
asl derogatory terms

asl derogatory terms refer to negative or offensive signs used within American Sign Language (ASL) or
related to the Deaf community. These terms can be hurtful, perpetuate stereotypes, or disrespect Deaf
culture and individuals. Understanding the context, meanings, and impact of such terms is essential for
respectful communication and cultural sensitivity. This article explores the nature of asl derogatory terms,
their origins, common examples, and the importance of avoiding them in everyday conversation.
Additionally, it discusses the role of education and advocacy in promoting respectful language within and
outside the Deaf community. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of asl derogatory
terms and their implications.

Understanding ASL and Deaf Culture

Common ASL Derogatory Terms

Origins and Impact of Derogatory Signs

Recognizing and Avoiding Offensive Language

Promoting Respectful Communication in ASL

Understanding ASL and Deaf Culture
American Sign Language (ASL) is a complete, natural language used by Deaf and hard-of-hearing
individuals across the United States and parts of Canada. It has its own grammar, syntax, and vocabulary,
distinct from English. Deaf culture encompasses the social beliefs, behaviors, art, literary traditions, history,
values, and shared institutions of communities that are influenced by deafness and use sign languages as the
primary means of communication.

Respect for Deaf culture is fundamental when engaging with ASL or members of the Deaf community.
Language reflects cultural identity, and derogatory terms within ASL can undermine the dignity and
pride of Deaf individuals. Recognizing the significance of ASL and its cultural context helps prevent the
misuse of signs that may be offensive or harmful.

Common ASL Derogatory Terms
Within ASL, certain signs have historically been used to insult, demean, or stereotype Deaf individuals.
These asl derogatory terms may be employed to express contempt or discrimination but are increasingly



challenged and discouraged by the Deaf community and advocates. Understanding these terms is necessary
to avoid their usage and to foster respectful communication.

Examples of Derogatory Signs
The following are some commonly recognized asl derogatory terms or offensive signs:

Deaf-mute: An outdated and offensive term implying that Deaf individuals are unable to speak,
which disregards their ability to vocalize and communicate effectively.

Dummy: A sign that mimics the idea of being unintelligent or incapable, often directed derogatorily
at Deaf people.

Crazy or Insane: Signs that portray Deaf individuals as mentally unstable or irrational, perpetuating
negative stereotypes.

“Fool” or “Idiot”: Signs used to insult intelligence or behavior, sometimes conflated with Deafness in a
harmful way.

“Deaf and dumb”: A historical expression combining hearing loss with intelligence insult, now
considered highly offensive.

It is crucial to note that some signs may have neutral or positive meanings in different contexts but can
become derogatory when used with harmful intent or inappropriately.

Origins and Impact of Derogatory Signs
Many asl derogatory terms have origins rooted in societal misconceptions about Deafness and disability.
Historically, Deaf individuals faced widespread discrimination, marginalization, and misconceptions
regarding their intelligence and capabilities. These attitudes influenced the development and usage of
certain signs that reinforced negative stereotypes.

The impact of these derogatory terms is significant, as they contribute to stigma, social exclusion, and
emotional harm within the Deaf community. Negative language can affect self-esteem and perpetuate
misunderstandings about Deaf culture and identity. The perpetuation of such signs outside the Deaf
community can also lead to cultural insensitivity and disrespect.

Historical Context
In the past, Deaf people were often labeled with terms that emphasized perceived deficiencies rather than
abilities. This historical context explains why some derogatory signs exist but does not justify their



continued use. Awareness of this background is important for understanding why the Deaf community
advocates for eliminating harmful language.

Recognizing and Avoiding Offensive Language
Recognition of asl derogatory terms is a first step toward promoting respectful and inclusive
communication. It requires education about the meanings, connotations, and cultural implications of certain
signs. Deaf individuals and allies work together to raise awareness and encourage the use of positive and
affirming language.

Strategies to Avoid Derogatory Language
The following strategies help avoid the use of offensive asl terms:

Learn from Deaf Educators: Engage with qualified Deaf teachers and cultural experts to understand
appropriate language use.

Context Awareness: Recognize that some signs might have different meanings depending on context
and avoid ambiguous or potentially offensive signs.

Use Affirming Language: Choose signs that respect Deaf identity and culture, emphasizing abilities
and positivity.

Challenge Stereotypes: Actively confront and correct the use of derogatory signs both within and
outside the Deaf community.

Continuous Education: Stay informed about evolving language standards and community
preferences.

Promoting Respectful Communication in ASL
Promoting respect within ASL communication involves more than avoiding derogatory terms—it includes
actively affirming Deaf culture and identity. Educational programs, advocacy groups, and community
initiatives play essential roles in fostering positive language environments. These efforts help to create a
more inclusive society where Deaf individuals are valued and understood.

The Role of Advocacy and Education
Organizations dedicated to Deaf rights and culture provide resources, workshops, and campaigns focused on



respectful language use. These initiatives emphasize the importance of language in shaping perceptions and
social interactions. By educating both Deaf and hearing communities, these efforts reduce stigma and
encourage mutual respect.

Additionally, media representation and public awareness are important in challenging negative stereotypes
associated with Deafness and discouraging the use of asl derogatory terms. As ASL gains recognition and
acceptance, the emphasis on respectful, accurate, and affirming language continues to grow.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common derogatory terms in ASL to avoid?
Common derogatory terms in ASL often include signs that mock or demean individuals based on their
appearance, intelligence, or background. It's important to avoid signs that are offensive or used to insult
others, such as signs for slurs or negative stereotypes.

Why is it important to understand derogatory terms in ASL?
Understanding derogatory terms in ASL helps users recognize offensive language, avoid using it
unintentionally, and promote respectful communication within the Deaf community.

How can I learn to identify derogatory signs in ASL?
Learning from reputable ASL dictionaries, Deaf community members, and cultural sensitivity training can
help identify signs that are considered derogatory or offensive.

Are there differences in derogatory terms between signed dialects?
Yes, like spoken languages, ASL has regional and cultural variations, and some signs considered derogatory
in one community may differ in another. Awareness of local Deaf culture is important.

How should one respond if they encounter derogatory terms in ASL?
It's best to address the situation respectfully, educate the person using the term if appropriate, and promote
understanding about why such terms are harmful.

Can derogatory terms in ASL impact Deaf culture and community?
Yes, derogatory terms can create division, perpetuate stigma, and harm the sense of community within
Deaf culture, making respectful language crucial.



Is it ever acceptable to use derogatory terms in ASL for artistic or
educational purposes?
In some contexts, such as education or art, derogatory terms may be used to raise awareness or teach about
discrimination, but this should be done thoughtfully and with sensitivity.

Where can I find resources about respectful ASL communication?
Resources include Deaf cultural centers, ASL courses with cultural components, Deaf advocacy
organizations, and online platforms dedicated to Deaf awareness and ASL education.

Additional Resources
1. Unspoken Prejudices: Understanding Derogatory Language in ASL
This book delves into the history and impact of derogatory terms within American Sign Language. It
explores how certain signs have been used to marginalize and insult members of the Deaf community. The
author also discusses the social and cultural implications of such language and the ongoing efforts to promote
respectful communication.

2. Signs of Disrespect: The Evolution of Negative Terminology in ASL
"Signs of Disrespect" examines the origins and transformations of derogatory signs in ASL. Through
interviews and historical analysis, the book reveals how certain signs have perpetuated stereotypes and
discrimination. It also highlights movements within the Deaf community to reclaim or eliminate harmful
language.

3. Breaking the Silence: Challenging Offensive Signs in Deaf Culture
This book addresses the challenges faced by the Deaf community in confronting offensive and derogatory
signs. It offers an in-depth look at how language shapes identity and the importance of fostering inclusive,
positive communication. Strategies for education and advocacy are presented to encourage change.

4. The Power of Signs: Understanding Harmful Language in ASL
Focusing on the psychological and social effects of derogatory ASL terms, this book provides a
comprehensive overview of harmful language use. It includes case studies and personal stories that
illustrate the pain and prejudice caused by such signs. The author advocates for greater awareness and
sensitivity in both Deaf and hearing communities.

5. Deaf and Disrespected: Navigating Derogatory Terms in ASL
This book explores how derogatory terms affect Deaf individuals’ self-esteem and community dynamics. It
discusses the role of education, media, and peer interactions in the spread or reduction of negative language.
The author also offers insights into creating a more respectful and supportive Deaf culture.

6. From Insult to Identity: Reclaiming Negative ASL Signs



"From Insult to Identity" looks at efforts within the Deaf community to reclaim or neutralize derogatory
signs. The book examines how language can be transformed from a tool of oppression into one of
empowerment. It features stories of individuals and groups who have redefined harmful terms for positive
purposes.

7. Silent Stereotypes: The Impact of Derogatory Language in ASL
This work investigates the stereotypes perpetuated by derogatory ASL signs and their broader cultural
consequences. It analyzes media representations and everyday interactions that reinforce negative
perceptions. The book calls for conscious language use to dismantle harmful stereotypes.

8. Respect in Motion: Promoting Positive Language in American Sign Language
Focusing on solutions, this book offers practical guidance for promoting respectful and inclusive language in
ASL. It highlights educational programs, community initiatives, and policy changes aimed at reducing
derogatory terms. The author emphasizes the importance of respect and understanding in fostering Deaf
culture.

9. Words That Hurt: The History and Impact of Derogatory Signs in ASL
This historical account traces the development of derogatory signs in ASL and their impact on Deaf
individuals over time. It combines linguistic analysis with personal narratives to provide a nuanced
understanding of harmful language. The book also explores efforts to document and address these issues
within the community.
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  asl derogatory terms: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie Gertz, Patrick
Boudreault, 2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection of articles
defining the current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical and
intersectional lens encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges and
universities and the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf
History, Deaf Culture, Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served
to expand the activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has
experienced a major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s.
The field has been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and
politics worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with
cell phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus
away from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be
“fixed” in order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
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be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.
  asl derogatory terms: English Dictionaries for Foreign Learners Anthony Paul Cowie, 2002
This is the first history of dictionaries of English for foreign learners from their origins in Japan and
East Asa in the 1920s, to the computerized compilations of the present. Monolingual dictionaries for
foreign speakers were a revolutionary development at their outset, and now represent a
coming-together of intellectual, technological, and commercial forces almost unequalled in book
publishing. As the author shows, the early history of EFL dictionaries was research-driven, arising
directly from research in linguistic theory and language pedagogy; now it is user-driven, determined
by what users require or are thought to require. The pioneering dictionaries were the work of
individuals. Current dictionaries are the products of huge databases manipulated by sophisticated
processing, as publishers strive to share an immense and ever growing global market.The book has
both a thematic and a chronological structure. Three chapters describe the historical sequence over
a period of some sixty years. These alternate with chapters dealing with phraseology, computers and
corpus linguistics, and research into dictionary users and uses -- three subjects central to the
development of ELT dictionaries over the last thirty years. Anthony Cowie examines the way in
which availability of massive computing power has transformed the recording and analysis of
current speech, and shows how the growth of research into the users and uses of dictionaries has
led to developments both in ELT lexicography and method.This readable and non-technical account
is directed at professionals in applied linguistics and English language teaching, and at
lexicographers, but it will fascinate everyone concerned with the analysis of English and faced with
the challenge of recording the subtleties of its grammar and meaning.
  asl derogatory terms: Urban Dictionary: Fularious Street Slang Defined Aaron Peckham,
2022-05-24 The creator of Urban Dictionary shares a compendium of the site's funniest, weirdest,
and truest entries. Since 1999, UrbanDictionary.com has become the undisputed authority on
contemporary slang. The site's creator, Aaron Peckham, invites its ever-expanding fanbase to submit
new words and definitions. For Urban Dictionary: Fularious Street Slang Defined, Peckham has
curated a choice selection of terms that will definitely earn you street cred, and help newbies avoid
confusing shank with skank.
  asl derogatory terms: Deaf People and Society Irene W. Leigh, Jean F. Andrews, Cara A.
Miller, Ju-Lee A. Wolsey, 2022-12-16 Deaf People and Society is an authoritative text that
emphasizes the complexities of being D/deaf, DeafBlind, Deaf-Disabled, or hard of hearing, drawing
on perspectives from psychology, education, and sociology. This book also explores how the lives of
these individuals are impacted by decisions made by professionals in clinics, schools, or other
settings. This new edition offers insights on areas critical to Deaf Studies and Disability Studies, with
particular emphasis on multiculturalism and multilingualism, as well as diversity, equity, and
inclusion. Accessibly written, the chapters include objectives and suggested further reading that
provides valuable leads and context. Additionally, these chapters have been thoroughly revised and
incorporate a range of relevant topics including etiologies of deafness; cognition and
communication; bilingual, bimodal, and monolingual approaches to language learning; childhood
psychological issues; psychological and sociological viewpoints of deaf adults; the criminal justice
system and deaf people; psychodynamics of interaction between deaf and hearing people; and future
trends. The book also includes case studies covering hearing children of deaf adults, a young deaf
adult with mental illness, and more. Written by a seasoned D/deaf/hard of hearing and hearing
bilingual team, this unique text continues to be the go-to resource for students and future
professionals interested in working with D/deaf, DeafBlind, and hard-of-hearing persons. Its contents
will resonate with anyone interested in serving and enhancing their knowledge of their lived
experiences of D/deaf, DeafBlind, Deaf-Disabled, and hard-of-hearing people and communities.
  asl derogatory terms: Concise Lexicon for Sign Linguistics Jan Nijen Twilhaar, Beppie van den
Bogaerde, 2016-06-15 This extensive, well-researched and clearly formatted lexicon of a wide variety
of linguistic terms is a long overdue. It is an extremely welcome addition to the bookshelves of sign



language teachers, interpreters, linguists, learners and other sign language users, and of course of
the Deaf themselves. Unique to this lexicon is not only the inclusion of many terms that are used
especially for sign languages, but also the fact that for the terms, there are not only examples from
spoken languages but there are also glossed and translated examples from several different sign
languages. There are many interesting features to this lexicon. There is an immediate temptation to
find examples of terms in the sign language one is studying as well as determining how many of the
most used concepts would be signed in the local language. As there are to date still almost no
reference grammars of sign languages, the definitions of many of these concepts would be extremely
helpful for those linguists planning to make a reference grammar of their sign language.
  asl derogatory terms: Language in Motion Jerome Daniel Schein, David Alan Stewart, 1995
This enjoyable book first introduces sign language and communication, follows with a history of sign
languages in general, then delves into the structure of American Sign Language (ASL). Later
chapters outline the special skills of fingerspelling and assess artificial sign systems and their net
worth. Language in Motion also describes the process required to learn sign language, then explains
how to use it to communicate in the Deaf community. Appendices featuring the manual alphabets of
three countries complete this enriching book.
  asl derogatory terms: Dirty Sign Language Van James T, Allison O, 2011-06-07 GET D RTY
Next time you're signing with your friends, drop the ASL textbook formality and start flashing the
signs they don't teach in any classroom, including: - cool slang - funny insults - explicit sex terms -
raw swear words Dirty Sign Language teaches casual everyday words and expressions like: - Peace
out - Asshole. - Bit me - Dumbfuck - Boner - I'm hung like a horse.
  asl derogatory terms: What the F Benjamin Bergen, 2016-09-13 Holy, fucking, shit, nigger --
What makes a four-letter word? -- One finger is worth a thousand words -- The holy priest with the
vulgar tongue -- The day the Pope dropped the c-bomb -- Fucking grammar -- How cock lost its
feathers -- Little Samoan potty mouths -- Fragile little minds -- The $100,000 word -- The paradox of
profanity -- Epilogue: What screwed the mooch?.
  asl derogatory terms: Virtually Criminal Matthew Williams, 2006-09-27 Amidst the
sensationalist claims about the dangers of the Internet, Virtually Criminal provides an empirically
grounded criminological analysis of deviance and regulation within an online community. It
integrates theory and empiricism to forge an explanation of cybercrime whilst offering new insights
into online regulation. One of the first studies to further our understanding of the causes of cyber
deviance, crime and its control, this groundbreaking study from Matthew Williams takes the Internet
as a site of social and cultural (re)production, and acknowledges the importance of online
social/cultural formations in the genesis and regulation of cyber deviance and crime. A blend of
criminological, sociological and linguistic theory, this book provides a unique understanding of the
aetiology of cybercrime and deviance. Focus group and offence data are analyzed and an
interrelationship between online community, deviance and regulation is established. The subject
matter of the book is inherently transnational. It makes extensive use of a number of international
case studies, ensuring it is relevant to readers in multiple countries (especially the US, the UK and
Australasia). Pioneering and innovative, this fascinating book will be of interest to students and
researchers across the disciplines of sociology, criminology, law and media and communication
studies.
  asl derogatory terms: The Oxford Handbook of Taboo Words and Language Keith Allan,
2018-11-08 This volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and
describe tabooed words and language and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. In
general, taboo is defined as a proscription of behaviour for a specific community, time, and context.
In terms of language, taboo applies to instances of language behaviour: the use of certain words in
certain contexts. The existence of linguistic taboos and their management lead to the censoring of
behaviour and, as a consequence, to language change and development. Chapters in this volume
explore the multiple types of tabooed language from a variety of perspectives, such as
sociolinguistics, anthropology, philosophy, psychology, historical linguistics, and neurolinguistics,



and with reference to fields such as law, publishing, politics, and advertising. Topics covered include
impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation of tabooed words, and
the use of taboo in banter and comedy.
  asl derogatory terms: Multicultural Counseling Jerry Trusty, 2002 Multicultural Counseling -
Context, Theory & Practice & Competence
  asl derogatory terms: Signs and Voices Kristin A. Lindgren, Doreen DeLuca, Donna Jo Napoli,
2008 Researchers address in this collection all of the factors changing the cultural landscape for
deaf people, including cochlear implants, genetic engineering, mainstreaming, and other ethical
dilemmas.
  asl derogatory terms: Regime and Periphery in Northern Yemen Barak A. Salmoni, Bryce
Loidolt, Madeleine Wells, 2010-04-28 For nearly six years, the government of Yemen has conducted
military operations north of the capital against groups of its citizens known as Huthis. In spite of
using all means at its disposal, the government has been unable to subdue the Huthi movement. This
book presents an in-depth look at the conflict in all its aspects. The authors detail the various stages
of the conflict and map out its possible future trajectories.
  asl derogatory terms: Dangerous Jokes Claire Horisk, 2024 Dangerous Jokes develops a new
theory about how humor in ordinary conversations communicates prejudice and reinforces social
hierarchies, drawing on the author's expertise in philosophy of language and on evidence from
sociology, law and cognitive science. It explains why jokes are more powerful than ordinary speech
at conveying demeaning messages, and it gives a new account of listening, addressing the morality
of telling, listening to, being amused by, and laughing at demeaning jokes.
  asl derogatory terms: American Deaf Culture Sherman Wilcox, 1989 This anthology features
deaf and hearing authors who offer their experience and perspectives on cultural values, ASL, social
interaction in the Deaf community, education, folklore, and other topics.--Publisher's website.
  asl derogatory terms: Intellectually Impaired People Klaus Rose, 2023-03-09 Intellectually
Impaired People: The Ongoing Battle addresses challenges against the background of history,
changing societal environments, and current intellectual approaches and attitudes toward persons
with disabilities. The book discusses national and international conventions, societal attitudes,
sheltered workshops, the right of intellectually impaired persons for self-responsibility and its
limitations, and the place of mentally impaired persons in the public image. Additionally, the book
attempts to capture the forces that drive the changes of our conceptual frameworks. The US
Tuskegee study which withheld antibiotics from black men with syphilis was not ended by scientific
criticism but by a courageous man, press reports, and a changed social perception. The non-hiding
of handicapped children is not the result of government orders, there are many non-resolvable
dilemmas and tension between supporting, understanding, and patronizing a complex situation with
many potential future avenues. - Recognizes how contradictory feelings and attitudes toward
impaired persons have a complex historical background - Sheds light on society and our institutions
that deal with disabled people and the limitations of an isolated medical approach - Covers national
and international conventions of mentally impaired persons
  asl derogatory terms: The Art of Access Heather Pressman, Danielle Schulz, 2021-04-30 The
Art of Access: A Practical Guide for Museum Accessibility is a one-stop guide to the incremental
ways your museum can build a comprehensive approach to accessibility that can be easily integrated
into the fabric of your museum. Highlights include: Consultation with leaders in the field and calling
on practitioners from across the disciplines (art, science, history, business, living
collections)Concrete examples and specific resourcesPartnershipsPhysical/environmental
accessSensory accessInclusive spaces, exhibitions, and programsStaff training and institutional
buy-inEach chapter presents practical actions that any museum or cultural institution (regardless of
the size, budget, or scope) can take to better engage and welcome visitors of all ages and abilities.
This book will illuminate the incremental ways in which accessibility can be easily integrated into
the fabric of museums, thus enabling institutions to better engage with audiences who would
otherwise not visit the museum.



  asl derogatory terms: The Myth of the Noble Savage Ter Ellingson, 2001-01-16 In this
study, the myth of the Noble Savage is a different myth from the one defended or debunked by
others over the years. That the concept of the Noble Savage was first invented by Rousseau in the
mid-eighteenth century in order to glorify the natural life is easily refuted ...
  asl derogatory terms: Clinical Neurology for Psychiatrists David Myland Kaufman, 2007
The sixth edition of this popular favorite is ideal for board review, as well as for clinical reference on
neurologic illnesses that can cause or mimic psychiatric symptoms. First it reviews anatomic
neurology, describes how to approach patients with suspected neurologic disorders and correlates
physical signs. Then it addresses clinical areas such as relevant history, easily performed
examinations, differential diagnosis, and management approaches, and reviews psychiatric
comorbidity. Abundant line drawings, CTs, MRIs, and EEGs demonstrate key clinical findings to
facilitate diagnosis. And, more than 1,600 review questions help you to test and enhance your
mastery of the material. Describes each condition's relevant history, neurologic and psychiatric
features, easily performed office and bedside examinations, appropriate tests, differential diagnosis,
and management options. Includes over 1,600 review questions and cases to help you prepare for
the neurology section of the Psychiatry Board exam. Uses an accessible writing style and a logical,
easy-to-reference organization. Includes reviews of public policy towards neurologic conditions, such
as the persistent vegetative state and use of narcotics for chronic pain, important practice issues you
may face. Offers thorough updates and the following NEW topics: Descriptions of altered mental
status, including the minimally responsive state and minimal cognitive impairment Neurotoxins,
including marine toxins Nutritional deficiencies and errors of metabolism, especially involving
homocysteine Psychiatric co-morbidity of epilepsy, migraine, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson's disease,
stroke, Tourette's disease, and other neurologic illnesses Standard clinical assessment tools, such as
the Alzheimer's Disease Assessment Scale Cognitive Section (ADAS-Cog) and the Epworth
Sleepiness Scale Recently introduced treatments for common neurologic illnesses: * Deafness:
cochlear implant * Epilepsy: antiepileptic drugs, deep brain stimulation, and vagus nerve stimulation
*Involuntary movements: deep brain stimulation * Multiple sclerosis: immunomodulators and their
complications * Chronic pain: stimulators, opioid maintenance, adjuvant medications * Uses of
psychiatric medications for neurologic illnesses, such as antidepressants for migraine, chronic pain,
and peripheral neuropathy; and antipsychotic agents for dementia and epilepsy Improved art
program that better highlights clinicalclues. A new two-color format.
  asl derogatory terms: Drawing in the Present Tense Roger Malbert, Claire Gilman,
2023-04-26 This book explores the variety of ways in which contemporary artists from around the
world have come to approach drawing as the primary, sometimes the sole, element of their practice,
and one which is autonomous: an end in itself rather than a means to an end in another, more
substantial medium. In an era of advanced technologies where image production has accelerated
potentially beyond the capacity of human attention what values can be attributed to the slow,
deliberate process of drawing by hand? The artworks featured in this volume are not confined to
traditional tools one can also draw on a computer, tablet or smartphone, and examples of digital
drawing are incorporated into the narrative not as a separate category but as one medium among
many. Grouped thematically by specific approaches, including abstraction and figuration, nature and
artifice, social observation and critique, with essays and feature spreads for each section, this
selection of international artists of diverse backgrounds and experience includes not only
recognizable names such as Michael Armitage, Camille Henrot, Robert Longo, Amy Sillman and Kara
Walker, but also a host of emerging talents. Beautifully presented in a visually appealing and tactile
format with the feel of an artists portfolio, this is an inspiring overview of the best drawing practice
today.
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