
asl alphabet pronunciation

asl alphabet pronunciation is a fundamental aspect of learning American Sign Language (ASL),
enabling effective communication within the Deaf and hard of hearing communities. Understanding
the ASL alphabet pronunciation involves not only recognizing hand shapes and movements but also
grasping the correct articulation when fingerspelling. This article explores the intricacies of the ASL
alphabet, highlighting pronunciation tips, common challenges, and the role of fingerspelling in
everyday conversation. Additionally, it covers the differences between manual signs and spoken
alphabet sounds, helping learners master the nuances of ASL communication. Whether for beginners
or advanced users, a solid grasp of ASL alphabet pronunciation enhances clarity and fluency in sign
language. The following sections will guide readers through the basics, practical techniques, and
advanced insights into ASL fingerspelling and pronunciation.
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Understanding the ASL Alphabet
The ASL alphabet consists of 26 hand signs, each representing a letter of the English alphabet.
Unlike spoken language, ASL uses visual-manual modality, relying on hand shapes, positions, and
movements. The alphabet is primarily used in fingerspelling, which spells out words and names that
do not have established signs. Understanding the ASL alphabet is the first step toward effective
communication, as it bridges written English and sign language.

The Structure of the ASL Alphabet
Each letter in the ASL alphabet has a unique hand shape and orientation. These signs are static,
meaning the hand shape remains consistent without movement. Learning these foundational signs
accurately is crucial for proper ASL alphabet pronunciation and comprehension.

Usage in Communication
Fingerspelling is often integrated into conversations to spell proper nouns, technical terms, or words
without standard signs. The ASL alphabet also serves as a tool for clarifying misunderstandings and
emphasizing specific words. Mastery of the alphabet supports fluid and natural communication



within the Deaf community.

Pronunciation and Fingerspelling Techniques
ASL alphabet pronunciation refers to the way fingerspelled letters are formed and perceived visually
and sometimes accompanied by mouth movements. Although ASL is a visual language without
vocalization, the concept of pronunciation in fingerspelling relates to clarity and accuracy in
producing each letter's hand shape.

Forming Each Letter Clearly
Proper finger placement and hand orientation are essential for clear fingerspelling. Each letter must
be distinct to avoid confusion with similar signs. For example, letters like "M," "N," and "T" differ
subtly in finger positioning, requiring precision.

Hand Movement and Flow
While most ASL alphabet signs are static, fluent fingerspelling involves smooth transitions between
letters. This flow helps maintain rhythm and readability, akin to natural pronunciation in spoken
language. Pausing slightly between words aids comprehension.

The Role of Mouth Morphemes
Mouth movements often accompany fingerspelling to enhance clarity. These non-manual signals,
such as mouthing the letter or related sounds, provide additional context. Although not vocalized,
these cues mimic spoken language pronunciation and assist in communication.

Common Challenges in ASL Alphabet Pronunciation
Learning ASL alphabet pronunciation presents challenges, especially for beginners transitioning
from spoken language to visual communication. Recognizing and addressing these difficulties is key
to improving fingerspelling skills.

Confusing Similar Letters
Some letters in the ASL alphabet have similar hand shapes, leading to common confusion. For
example, "U" and "V" differ only by finger position, and "D" and "P" can be mistaken if orientation is
incorrect. Practicing these distinctions reduces errors.



Speed and Legibility
Fingerspelling too quickly can compromise legibility, while signing too slowly may disrupt
conversational flow. Balancing speed and clarity is critical for effective ASL alphabet pronunciation.
Developing this balance takes consistent practice and observation.

Inconsistent Handshapes
Maintaining consistent handshapes throughout fingerspelling is essential. Variations can confuse the
receiver and obscure meaning. Learners should focus on forming each letter precisely and uniformly
to ensure clear communication.

Role of Mouth Movements and Non-Manual Signals
Non-manual signals, including mouth movements, facial expressions, and head tilts, play a
significant role in ASL alphabet pronunciation. These components complement manual signs and add
nuance to fingerspelling.

Mouthing Letters and Words
Mouthing the corresponding English letter or word silently while fingerspelling helps clarify the
message. This practice reflects the influence of spoken English on ASL fingerspelling and facilitates
understanding, especially in noisy environments.

Facial Expressions and Context
Facial expressions convey tone, emotion, and emphasis during fingerspelling. For instance, raising
eyebrows can indicate a question. These non-manual signals work alongside hand signs to provide a
fuller communicative experience.

Head Movements
Head nods or shakes can reinforce meaning or indicate confirmation and negation. Using these
gestures appropriately enhances the effectiveness of fingerspelling and overall ASL communication.

Practice Tips for Mastering ASL Alphabet
Pronunciation
Consistent practice is essential for mastering ASL alphabet pronunciation and fingerspelling.
Employing effective strategies accelerates learning and improves communication skills.



Daily Practice: Dedicate time each day to practice forming each letter and fingerspelling1.
common words.

Use Visual Aids: Utilize flashcards or videos demonstrating correct handshapes and2.
movements.

Record and Review: Film fingerspelling sessions to identify and correct mistakes.3.

Practice with Others: Engage with fluent signers or classmates to receive feedback and4.
improve fluency.

Incorporate Mouth Movements: Practice mouthing letters silently to enhance clarity.5.

Focus on Similar Letters: Spend extra time distinguishing commonly confused signs.6.

Implementing these strategies fosters greater confidence and accuracy in ASL alphabet
pronunciation, facilitating smoother and more natural communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ASL alphabet pronunciation?
The ASL alphabet pronunciation refers to the way each letter of the American Sign Language
fingerspelling alphabet is articulated, often by mouthing the corresponding English letter while
signing.

Why is mouthing important in ASL alphabet pronunciation?
Mouthing helps clarify which letter is being signed, especially in fingerspelling, making
communication clearer and aiding in understanding for both deaf and hearing individuals.

How do you pronounce the ASL letter 'A'?
The ASL letter 'A' is signed by making a fist with the thumb resting alongside the fingers, and it is
typically pronounced by mouthing the sound 'A' as in 'apple'.

Are there differences in ASL alphabet pronunciation based on
region?
While the handshapes for the ASL alphabet are standardized, mouthing and pronunciation can vary
slightly depending on regional accents and individual speaking styles.

Can ASL alphabet pronunciation help in learning spoken



English?
Yes, practicing ASL alphabet pronunciation can improve lip-reading skills and enhance
understanding of English phonetics, benefiting both deaf and hearing learners.

Is it necessary to pronounce letters aloud when fingerspelling
in ASL?
It is not necessary to pronounce letters aloud when fingerspelling in ASL, but mouthing the letters
silently is common and helps improve clarity and comprehension.

How can beginners improve their ASL alphabet pronunciation?
Beginners can improve by practicing fingerspelling regularly, watching videos of native signers, and
mimicking both the handshapes and mouth movements associated with each letter.

Does ASL alphabet pronunciation differ from other sign
languages?
Yes, different sign languages have their own fingerspelling alphabets and associated pronunciations,
so ASL alphabet pronunciation is specific to American Sign Language.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering the ASL Alphabet: A Beginner’s Guide to Fingerspelling
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the ASL alphabet with clear illustrations and step-
by-step instructions. It focuses on helping beginners develop accurate fingerspelling skills through
practical exercises. Readers will find tips on hand positioning, movement, and common pitfalls to
avoid.

2. The ASL Alphabet Pronunciation Handbook
Designed for learners at all levels, this handbook emphasizes the correct formation and fluid
pronunciation of the ASL alphabet. It includes detailed descriptions of each letter’s handshape and
movement, along with practice drills to improve speed and clarity. The book also covers common
errors and how to correct them.

3. Fingerspelling Fluency: Perfecting ASL Alphabet Communication
This book is tailored for those seeking to enhance their fingerspelling fluency and accuracy. It
provides advanced techniques for smooth transitions between letters and tips on maintaining natural
rhythm. Additionally, it incorporates video links for visual learners to practice alongside
demonstrations.

4. ASL Alphabet Pronunciation Made Easy
A user-friendly guide that breaks down the complexities of ASL alphabet pronunciation into simple,
digestible lessons. It uses mnemonic devices and visual aids to help learners retain letter shapes and
motions. The book is ideal for self-study and classroom use.

5. Sign Language Essentials: Mastering the ASL Alphabet



This essential resource covers the foundational aspects of the ASL alphabet with a focus on
pronunciation and clarity. It includes exercises for recognizing and producing each letter accurately,
accompanied by cultural notes to enhance understanding. The book is suitable for both beginners
and intermediate learners.

6. Fluent Fingers: Achieving Precision in ASL Alphabet Pronunciation
Focused on precision and articulation, this book offers in-depth guidance on perfecting each letter of
the ASL alphabet. It highlights the nuances of handshape, movement, and facial expression to
ensure clear communication. Practice activities are designed to build muscle memory and
confidence.

7. The Complete Guide to ASL Alphabet Pronunciation and Fingerspelling
A thorough guide that covers both the basics and complexities of ASL alphabet pronunciation and
fingerspelling techniques. It features comprehensive practice sections, quizzes, and tips for
integrating fingerspelling into everyday signing. The book is a valuable tool for students and
educators alike.

8. Visualizing the ASL Alphabet: Techniques for Accurate Pronunciation
This book emphasizes the visual aspects of learning the ASL alphabet, with detailed illustrations and
diagrams to aid pronunciation. It teaches learners how to observe and replicate hand movements
accurately. The approach is ideal for visual learners seeking to improve their fingerspelling skills.

9. Expressive Fingers: Enhancing ASL Alphabet Pronunciation Through Practice
A practical workbook designed to develop expressive and clear ASL alphabet pronunciation. It
combines exercises, drills, and real-world examples to help learners communicate effectively. The
book encourages consistent practice to build both speed and precision in fingerspelling.
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  asl alphabet pronunciation: Society, Beliefs and American Sign Language Pasquale De Marco,
2025-04-28 Discover the captivating world of American Sign Language (ASL) and immerse yourself
in the vibrant culture of the Deaf community with Society, Beliefs and American Sign Language. This
comprehensive guide unveils the intricacies of ASL, taking you on a journey to understand its
grammar, structure, and cultural significance. Delve into the rich history of ASL, tracing its roots
from its early origins to its modern-day usage. Explore the diverse communication styles and
etiquette within the Deaf community, gaining insights into their unique perspectives and
experiences. Understand the challenges and discrimination faced by deaf individuals and learn about
the ongoing efforts to promote inclusivity and accessibility. Embark on a linguistic adventure as you
delve into the fundamental elements of ASL grammar. Uncover the nuances of sentence structure,
non-manual markers, and the expressive power of facial expressions and body language. Master the
art of fingerspelling and numbers, unlocking the secrets of this visual language. Navigate everyday
situations with confidence using ASL. Learn how to introduce yourself and others, make requests

https://ns2.kelisto.es/gacor1-05/Book?ID=irb69-3062&title=asl-alphabet-pronunciation.pdf
https://ns2.kelisto.es/gacor1-22/files?trackid=mvY15-4455&title=online-experiment-best-practices.pdf
https://ns2.kelisto.es/gacor1-22/files?trackid=mvY15-4455&title=online-experiment-best-practices.pdf


and offers, ask for directions and information, and engage in conversations with ease. Discover the
practical applications of ASL in various settings, from shopping and dining to medical and
emergency situations. Explore the dynamic role of ASL in education and employment. Understand
the importance of ASL in educational settings and the accommodations available for deaf students.
Discover career opportunities for ASL users and gain insights into workplace culture,
communication strategies, and legal protections. Venture into the realm of ASL in art and
entertainment, where creativity and expression flourish. Witness the power of ASL in theater, film,
poetry, storytelling, music, dance, and visual art. Appreciate the unique artistic expressions of the
Deaf community and their contributions to popular culture. Join the movement for advocacy and
activism, and become a champion for ASL and the rights of deaf individuals. Learn about the Deaf
President Now movement and the impact of the ADA on ASL. Engage with current issues and
challenges facing the Deaf community and discover the organizations and resources dedicated to
promoting equality and inclusion. Whether you're a student, educator, interpreter, or simply
someone fascinated by language and culture, Society, Beliefs and American Sign Language is your
essential guide to understanding and appreciating American Sign Language. With its comprehensive
approach and engaging writing style, this book empowers you to connect with the Deaf community,
embrace diversity, and celebrate the beauty of ASL. If you like this book, write a review on google
books!
  asl alphabet pronunciation: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis
Cokely, 1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides
ASL stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil Lucas,
2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Ear, Nose, and Throat Disorders Sourcebook, 3rd Ed. James
Chambers, 2019-05-01 Provides consumer health information about the causes, symptoms,
diagnosis, and treatment of diseases and disorders that affect the ears, nose, sinuses, throat, and
voice. Includes index, glossary of related terms, and other resources.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: A Mind for Language Harry van der Hulst, 2023-09-21 How does
human language arise in the mind? To what extent is it innate, or something that is learned? How do
these factors interact? The questions surrounding how we acquire language are some of the most
fundamental about what it means to be human and have long been at the heart of linguistic theory.
This book provides a comprehensive introduction to this fascinating debate, unravelling the
arguments for the roles of nature and nurture in the knowledge that allows humans to learn and use
language. An interdisciplinary approach is used throughout, allowing the debate to be examined
from philosophical and cognitive perspectives. It is illustrated with real-life examples and the theory
is explained in a clear, easy-to-read way, making it accessible for students, and other readers,
without a background in linguistics. An accompanying website contains a glossary, questions for
reflection, discussion themes and project suggestions, to further deepen students understanding of
the material.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Read, Rhyme, and Romp Heather McNeil, 2012-06-26 Designed
to promote literacy in young children and to empower parents, educators, and librarians, this guide
is filled with simple strategies, creative activities, and detailed instructions that help make reading
fun. Encouraging a love of reading in young children can be a source of both great frustration and
immense joy. This handy resource provides essential tips, techniques, and strategies for making
early literacy development fun and inspiring a lifelong love of reading. Read, Rhyme, and Romp:



Early Literacy Skills and Activities for Librarians, Teachers, and Parents explores the six basic
pre-literacy skills that experts agree are necessary for a young child to be ready to learn to read.
Special sections within each chapter are dedicated to the specific needs of preschool teachers,
parents, and librarians, making the content relevant to different settings. Recommended book lists,
personal anecdotes, and literacy-rich activities combine to create an effective and accessible plan for
implementing an early literacy program.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Recent Perspectives on American Sign Language Harlan L.
Lane, Francois Grosjean, 2017-09-29 Published in 1989, Recent Perspectives on American Sign
Language is a valuable contribution to the field of Cognitive Psychology.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: English as a Foreign Language for Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing
Persons Ewa Domagała-Zyśk, Edit H. Kontra, 2016-09-23 Deaf and hard-of-hearing students form a
specific group of foreign language learners. They need to use foreign languages just like their
hearing peers if they want to enjoy the same benefits of globalization and technical advancements of
today, yet they cannot take part in the same foreign language education. As sign language users,
lip-readers or persons relying on hearing aids or cochlear implants in their everyday communication,
they need special support in learning a foreign language. This book has been written by teachers
and researchers involved in teaching English as a foreign language (EFL) to deaf and
hard-of-hearing students in various different European countries, including the Czech Republic,
France, Hungary, Norway, Poland, and Serbia. The chapters mirror both the authors’ personal
journeys through this field and give insight into various aspects of empirical research into the
foreign language acquisition of hearing-impaired learners. They discuss mainly the issue of specific
methodology for teaching EFL vocabulary, grammar, reading, writing and speaking to deaf and
hard-of-hearing persons and the challenge of effective communication during the classes via sign
language, cued speech or the oral approach. Special chapters are also devoted to EFL teachers’
experience in special schools for the deaf. Educators interested in practical advice, responses to
challenges and worked-out solutions to problems will particularly welcome this book as a useful
source of ideas. It will also help novice teachers embarking on their careers in English language
education for deaf and hard-of-hearing children and adults.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Deaf Education Beyond the Western World Harry Knoors, Maria
Brons, Marc Marschark, 2019-01-16 If teachers want to educate deaf learners effectively, they have
to apply evidence-informed methods and didactics with the needs of individual deaf students in
mind. Education in general -- and education for deaf learners in particular -- is situated in broader
societal contexts, where what works within the Western world may be quite different from what
works beyond the Western world. By exploring practice-based and research-based evidence about
deaf education in countries that largely have been left out of the international discussion thus far,
this volume encourages more researchers in more countries to continue investigating the learning
environment of deaf learners, based on the premise of leaving no one behind. Featuring chapters
centering on 19 countries, from Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Central and Eastern Europe, the
volume offers a picture of deaf education from the perspectives of local scholars and teachers who
demonstrate best practices and challenges within their respective regional contexts. This volume
addresses the notion of learning through the exchange of knowledge; outlines the commonalities and
differences between practices and policies in educating deaf and hard-of-hearing learners; and looks
ahead to the prospects for the future development of deaf education research in the context of
recently adopted international legal frameworks. Stimulating academic exchange regionally and
globally among scholars and teachers who are fascinated by and invested in deaf education, this
volume strengthens the foundation for further improvement of education for deaf children all around
the world.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Handbook of Undergraduate Second Language Education ,
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Language Acquisition By Eye Charlene Chamberlain, Jill P.
Morford, Rachel I. Mayberry, 1999-08-01 This book focuses on the early acquisition of signed
languages and the later development of reading by children who use signed languages. It represents



the first collection of research papers focused solely on the acquisition of various signed languages
by very young children--all of whom are acquiring signed languages natively, from deaf parents. It is
also the first collection to investigate the possible relationships between the acquisition of signed
language and reading development in school-aged children. The underlying questions addressed by
the chapters are how visual-gestural languages develop and whether and how visual languages can
serve the foundation for learning a second visual representation of language, namely, reading.
Language Acquisition by Eye is divided into two parts, anchored in the toddler phase and the
school-pupil phase. The central focus of Part I is on the earliest stages of signed language
acquisition. The chapters in this part address important questions as to what babytalk looks like in
signed language and the effect it has on babies' attention, what early babbling looks like in signed
language, what babies' earliest signs look like, how parents talk to their babies in signed language to
ensure that their babies see what's being said, and what the earliest sentences in signed languages
tell us about the acquisition of grammar. With contrasting research paradigms, these chapters all
show the degree to which parents and babies are highly sensitive to one another's communicative
interactions in subtle and complex ways. Such observations cannot be made for spoken language
acquisition because speech does not require that the parent and child look at each other during
communication whereas signed language does. Part II focuses on the relationship between signed
language acquisition and reading development in children who are deaf. All of these chapters report
original research that investigates and uncovers a positive relationship between the acquisition and
knowledge of signed language and the development of reading skills and as a result, represents a
historical first in reading research. This section discusses how current theory applies to the case of
deaf children's reading and presents new data that illuminates reading theory. Using a variety of
research paradigms, each chapter finds a positive rather than a negative correlation between signed
language knowledge and usage, and the development of reading skill. These chapters are sure to
provide the foundation for new directions in reading research.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Literacy Instruction for Students Who are Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Jennifer S. Beal, Hannah M. Dostal, Susan R Easterbrooks, 2024-07-12 Most students who
are deaf or hard of hearing (DHH) struggle with acquiring literacy skills, some as a direct result of
their hearing loss, some because they are receiving insufficient modifications to access the general
education curriculum, and some because they have additional learning challenges necessitating
significant program modifications. This second edition of Literacy Instruction for Students who are
Deaf and Hard of Hearing updates previous findings and describes current, evidence-based practices
in teaching literacy to DHH learners. Beal, Dostal, and Easterbrooks provide educators and parents
with a process for determining which literacy and language assessments are appropriate for
individual DHH learners and whether an instructional practice is supported by evidence or causal
factors. They describe the literacy process with an overview of related learning theories, language
and literacy assessments, and evidence-based instructional strategies across the National Reading
Panel's five areas of literacy instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and
comprehension. The volume includes evidence-based writing strategies and case vignettes that
highlight application of assessments and instructional strategies within each of these literacy areas.
Crucially, it reviews the remaining challenges related to literacy instruction for DHH learners.
Educators and parents who provide literacy instruction to DHH learners will benefit from the
breadth and depth of literacy content provided in this concise literacy textbook.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Auditory Impairment and Assistive Hearing, 1st Ed. James
Chambers, 2020-11-01 15 percent of American adults live with some form of auditory impairment
and 2 to 3 of every 1 thousand infants born in the U.S. has a detectable level of auditory impairment.
This book provides information about auditory impairments and treatment and assistive-technology
options, along with resources and information about living with an auditory impairment.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Communication Disabilities, 1st Ed. James Chambers, 2020-03-01
Provides an overview of the different types of communication disorders and their impact on
personal, social, and economic well-being, recovery and rehabilitation techniques, and tips for



caregivers. Includes facts about rights and benefits of people with communication disabilities and
resources for additional help and information.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: American Sign Language Alphabet Book Nicola Publishing House,
2024-07-20 This comprehensive guide is perfect for beginners, educators, and anyone interested in
learning ASL. It helps users master the ASL alphabet with confidence. Each letter is presented with
detailed hand signs, making it easy to learn and practice. Ideal for parents teaching their children,
teachers introducing ASL in the classroom, or anyone looking to expand their language skills, this
book serves as an invaluable resource. It's also perfect for speech therapists, caregivers, and anyone
working with the deaf and hard of hearing community. Whether you're a student, professional, or
simply someone who values communication and inclusivity, this book is designed for you. This ASL
alphabet book makes a thoughtful gift for birthdays, holidays, graduations, or any special occasion.
It's a wonderful tool for anyone interested in bridging communication gaps and fostering
understanding within their community. Give the gift of communication and inclusivity with this
essential ASL alphabet book, and empower yourself or a loved one to connect with others in a
meaningful way.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Art & Science of Music Therapy Tony Wigram, Bruce
Saperston, Robert West, 2013-10-08 First Published in 1995. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: A Malayalam-English School Dictionary Tobias Zacharias, 1921
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Language in the Digital Era. Challenges and Perspectives Daniel
Dejica, Gyde Hansen, Peter Sandrini, Iulia Para, 2016-11-05 This book pinpoints the impact of new
technologies on language and communication, highlights the evolution and changes undergone by
humanities in conjunction with technological innovation, and looks at how language has adapted to
the challenges of today’s digitized world.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Sign Language and Linguistic Universals Wendy Sandler, Diane
Carolyn Lillo-Martin, 2006-02-02 Sign languages are of great interest to linguists, because while
they are the product of the same brain, their physical transmission differs greatly from that of
spoken languages. In this 2006 study, Wendy Sandler and Diane Lillo-Martin compare sign
languages with spoken languages, in order to seek the universal properties they share. Drawing on
general linguistic theory, they describe and analyze sign language structure, showing linguistic
universals in the phonology, morphology, and syntax of sign language, while also revealing
non-universal aspects of its structure that must be attributed to its physical transmission system. No
prior background in sign language linguistics is assumed, and numerous pictures are provided to
make descriptions of signs and facial expressions accessible to readers. Engaging and informative,
Sign Language and Linguistic Universals will be invaluable to linguists, psychologists, and all those
interested in sign languages, linguistic theory and the universal properties of human languages.
  asl alphabet pronunciation: Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research, Volume 1
Susan D. Fischer, Patricia Siple, 1990-11-19 Only recently has linguistic research recognized sign
languages as legitimate human languages with properties analogous to those cataloged for French
or Navajo, for example. There are many different sign languages, which can be analyzed on a variety
of levels—phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics—in the same way as spoken
languages. Yet the recognition that not all of the principles established for spoken languages hold
for sign languages has made sign languages a crucial testing ground for linguistic theory. Edited by
Susan Fischer and Patricia Siple, this collection is divided into four sections, reflecting the
traditional core areas of phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Although most of the
contributions consider American Sign Language (ASL), five treat sign languages unrelated to ASL,
offering valuable perspectives on sign universals. Since some of these languages or systems are only
recently established, they provide a window onto the evolution and growth of sign languages.
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