
american sign language alphabet

american sign language alphabet is a fundamental component of American Sign
Language (ASL), which serves as a vital communication tool for the Deaf and
hard-of-hearing community. This alphabet consists of handshapes that
correspond to each letter of the English alphabet, enabling users to spell
out words and names. Understanding the ASL alphabet is essential for
beginners learning sign language, as it provides the basis for fingerspelling
and enhances overall communication skills. In addition to the manual
alphabet, ASL incorporates unique grammar, facial expressions, and body
language, enriching its expressiveness. This article explores the history,
structure, and practical uses of the American Sign Language alphabet, as well
as tips for mastering fingerspelling. The following sections will guide
readers through the alphabet's intricacies and its role in effective
communication.

History and Development of the American Sign Language Alphabet

Structure and Characteristics of the ASL Alphabet

Practical Applications of the American Sign Language Alphabet

Techniques for Learning and Mastering Fingerspelling

Common Challenges and Solutions in Using the ASL Alphabet

History and Development of the American Sign
Language Alphabet
The American Sign Language alphabet has evolved over time, influenced by
various sign languages and educational methods for the Deaf community. Its
origins trace back to the early 19th century, with the establishment of
schools for Deaf students in the United States. The manual alphabet used in
ASL was derived partly from French Sign Language, which was brought to
America by Laurent Clerc, a Deaf educator from France. This historical
connection contributed to the adoption of a one-handed alphabet distinct from
other sign languages, such as British Sign Language, which uses a two-handed
alphabet. Understanding the historical context of the American Sign Language
alphabet provides insight into its unique characteristics and its importance
in Deaf culture.



Origins in Deaf Education
The introduction of formal Deaf education in the U.S. played a crucial role
in shaping the ASL alphabet. Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet and Laurent Clerc
founded the American School for the Deaf in 1817, facilitating the spread of
sign language and the manual alphabet. This educational environment promoted
the use of fingerspelling as a means to bridge signed and written English,
enhancing literacy and communication for Deaf students.

Influences from Other Sign Languages
While the American Sign Language alphabet is primarily one-handed, it
reflects influences from French Sign Language, especially in handshape
formation and finger positioning. This heritage distinguishes ASL’s manual
alphabet from other regional sign languages and contributes to its ease of
use and efficiency.

Structure and Characteristics of the ASL
Alphabet
The American Sign Language alphabet consists of 26 distinct handshapes, each
representing a letter of the English alphabet. These handshapes are formed
using one hand, making it practical for quick and clear communication. Each
letter’s sign is designed to be visually distinct to minimize confusion
during fingerspelling. The ASL alphabet is used primarily for spelling out
proper nouns, technical terms, or words without an established sign.

Handshapes and Formation
Each letter in the ASL alphabet is represented by a specific handshape. These
range from simple open-hand forms to more intricate finger positions. For
example, the letter “A” is formed by making a fist with the thumb positioned
alongside the fingers, while “B” involves holding the fingers straight and
together with the thumb across the palm. The alphabet is designed for clarity
and ease of recognition.

Orientation and Movement
Orientation of the hand and finger positioning are essential to correctly
forming each letter. While most letters are static handshapes, some require
slight movement or specific orientation relative to the signer’s body. Proper
orientation ensures that the letter is easily distinguishable to the
receiver, reducing miscommunication.



Visual Distinctiveness
The ASL alphabet prioritizes visual distinctiveness to facilitate quick
comprehension. Letters that might appear similar, such as “M” and “N,” have
subtle differences in finger placement to aid recognition. This careful
design enables fluent fingerspelling and smooth integration into signed
conversations.

Practical Applications of the American Sign
Language Alphabet
The American Sign Language alphabet serves a vital role in everyday
communication within the Deaf and hard-of-hearing communities. Fingerspelling
is used to spell out names, places, technical vocabulary, and words without
standardized signs. This flexibility allows for comprehensive communication
and bridges gaps when a specific sign does not exist or is not widely known.

Spelling Proper Nouns and Names
One of the primary uses of the ASL alphabet is to spell proper nouns, such as
personal names, street names, and brand names. Since many proper nouns lack
conventional signs, fingerspelling provides a reliable method to convey this
information accurately and respectfully.

Incorporating Fingerspelling into Conversations
Fingerspelling is often integrated seamlessly into signed conversations to
clarify or emphasize certain words. It can also be used to introduce new
terms before a sign is established or to spell out acronyms and
abbreviations. This dynamic use enhances communication effectiveness.

Educational and Literacy Benefits
Learning the American Sign Language alphabet supports literacy development
among Deaf individuals by connecting the visual language of ASL with the
English written language. Teachers and interpreters use fingerspelling as a
tool to reinforce vocabulary and spelling skills.

Techniques for Learning and Mastering
Fingerspelling
Mastering the American Sign Language alphabet requires dedicated practice and
familiarity with each handshape and its corresponding letter. Effective



learning techniques include repetitive practice, visual memorization, and
real-life application in conversations. These strategies help learners
develop fluency and confidence in fingerspelling.

Repetition and Practice
Consistent repetition is essential for memorizing the ASL alphabet.
Practicing each letter individually and then spelling out words helps
reinforce muscle memory and hand coordination. Utilizing flashcards or videos
can aid in reinforcing the correct handshapes.

Visual Learning and Recognition
Visual aids, such as illustrated charts or video demonstrations, assist
learners in recognizing and reproducing the correct finger positions.
Watching fluent signers and mimicking their handshapes improves accuracy and
speed.

Engaging in Conversational Practice
Applying fingerspelling in conversations with other ASL users enhances
practical skills. Engaging in dialogue, spelling names and new vocabulary,
promotes natural use and helps learners adapt to real-world communication
scenarios.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Using the
ASL Alphabet
While the American Sign Language alphabet is a powerful tool, learners and
users may encounter challenges such as handshape confusion, speed of
fingerspelling, and visual clarity. Addressing these issues is crucial for
effective communication and continued improvement.

Distinguishing Similar Letters
Some letters in the ASL alphabet have similar handshapes, which can cause
confusion. Focused practice on differentiating these letters, such as “M,”
“N,” and “T,” helps improve recognition. Slowing down fingerspelling
initially can also aid clarity.



Maintaining Fingerspelling Speed
Developing a natural fingerspelling speed is important for smooth
communication. Beginners should start slowly, gradually increasing speed as
proficiency improves. Watching fluent signers and mimicking their pace
provides valuable guidance.

Ensuring Visual Clarity
Clear visibility of each handshape is essential, especially in group settings
or poor lighting. Maintaining appropriate hand positioning and orientation
towards the receiver enhances clarity. Practicing in front of a mirror or
recording one’s signing can help identify and correct unclear handshapes.

Using Context to Aid Understanding
Contextual clues within conversations can assist in interpreting
fingerspelled words, especially when handshapes are ambiguous. Combining
fingerspelling with facial expressions and body language further supports
comprehension.

Additional Tips for Effective Use of the
American Sign Language Alphabet
Optimizing the use of the American Sign Language alphabet involves attention
to detail, practice, and cultural awareness. Being mindful of these aspects
enhances communication and fosters respectful interactions within the Deaf
community.

Respecting Cultural Nuances
Recognizing the cultural significance of ASL and its alphabet is essential.
Using the alphabet appropriately and with respect reflects an understanding
of Deaf culture and promotes positive communication.

Incorporating Facial Expressions
Facial expressions and non-manual signals often accompany fingerspelling to
convey tone and emphasis. Integrating these elements improves message clarity
and emotional expression.



Utilizing Technology and Resources
Various tools, such as mobile apps, online tutorials, and practice software,
support learning and mastery of the ASL alphabet. Leveraging these resources
can accelerate proficiency and provide engaging practice opportunities.

Consistent practice with the ASL alphabet improves fluency

Combining fingerspelling with other ASL components enriches
communication

Cultural awareness enhances respectful and effective use of ASL

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Sign Language (ASL) alphabet?
The American Sign Language alphabet is a set of 26 handshapes that correspond
to each letter of the English alphabet, used for fingerspelling words and
names in ASL communication.

How do you fingerspell using the ASL alphabet?
To fingerspell in ASL, you form each letter of a word using the specific
handshape for that letter, moving your hand in a clear and deliberate manner
to spell out names, places, or words not commonly signed.

Why is learning the ASL alphabet important?
Learning the ASL alphabet is important because it allows individuals to spell
out words that do not have signs, to communicate proper nouns, and serves as
a foundation for building ASL vocabulary and fluency.

Are the ASL alphabet handshapes the same for both
hands?
Generally, the ASL alphabet is performed with the dominant hand using one
handshape per letter, although some signs may involve two hands, but the
standard alphabet uses one hand.

How long does it usually take to learn the ASL
alphabet?
Most people can learn to recognize and produce the ASL alphabet within a few



days to a couple of weeks of practice, depending on their dedication and
prior experience with sign language.

Can the ASL alphabet be used for communication with
deaf individuals?
Yes, the ASL alphabet is a fundamental tool for communication, especially for
spelling out words without signs, and is widely used in conversations with
deaf individuals who use American Sign Language.

Are there any apps or resources to learn the
American Sign Language alphabet?
Yes, there are many apps and online resources like ASL dictionaries, video
tutorials, and interactive games that help learners practice and master the
ASL alphabet effectively.

Additional Resources
1. American Sign Language Alphabet for Beginners
This introductory book offers a clear and concise guide to learning the
American Sign Language (ASL) alphabet. It includes detailed illustrations and
step-by-step instructions to help readers master each handshape. Perfect for
beginners, it also features practice exercises to reinforce learning.

2. The Complete ASL Alphabet Workbook
Designed as an interactive workbook, this title provides extensive practice
opportunities for memorizing and using the ASL alphabet. It combines visual
aids with fun activities like tracing, matching, and writing to enhance
retention. Ideal for both self-study and classroom use.

3. Mastering the ABCs of American Sign Language
This book delves into the nuances of the ASL alphabet with tips on finger
positioning and movement. It emphasizes proper technique and offers cultural
insights to deepen understanding. Readers will find helpful quizzes and
review sections to track their progress.

4. ASL Alphabet Flashcards and Learning Guide
Accompanied by a set of flashcards, this guide is perfect for quick and
effective ASL alphabet practice. The book explains each letter’s sign with
clear images and mnemonic devices to aid memorization. It's an excellent
resource for learners on the go.

5. Hands-On ASL Alphabet: A Visual Learning Approach
Focusing on visual learning, this book uses vibrant illustrations and photos
to demonstrate the ASL alphabet. It encourages learners to engage physically
by mimicking signs alongside the images. Additionally, it provides tips on
integrating the alphabet into everyday communication.



6. Fun with the ASL Alphabet: Games and Activities
This book makes learning the ASL alphabet enjoyable through interactive games
and activities. It includes puzzles, matching games, and creative exercises
that cater to children and adults alike. The engaging format helps learners
retain the alphabet while having fun.

7. The ASL Alphabet Dictionary
A comprehensive dictionary-style reference, this book lists all letters of
the ASL alphabet with detailed illustrations. Each entry includes
pronunciation tips and common words that begin with the corresponding letter.
It serves as a handy resource for quick look-ups and review.

8. ASL Alphabet for Kids: A Colorful Introduction
Tailored for young learners, this book uses bright colors and simple language
to teach the ASL alphabet. It features fun characters and stories to keep
children engaged while learning each sign. Parents and teachers will find it
a valuable tool for early ASL education.

9. Signing the Alphabet: A Guide to ASL Letter Formation
This guide focuses on the mechanics of forming each ASL alphabet letter
correctly. It includes detailed descriptions of hand shapes, movements, and
common mistakes to avoid. The book is suitable for learners seeking precision
and accuracy in their signing skills.
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  american sign language alphabet: Sign Language Simon Toomsen, 2021-05-15 The appeal of
American Sign Language (ASL) has extended beyond the Deaf community into the mainstream-it's
even popular as a class in high school and college. With info on signing etiquette, communicating
with people in the Deaf community, and using ASL to aid child development, this book makes signing
fun for the entire family. American Sign Language for Beginners includes: - 30 Days of easy
ASL-Start off right with an accelerated plan designed to help you begin signing in just one month. -
Easy-to-understand instructions-Lessons concentrate on a single idea or subject and include
photographs to demonstrate signs. - Everyday pHRases-Daily instruction highlights vocabulary
you're most likely to need as you explore ASL in your daily life. - Jump-start your learning experience
with American Sign Language for Beginners!
  american sign language alphabet: American Sign Language Alphabet Book Nicola
Publishing House, 2024-07-20 This comprehensive guide is perfect for beginners, educators, and
anyone interested in learning ASL. It helps users master the ASL alphabet with confidence. Each
letter is presented with detailed hand signs, making it easy to learn and practice. Ideal for parents
teaching their children, teachers introducing ASL in the classroom, or anyone looking to expand
their language skills, this book serves as an invaluable resource. It's also perfect for speech
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therapists, caregivers, and anyone working with the deaf and hard of hearing community. Whether
you're a student, professional, or simply someone who values communication and inclusivity, this
book is designed for you. This ASL alphabet book makes a thoughtful gift for birthdays, holidays,
graduations, or any special occasion. It's a wonderful tool for anyone interested in bridging
communication gaps and fostering understanding within their community. Give the gift of
communication and inclusivity with this essential ASL alphabet book, and empower yourself or a
loved one to connect with others in a meaningful way.
  american sign language alphabet: The American Sign Language Alphabet – A Project
FingerAlphabet Reference Manual S.T. Lassal, 2015 This American Sign Language Alphabet
reference guide is a manual that includes professionally illustrated and approved signs of the
American hand alphabet and of the numbers 0-10. This book is part of a set of manuals that
accompanies the free PDF versions of the international manual alphabets on fingeralphabet.org (link
in the book). It is designed for libraries, institutions, and individuals who archive or prefer their
information in book format. All the handshapes are shown from two viewing angles, to facilitate
understanding. The texts in this book are in English. By buying this book you are supporting the pro
bono publico Project FingerAlphabet at www.fingeralphabet.org. Its aim is to document all the
existing manual alphabets worldwide and to provide free basic information for educational purposes.
Lassal's work on fingeralphabet.org has earned her a nomination for The German Prize for Civic
Engagement.
  american sign language alphabet: ASL American Sign Language Mihaela Dovan, 2023-01-19
The American Sign Language - Alphabet Book is an essential guide for anyone looking to learn the
basics of American Sign Language. This book contains the complete ASL alphabet, with clear
illustrations and descriptions of each letter. It's suitable for all ages, making it a great resource for
students, parents, and professionals alike. Whether you're a beginner just starting to learn the
language or looking to brush up on your skills, this book is an essential resource for anyone
interested in sign language.
  american sign language alphabet: Handsigns Kathleen Fain, 1995-09 Presents an animal for
each letter of the alphabet, accompanied by the corresponding sign for that letter in American Sign
Language.
  american sign language alphabet: ASL Alphabet American Sign Language Cristie Publishing,
2021-02-22 This book is suitable also for teens and adults that care for others that communicate
using the sign language. This can be an amazing gift for your loved one. Send your questions and
feedback at: cristie.publishing@yahoo.com
  american sign language alphabet: 26x2 Intricate Coloring Pages with the American
Sign Language Alphabet , 2018-03-08 Recharge, relax, be creative, and review the American Sign
Language alphabet with this inspirational coloring book for grown-ups. This is the ASL edition of a
brand-new and unique series of beautifully illustrated international sign language coloring books for
many hours of meditation, creativity, and stress relief. 26x2 coloring pages with the ASL manual
alphabet. Featuring a huge variety of highly professional and intricate designs. Two copies of each
design for your convenience and color experiments. Single-sided designs and blank reverse pages to
prevent bleed-through. A coloring test page for your favorite pens. American Sign Language
alphabet reference chart included (approved by Sign Language experts - more information on
www.fingeralphabet.org/asl). Link to an additional set of free ASL alphabet charts optimized for
desktop printer. Most of the designs in this book are rather intricate. If this worries you, we have
prepared free coloring test pages for your convenience. Simply go to www.fingeralphabet.org/asl,
download the test pages, print them out on US letter sized paper, and check if you like the level of
detail before spending any money on the book. Are you looking for a DIFFERENT sign language
alphabet coloring book? You can find variations of this coloring book with: American Sign Language
alphabet (ASL / 26 letters) Irish Sign Language alphabet (ISL / 26 letters) Filipino Sign Language
alphabet (FSL / 26 letters) Danish Sign Language alphabet (DSL / 29 letters) Australian Sign
Language alphabet (AUSLAN / 26 letters) New Zealand Sign Language alphabet (NZSL / 26 letters)



more to come... All manual alphabets were approved by national experts. All manual alphabets are
different - some more than others. While some alphabets are similar, they are not interchangeable.
  american sign language alphabet: Learn Sign Language in a Hurry Irene Duke, 2009-07-18 I
love you. What can I get you? Let's take a walk. Wanting to say simple things like these but not being
able to is frustrating and disheartening—but learning how to communicate can be easy and fun! This
book is a basic guide to the alphabet, vocabulary, and techniques it takes to connect using American
Sign Language. Whether signing out of necessity or learning for the sake of growing, you will enjoy
this practical primer. After reading this book, you will be able to use American Sign Language in a
social, educational, or professional setting. Whether the goal is to communicate with
hearing-impaired grandparent, a child with special needs in school, or an infant, people learn sign
language for many different reasons. Easy to read and reference—and complete with images and
examples of common signs—this basic guide allows you to make a meaningful connection that's
otherwise impossible.
  american sign language alphabet: Sign Language Made Simple Karen Lewis, 1997-08-18
Sign Language Made Simple will include five Parts: Part One: an introduction, how to use this book,
a brief history of signing and an explanation of how signing is different from other languages,
including its use of non-manual markers (the use of brow, mouth, etc in signing.) Part Two:
Fingerspelling: the signing alphabet illustrated, the relationship between signing alphabet and ASL
signs Part Three: Dictionary of ASL signs: concrete nouns, abstractions, verbs, describers, other
parts of speech-approx. 1,000 illustrations. Will also include instructions for non-manual markers,
where appropriate. Part Four: Putting it all together: sentences and transitions, includes
rudimentary sentences and lines from poems, bible verses, famous quotes-all illustrated. Also,
grammatical aspects, word endings, tenses. Part Five: The Humor of Signing: puns, word plays and
jokes. Sign Language Made Simple will have over 1,200 illustrations, be easy to use, fun to read and
more competitively priced than the competition. It's a knockout addition to the Made Simple list.
  american sign language alphabet: Sign Language Book for Kids Laura Putman,
2024-07-02 Help your kids learn the American Sign Language alphabet at home! This sign language
book for kids is designed to make learning the sign language alphabet fun and hassle-free! This
workbook offers 70 worksheet activities covering the ASL alphabet, fostering confidence in sign
language skills. Perfect for kids ages 6-10, grades 1-4. What's inside: 70 sign language alphabet
worksheets Answer key for easy reference No need for scissors or glue-just pencils and crayons!
Diverse worksheet types included: I Spy challenges ASL alphabet mazes Brain-teasing jokes Color by
Code pages Mystery picture worksheets Lots of opportunities to practice the sign language alphabet
And more!
  american sign language alphabet: American Sign Language for Kids - ASL Trace and Sign
Alphabet Workbook Chummy Publishing, 2020-06-02 Our American Sign Language Alphabet Book is
a great way for beginners to learn the ABCs of sign language. Every page includes upper and lower
case letters, cute illustrated pictures of animals that start with the letter, and the sign language
handshape for the letter. We also include matching worksheet activity pages to reinforce sign
language recognition. With a fun, simple and friendly design, this handwriting practice workbook
makes learning sign language enjoyable!
  american sign language alphabet: The Everything Sign Language Book Irene Duke,
2009-03-17 Discover the intricacies of American Sign Language with this comprehensive, essential
guide to learning the basics of sign language. The appeal of American Sign Language (ASL) has
extended beyond the Deaf community into the mainstream—it’s even popular as a class in high
school and college. You are guided through the basics of ASL with clear instruction and more than
300 illustrations. With a minimum of time and effort, you will learn to sign: the ASL alphabet;
questions and common expressions; numbers, money, and time. With info on signing etiquette,
communicating with people in the Deaf community, and using ASL to aid child development, this
book makes signing fun for the entire family.
  american sign language alphabet: ASL Alphabet Coloring Book Joseph Rabie, 2020-08-31



ASL learning for kids who suffer from communication disorders or who are deaf...This American
Sign Language (ASL) alphabet coloring book is not only a great course to learn the ABCs of sign
language in an artistic way, but it develops creativity and helps to relax by coloring beautiful
drawings of the art of Mandala, Zentangle with the ASL alphabet. In this Book you will find all the
alphabet with Sign Language (ASL) on a beautiful drawing inspired by the art of Zentangle (R) and
Mandala. Each page to be colored in this book presents: a nice easy learning session, but also a nice
artistic meditation session assured. Sign Language for Kids, Coloring ABC Sign, Alphabet ASL Signs,
American Sign Language Coloring Books, ASL Learning for Beginners, Mandala Coloring Books,
american sign language dictionary american sign language alphabet sign language words canadian
sign language sign language lessons learn asl sign language translatorinternational sign language
  american sign language alphabet: Color & Learn: American Sign Language Alpahbet
Brittany Castle, 2025-03-20 Have fun coloring while learning the American Sign Language (ASL)
alphabet. Color & Learn: American Sign Language Alphabet is designed for kids and features 26
playful illustrations of animals, food, and objects that match each letter. Each page includes a sign
language illustration and finger spelling to help children connect letters with ASL. Created by Deaf
artist Brittany Castle, this book makes learning ASL fun, engaging, and easy for young learners.
Color, learn, and explore ASL one letter at a time.
  american sign language alphabet: American Sign Language For Beginners Juliana Kirkham,
2021-06-17 American Sign Language is the fourth fastest-growing foreign language in the US.
During this course, you will learn ASL grammatical structure, signed vocabulary, fingerspelling,
non-verbal elements, and Deaf Culture. This book proves that a solid grounding in basics is the key
to mastering a second language. Hand gestures, rules, and concepts are clearly explained in order of
importance, and more than 300 signs are introduced based on frequency. Numerous exercises and
engaging readings help learners quickly build their Signing and comprehension prowess.
Guaranteed to get you quickly up and running with the knowledge and skills you need to
communicate in Sign Language with confidence: -A unique building-block approach to mastering
essential signing -Down-to-earth explanations of important rules and concepts -300 signs introduced
based on the frequency -Exercises to help you test what you've learned and measure progress
-Engaging readings that help you hone your skills in everyday contexts
  american sign language alphabet: The ABC's of Sign Language Mario Beasley, 2011-02-20 A
fun way to introduce children to ASL (American Sign Language) and to the creative world of
(c)Laugh-A-Bets. This book also includes activity and coloring pages. Let Our J.O.Y.C.E. (Joy Over
Your Child's Education) become your J.O.Y.C.E.
  american sign language alphabet: Sign Language Scholastic, 2008 You can learn American
Sign Language. This beginner's guide will teach you 100 basic signs for everday use in 12
categories.--Book Jacket.
  american sign language alphabet: Sign Language Grammar For Beginners Nicky Huys,
2025-09-01 Sign Language Grammar For Beginners is your essential guide to understanding and
mastering the fundamentals of sign language. This book is designed for absolute beginners, offering
a comprehensive introduction to the grammar and structure of sign language. Through clear
explanations and engaging illustrations, readers will learn essential vocabulary, sentence formation,
and the unique aspects of visual communication. The book emphasizes practical usage, making it
perfect for anyone looking to communicate effectively with the Deaf community or enhance their
language skills. With interactive exercises and real-life examples, this resource equips learners with
the confidence to express themselves in sign language. Whether for personal interest, professional
development, or educational purposes, this guide serves as a valuable tool for anyone eager to
explore the rich world of sign language and its grammar. Start your journey today and open the door
to a new language!
  american sign language alphabet: Sign Language for Kids Jeff Millett, Riley Weber,
2014-08-14 “Sign Language for Kids – Alphabet” is an book that teaches children the American Sign
Language (ASL) alphabet, so that they can know how to fingerspell. In the book, children will learn



how to fingerspell each letter of the alphabet. They will learn the proper placement of hand, through
simple illustrations and visual demonstrations for each letter of the alphabet. All the signs are taught
by professional ASL instructor, Jeff Millett, with illustrations by best-selling author and illustrator of
“Tongue Twisters for Kids”, Riley Weber. Knowing how to fingerspell is important in sign language,
because it is used for spelling things such as people's names, places, titles, brands, and more!
Fingerspelling also helps kids know how to spell a word, letter by letter.There many other benefits
to learning sign language, such as: Bilingualism is a great brain booster. It enriches and enhances
your cognitive processes, helping you to become a better problem solver, a more creative thinker, a
better listener, and you can obtain greater academic achievement! Knowing another language also
promotes cultural awareness, literacy, and other intellectual benefits.It's growing in popularity.
American Sign Language (or ASL), is the fourth most studied language in colleges and universities in
the U.S.Communicate with deaf babies. Speech is a medium. It is imperative that deaf babies are
exposed to natural language (i.e. ASL), within the first two years of life.Sign language is beautiful!
People find sign language unique, fascinating, graceful, and expressive. It is difficult to learn all the
signs, but the experience is all worth it and fulfilling.Fingerspelling helps kids and students learn
how to spell a word, letter by letter.Appreciate literary arts. Visual-spatial language is filled with
cinematic devices, rhymes, rhythms, movements, and more.Sign language is used to communicate
with some animals such as some chimpanzee's and gorilla's.Sign language is also used as a
profession. Knowing basic sign language can be useful for firefighters, police officers, and other
civic servants, as well as scuba divers, stock traders, and more.You can talk with sign language from
a distance or in a quiet or loud setting and be understood.Develop cultural awareness and language
competency! Start learning the sign language alphabet today and have fun!
  american sign language alphabet: Semiotics and Human Sign Languages William C.
Stokoe, 1972 Non-Aboriginal material.
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