
amos and boris lesson plan
amos and boris lesson plan offers educators an excellent opportunity to engage students with
meaningful literature while fostering critical thinking and social-emotional learning. This lesson plan
revolves around the beloved children’s book "Amos and Boris" by William Steig, which features
themes of friendship, kindness, and bravery. By incorporating reading comprehension activities,
vocabulary development, and discussion prompts, teachers can create a comprehensive learning
experience suited for elementary classrooms. The plan also includes creative projects and
assessments to evaluate students’ understanding of the story’s moral lessons. This article provides a
detailed guide on structuring an effective amos and boris lesson plan, highlighting key teaching
strategies and resources. Below is an organized outline to navigate through the essential components
of this instructional framework.

Overview of the Story and Its Educational Value

Reading and Comprehension Activities

Vocabulary Development Strategies

Discussion Questions and Critical Thinking

Creative and Interactive Classroom Projects

Assessment Methods and Evaluation

Additional Resources and Extensions

Overview of the Story and Its Educational Value
The foundation of a successful amos and boris lesson plan is a clear understanding of the story’s
content and its relevance to students. "Amos and Boris" tells the tale of an unlikely friendship
between a mouse named Amos and a whale named Boris. Through their adventures, the story
explores themes such as compassion, courage, and the importance of helping others.

Using this narrative as a teaching tool provides multiple educational benefits. It encourages empathy
development, introduces elements of narrative structure, and supports social skills learning. The
story’s simple yet profound message makes it accessible for young learners while providing a
platform for in-depth discussions.

Reading and Comprehension Activities
Effective reading activities form a cornerstone of the amos and boris lesson plan, ensuring students
engage deeply with the text. These activities enhance comprehension skills and foster a connection
with the story’s characters and events.



Guided Reading Sessions
Guided reading allows teachers to facilitate close reading of the text, helping students decode words,
understand sentence structure, and interpret meaning. Breaking the story into manageable sections
encourages active participation and retention.

Story Sequencing
Sequencing exercises require students to arrange major events from the story in chronological order.
This activity reinforces understanding of the narrative flow and helps students identify cause-and-
effect relationships within the plot.

Character Analysis
Students analyze the traits, motivations, and actions of Amos and Boris. This activity promotes critical
thinking by encouraging learners to infer character qualities and relate them to personal experiences
or broader social themes.

Vocabulary Development Strategies
Incorporating vocabulary instruction related to the story enhances language acquisition and reading
fluency. The amos and boris lesson plan integrates targeted strategies to support word recognition
and usage.

Context Clues
Students learn to infer the meaning of unfamiliar words using context clues from surrounding
sentences. This strategy develops independent word-solving skills essential for reading
comprehension.

Word Maps and Graphic Organizers
Creating word maps helps students visually organize new vocabulary by defining terms, listing
synonyms, and using words in sentences. Graphic organizers provide a structured method for
reinforcing word knowledge.

Vocabulary Games
Interactive games such as word matching, crossword puzzles, or flashcards make vocabulary learning
engaging and memorable. These activities can be adapted to various skill levels to accommodate
diverse learners.



Discussion Questions and Critical Thinking
Discussion is a pivotal element of the amos and boris lesson plan, promoting deeper understanding
and critical analysis of the text. Thought-provoking questions stimulate students’ reasoning and
personal reflection.

Theme Exploration
Questions about themes like friendship, kindness, and bravery encourage students to connect the
story’s messages to real-life situations. This helps internalize moral lessons and develop social-
emotional insight.

Cause and Effect
Analyzing specific events and their consequences in the story fosters logical thinking. Students
discuss how characters’ actions influence outcomes and what lessons can be drawn from these
scenarios.

Predictive and Inferential Questions
Asking students to predict what might happen next or infer characters’ feelings promotes active
engagement and comprehension beyond the literal text.

Creative and Interactive Classroom Projects
Hands-on projects enrich the amos and boris lesson plan by allowing students to express their
understanding creatively. Such activities cater to different learning styles and enhance retention.

Art Projects
Students can create illustrations depicting key scenes, design character puppets, or build dioramas of
the story’s settings. These projects encourage visualization and artistic expression.

Writing Assignments
Creative writing prompts inspired by the story, such as composing letters between Amos and Boris or
writing alternative endings, develop literacy skills and imagination.

Role-Playing and Drama
Acting out scenes from the story helps students embody characters and practice verbal
communication. Role-playing also deepens empathy and comprehension through experiential



learning.

Assessment Methods and Evaluation
Assessment within an amos and boris lesson plan is critical to measure student progress and
understanding. A variety of evaluation tools ensure comprehensive appraisal of learning outcomes.

Quizzes and Worksheets
Multiple-choice or short-answer quizzes test comprehension and vocabulary retention. Worksheets
focusing on sequencing, character traits, and theme identification provide formative assessment
opportunities.

Performance-Based Assessment
Evaluating students’ participation in discussions, presentations, or creative projects offers insight into
their interpretive skills and engagement with the material.

Self-Assessment and Reflection
Encouraging students to reflect on their learning experiences promotes metacognition and personal
growth. Reflection journals or feedback forms can be used to capture these insights.

Additional Resources and Extensions
Supplementary materials and activities can extend the impact of the amos and boris lesson plan
beyond initial instruction. These resources support differentiated learning and curriculum integration.

Multimedia Resources
Audio recordings, read-aloud videos, and interactive story apps enhance accessibility and appeal to
various learning preferences.

Cross-Curricular Connections
Integrating science topics like ocean life or geography related to Boris’s habitat enriches the learning
experience and promotes interdisciplinary understanding.



Family and Community Involvement
Encouraging students to share the story and related activities with family members fosters
community engagement and reinforces learning at home.

Plan guided reading sessions around the book’s chapters

Implement vocabulary exercises using context clues and word maps

Facilitate discussions centered on themes and character motivations

Incorporate creative projects such as art, writing, and drama

Use varied assessment methods to evaluate comprehension and participation

Supplement lessons with multimedia and cross-curricular activities

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in the Amos and Boris
lesson plan?
The Amos and Boris lesson plan primarily covers themes such as friendship, kindness, bravery, and
the importance of helping others.

Which age group is the Amos and Boris lesson plan most
suitable for?
The lesson plan is most suitable for elementary school students, typically ages 6 to 9, as it aligns with
their reading and comprehension levels.

What learning objectives are targeted in the Amos and Boris
lesson plan?
Learning objectives include improving reading comprehension, identifying story elements,
understanding character traits, and discussing moral lessons from the story.

How can teachers incorporate interactive activities in the
Amos and Boris lesson plan?
Teachers can incorporate activities such as role-playing, story mapping, group discussions, and
creative art projects related to the characters and themes of the story.



Are there any assessment methods included in the Amos and
Boris lesson plan?
Yes, assessments typically include quizzes on story recall, written reflections on the themes, and
participation in discussions or presentations.

What materials are needed to effectively implement the Amos
and Boris lesson plan?
Materials needed include the book 'Amos and Boris' by William Steig, worksheets, art supplies for
activities, and possibly multimedia resources for enhanced engagement.

How does the Amos and Boris lesson plan address social-
emotional learning?
The lesson plan promotes social-emotional learning by encouraging empathy, understanding diverse
perspectives, and fostering positive relationships through the story's depiction of friendship and
support.

Additional Resources
1. Amos & Boris by William Steig
This classic picture book tells the touching story of an unlikely friendship between a mouse named
Amos and a whale named Boris. Through their adventures and challenges, the story explores themes
of kindness, courage, and the importance of helping others. It is a perfect book to inspire discussions
about friendship and empathy in a lesson plan.

2. The Lion and the Mouse by Jerry Pinkney
A beautifully illustrated retelling of the classic Aesop’s fable, this book highlights how small acts of
kindness can create big impacts. It parallels the themes of friendship and mutual help found in Amos
& Boris, making it a great companion text for lessons about compassion and reciprocity.

3. Stellaluna by Janell Cannon
This story of a young fruit bat who befriends a family of birds teaches children about acceptance and
understanding differences. Like Amos & Boris, it emphasizes friendship across boundaries and the
value of empathy, perfect for enhancing social-emotional learning objectives.

4. Owl Moon by Jane Yolen
A gentle story about a child and their father going owling on a quiet winter night, this book illustrates
the beauty of patience, nature, and shared experiences. It complements Amos & Boris by encouraging
appreciation of the natural world and the bonds formed through shared adventures.

5. Swimmy by Leo Lionni
This book follows a small fish named Swimmy who uses teamwork and creativity to protect his friends
from danger. It reinforces themes of friendship, problem-solving, and courage, aligning well with
lessons drawn from Amos & Boris about helping others and bravery.

6. Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney



Miss Rumphius, also known as the Lupine Lady, makes the world more beautiful by planting flowers
everywhere she goes. This story encourages children to think about kindness and the impact one
person can have, echoing the generous spirit shown in Amos & Boris.

7. The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister
A tale about a beautiful fish who learns to share his shimmering scales with others, this book teaches
lessons about generosity and friendship. It pairs well with Amos & Boris in a lesson plan focused on
the importance of sharing and making friends.

8. Goodnight, Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann
This humorous and heartwarming book about a mischievous gorilla who follows a zookeeper home
highlights the importance of friendship and kindness in unexpected places. Its playful tone can
engage young readers while supporting themes similar to those in Amos & Boris.

9. The Empty Pot by Demi
A story about honesty and integrity, The Empty Pot tells of a boy who is rewarded for telling the truth
despite pressure to cheat. It complements Amos & Boris by emphasizing moral values and the
courage to do what is right in difficult situations.
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vocabulary, and comprehension. In a large-size format for easy photocopying, the book includes
dozens of reproducible lesson plans, instructional activities, assessment forms, and other tools.
Purchasers get access to a webpage where they can download and print the reproducible materials.
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resource. Reproducible tools now available to download and print. An NCTQ Exemplary Text for
Reading Instruction
  amos and boris lesson plan: Activities for Building Character and Social-Emotional

https://ns2.kelisto.es/gacor1-03/pdf?ID=adP08-4871&title=amos-and-boris-lesson-plan.pdf
https://ns2.kelisto.es/business-suggest-030/files?trackid=VVO29-7826&title=what-is-the-business-mission.pdf
https://ns2.kelisto.es/business-suggest-030/files?trackid=VVO29-7826&title=what-is-the-business-mission.pdf


Learning Grades 1–2 Katia S. Petersen, 2012-04-01 Build attitudes of respect and caring, reduce
problem behaviors, empower students to solve problems, and educate the whole child with this
flexible, user-friendly activity guide. The lessons' literature-based connections allow teachers to
build in rather than add on social-emotional learning (SEL) throughout the day. Field-tested in
classrooms across the United States, these activities when fully implemented have resulted in
improved school climate, greater parent engagement, increased academic achievement, and
reduction in discipline referrals. Features of the book include: 100+ easy-to-implement year-round
activities that integrate info the daily curriculum in all subject areas Monthly themes focused on
empathy, bullying prevention, teamwork, decision-making, and more Concise lesson formats (Read,
Discuss, Do, Relate) Discussion and writing prompts Built-in assessments Digital content includes all
of the book's reproducible forms.
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Plan Richard Gentry, Ph.D., Jan McNeel, M.A.Ed., 2014-02-01 Incorporate writing instruction in your
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Simplify the planning of writing instruction and become familiar with the Common Core State
Standards of Writing.
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Series) Sarah Krutchner Clark, 2000-08
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lists.
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Write on! Write with students in grades 5 and up using Lessons in Writing. This 80-page book can be
taught in any order to meet student or curricular needs. The activities in this book cover similes,
metaphors, alliteration, rhyme, personification, irony, paradox, acronyms, and onomatopoeia. The
book supports NCTE standards and is based on the idea that prewriting, incubation, production, and
revision are important parts of the writing process. The persuasive essay section helps students
practice for standardized tests.
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Write with students in grades 5 and up using Lessons in Writing. This 80-page book can be taught in
any order to meet student or curricular needs. The activities in this book cover similes, metaphors,
alliteration, rhyme, personification, irony, paradox, acronyms, and onomatopoeia. The book supports
NCTE standards and is based on the idea that prewriting, incubation, production, and revision are



important parts of the writing process. The persuasive essay section helps students practice for
standardized tests.
  amos and boris lesson plan: Common Core Curriculum: English, Grades K-5 Great Minds,
2014-05-06 Common Core's English resources empower educators to meet the expectations of the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (ELA) and build essential content
knowledge for students in grades K-5. Each grade in The Wheatley Portfolio features a
comprehensive, coherent sequence of thematic units that engage students in deep study of
worthwhile texts and topics. Features of this book include: Six thematic units for each grade, each
centered on a curated collection of literary and informational texts Focus standards for each unit
that complement the topic and promote student mastery of essential literacy skills Suggested texts
and activities to incorporate science, art, and history into English instruction This revised second
edition includes a sample text study that guides students through a close read of an exemplary text,
updated web resources, and refreshed suggested works. Educators who create their curriculum
based on Common Core's Wheatley Portfolioguarantee that students are exposed to content-rich
instruction and have ample opportunity to master the reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
language skills articulated in the CCSS for ELA.
  amos and boris lesson plan: Sound it Out! John F. Savage, 2001 Information on how to
incorporate phonics into a balanced reading program.
  amos and boris lesson plan: Sound It Out! Phonics in a Comprehensive Reading System
John F. Savage, 2006-07-10 Are you interested in phonics coverage as part of a comprehensive
reading program? Rather than treating phonics as an end in itself, this brief text shows how phonics
fits into the overall process of a child’s learning to read. It helps students understand how phonics
can be integrated successfully into an effective classroom reading program. While it includes a
wealth of suggestions for practical classroom applications, the book has a solid research base so that
students will understand what they are doing and why they are doing it in the classroom. The text
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scores, to implement a standards-driven curriculum, and to stay abreast of new technologies to
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in spite of these obstacles. CyberLit is a book for those who work with, or teach others who work
with, children in the primary grades. It is for those who use trade books to supplement and enhance
health, science, creative writing, history, geography, reading, math, language arts, character
education, multicultural studies, holidays, citizenship, and the fine arts. It's for those who love
children's literature and book illustration. With this book, you no longer need to get lost in
cyberspace! The information has already been searched, collected, assessed, and compiled. Easily
accessible and at your fingertips, this directory can help you to get biographical information about
authors and illustrators, and to learn how they get ideas for stories, how illustrations are created,
how to extend the books into the curriculum, and where to find time-saving lesson plans and
book-related activities for classroom projects and units. These outstanding websites of children's
authors, illustrators, and storybook characters were selected based on their educational value and
for the fact that they contain a minimum of commercialization. They are exemplary examples of
authors, publishers, and scholars who understand and acknowledge the roles of teachers and
librarians. Like little gems in cyberspace, they go beyond the ordinary content for busy educators.
  amos and boris lesson plan: The Blue Pages Regie Routman, 1994 Grade level: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, k, p, e, i, s, t.
  amos and boris lesson plan: Economic Education Experiences of Enterprising Teachers Joint



Council on Economic Education, 1991
  amos and boris lesson plan: Into the Curriculum H. Thomas Walker, Paula Kay Montgomery,
1990
  amos and boris lesson plan: Creative Connections Mary Lou Olsen, 1987
  amos and boris lesson plan: Pyrotechnics on the Page Ralph J. Fletcher, 2010 Writers in every
field play with words each time they sit down at their desks. In his newest book, Ralph Fletcher
demonstrates how playful craft can energize student writing and breathe new energy into the
writing workshop. --
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