asl problematic signs

asl problematic signs are a crucial topic in the study and use of American Sign Language
(ASL). These signs often present challenges for learners and even fluent users due to their
complexity, ambiguity, or cultural sensitivity. Understanding which ASL signs are
problematic and why is essential for effective communication, language acquisition, and
avoiding misunderstandings. This article explores the different categories of asl problematic
signs, including those that are visually similar, signs with regional variations, and signs that
may be offensive or inappropriate in certain contexts. Additionally, it addresses common
errors in signing and offers strategies for overcoming these difficulties. By examining these
aspects, the article aims to enhance awareness and proficiency in ASL usage. The following
sections provide a detailed overview of the main issues related to asl problematic signs and
practical guidance for navigating them.

¢ Visual Similarity and Confusion in ASL Signs
e Regional and Dialectical Variations

e Culturally Sensitive and Offensive Signs

e Common Errors and Misinterpretations

e Strategies for Mastering Problematic Signs

Visual Similarity and Confusion in ASL Signs

One of the primary sources of difficulty with asl problematic signs arises from visual
similarity. Many signs share similar handshapes, movements, or locations, which can lead
to confusion and miscommunication. For example, signs that differ only in palm orientation
or finger positioning may be mistaken for each other, especially by beginners.

Examples of Visually Similar Signs

Signs such as “mother” and “father” differ mainly by the placement of the thumb on the
chin versus the forehead. Likewise, “help” and “please” can appear similar depending on
motion and facial expression. These subtle distinctions require careful attention and
practice.

Impact on Communication

Misunderstanding visually similar signs can disrupt conversations and reduce clarity. This is
particularly problematic in fast-paced or complex discussions. Recognizing and practicing
these sighs enhances fluency and reduces errors.



Regional and Dialectical Variations

ASL is not uniform across all deaf communities in the United States; regional and dialectical
variations contribute significantly to asl problematic signs. Different geographic areas may
employ distinct signs for the same concept, causing confusion among learners and even
native users.

Examples of Regional Differences

For instance, the sign for “car” or “automobile” may vary between regions, with some using
a single hand motion and others employing a two-handed sign. Similarly, the sign for
“birthday” can differ in handshape and movement depending on the local dialect.

Challenges Posed by Dialectical Variations

These variations complicate learning and communication, especially for individuals who
move between regions or attend schools with different ASL traditions. Awareness and
adaptability are key to overcoming these challenges.

Culturally Sensitive and Offensive Signs

Another category of asl problematic signs includes those that are culturally sensitive or
potentially offensive. Some signs may carry negative connotations or be considered
inappropriate in certain contexts, making it essential to understand their cultural
significance and proper usage.

Identifying Offensive Signs

Certain signs historically used in ASL have been reevaluated due to their derogatory nature
or association with stereotypes. For example, signs related to ethnicity, disability, or gender
must be used with caution and respect.

Best Practices for Cultural Sensitivity

To avoid offense, signers should learn from experienced members of the Deaf community
and stay informed about evolving language norms. Sensitivity training and community
engagement help in recognizing and eliminating problematic signs.

Common Errors and Misinterpretations

Errors in production or comprehension of asl problematic signs are widespread among
learners and even intermediate signers. These mistakes can stem from incorrect
handshape, location, movement, or facial expression, all of which are critical components of



ASL grammar and meaning.

Typical Signing Errors

Incorrect handshape altering the sign’s meaning

Misplacement of signs on the body affecting clarity

e Improper movement speed or direction

Inadequate facial expressions leading to ambiguity

Consequences of Misinterpretations

Such errors may cause confusion, miscommunication, or unintended offense. They highlight
the importance of thorough practice and feedback from proficient signers to ensure
accurate signing.

Strategies for Mastering Problematic Signs

Addressing asl problematic signs requires deliberate learning strategies and consistent
practice. Employing various methods can significantly improve accuracy and confidence in
signing.

Effective Learning Techniques

Focused practice on visually similar signs using repetition and comparison

Exposure to regional variations through interaction with diverse Deaf communities

Engagement in cultural education to understand sensitive signs

Feedback from qualified ASL instructors or native signers

Use of video resources and technology for visual reinforcement

Ongoing Improvement and Adaptation

Continuous learning and openness to correction are vital for mastering problematic signs.
Language evolves, and so does ASL; staying updated and adaptable ensures effective



communication and respectful usage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'problematic signs' in ASL?

'‘Problematic signs' in ASL refer to signs that can be confusing, ambiguous, or easily
misunderstood due to their similarity to other signs, regional variations, or cultural
sensitivities.

Why do some ASL signs become problematic or
controversial?

Some ASL signs become problematic or controversial because they may have outdated
meanings, be considered offensive, vary widely by region, or cause confusion due to their
resemblance to other signs.

How can learners avoid using problematic signs in ASL?

Learners can avoid using problematic signs by studying with qualified ASL instructors,
consulting updated ASL dictionaries, engaging with the Deaf community, and staying
informed about sign variations and cultural sensitivities.

Are there any ASL signs that have been replaced due to
being problematic?

Yes, some ASL signs have been replaced or modified over time to be more culturally
appropriate, clear, and respectful, especially those that were historically offensive or
misleading.

How does regional variation affect the identification of
problematic ASL signs?

Regional variation can cause certain signs to have different meanings or be interpreted
differently, making some signs problematic when used outside their local context or
misunderstood by signers from other regions.

What role does the Deaf community play in addressing
problematic ASL signs?

The Deaf community plays a crucial role in identifying, discussing, and evolving ASL signs
to ensure they are respectful, clear, and relevant, often leading to changes or
recommendations about problematic signs.



Additional Resources

1. Decoding ASL: Understanding Problematic Signs in American Sign Language

This book explores common challenges and misunderstandings surrounding certain ASL
signs that can lead to confusion or miscommunication. It offers detailed explanations of
problematic signs, their variations, and cultural contexts. Through practical examples and
exercises, readers learn how to navigate these tricky signs effectively.

2. The Nuances of ASL: Addressing Ambiguities in Sign Language

Focusing on the subtle differences that make some ASL signs problematic, this book delves
into signs that are often mistaken for one another. It provides insights into handshape,
movement, and facial expressions that distinguish similar signs. The author also discusses
strategies for educators and learners to overcome ambiguity in ASL.

3. ASL Pitfalls: Common Errors and How to Avoid Them

This guide identifies frequent mistakes made by ASL learners, particularly with signs that
are easily confused or culturally sensitive. It includes tips for self-correction and improving
sign clarity. The book is an invaluable resource for students, interpreters, and teachers
aiming to enhance accuracy in ASL communication.

4. Problematic Signs in ASL: Cultural and Linguistic Perspectives

Examining the intersection of language and culture, this book highlights signs that may
cause offense or misunderstandings within Deaf communities. It emphasizes the
importance of cultural competence alongside linguistic knowledge. Readers gain awareness
of signs that require careful usage and contextual understanding.

5. Clarifying Confusing ASL Signs: A Practical Handbook

Designed as a reference tool, this handbook lists signs that learners often find confusing or
problematic. Each entry includes clear illustrations, explanations, and tips for correct usage.
The book is ideal for quick consultation and reinforcing proper sign language skills.

6. ASL Sign Variations: Navigating Regional and Dialectical Differences

This title addresses how regional dialects and variations in ASL can lead to problematic
signs for learners and interpreters. It discusses how the same sign can differ across
communities and offers guidance on adapting to these differences. The book fosters greater
flexibility and understanding in ASL practice.

7. Misleading Signs in ASL: Identifying and Correcting Misconceptions

Focusing on signs that are commonly misinterpreted or misused, this book helps readers
recognize and correct these misconceptions. It includes case studies and real-life scenarios
to illustrate the impact of incorrect signing. The book encourages more precise and
respectful communication in ASL.

8. Teaching ASL: Strategies for Addressing Problematic Signs in the Classroom

This resource is geared toward educators who want to effectively teach challenging ASL
signs. It offers lesson plans, activities, and assessment techniques tailored to problematic
signs. The book emphasizes creating an inclusive and supportive learning environment for
all students.

9. ASL Error Analysis: Investigating Problematic Signs in Deaf Education
This academic text presents research on common errors involving problematic ASL signs



within Deaf education settings. It analyzes patterns of mistakes and their causes, proposing
interventions to improve sign acquisition. The book is valuable for researchers, educators,
and curriculum developers focused on ASL proficiency.
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relations. Using the framework of relational grammar developed by Perlmutter and Postal in which
grammatical relations such as subject, direct object, etc. are taken as primitives of linguistic theory,
facts about syntactic phenomena, including verb agreement and sign order are accounted for in a
general way. This title will be of interest to students of language and linguistics.
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Elaine Costello, Ph.D., 2008-06-10 The Random House Webster’s Compact American Sign Language
Dictionary is a treasury of over 4,500 signs for the novice and experienced user alike. It includes
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and Structured activities for classroom use.
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suitable framework for the description of a previously undocumented language is all the more
challenging in the case of a signed language. In this book, for the first time, an indigenous Asian
sign language used in deaf communities in India and Pakistan is described on all linguistically
relevant levels. This grammatical sketch aims at providing a concise yet comprehensive picture of
the language. It covers a substantial part of Indopakistani Sign Language grammar. Topics
discussed range from properties of individual signs to principles of discourse organization.
Important aspects of morphological structure and syntactic regularities are summarized. Finally,
sign language specific grammatical mechanisms such as spatially realized syntax and the use of
facial expressions also figure prominently in this book. A 300-word dictionary with graphic
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vital linguistic disciplines -- phonology, morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, language acquisition
and psycholinguistics. Sign Language Research brings together in a fully synthesized volume the
work of 24 of the researchers invited to this important gathering. Scholars from Belgium to India,
from Finland to Uganda, and from Japan to the United States, exchanged the latest developments in
sign language research worldwide. Now, the results of their findings are in this comprehensive
volume complete with illustrations and photographs.

asl problematic signs: Signs and Structures Pawel Rutkowski, 2015-09-15 As sign language
linguistics has become an important and prodigious field of research in the last few decades, it
comes as no surprise that the repertoire of methodological approaches to the study of the
communication of the Deaf has also expanded considerably. While earlier work on sign languages
was often focused on providing arguments for them being full-fledged linguistic systems, current
debates do no longer center on whether visual-spatial grammars are worth being researched, but on
how this type of research should be conducted. This book contains a selection of papers that could
be thought of as a good representative sample of current trends in formal approaches to the study of
sign language syntax. It illustrates how generative research on the communication of the Deaf may
contribute to our understanding of the syntax of natural languages in general and indicates to what
extent it is possible to integrate advances in the analysis of visual-spatial grammar with current
spoken language research. Originally published in Sign Language & Linguistics 16:2 (2013).
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professional interpreters, sign language interpreters strive to achieve the proper protocol of
complete objectivity and accuracy in their translation without influencing the interaction in any way.
Yet, Melanie Metzger's significant work Sign Language Interpreting: Deconstructing the Myth of
Neutrality demonstrates clearly that the ideal of an interpreter as a neutral language conduit does
not exist. Metzger offers evidence of this disparity by analyzing two video-taped ASL-English
interpreted medical interviews, one an interpreter-trainee mock interview session, and the other an
actual encounter between a deaf client and a medical professional.

asl problematic signs: The Linguistics of Sign Languages Anne Baker, Beppie van den
Bogaerde, Roland Pfau, Trude Schermer, 2016-06-23 How different are sign languages across the
world? Are individual signs and signed sentences constructed in the same way across these
languages? What are the rules for having a conversation in a sign language? How do children and
adults learn a sign language? How are sign languages processed in the brain? These questions and
many more are addressed in this introductory book on sign linguistics using examples from more
than thirty different sign languages. Comparisons are also made with spoken languages. This book
can be used as a self-study book or as a text book for students of sign linguistics. Each chapter



concludes with a summary, some test-yourself questions and assignments, as well as a list of
recommended texts for further reading. The book is accompanied by a website containing
assignments, video clips and links to web resources.

asl problematic signs: The Handbook of Language and Speech Disorders Nicole Miiller,
2012-07-10 The Handbook of Speech and Language Disorders presents a comprehensive survey of
the latest research in communication disorders. Contributions from leading experts explore current
issues, landmark studies, and the main topics in the field, and include relevant information on
analytical methods and assessment. A series of foundational chapters covers a variety of important
general principles irrespective of specific disorders. These chapters focus on such topics as
classification, diversity considerations, intelligibility, the impact of genetic syndromes, and
principles of assessment and intervention. Other chapters cover a wide range of language, speech,
and cognitive/intellectual disorders.

asl problematic signs: British Sign Language Margaret Deuchar, 2013-06-17 This first
linguistic study of British Sign Language is written for students of linguistics, for deaf and hearing
sign language researchers, for teachers and social workers for the deaf. The author cross-refers to
American Sign Language, which has usually been more extensively studied by linguists, and
compares the two languages.

asl problematic signs: Signing the Body Poetic Heidi M. Rose, 2006 Publisher Description

asl problematic signs: Language and Deafness Peter V. Paul, 2009 The Fourth Edition of
Language and Deafness covers language and literacy development from preschool through
adolescence. Content includes the basics of language development and the relationship between
language and cognition. Oral communication methods and English-like signing systems are also
covered, along with linguistics/sociolinguistics of American Sign Language. Multicultural aspects,
including bilingualism and second-language learning, are covered in detail.

asl problematic signs: Deaf and Hard of Hearing Multilingual Learners Joanna Cannon,
Caroline Guardino, Peter Paul, 2022-03-14 This critical resource provides foundational information
and practical strategies for d/Deaf or hard of hearing (d/Dhh) multilingual learners. These learners
come from backgrounds where their home languages differ from the dominant spoken or sign
languages of the culture. This book is a one-stop resource for professionals, interventionists, and
families, helping them to effectively support the diverse needs of d/Dhh multilingual learners by
covering topics such as family engagement, assessment, literacy, multiple disabilities, transition
planning, and more. The book provides vignettes of learners from 25 countries, discussion questions,
and family-centered infographic briefs that synthesize each chapter. Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Multilingual Learners is a groundbreaking step towards better supporting the many languages and
cultures d/Dhh students experience in their lifetimes through strength-based and linguistically
responsive approaches.
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asl problematic signs: Simplified Signs: A Manual Sign-Communication System for
Special Populations, Volume 1. John D. Bonvillian, Nicole Kissane Lee, Tracy T. Dooley, Filip T.
Loncke, 2020-07-30 Simplified Signs presents a system of manual sign communication intended for
special populations who have had limited success mastering spoken or full sign languages. It is the
culmination of over twenty years of research and development by the authors. The Simplified Sign
System has been developed and tested for ease of sign comprehension, memorization, and formation
by limiting the complexity of the motor skills required to form each sign, and by ensuring that each
sign visually resembles the meaning it conveys. Volume 1 outlines the research underpinning and
informing the project, and places the Simplified Sign System in a wider context of sign usage,
historically and by different populations. Volume 2 presents the lexicon of signs, totalling
approximately 1000 signs, each with a clear illustration and a written description of how the sign is
formed, as well as a memory aid that connects the sign visually to the meaning that it conveys. While
the Simplified Sign System originally was developed to meet the needs of persons with intellectual



disabilities, cerebral palsy, autism, or aphasia, it may also assist the communication needs of a wider
audience - such as healthcare professionals, aid workers, military personnel , travellers or parents,
and children who have not yet mastered spoken language. The system also has been shown to
enhance learning for individuals studying a foreign language. Lucid and comprehensive, this work
constitutes a valuable resource that will enhance the communicative interactions of many different
people, and will be of great interest to researchers and educators alike.

asl problematic signs: Sign Language Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach, Bencie Woll,
2012-08-31 Sign language linguists show here that all questions relevant to the linguistic
investigation of spoken languages can be asked about sign languages. Conversely, questions that
sign language linguists consider - even if spoken language researchers have not asked them yet -
should also be asked of spoken languages. The HSK handbook Sign Language aims to provide a
concise and comprehensive overview of the state of the art in sign language linguistics. It includes
44 chapters, written by leading researchers in the field, that address issues in language typology,
sign language grammar, psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, sociolinguistics, and language
documentation and transcription. Crucially, all topics are presented in a way that makes them
accessible to linguists who are not familiar with sign language linguistics.
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