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ame zion church discipline 2021 reflects the structured approach of the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in maintaining spiritual integrity
and communal order within its congregations. The discipline guidelines serve
as a foundation for governance, outlining the responsibilities of clergy and
laity alike, while addressing issues ranging from worship conduct to moral
accountability. In 2021, the church discipline emphasized both tradition and
adaptability, ensuring that policies met contemporary challenges while
preserving core doctrinal principles. This article explores the key
components of the ame zion church discipline 2021, its historical background,
procedural aspects, and the role it plays in promoting unity and spiritual
growth. Understanding these elements is essential for clergy, church members,
and observers interested in the church’s governance framework. The discussion
will also cover disciplinary procedures, the significance of the Book of
Discipline, and recent updates or reaffirmations made in 2021. The following
sections provide an organized overview of these topics.
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Role of the Book of Discipline

Updates and Revisions in 2021

Impact on Church Governance and Membership

Overview of Ame Zion Church Discipline
The ame zion church discipline 2021 outlines the rules, doctrines, and
policies that govern the church’s operation and spiritual life. It
establishes guidelines for worship, administration, clergy conduct, and
member responsibilities. This discipline serves not only as a regulatory
framework but also as a spiritual compass, guiding the church body toward
holiness and unity. The discipline is a living document, periodically
reviewed and updated to address contemporary issues and maintain relevance
within the church community.



Purpose and Scope
The primary purpose of the ame zion church discipline 2021 is to maintain
order and uphold the church’s teachings. It covers a broad scope of topics,
including liturgical practices, church governance, membership qualifications,
pastoral duties, and disciplinary measures. This comprehensive scope ensures
that every aspect of church life aligns with biblical principles and the
church’s mission.

Authority and Enforcement
Discipline enforcement is vested in church officers, including bishops,
pastors, and church boards. The 2021 discipline clearly defines the roles and
responsibilities of these leaders in administering discipline fairly and
consistently. It also provides mechanisms for due process to protect the
rights of individuals within the church structure.

Historical Development and Importance
The ame zion church discipline has evolved over more than two centuries,
reflecting the church’s growth and changing social contexts. Rooted in the
Methodist tradition, the discipline integrates Wesleyan theology with the
unique history of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.

Origins and Evolution
The discipline originated with the church's founding in the early 19th
century, crafted to address the spiritual and organizational needs of African
American Methodists. Over time, revisions have incorporated new challenges
and theological insights while preserving foundational doctrines.

Significance in Church Life
Maintaining discipline is vital for preserving the church’s doctrinal purity
and communal integrity. It fosters accountability among members and leaders,
promotes orderly worship, and helps resolve conflicts effectively. The
discipline thus serves as a cornerstone of the church’s identity and mission.

Key Components of the 2021 Discipline
The ame zion church discipline 2021 contains several essential components
that structure the church’s governance and spiritual practices. These
components ensure clarity in expectations and uniformity in practice across
congregations.



Doctrinal Statements
The discipline includes clear affirmations of faith, outlining core
theological beliefs such as the nature of God, Christology, the Holy Spirit,
salvation, and sanctification. These statements provide a doctrinal
foundation for teaching and preaching within the church.

Church Governance
The governance section delineates the organizational structure, including the
roles of the General Conference, bishops, presiding elders, pastors, and
local church boards. It specifies election procedures, terms of office, and
the responsibilities of each office bearer.

Worship and Sacraments
Guidelines for worship services, sacraments like baptism and the Lord’s
Supper, and other rites are detailed to maintain reverence and uniformity.
The discipline emphasizes the importance of worship as central to church
life.

Member Conduct and Responsibilities
The discipline sets standards for member behavior, including moral conduct,
participation in church activities, and commitment to tithing and
stewardship. It highlights the expectation that members live lives consistent
with Christian teachings.

Disciplinary Procedures and Processes
One of the critical functions of the ame zion church discipline 2021 is to
provide clear procedures for addressing violations of church standards. These
processes ensure fairness and transparency while aiming for restoration and
reconciliation.

Investigation and Hearing
When allegations of misconduct arise, a formal investigation is initiated
according to the discipline’s guidelines. The accused is entitled to a
hearing before an appointed disciplinary committee, where evidence is
presented and examined.



Sanctions and Restoration
Sanctions may range from admonition and suspension to removal from church
membership or office, depending on the severity of the offense. The
discipline also prioritizes restorative practices, encouraging repentance and
reintegration into the church community.

Appeal Process
The discipline provides an appeals mechanism allowing parties to challenge
disciplinary decisions. This process helps ensure justice and protects
against misuse of authority within the church.

Role of the Book of Discipline
The Book of Discipline serves as the official codification of the ame zion
church discipline 2021. It is the authoritative text used by leaders and
members to understand and apply the church’s rules and doctrines
consistently.

Structure and Accessibility
The Book of Discipline is organized into sections covering doctrine, polity,
worship, and discipline. It is made accessible to clergy and laypersons alike
to promote transparency and education on church governance.

Educational Tool
Beyond governance, the book functions as an educational resource, helping
church members understand their faith and responsibilities. It supports
leadership training and helps new members integrate into the church’s
spiritual and organizational life.

Updates and Revisions in 2021
The ame zion church discipline 2021 incorporated several updates to address
contemporary issues while respecting the church’s traditions. These revisions
reflect ongoing efforts to keep the discipline relevant and effective.

Modern Challenges Addressed
Updates included guidelines on digital communication, social media conduct,
and responses to societal changes impacting church life. These additions



demonstrate the church’s commitment to responsible and ethical engagement in
the modern world.

Clarification of Procedures
Revisions also focused on clarifying disciplinary procedures to enhance
fairness and efficiency. This includes more detailed roles for disciplinary
committees and timelines for hearings and appeals.

Emphasis on Inclusivity and Unity
The 2021 discipline reaffirmed the church’s commitment to inclusivity,
emphasizing unity among diverse members and promoting reconciliation efforts
to heal divisions within the church body.

Impact on Church Governance and Membership
The ame zion church discipline 2021 plays a pivotal role in shaping the
church’s governance and member relations. Its comprehensive guidelines
support a healthy, accountable, and spiritually focused church environment.

Strengthening Leadership Accountability
By clearly defining leadership roles and expectations, the discipline
enhances accountability among pastors and church officials. This leads to
stronger, more transparent governance structures that uphold the church’s
mission.

Promoting Member Engagement
The discipline encourages active member participation through defined
responsibilities and pathways for involvement. This engagement fosters a
vibrant church community committed to spiritual growth and service.

Facilitating Conflict Resolution
Structured disciplinary processes help resolve conflicts constructively,
minimizing division and promoting healing. This contributes to a unified
church body focused on collective mission and ministry.

Maintains doctrinal integrity and unity



Supports orderly worship and administration

Provides clear accountability mechanisms

Encourages member responsibility and spiritual growth

Adapts to contemporary challenges with relevant updates

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the AME Zion Church discipline 2021?
The AME Zion Church Discipline 2021 is the official book of laws, doctrines,
and procedures governing the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church for that
year.

What are some key changes in the AME Zion Church
Discipline 2021?
Key changes in the 2021 Discipline include updated governance structures,
revised policies on clergy conduct, and new guidelines for church
administration and member discipline.

How does the AME Zion Church Discipline 2021 address
church membership?
The 2021 Discipline outlines qualifications for membership, responsibilities
of members, procedures for admission, and conditions for termination of
membership.

What disciplinary actions are outlined in the AME
Zion Church Discipline 2021?
The Discipline specifies processes for dealing with misconduct by clergy and
laity, including admonition, suspension, deposition, and excommunication,
depending on the severity of the offense.

How is clergy misconduct handled according to the
AME Zion Church Discipline 2021?
Clergy misconduct is addressed through formal investigations by church
authorities, with procedures for trials and appeals, ensuring due process
before any disciplinary action is taken.



Does the AME Zion Church Discipline 2021 include
guidelines for pastoral appointments?
Yes, the Discipline provides detailed procedures for pastoral appointments,
transfers, and the roles and responsibilities of pastors within the church.

How does the AME Zion Church Discipline 2021 promote
church unity?
The Discipline emphasizes adherence to doctrine, proper conduct, conflict
resolution mechanisms, and accountability among members to maintain unity and
holiness within the church.

Where can one access the AME Zion Church Discipline
2021?
The AME Zion Church Discipline 2021 can typically be accessed through the
official AME Zion Church website, denominational offices, or by purchasing a
physical or digital copy from authorized distributors.

Are there any new doctrinal statements in the AME
Zion Church Discipline 2021?
The 2021 Discipline reaffirms existing doctrinal statements but may include
clarifications or expansions on theological positions to address contemporary
issues facing the church.

How often is the AME Zion Church Discipline updated?
The AME Zion Church Discipline is typically reviewed and updated every four
years during the General Conference to reflect changes in church law and
practice.

Additional Resources
1. AME Zion Church Discipline Handbook 2021
This handbook provides comprehensive guidelines on church discipline within
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church as of 2021. It covers procedures,
roles of church leaders, and the spiritual foundations for discipline. The
book is an essential resource for ministers and church members seeking to
maintain order and holiness in the congregation.

2. Restoring Fellowship: Discipline and Reconciliation in the AME Zion Church
Focused on the principles of restoration and reconciliation, this book
explores how the AME Zion Church approaches discipline with a spirit of grace
and redemption. It includes case studies and biblical references to help
church leaders handle disciplinary matters effectively while fostering



healing within the community.

3. Church Discipline in the AME Zion Tradition: A 2021 Perspective
This volume examines the historical and contemporary practices of church
discipline in the AME Zion Church. It analyzes changes and continuities up to
the year 2021, providing context for current disciplinary protocols and their
theological underpinnings.

4. Maintaining Holiness: The Role of Discipline in the AME Zion Church
This book discusses the vital role of discipline in preserving the spiritual
health and holiness of the AME Zion Church community. It emphasizes
scriptural mandates and the church's doctrinal stance on discipline, offering
practical guidance for church leaders.

5. Discipline and Governance in the AME Zion Church: 2021 Edition
A detailed exploration of the governance structures that support disciplinary
actions within the AME Zion Church. The book outlines the responsibilities of
various church bodies and leaders, ensuring transparent and just processes in
disciplinary matters.

6. Pastoral Care and Church Discipline in the AME Zion Church
This book bridges the relationship between pastoral care and disciplinary
measures, highlighting how compassion and accountability coexist. It provides
pastors with tools to administer discipline in a way that nurtures faith and
encourages repentance.

7. Conflict Resolution and Discipline in the AME Zion Church
Focusing on conflict resolution strategies, this book addresses common
disputes that lead to church discipline. It offers practical approaches
rooted in AME Zion doctrine to resolve issues amicably and maintain unity
within the congregation.

8. The Biblical Foundations of AME Zion Church Discipline
A theological treatise that grounds the practice of church discipline in
scripture, this book explains the biblical basis for discipline as upheld by
the AME Zion Church. It serves as a study guide for theological students and
church leaders alike.

9. 2021 AME Zion Church Discipline Case Studies and Lessons
This collection presents real-life case studies from 2021 involving church
discipline in the AME Zion Church. Each case is analyzed with lessons learned
and best practices, providing valuable insights for church leadership and
members.
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  ame zion church discipline 2021: The Doctrine and Discipline of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church 2021 , 2022-07 Published by order of the Fifty-First General Conference held in
Orlando, Florida, July 6-10, 2021.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: The Book of Discipline of the A. M. E. Zion Church A
M E Zion Publishing House, 2008
  ame zion church discipline 2021: The Doctrine and Discipline of the African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church 2012 Discipline Codification Commission, 2014-12-11 The Doctrine and
Discipline of the AME Zion Church 2012 is the Book of Discipline for this 218-year-old denomination.
Based upon the original tenets of Wesleyan theology and doctrine and under girded by its founders
of African birth, the churchs mission is to promote freedom and liberty to the lost and
disenfranchised.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: The Recovered Life of Isaac Anderson Alicia K. Jackson,
2021-11-15 Owned by his father, Isaac Harold Anderson (1835–1906) was born a slave but went on
to become a wealthy businessman, grocer, politician, publisher, and religious leader in the African
American community in the state of Georgia. Elected to the state senate, Anderson replaced his
white father there, and later shepherded his people as a founding member and leader of the Colored
Methodist Episcopal church. He helped support the establishment of Lane College in Jackson,
Tennessee, where he subsequently served as vice president. Anderson was instrumental in helping
freed people leave Georgia for the security of progressive safe havens with significantly large Black
communities in northern Mississippi and Arkansas. Eventually under threat to his life, Anderson
made his own exodus to Arkansas, and then later still, to Holly Springs, Mississippi, where a vibrant
Black community thrived. Much of Anderson’s unique story has been lost to history—until now. In
The Recovered Life of Isaac Anderson, author Alicia K. Jackson presents a biography of Anderson
and in it a microhistory of Black religious life and politics after emancipation. A work of recovery,
the volume captures the life of a shepherd to his journeying people, and of a college pioneer, a CME
minister, a politician, and a former slave. Gathering together threads from salvaged details of his
life, Jackson sheds light on the varied perspectives and strategies adopted by Black leaders dealing
with a society that was antithetical to them and to their success.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Black Indians and Freedmen Christina Dickerson-Cousin,
2021-12-28 Often seen as ethnically monolithic, the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church in
fact successfully pursued evangelism among diverse communities of indigenous peoples and Black
Indians. Christina Dickerson-Cousin tells the little-known story of the AME Church’s work in Indian
Territory, where African Methodists engaged with people from the Five Civilized Tribes (Cherokees,
Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles) and Black Indians from various ethnic backgrounds.
These converts proved receptive to the historically Black church due to its traditions of
self-government and resistance to white hegemony, and its strong support of their interests. The
ministers, guided by the vision of a racially and ethnically inclusive Methodist institution, believed
their denomination the best option for the marginalized people. Dickerson-Cousin also argues that
the religious opportunities opened up by the AME Church throughout the West provided another
impetus for Black migration. Insightful and richly detailed, Black Indians and Freedmen illuminates
how faith and empathy encouraged the unique interactions between two peoples.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Digital Literary Redlining Amy E. Earhart, 2025-06-24
Though canon concerns seem to be a relic of 1990s academia, we are, once again, at a historical
moment when there is resistance to teaching texts by writers of color and texts that deal with race,
ethnicity and gender. At the same time, algorithmic bias scholars are locating systemic bias encoded
into systems from policing software to housing software. Bringing these divergent areas together,
Amy E. Earhart examines how technological and institutional infrastructures construct and
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deconstruct race, ethnicity and gender identities. Focusing on two central infrastructures, the
database, a commonly used technological infrastructure in the digital humanities, and the anthology,
a scholarly and pedagogical infrastructure, Earhart considers how such seemingly naturalized
infrastructures impact the representation and modeling of identity. The book draws upon the
building and use of DALA, a collection of almost 100 years of generalist American and African
American literature anthologies, constructed to investigate questions of identity and representation
in literary anthologies and, by extension, the larger literary canon. The resulting examination, and
its rigorous discussion of how identities are created and recreated within Black literary histories,
has important implications for contemporary cultural and political debates about canon formation,
literary scholarship, and the bias embedded in technological infrastructures.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Lessons from the Bible The Rev. Debra Moody Bass Ph. D,
2021-01-28 Lessons from the bible gives the reader a brief look at all the books of the New
Testament. Each lesson gives a scholarly perspective but also applies it to everyday life and its many
trials and tribulations. Christians tend to read the same books of the bible, whereas Lessons of the
Bible gives them a taste of each book in the New Testament. Each lesson is both inspirational and
practical in how it approaches each scripture.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Church Planters Richard N. Pitt, 2021-10-05 Millions are
leaving churches, half of all churches do not add any new members, and thousands of churches
shutter their doors each year. These numbers suggest that American religion is not a growth
industry. Yet, more than 1000 new churches are started in any given year. In Church Planters,
sociologist Richard Pitt uses a series of in-depth interviews with church planters to understand what
moves people who might otherwise be satisfied working for churches to the riskier role of starting
one.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Routledge Library Editions: 19th Century Religion
Various Authors, 2021-07-09 Reissuing works originally published between 1973 and 1997,
Routledge Library Editions: 19th Century Religion (18 volumes) offers a selection of scholarship
covering historical developments in religious thinking. Topics include the origin of Catholicism in
America, sexual liberation and religion in Europe, and the emergence of Atheism in Victorian
England. This set also includes collections of sermons and essays from some of the most influential
preachers of the nineteenth century.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: A Companion to American Religious History Benjamin E.
Park, 2021-01-26 A collection of original essays exploring the history of the various American
religious traditions and the meaning of their many expressions The Blackwell Companion to
American Religious History explores the key events, significant themes, and important movements in
various religious traditions throughout the nation’s history from pre-colonization to the present day.
Original essays written by leading scholars and new voices in the field discuss how religion in
America has transformed over the years, explore its many expressions and meanings, and consider
religion’s central role in American life. Emphasizing the integration of religion into broader cultural
and historical themes, this wide-ranging volume explores the operation of religion in eras of
historical change, the diversity of religious experiences, and religion’s intersections with American
cultural, political, social, racial, gender, and intellectual history. Each chronologically-organized
chapter focuses on a specific period or event, such as the interactions between Moravian and
Indigenous communities, the origins of African-American religious institutions, Mormon settlement
in Utah, social reform movements during the twentieth century, the growth of ethnic religious
communities, and the rise of the Religious Right. An innovative historical genealogy of American
religious traditions, the Companion: Highlights broader historical themes using clear and compelling
narrative Helps teachers expose their students to the significance and variety of America's religious
past Explains new and revisionist interpretations of American religious history Surveys current and
emerging historiographical trends Traces historical themes to contemporary issues surrounding civil
rights and social justice movements, modern capitalism, and debates over religious liberties Making
the lessons of American religious history relevant to a broad range of readers, The Blackwell



Companion to American Religious History is the perfect book for advanced undergraduate and
graduate students in American history courses, and a valuable resource for graduate students and
scholars wanting to keep pace with current historiographical trends and recent developments in the
field.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Divided We Stand Bruce Nelson, 2021-03-09 Divided We
Stand is a study of how class and race have intersected in American society--above all, in the making
and remaking of the American working class in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Focusing
mainly on longshoremen in the ports of New York, New Orleans, and Los Angeles, and on
steelworkers in many of the nation's steel towns, it examines how European immigrants became
American and white in the crucible of the industrial workplace and the ethnic and working-class
neighborhood. As workers organized on the job, especially during the overlapping CIO and civil
rights eras in the middle third of the twentieth century, trade unions became a vital arena in which
old and new immigrants and black migrants forged new alliances and identities and tested the limits
not only of class solidarity but of American democracy. The most volatile force in this regard was the
civil rights movement. As it crested in the 1950s and '60s, the Movement confronted unions anew
with the question, Which side are you on? This book demonstrates the complex ways in which labor
organizations answered that question and the complex relationships between union leaders and
diverse rank-and-file constituencies in addressing it. Divided We Stand includes vivid examples of
white working-class agency in the construction of racially discriminatory employment structures. But
Nelson is less concerned with racism as such than with the concrete historical circumstances in
which racialized class identities emerged and developed. This leads him to a detailed and often
fascinating consideration of white, working-class ethnicity but also to a careful analysis of black
workers--their conditions of work, their aspirations and identities, their struggles for equality.
Making its case with passion and clarity, Divided We Stand will be a compelling and controversial
book.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: The Story of Slavery Booker T. Washington, 2021-05-19 In
The Story of Slavery, Booker T. Washington presents a poignant exploration of the harrowing
experience of enslaved individuals in America. Written in an accessible yet deeply reflective style,
the book intertwines historical facts with personal narratives, illuminating the brutal realities and
resilience of enslaved people. Washington's work is set against the backdrop of the Reconstruction
era, offering readers a nuanced understanding of slavery's enduring legacy and its ramifications for
African American identity and society. His careful attention to both the emotional and factual
elements creates a compelling narrative that resonates with historical accuracy and moral urgency.
Booker T. Washington, an esteemed African American educator and leader, was profoundly
influenced by his experiences as an enslaved person in the antebellum South. His commitment to
education and self-improvement, rooted in his own struggle for emancipation and dignity, compelled
him to document the injustices faced by his people. Washington's insights are informed by his role in
founding institutions like Tuskegee Institute, where he sought both practical education and
upliftment for African Americans, making his perspective on slavery particularly significant. Readers
are encouraged to engage with The Story of Slavery not merely as a historical account but as a vital
commentary on race, identity, and the quest for justice. Washington's eloquent prose and heartfelt
advocacy invite contemplation and discussion, making this work essential for anyone seeking to
understand America's complex relationship with slavery and its enduring effects on contemporary
society. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience:
- A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the
central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical
Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author
Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. -
A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. -
Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to
modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. -



Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an
effortless, more informed read.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: The Doctrine and Discipline of the AME Church 2021
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 2022-10
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Theology, Music, and Modernity Jeremy Begbie, Daniel
K L Chua, Markus Rathey, 2021-02-02 Theology, Music, and Modernity addresses the question: how
can the study of music contribute to a theological reading of modernity? It has grown out of the
conviction that music has often been ignored in narrations of modernity's theological struggles.
Featuring contributions from an international team of distinguished theologians, musicologists, and
music theorists, the volume shows how music--and discourse about music--has remarkable powers to
bring to light the theological currents that have shaped modern culture. It focuses on the concept of
freedom, concentrating on the years 1740-1850, a period when freedom--especially religious and
political freedom-became a burning matter of concern in virtually every stratum of Western society.
The collection is divided into four sections, each section focusing on a key phenomenon of this
period--the rise of the concept of 'revolutionary' freedom; the move of music from church to concert
hall; the cry for eschatological justice in the work of black hymn-writer and church leader Richard
Allen; and the often fierce tensions between music and language. There is a particular concern to
draw on a distinctively 'Scriptural imagination' (especially the theme of New Creation) in order to
elicit the key issues at stake, and to suggest constructive ways forward for a contemporary Christian
theological engagement with the legacies of modernity today.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Routledge Library Editions: Urban History Various
Authors, 2021-02-25 The volumes in this set, originally published between 1940 and 1994, draw
together research by leading academics in the area of welfare and the welfare state, and provide a
rigorous examination of related key issues. The volumes examine welfare policy, equality, poverty,
class, government, social policy, unemployment, and social services, whilst also exploring the
general principles and practices of welfare and the welfare state in various countries. This set will
be of particular interest to students of sociology, health, and political studies respectively.
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Implementing Spiritual Practices Within the Congregation
Based on the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church Book of Discipline , 2002
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Book of Discipline of the A.M.E. Church African
Methodist Episcopal Church, Samuel L. Greene, 1932
  ame zion church discipline 2021: The Doctrine and Discipline of the A.M.E. Church African
Methodist Episcopal Church, Daniel Minort Baxter, 1924
  ame zion church discipline 2021: Doctrines and Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church African Methodist Episcopal Church, John H. Collett, Benjamin Franklin Lee, Henry McNeal
Turner, A.M.E. Book Concern, 1908
  ame zion church discipline 2021: The doctrines and discipline of the A. M. E. Church J. H.
Collett, 1908
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