
asl n-word meaning
asl n-word meaning is a topic that requires careful explanation due to the
sensitive nature of the term involved. In American Sign Language (ASL), the
representation of words, including those with controversial or offensive
connotations, is approached with cultural awareness and respect. This article
explores the meaning behind the ASL sign commonly associated with the n-word,
clarifying its usage, context, and implications. Understanding the asl n-word
meaning involves examining the historical background of the term, how it is
signed in ASL, and the social considerations surrounding its use. This
discussion is essential for both ASL learners and those interested in the
intersection of language, culture, and social issues. The article will also
address common misconceptions and provide guidance on respectful
communication practices.

Understanding the Historical Context of the N-Word

The ASL Representation of the N-Word

Social and Cultural Implications in ASL

Misconceptions and Controversies Surrounding the ASL Sign

Guidelines for Appropriate Use of Sensitive Language in ASL

Understanding the Historical Context of the N-
Word
The n-word is a racial slur with deep historical roots in the United States,
primarily used to demean and oppress African Americans. Its origins trace
back to the era of slavery and segregation, making it one of the most
offensive terms in the English language. Recognizing this background is
crucial when discussing the asl n-word meaning, as the sign reflects the
weight and sensitivity of the word itself. The term's negative connotations
affect how it is perceived and used within various communities, including the
Deaf community.

The Evolution of the Term
Originally derived from a variation of the Spanish and Portuguese word
"negro," meaning black, the n-word evolved into a derogatory term over
centuries of racial discrimination. Its use has been a source of pain and
controversy, leading to ongoing debates about reclamation and respect. In
linguistic contexts, including ASL, this history informs the approach to the



word’s representation and use.

Impact on Language and Culture
The n-word's historical significance extends beyond spoken language,
influencing cultural expressions and communication methods such as ASL.
Understanding this impact helps contextualize the asl n-word meaning and the
caution exercised by signers when referencing the term.

The ASL Representation of the N-Word
In American Sign Language, words are conveyed through handshapes, movements,
and facial expressions, each contributing to meaning. The asl n-word meaning
involves a specific sign that has been developed and adapted within the Deaf
community. This sign is distinct from other signs and carries both linguistic
and cultural weight.

How the N-Word is Signed in ASL
The sign for the n-word in ASL typically involves a particular handshape and
motion that is recognized within the Deaf community. It is important to note
that the sign is not universally used or accepted, and its production often
depends on context, speaker intention, and audience.

Variations and Regional Differences
Like many signs in ASL, the representation of the n-word can vary by region
and community. Some signers may use different handshapes or movements, while
others may avoid the sign altogether due to its offensive nature. These
variations highlight the fluidity and complexity of asl n-word meaning within
diverse Deaf populations.

Social and Cultural Implications in ASL
The asl n-word meaning is not merely a linguistic issue but also a social and
cultural one. The Deaf community, like other communities, navigates the
sensitive nature of this word with awareness of its historical and
contemporary significance. The use of the sign can evoke strong emotions and
requires careful consideration.



The Role of Context in Usage
Context is paramount when understanding the asl n-word meaning. The sign may
be used in educational settings, discussions about race, or within artistic
expressions, but its acceptability varies widely. The Deaf community often
debates when and how the sign should be used, reflecting broader societal
conversations about the n-word.

Respect and Sensitivity in the Deaf Community
Respectful communication is a cornerstone of the Deaf community’s approach to
sensitive language. Many Deaf individuals advocate for mindful use of the asl
n-word sign, emphasizing respect for those who find the term offensive. This
cultural sensitivity shapes the norms and etiquette surrounding the sign’s
use.

Misconceptions and Controversies Surrounding
the ASL Sign
There are several misconceptions about the asl n-word meaning, including
misunderstandings about the sign’s intent and appropriate usage. These
misconceptions can lead to controversy and conflict within and outside the
Deaf community.

Common Misunderstandings
One common misconception is that the asl n-word sign is a direct translation
of the spoken word without nuance. In reality, the sign carries complex
layers of meaning and is often accompanied by contextual cues that influence
interpretation. Another misunderstanding is that all Deaf individuals use or
accept the sign, which is not the case.

Public Reactions and Media Portrayal
Media coverage and public reactions to the asl n-word sign have sometimes
amplified controversy, particularly when the sign appears in viral videos or
educational content. These portrayals can oversimplify the issues and fail to
capture the nuanced discussion within the Deaf community about the asl n-word
meaning.

Guidelines for Appropriate Use of Sensitive



Language in ASL
Given the sensitive nature of the asl n-word meaning, certain guidelines help
ensure respectful and appropriate communication. These guidelines are
informed by cultural norms, community standards, and ethical considerations.

Recommendations for Learners and Interpreters
Individuals learning ASL or working as interpreters should approach the asl
n-word sign with caution. Recommendations include:

Avoiding the use of the sign unless necessary for educational or
contextual purposes.

Respecting the preferences of Deaf individuals regarding the sign’s use.

Understanding the historical and cultural background of the term before
using the sign.

Seeking guidance from experienced Deaf community members and cultural
consultants.

Being aware of the impact that the sign may have on different audiences.

Promoting Inclusive and Respectful Communication
Promoting inclusivity involves recognizing the power of language and the
responsibility that comes with using potentially offensive terms. The Deaf
community’s approach to the asl n-word meaning reflects a broader commitment
to respect, understanding, and cultural sensitivity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the ASL n-word sign mean?
In American Sign Language (ASL), the n-word sign historically referred to a
derogatory term for Black people and is considered offensive and
inappropriate to use.

Is the ASL n-word sign offensive?
Yes, the ASL sign corresponding to the n-word is offensive and derogatory,
reflecting the same racial slur as in spoken English, and its use is
discouraged.



Why is the n-word sign in ASL controversial?
The n-word sign in ASL is controversial because it represents a racial slur
with a painful history, and its use perpetuates racism and disrespect toward
Black individuals.

Are there alternative signs in ASL to discuss the n-
word without being offensive?
Yes, Deaf communities often use euphemisms or fingerspell the word to avoid
signing the offensive n-word directly, especially in educational or sensitive
contexts.

How do Deaf educators address the n-word in ASL
classes?
Deaf educators usually explain the historical context, the offensive nature
of the n-word, and discourage its use, promoting respectful language and
awareness.

Has the meaning of the n-word sign in ASL changed
over time?
The meaning remains tied to the racial slur; however, awareness about its
offensiveness has increased, leading to reduced use and more sensitivity in
ASL communities.

Can the ASL n-word sign be used in a reclaimed or
cultural context?
Some Black Deaf individuals may use the sign within their community to
reclaim the term, similar to spoken usage, but it remains inappropriate for
others to use.

Where can I learn more about the cultural
implications of the n-word in ASL?
You can learn more through Deaf cultural studies, Black Deaf advocacy groups,
and scholarly articles focusing on race and language in Deaf communities.

Is fingerspelling the n-word in ASL considered less
offensive than the sign?
Fingerspelling the n-word still conveys the same offensive term and is
generally considered inappropriate unless used in specific educational or
reclaiming contexts.



Additional Resources
1. The ASL N-Word Controversy: Language, Identity, and Cultural Sensitivity
This book explores the complex history and usage of the N-word within the
Deaf community and American Sign Language (ASL). It delves into how the term
is signed, perceived, and debated among Deaf individuals, highlighting
cultural and racial dynamics. The author offers insights into the
intersection of race, language, and identity in ASL discourse.

2. Racial Slurs in Sign Language: Understanding the N-Word in ASL
Focusing on the linguistic and social aspects of racial slurs in sign
language, this book examines the specific signs associated with the N-word
and their implications. It provides an analysis of how these signs have
evolved and how they are received in different Deaf communities. The book
also discusses the challenges of addressing racism within ASL.

3. Deaf Culture and Racial Identity: Navigating the N-Word in ASL
This work investigates the intersection of Deaf culture and African American
identity, particularly regarding the use of the N-word in ASL. Through
interviews and personal narratives, it reveals the diverse opinions and
feelings surrounding the term. The book is a valuable resource for
understanding cultural sensitivity and inclusivity in Deaf spaces.

4. Signs of Controversy: The N-Word and Its Representation in ASL
Analyzing the visual and contextual representation of the N-word in ASL, this
book discusses the controversies that arise from its use. It covers
historical context, contemporary debates, and the role of education in
shaping attitudes. The author encourages respectful dialogue and awareness
within the ASL community.

5. Language, Power, and Race: The N-Word in American Sign Language
This book addresses the power dynamics involved in the use of the N-word in
ASL, considering both linguistic expression and social impact. It explores
how language reflects and reinforces racial identities and tensions. The work
offers perspectives on how the Deaf community can engage with these issues
thoughtfully.

6. The Politics of Sign: Racial Epithets and ASL
Investigating the political implications of using racial epithets, including
the N-word, in ASL, this book provides a critical examination of language and
activism. It discusses how signs are created, challenged, and reclaimed
within Deaf activism. The book is an important contribution to discussions on
race, language, and social justice.

7. From Gesture to Sign: The Evolution of the N-Word in Deaf Communication
Tracing the historical development of signs related to the N-word, this book
reveals how Deaf individuals have negotiated meaning and offense through
gestures. It contextualizes the signs within broader social movements and
changing attitudes towards race. The book offers a linguistic and cultural
perspective on sign evolution.



8. Respect and Resistance: Addressing the N-Word in Deaf Education
This book focuses on the challenges educators face when teaching about the N-
word and racial sensitivity in ASL classrooms. It provides strategies for
fostering respectful dialogue and understanding among students. The author
emphasizes the importance of culturally responsive teaching in Deaf
education.

9. Deaf Voices on Race: Personal Stories and the N-Word in ASL
A collection of personal essays and interviews, this book shares Deaf
individuals’ experiences with race and the N-word in ASL contexts. It
highlights diverse viewpoints, from acceptance to rejection of the term’s
use. The book promotes empathy and deeper awareness of the intersections
between race and Deaf culture.
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  asl n word meaning: The Behavior of Social Justice Natalie Parks, Francesca Barbieri, Ryan
Sain, Shawn Thomas Capell, Beverly Kirby, 2024-10-01 This seminal work utilizes the principles of
applied behavior analysis (ABA) to understand people’s actions. It provides a framework for the
study of social injustices that moves beyond just condemning others for their oppressive behaviors,
outlining solutions that help work towards a more socially just society. Divided across three main
sections, the book outlines the basic principles of applied behavior analysis, considers key tenets of
social justice work, and examines how social justice work can be carried out on an individual and a
wider institutional level. The first section focuses on the principles of behavior and how it expounds
on the causes, reasons, and purposes behind one’s actions. The subsequent sections pay particular
attention to how prejudice, stereotypes, and bias play out in society, and how prejudices and biases
make us more likely to participate in social injustices. The third section provides a behavioral
description of various -isms and discusses the difference between -isms and individual behaviors,
before exploring common -isms. The book concludes with an analysis of the reasons behind their
persistence, followed by solutions that can be embraced by people. Packed with case studies and
reflective questions, The Behavior of Social Justice is an essential reading for students and scholars
of behavioral sciences, psychology, sociology and education, as well as academics and researchers
interested in the study of social justice.
  asl n word meaning: Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language Scott
K. Liddell, 2003-03-13 In sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully point toward
things or can be meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. This obligatory part of fluent
grammatical signing has no parallel in vocally produced languages. This book focuses on American
Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes served by these directional
signs. It guides the reader through ASL grammar, the different categories of directional signs, the
types of spatial representations signs are directed toward, how such spatial conceptions can be
represented in mental space theory, and the conceptual purposes served by these signs. The book
demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and gesture in the service of constructing
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meaning. These results also suggest that our concept of 'language' has been much too narrow and
that a more comprehensive look at vocally produced languages will reveal the same integration of
gestural, gradient, and symbolic elements.
  asl n word meaning: Literacy Instruction for Students Who are Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Jennifer S. Beal, Hannah M. Dostal, Susan R Easterbrooks, 2024-07-12 Most students who
are deaf or hard of hearing (DHH) struggle with acquiring literacy skills, some as a direct result of
their hearing loss, some because they are receiving insufficient modifications to access the general
education curriculum, and some because they have additional learning challenges necessitating
significant program modifications. This second edition of Literacy Instruction for Students who are
Deaf and Hard of Hearing updates previous findings and describes current, evidence-based practices
in teaching literacy to DHH learners. Beal, Dostal, and Easterbrooks provide educators and parents
with a process for determining which literacy and language assessments are appropriate for
individual DHH learners and whether an instructional practice is supported by evidence or causal
factors. They describe the literacy process with an overview of related learning theories, language
and literacy assessments, and evidence-based instructional strategies across the National Reading
Panel's five areas of literacy instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and
comprehension. The volume includes evidence-based writing strategies and case vignettes that
highlight application of assessments and instructional strategies within each of these literacy areas.
Crucially, it reviews the remaining challenges related to literacy instruction for DHH learners.
Educators and parents who provide literacy instruction to DHH learners will benefit from the
breadth and depth of literacy content provided in this concise literacy textbook.
  asl n word meaning: Sign Language and Linguistic Universals Wendy Sandler, Diane
Carolyn Lillo-Martin, 2006-02-02 Sign languages are of great interest to linguists, because while
they are the product of the same brain, their physical transmission differs greatly from that of
spoken languages. In this pioneering and original study, Wendy Sandler and Diane Lillo-Martin
compare sign languages with spoken languages, in order to seek the universal properties they share.
Drawing on general linguistic theory, they describe and analyze sign language structure, showing
linguistic universals in the phonology, morphology, and syntax of sign language, while also revealing
non-universal aspects of its structure that must be attributed to its physical transmission system. No
prior background in sign language linguistics is assumed, and numerous pictures are provided to
make descriptions of signs and facial expressions accessible to readers. Engaging and informative,
Sign Language and Linguistic Universals will be invaluable to linguists, psychologists, and all those
interested in sign languages, linguistic theory and the universal properties of human languages.
  asl n word meaning: Random House Webster's American Sign Language Dictionary Elaine
Costello, 2008 Provides illustrated instructions for thousands of vocabulary words in American Sign
Language.
  asl n word meaning: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis Cokely,
1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL
stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.
  asl n word meaning: The Canadian Dictionary of ASL Carole Sue Bailey, Kathy Dolby, Hilda
Marian Campbell, Canadian Cultural Society of the Deaf, 2002-06-27 Separate sections are included
on: fingerspelling, ASL handshapes, numbers, pronouns, time concepts, and geographic place
names.--BOOK JACKET.
  asl n word meaning: The Psychology of Language David Ludden, 2015-01-06 Breaking through
the boundaries of traditional psycholinguistics texts, The Psychology of Language: An Integrated
Approach, by David Ludden, takes an integrated, cross-cultural approach that weaves the latest



developmental and neuroscience research into every chapter. Separate chapters on bilingualism and
sign language and integrated coverage of the social aspects of language acquisition and language
use provide a breadth of coverage not found in other texts. In addition, rich pedagogy in every
chapter and an engaging conversational writing style help students understand the connections
between core psycholinguistic material and findings from across the psychological sciences.
  asl n word meaning: American Sign Language (Speedy Study Guide) Speedy Publishing,
2014-12-07 An American Sign Language Guide helps someone trying to learn sign language, by
allowing the person to study at their own pace and in their own time. Also, an American Sign
Language Guide allows the person who is wanting to learn Sign Language to study anywhere that is
convenient for them. This could be; a classroom, the person's residence, the library, or any other
place that the person feels comfortable reading the guide and practicing the techniques the guide
teaches.
  asl n word meaning: The Oxford Handbook of Word Classes Eva van Lier, 2023-11-22 This
handbook explores multiple facets of the study of word classes, also known as parts of speech or
lexical categories. These categories are of fundamental importance to linguistic theory and
description, both formal and functional, and for both language-internal analyses and cross-linguistic
comparison. The volume consists of five parts that investigate word classes from different angles.
Chapters in the first part address a range of fundamental issues including diversity and unity in
word classes around the world, categorization at different levels of structure, the distinction
between lexical and functional words, and hybrid categories. Part II examines the treatment of word
classes across a wide range of contemporary linguistic theories, such as Cognitive Grammar,
Minimalist Syntax, and Lexical Functional Grammar, while the focus of Part III is on individual word
classes, from major categories such as verb and noun to minor ones such as adpositions and
ideophones. Part IV provides a number of cross-linguistic case studies, exploring word classes in
families including Afroasiatic, Sinitic, Mayan, Austronesian, and in sign languages. Chapters in the
final part of the book discuss word classes from the perspective of various sub-disciplines of
linguistics, ranging from first and second language acquisition to computational and corpus
linguistics. Together, the contributions showcase the importance of word classes for the whole
discipline of linguistics, while also highlighting the many ongoing debates in the areas and outlining
fruitful avenues for future research.
  asl n word meaning: Encyclopedia of Special Education Cecil R. Reynolds, Elaine
Fletcher-Janzen, 2007-02-26 The Third Edition of the highly acclaimed Encyclopedia of Special
Education has been thoroughly updated to include the latest information about new legislation and
guidelines. In addition, this comprehensive resource features school psychology, neuropsychology,
reviews of new tests and curricula that have been developed since publication of the second edition
in 1999, and new biographies of important figures in special education. Unique in focus, the
Encyclopedia of Special Education, Third Edition addresses issues of importance ranging from
theory to practice and is a critical reference for researchers as well as those working in the special
education field.
  asl n word meaning: Sign Language Jim G. Kyle, James Kyle, Bencie Woll, 1988-02-26 The
discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf community is very recent indeed. This book
provides a study of the communication and culture of deaf people, and particularly of the deaf
community in Britain. The authors' principal aim is to inform educators, psychologists, linguists and
professionals working with deaf people about the rich language the deaf have developed for
themselves - a language of movement and space, of the hands and of the eyes, of abstract
communication as well as iconic story telling. The first chapters of the book discuss the history of
sign language use, its social aspects and the issues surrounding the language acquisition of deaf
children (BSL) follows, and the authors also consider how the signs come into existence, change
over time and alter their meanings, and how BSL compares and contrasts with spoken languages
and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine sign language learning from a
psychological perspective and other cognitive issues. The book concludes with a consideration of the



applications of sign language research, particularly in the contentious field of education. There is
still much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf community, but the authors have
succeeded in providing an extensive framework on which other researchers can build, from which
professionals can develop a coherent practice for their work with deaf people, and from which
hearing parents of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their children's world.
  asl n word meaning: Sign Language Research Sixty Years Later: Current and Future
Perspectives Valentina Cuccio, Erin Wilkinson, Brigitte Garcia, Adam Schembri, Erin Moriarty,
Sabina Fontana, 2022-11-14
  asl n word meaning: Sign Language Phonology Diane Brentari, 2019-11-21 Surveys key
findings and ideas in sign language phonology, exploring the crucial areas in phonology to which
sign language studies has contributed.
  asl n word meaning: The Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies in Language Marc Marschark,
Patricia Elizabeth Spencer, 2016 Language development, and the challenges it can present for
individuals who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, have long been a focus of research, theory, and practice
in D/deaf studies and deaf education. Over the past 150 years, but most especially near the end of
the 20th and beginning of the 21st century, advances in the acquisition and development of
language competencies and skills have been increasing rapidly. This volume addresses many of
those accomplishments as well as remaining challenges and new questions that have arisen from
multiple perspectives: theoretical, linguistic, social-emotional, neuro-biological, and socio-cultural.
Contributors comprise an international group of prominent scholars and practitioners from a variety
of academic and clinical backgrounds. The result is a volume that addresses, in detail, current
knowledge, emerging questions, and innovative educational practice in a variety of contexts. The
volume takes on topics such as discussion of the transformation of efforts to identify a best language
approach (the sign versus speech debate) to a stronger focus on individual strengths, potentials, and
choices for selecting and even combining approaches; the effects of language on other areas of
development as well as effects from other domains on language itself; and how neurological,
socio-cognitive, and linguistic bases of learning are leading to more specialized approaches to
instruction that address the challenges that remain for deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals. This
volume both complements and extends The Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education,
Volumes 1 and 2, going further into the unique challenges and demands for deaf or hard-of-hearing
individuals than any other text and providing not only compilations of what is known but setting the
course for investigating what is still to be learned.
  asl n word meaning: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil Lucas, 2000
New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN 1-56368-283-4.
  asl n word meaning: Sign Language Acquisition Anne Baker, Bencie Woll, 2009-01-14 How
children acquire a sign language and the stages of sign language development are extremely
important topics in sign linguistics and deaf education, with studies in this field enabling assessment
of an individual child’s communicative skills in comparison to others. In order to do research in this
area it is important to use the right methodological tools. The contributions to this volume address
issues covering the basics of doing sign acquisition research, the use of assessment tools, problems
of transcription, analyzing narratives and carrying out interaction studies. It serves as an ideal
reference source for any researcher or student of sign languages who is planning to do such work.
This volume was originally published as a Special Issue of Sign Language & Linguistics 8:1/2 (2005)
  asl n word meaning: Sign Language in Indo-Pakistan Ulrike Zeshan, 2000-08-15 To find a
suitable framework for the description of a previously undocumented language is all the more
challenging in the case of a signed language. In this book, for the first time, an indigenous Asian
sign language used in deaf communities in India and Pakistan is described on all linguistically
relevant levels. This grammatical sketch aims at providing a concise yet comprehensive picture of
the language. It covers a substantial part of Indopakistani Sign Language grammar. Topics
discussed range from properties of individual signs to principles of discourse organization.
Important aspects of morphological structure and syntactic regularities are summarized. Finally,



sign language specific grammatical mechanisms such as spatially realized syntax and the use of
facial expressions also figure prominently in this book. A 300-word dictionary with graphic
representations of signs and a transcribed sample text complement the grammatical description. The
cross-linguistic study of signed languages is only just beginning. Descriptive materials such as the
ones presented in this book provide the necessary starting point for further empirical and theoretical
research in this direction.
  asl n word meaning: Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies, Language, and Education Marc
Marschark Professor at the National Technical Institute of the Deaf at Rochester Institute of
Technology, Patricia Elizabeth Spencer Research Professor in the Department of Social Work
Gallaudet University, 2003-03-27 In Plato's cratylus, which dates to 360 B.C., Socrates alludes to the
use of signs by deaf people. In his Natural History, completed in 79 A.D., Pliny the Elder alludes to
Quintus Pedius, the deaf son of a Roman consul, who had to seek permission from Caesar Augustus
to pursue his training as an artist. During the Renaissance, scores of deaf people achieved fame
throughout Europe, and by the middle of the 17th century the talents and communication systems of
deaf people were being studied by a variety of noted scientists and philosophers. However, the role
of deaf people in society has always been hotly debated: could they be educated? Should they be
educated? If so, how? How does Deaf culture exist within larger communities? What do advances in
the technology and the genetics of hearing loss portend for Deaf communities? In this landmark
volume, a wide range of international experts present a comprehensive and accessible overview of
the diverse field of deaf studies, language, and education. Pairing practical information with detailed
analyses of what works, why, and for whom, and banishing the paternalism once intrinsic to the
field, the handbook consists of specially commissioned essays on topics such as language and
language development, hearing and speech perception, education, literacy, cognition, and the
complex cultural, social, and psychological issues associated with individuals who are deaf or hard of
hearing. Through careful planning, collaboration, and editing, the various topics are interwoven in a
manner that allows the reader to understand the current status of research in the field and
recognize the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead, providing the most comprehensive
reference resource on deaf issues. Written to be accessible to students and practitioners as well as
researchers, The Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies, Language, and Education is a uniquely
ambitious work that will alter both theoretical and applied landscapes. It surveys a field that has
grown dramatically over the past 40 years, since sign languages were first recognized by scientists
to be true languages. From work on the linguistics of sign language and parent-child interactions to
analyses of school placement and the mapping of brain function in deaf individuals, research across
a wide range of disciplines has greatly expanded not just our knowledge of deafness and the deaf,
but of the very origins of language, social interaction, and thinking. Bringing together historical
information, research, and strategies for teaching and service provision, Marc Marschark and
Patricia Elizabeth Spencer have given us what is certain to become the benchmark reference in the
field.
  asl n word meaning: Variation and Change Mirjam Fried, Jan-Ola Östman, Jef Verschueren,
2010-11-11 The ten volumes of the Handbook of Pragmatics Highlights focus on the most salient
topics in the field of pragmatics, thus dividing its wide interdisciplinary spectrum in a transparent
and manageable way. While the other volumes select specific philosophical, cognitive, grammatical,
cultural, interactional, or discursive angles, this sixth volume focuses on the dynamic aspects of
language and reviews the relevant developments in variationist and diachronic scholarship. The
areas explored in the volume concern several general themes: specific methodological approaches,
from comparative reconstruction to evolutionary pragmatics; issues in intra-lingual variation in
terms of standard and non-standard varieties; cross-linguistic variation, including its cross-cultural
dimension; and the study of diachronic relations across linguistic patterns, including changes in all
areas of pragmatic patterns and categories. The contributions document two prominent and
interrelated trends that shape contemporary variationist and diachronic research. One, it has moved
from situating change within context-independent systems toward incorporating patterns of



language use and the speaker’s role in language change. And two, it has reoriented its focus away
from cataloguing instances of variation and toward seeking theoretically informed accounts that aim
at explaining variation and change. On the whole, the volume argues for accepting and developing
actively a systematic connection between research in diachrony, synchronic variation, and typology,
while also incorporating the socio-cognitive perspective in linguistic analysis as a particularly
promising source of useful methodology and explanatory models.
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