background of israeli palestinian
conflict

background of israeli palestinian conflict encompasses a complex and
multifaceted history that has shaped one of the most enduring and challenging
geopolitical disputes in the modern world. This conflict, rooted in competing
nationalisms, territorial claims, and religious significance, has evolved
over more than a century. Understanding the historical context, including key
events, demographic shifts, and international interventions, is essential to
grasp the nuances of the Israeli-Palestinian dispute. The background reveals
the origins of tensions that continue to influence the political, social, and
humanitarian landscape of the region. This article delves into the historical
roots, major developments, and the ongoing challenges that define the
conflict. It also explores the roles of external powers and efforts toward
peace. The following sections provide a structured overview of the background
of the Israeli Palestinian conflict.

e Historical Roots of the Conflict

e Mandate Period and the Rise of National Movements
e Creation of Israel and the 1948 War

e Post-1948 Developments and Major Wars

e Peace Efforts and Continuing Challenges

Historical Roots of the Conflict

The background of Israeli Palestinian conflict is deeply embedded in the
historical claims and attachments to the land known historically as
Palestine. This area, located at the crossroads of Africa and Asia, holds
profound religious and cultural significance for Jews, Muslims, and
Christians alike. For centuries, the region was ruled by various empires,
including the Ottoman Empire, which controlled it from the early 16th century
until the early 20th century.

Religious and Cultural Significance

The land is central to the religious narratives of Judaism, Islam, and
Christianity. Jerusalem, in particular, holds sacred sites such as the
Western Wall, Al-Agsa Mosque, and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. These
spiritual connections contribute to the deep emotional and ideological



investment both Israelis and Palestinians have in the region.

Early Zionist and Arab Nationalist Movements

In the late 19th century, the rise of Zionism emerged as a nationalist
movement advocating for the re-establishment of a Jewish homeland in
Palestine. Concurrently, Arab nationalism also began to coalesce, seeking
independence and self-determination in the face of declining Ottoman control
and European colonial ambitions.

Mandate Period and the Rise of National
Movements

Following World War I, the League of Nations granted Britain the mandate over
Palestine, marking the beginning of a turbulent period that intensified the
background of Israeli Palestinian conflict. The British Mandate lasted from
1920 to 1948, during which conflicting promises and growing immigration
inflamed tensions.

Balfour Declaration and Its Impact

In 1917, the British government issued the Balfour Declaration, expressing
support for the establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people" in
Palestine. This declaration was perceived by Arab residents as a betrayal, as
it conflicted with earlier British promises to Arab leaders regarding
independence.

Demographic Changes and Communal Violence

Jewish immigration increased significantly during the mandate, driven by
European anti-Semitism and the Holocaust. This demographic shift led to
economic competition and social friction between Jewish and Arab communities,
resulting in outbreaks of violence, including the Arab riots of 1929 and the
Arab Revolt from 1936 to 1939.

British Policy and Partition Proposals

Britain attempted various strategies to manage the conflict, including
limiting Jewish immigration and proposing partition plans. The Peel
Commission in 1937 recommended dividing Palestine into separate Jewish and
Arab states, but this proposal was rejected by Arab leaders and only
partially accepted by Zionists.



Creation of Israel and the 1948 War

The culmination of the mandate period saw the United Nations propose a
partition plan in 1947, recommending separate Jewish and Arab states. This
plan further intensified the background of Israeli Palestinian conflict,
leading to a civil war and the eventual declaration of the State of Israel in
1948.

UN Partition Plan of 1947

The UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 181, which divided Palestine into
Jewish and Arab states with an international regime for Jerusalem. Jewish
leaders accepted the plan, while Arab leaders and neighboring Arab states
rejected it, leading to immediate conflict.

War of Independence and Nakba

Following Israel’s declaration of independence on May 14, 1948, neighboring
Arab countries invaded, sparking the Arab-Israeli War. The war resulted in
Israel expanding its territory beyond the UN plan and the displacement of an
estimated 700,000 Palestinian Arabs, an event Palestinians refer to as the
Nakba, or "catastrophe."

e Establishment of Israel as a sovereign state
e Mass displacement of Palestinian refugees

e Armistice agreements defining temporary borders

Post-1948 Developments and Major Wars

The background of Israeli Palestinian conflict after 1948 is marked by a
series of wars, territorial changes, and political developments that have
shaped the modern dynamics of the dispute. The conflict expanded beyond the
initial borders, involving neighboring Arab states and leading to prolonged
hostilities.

Suez Crisis and Six-Day War

The 1956 Suez Crisis and the 1967 Six-Day War were pivotal events. The Six-
Day War resulted in Israel capturing the Gaza Strip, West Bank, East
Jerusalem, Sinai Peninsula, and Golan Heights. These territorial gains
intensified disputes over land and sovereignty.



Yom Kippur War and Its Aftermath

In 1973, the Yom Kippur War saw a coalition of Arab states launch a surprise
attack on Israel. Although Israel repelled the offensive, the conflict led to
shifts in regional power and prompted new peace negotiations.

Palestinian Nationalism and the PLO

The Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO), founded in 1964, became the
recognized representative of the Palestinian people. It advocated for
Palestinian self-determination and engaged in both political and armed
struggle, further complicating peace efforts.

Peace Efforts and Continuing Challenges

Despite numerous attempts at peace, the background of Israeli Palestinian
conflict remains characterized by ongoing disputes, cycles of violence, and
unresolved issues concerning refugees, borders, and the status of Jerusalem.

Oslo Accords and Peace Initiatives

The 1993 Oslo Accords marked the first direct agreement between Israel and
the PLO, establishing a framework for limited Palestinian self-rule and
mutual recognition. However, implementation faced significant obstacles, and
subsequent peace talks have repeatedly stalled.

Key Issues at the Heart of the Conflict

Several core challenges persist, including:

e Final borders and Israeli settlements in the West Bank
e The status of Jerusalem as a capital city claimed by both parties
e The right of return for Palestinian refugees

e Security concerns and mutual recognition

Recent Developments and International Role

International actors continue to play critical roles in mediating the
conflict. While some normalization agreements between Israel and Arab states
have emerged, the Israeli-Palestinian dispute remains unresolved, with



periodic escalations impacting regional stability.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical background of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict?

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has its roots in the late 19th and early
20th centuries with the rise of nationalist movements among Jews and Arabs in
the region of Palestine, then part of the Ottoman Empire. The conflict
intensified after the British Mandate period and the 1947 UN partition plan,
leading to the establishment of Israel in 1948 and subsequent wars,
displacement, and disputes over land and sovereignty.

How did the British Mandate influence the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict?

The British Mandate for Palestine (1920-1948) played a significant role by
administering the territory after World War I. British policies, including
the Balfour Declaration supporting a Jewish homeland, and immigration
controls, contributed to tensions between Jewish and Arab communities,
setting the stage for future conflict.

What was the significance of the 1948 Arab-Israeli
War in the conflict's background?

The 1948 Arab-Israeli War, following Israel's declaration of independence,
resulted in the displacement of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians (known
as the Nakba) and the establishment of Israel's statehood. It created lasting
refugee issues and territorial disputes that remain central to the conflict.

How did the 1967 Six-Day War impact the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict?

In the 1967 Six-Day War, Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza Strip, East
Jerusalem, and other territories. This occupation intensified the conflict by
increasing Palestinian displacement and leading to ongoing disputes over
these territories, which remain key issues in peace negotiations.

What role have international efforts played in
addressing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

International efforts, including UN resolutions, peace processes like the
Oslo Accords, and involvement by countries and organizations, have aimed to
resolve the conflict by addressing issues such as borders, refugees, and



mutual recognition. Despite some progress, a comprehensive peace agreement
remains elusive.

Additional Resources

1. The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood by
Rashid Khalidi

This book explores the history of Palestinian nationalism and the challenges
Palestinians have faced in their quest for statehood. Khalidi offers a
nuanced analysis of the internal and external factors that have shaped
Palestinian political movements. The book provides an essential background to
the complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict from the Palestinian
perspective.

2. A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict by Mark Tessler

Tessler’s comprehensive work covers the conflict’s origins from the late
Ottoman period to the early 21st century. The book provides balanced coverage
of both Israeli and Palestinian narratives, incorporating political, social,
and economic dimensions. It is widely regarded as a foundational text for
understanding the historical context of the conflict.

3. The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine by Ilan Pappé

Ilan Pappé argues that the 1948 Palestinian exodus was the result of a
deliberate strategy by Zionist leaders to remove the Arab population from the
territory of Israel. The book provides detailed accounts and archival
evidence supporting this controversial thesis. It is an important work for
understanding one perspective on the events surrounding the creation of the
state of Israel.

4. 1948: A History of the First Arab-Israeli War by Benny Morris

This book offers a detailed military and political history of the 1948 Arab-
Israeli War, a pivotal event in the conflict. Morris, a leading Israeli
historian, uses extensive archival research to analyze the causes, conduct,
and consequences of the war. The book sheds light on the war's impact on both
Israelis and Palestinians.

5. The Lemon Tree: An Arab, a Jew, and the Heart of the Middle East by Sandy
Tolan

Tolan tells the true story of a friendship between a Palestinian man and a
Jewish woman, whose families were connected by a house in Ramla, Israel. The
narrative provides a humanizing perspective on the conflict and explores
themes of displacement, memory, and reconciliation. It is a compelling read
that brings personal dimensions to the broader political struggle.
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