: Culturally Responsive Practices in Speech, Language, and
Hearing Sciences, Second Edition Yvette D. Hyter, Marlene B. Salas-Provance, 2021-11-22
Culturally Responsive Practices in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences, Second Edition
provides an innovative perspective on cultural responsiveness in the field of communication sciences
and disorders. It is imperative for clinicians and scientists to be aware of diverse aspects of
globalization: how these aspects may affect their own knowledge, strengths, biases, and
interventions, as well as the relationships between the communities, families, and individuals with
whom they partner in care. This essential textbook will facilitate the creation of knowledge and the
development of attitudes and skills that lead to culturally responsive practices. The text presents
conceptual frameworks to guide readers toward cultural responsiveness by becoming critically
engaged users of culturally responsive and globally engaged practices. The text is focused on
speech, language, and hearing, but also draws from theoretical frameworks in other disciplines for
an interprofessional, transdisciplinary, and macro practice perspective, and is appropriate for other



allied health professions. New to the Second Edition: * Reorganized chapters and text for a greater
flow of information. * Updated throughout to reflect the current state of research. * A thoroughly
revised chapter on Culturally Responsive Practices using a Human Rights Approach through a Social
Justice Lens (Chapter 4) * Material on Culture and Hearing (Chapter 6) has been updated and
expanded * Key terms are now bolded throughout the text. * Content has been edited to be more
concise for increased readability and comprehension. * New reflection focus with thought cloud
graphic noted to target these areas throughout the book. Key Features: * Case studies facilitating
knowledge and skills regarding culturally and linguistically responsive practices * Journal prompts
and discussion questions challenging individuals to use critical and dialectical thinking * Real-life
activities that can be completed inside or outside the classroom or therapeutic setting * Suggested
readings from the current literature in cultural and linguistic responsiveness and global engagement
to build knowledge and skills, and to influence student attitudes Disclaimer: Please note that
ancillary content (such as study guides, flashcards, and additional readings) may not be included as
published in the original print version of this book.
  asl signs for hate speech: American Sign Language Syntax Scott K. Liddell, 2021-03-22 No
detailed description available for American Sign Language Syntax.
  asl signs for hate speech: Language in Motion Jerome Daniel Schein, David Alan Stewart,
1995 This enjoyable book first introduces sign language and communication, follows with a history
of sign languages in general, then delves into the structure of American Sign Language (ASL). Later
chapters outline the special skills of fingerspelling and assess artificial sign systems and their net
worth. Language in Motion also describes the process required to learn sign language, then explains
how to use it to communicate in the Deaf community. Appendices featuring the manual alphabets of
three countries complete this enriching book.
  asl signs for hate speech: Semiotics and Human Sign Languages William C. Stokoe, 1972
Non-Aboriginal material.
  asl signs for hate speech: The Routledge Handbook of Disability, Crime, and Justice Stephen J.
Macdonald, Donna Peacock, 2025-05-22 Offering an interdisciplinary exploration of the complex
relationships between disability, crime, and victimisation, this comprehensive handbook gathers
insights from leading scholars across diverse fields, including disability studies, criminology, history,
sociology, forensic psychology, forensic psychiatry, and the neurosciences, who have conducted
extensive research in these areas. Adopting a global perspective, this volume applies various
theoretical frameworks to explore the experiences of diverse disabled communities, including those
with mental health issues, neurodiversity, sensory impairments, and physical disabilities, as they
interact with the criminal justice system. It also presents contemporary perspectives on crime and
victimisation, encompassing biomedical, biopsychosocial, structural, cultural, and realist
approaches, and in doing so it delves into critical issues, including marginalisation, discrimination,
exclusion, and intersectionality, while also addressing the inherent disablism and ableism apparent
in the justice system. Divided into five comprehensive sections – Introduction to the Routledge
International Handbook of Disability, Crime, and Justice; Histories of Disability and Crime;
Biomedical and Biopsychosocial Criminology; Structural Disability Criminology; Cultural Disability
Criminology; and Realist Disability Criminology, this groundbreaking publication covers a wide
range of topics. These include disability theory, penal populations, community interventions,
policing, probation, courts, prisons, hate crimes, interpersonal victimisation, domestic violence, sex
work, marginalisation, deviance, media representations, and systemic ableism/disablism within the
justice system. The Routledge Handbook of Disability, Crime, and Justice stands as a definitive guide
to disability, crime, and justice and will be of value to all those with an interest in this area.
  asl signs for hate speech: Language in African American Communities Sonja Lanehart,
2022-12-30 Language in African American Communities is essential reading for anyone with an
interest in the language, culture, and sociohistorical contexts of African American communities. It
will also benefit those with a general interest in language and culture, language and language users,
and language and identity. This book includes discussions of traditional and non-traditional topics



regarding linguistic explorations of African American communities that include difficult
conversations around race and racism. Language in African American Communities provides: • an
introduction to the sociolinguistic and paralinguistic aspects of language use in African American
communities; sociocultural and historical contexts and development; notions about grammar and
discourse; the significance of naming and the pall of race and racism in discussions and research of
language variation and change; • activities and discussion questions which invite readers to consider
their own perspectives on language use in African American communities and how it manifests in
their own lives and communities; and • links to relevant videos, stories, music, and digital media that
represent language use in African American communities. Written in an approachable,
conversational style that uses the author’s native African American (Women’s) Language, this book
is aimed at college students and others with little or no prior knowledge of linguistics.
  asl signs for hate speech: Handbook of Communication and People With Disabilities Dawn O.
Braithwaite, Teresa L. Thompson, 1999-12 Each chapter provides a state-of-the-art literature review,
practical applications of the material, and key words and discussion questions to facilitate classroom
use.--Jacket
  asl signs for hate speech: Culturally Affirmative Psychotherapy With Deaf Persons Neil S.
Glickman, Michael A. Harvey, 2013-10-23 The impetus for this volume is the growing awareness
within the mental health and larger community of a culturally affirmative model for understanding
and assisting deaf people. In contrast to the medical-pathological model which treats deafness as a
disability, the cultural model guides us to view deaf persons in relation to the deaf community--a
group of people with a common language, culture, and collective identity. A primary tenant of
culturally affirmative psychotherapy is to understand and respect such differences, not to eradicate
them. The contributors to this volume present a practical and realistic model of providing culturally
affirmative counseling and psychotherapy for deaf people. The three dimensions of this model have
been delineated by the multicultural counseling literature. These dimensions assert that culturally
affirmative psychotherapy with deaf persons requires therapist self-awareness, knowledge of the
deaf community/culture, and understanding of culturally-syntonic therapeutic interventions. The
first to exhaustively delineate the implications of the cultural model of deafness for counseling deaf
people, this book is essential reading for anyone who works in an educational or counseling capacity
with the deaf. This audience includes not only psychotherapists, but also vocational, guidance and
residence counselors, teachers, independent living skills specialists, interpreters, and administrators
of programs for the deaf.
  asl signs for hate speech: Terminology of Communication Disorders Lucille Nicolosi, Elizabeth
Harryman, Janet Kresheck, 1983 The leading dictionary/sourcebook of terms for speech, language,
and hearing pathology, Terminology of Communication Disorders is intended for students in speech,
language, and hearing disorders programs, faculty, and practitioners. Terms are listed alphabetically
and cross-referenced for synonyms and related terms, accommodating the sometimes complex
classifications of Speech, Language, and Hearing disorders. Compatibility: BlackBerry(R) OS 4.1 or
Higher / iPhone/iPod Touch 2.0 or Higher /Palm OS 3.5 or higher / Palm Pre Classic / Symbian S60,
3rd edition (Nokia) / Windows Mobile(TM) Pocket PC (all versions) / Windows Mobile Smartphone /
Windows 98SE/2000/ME/XP/Vista/Tablet PC
  asl signs for hate speech: How We Talk about Language Betsy Rymes, 2020-09-24 With
examples of conversation, this book is a lively account of social and intellectual import of everyday
talk about language.
  asl signs for hate speech: Gay & Lesbian Ghost Stories Antonio Garcez, 2014-03-05 Gay &
Lesbian Ghost Stories presents an exceptional, first ever, collection of actual paranormal
experiences and ghost sightings by gay, lesbian and transgendered individuals. This compilation of
ghost encounter stories shared with the author includes a diverse range of personal interviews of
loss, redemption, fear, fate and haunted terror. The stories are emotionally touching, malevolent,
vengeful, filled with surprising candor and proving that love ultimately remains stronger than death.
Each personal story has depth that will leave you wondering what will happen if one day you find



yourself facing similar situations. These personal and very relatable experiences make this an
unconventional great read!
  asl signs for hate speech: Learning to be Deaf A. Donald Evans, William W. Falk, 2019-07-22
No detailed description available for Learning to be Deaf.
  asl signs for hate speech: Bending Over Backwards Lennard J. Davis, 2002-09 This text
re-examines issues concerning the relationship between disability and normality in the light of
postmodern theory and political activism. It argues that disability can become the new prism
through which postmodernity examines and defines itself.
  asl signs for hate speech: Pandemic Crossings Guobin Yang, Bingchun Meng, Elaine J. Yuan,
2024-01-01 Throughout the COVID-19 crisis, nation states found new ways to assert power under
the guise of public health, from closing or tightening borders to expanding the boundaries of
acceptable citizen surveillance. As these controls increased in intensity, citizens’ passions to cross
borders seemed to grow in proportion. Pandemic Crossings explores how these processes of
boundary making and crossing, often mediated by digital technology despite inequity of access, had
profound and often contradictory consequences on individual lives, national politics, and U.S.–China
relations. This rich and geographically diverse collection of studies informed by everyday, individual
experiences contribute new insights to the interplay between digital technologies and state
governance during the covid-19 pandemic. It opens up new avenues of research not only on the
covid-19 pandemic but also on global health crises more broadly.
  asl signs for hate speech: Ableist Rhetoric James L. Cherney, 2019-10-22 Ableism, a form of
discrimination that elevates “able” bodies over those perceived as less capable, remains one of the
most widespread areas of systematic and explicit discrimination in Western culture. Yet in contrast
to the substantial body of scholarly work on racism, sexism, classism, and heterosexism, ableism
remains undertheorized and underexposed. In this book, James L. Cherney takes a rhetorical
approach to the study of ableism to reveal how it has worked its way into our everyday
understanding of disability. Ableist Rhetoric argues that ableism is learned and transmitted through
the ways we speak about those with disabilities. Through a series of textual case studies, Cherney
identifies three rhetorical norms that help illustrate the widespread influence of ableist ideas in
society. He explores the notion that “deviance is evil” by analyzing the possession narratives of
Cotton Mather and the modern horror touchstone The Exorcist. He then considers whether “normal
is natural” in Aristotle’s Generation of Animals and in the cultural debate over cochlear implants.
Finally, he shows how the norm “body is able” operates in Alexander Graham Bell’s writings on
eugenics and in the legal cases brought by disabled athletes Casey Martin and Oscar Pistorius.
These three simple equivalencies play complex roles within the social institutions of religion,
medicine, law, and sport. Cherney concludes by calling for a rhetorical model of disability, which, he
argues, will provide a shift in orientation to challenge ableism’s epistemic, ideological, and visual
components. Accessible and compelling, this groundbreaking book will appeal to scholars of rhetoric
and of disability studies as well as to disability rights advocates.
  asl signs for hate speech: Gendered Perspectives on Conflict and Violence Marcia Texler
Segal, Vasilikie (Vicky) Demos, 2013-10-25 The chapters in this two-part volume explore components
of the emerging global discourse regarding gender and violence from a feminist and social scientific
perspective. The authors address gender-based violence broadly, as an attribute of social structures
as well as individuals and include LGBTQ individuals in its conceptualization of gender.
  asl signs for hate speech: Female Homosexuality in the Middle East Samar Habib, 2012-08-06
This book, the first full-length study of its kind, dares to probe the biggest taboo in contemporary
Arab culture with scholarly intent and integrity - female homosexuality. Habib argues that female
homosexuality has a long history in Arabic literature and scholarship, beginning in the ninth century,
and she traces the destruction of Medieval discourses on female homosexuality and the replacement
of these with a new religious orthodoxy that is no longer permissive of a variety of sexual
behaviours. Habib also engages with recent gay historiography in the West and challenges
institutionalized constructionist notions of sexuality.
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