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american colonies religion played a crucial role in shaping the social, cultural, and
political landscape of early America. From the earliest settlements, religious beliefs
influenced governance, community life, and relationships with Native Americans. The
diversity of faiths among the colonies reflected varying motivations for migration, ranging
from seeking religious freedom to establishing economic enterprises. This article explores
the complex tapestry of religious practices in the American colonies, highlighting the
dominant denominations, the interaction between church and state, and the impact of
religion on colonial society. Understanding the religious foundations of the American
colonies offers valuable insight into the development of religious liberty and pluralism in
the United States. The following sections provide a detailed examination of the major
religious groups, the role of religion in governance, and the legacy of colonial religious
diversity.
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Major Religious Groups in the Colonies

Religion and Colonial Governance

Religious Tolerance and Conflicts

Impact of Religion on Colonial Society

Religious Foundations of the American Colonies

The establishment of the American colonies was deeply intertwined with religious
motivations and aspirations. Many settlers sought to create communities that reflected
their religious values and offered freedom from persecution. The early colonies often had
explicit religious foundations that influenced their laws and social structures.

Puritans and the Massachusetts Bay Colony

The Puritans were among the most influential religious groups in early colonial America.
Seeking to purify the Church of England and escape religious persecution, they founded
the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1630. Their vision was to build a “city upon a hill” that
exemplified Christian virtue and governance.



Religious Motivations in Other Colonies

Other colonies also reflected distinct religious purposes. For example, Maryland was
founded as a haven for English Catholics, while Rhode Island emerged under the
leadership of Roger Williams as a refuge for those seeking religious freedom from Puritan
orthodoxy.

Religious Influences on Settlement Patterns

Religious beliefs shaped settlement patterns and community organization. Many colonies
established churches as central institutions, which played critical roles in education and
social welfare. The emphasis on religious conformity often dictated who could participate
in civic life.

Major Religious Groups in the Colonies

The religious landscape of the American colonies was diverse, encompassing a range of
Christian denominations and other faith traditions. This diversity reflected the varying
origins and beliefs of colonial settlers.

Anglicanism in the Southern Colonies

The Church of England, or Anglicanism, was dominant in many southern colonies such as
Virginia and South Carolina. It was often intertwined with the colonial government and
supported by colonial elites. Anglican parishes served as centers for worship and
community life.

Puritanism and Congregationalism in New England

In contrast, New England colonies were largely shaped by Puritan and Congregationalist
traditions. These groups emphasized strict moral conduct, community oversight, and the
importance of an educated ministry. Congregational churches were typically self-
governing and influential in local affairs.

Catholicism and Quakerism in the Middle Colonies

The Middle Colonies, including Pennsylvania and Maryland, were notable for greater
religious pluralism. Maryland was founded to protect Catholics, while Pennsylvania



became a center for Quakerism under William Penn. Quakers advocated for pacifism,
equality, and religious tolerance.

Other Religious Minorities

Other religious groups, including Baptists, Lutherans, Jews, and various Protestant
dissenters, found refuge and opportunity in the American colonies. Their presence
contributed to the evolving religious diversity that characterized colonial society.

Religion and Colonial Governance

Religion and governance were closely linked in many American colonies, with church
institutions often holding significant political influence. The relationship between church
and state varied widely depending on the colony and dominant faith.

Established Churches and State Support

Several colonies maintained established churches supported by public taxes. For example,
the Anglican Church was the official church in Virginia, while the Congregational Church
was established in Massachusetts. This arrangement reinforced religious conformity and
limited dissent.

Religious Requirements for Political Participation

In many colonies, church membership or adherence to specific religious doctrines was a
prerequisite for voting or holding office. These requirements reflected the belief that
moral character was essential for responsible citizenship.

Challenges to Religious Establishments

Over time, dissenting groups challenged established churches and pushed for greater
religious freedom. These challenges laid the groundwork for the eventual separation of
church and state enshrined in the U.S. Constitution.

Religious Tolerance and Conflicts

Despite some colonies’ aspirations for religious freedom, intolerance and conflict were



common features of colonial religious life. The degree of tolerance varied significantly
among the colonies and over time.

Persecution of Religious Minorities

Religious minorities frequently faced persecution and legal restrictions. For example,
Quakers were persecuted in Massachusetts, and Catholics faced discrimination in some
Protestant-dominated colonies. Such conflicts often resulted in social tension and
migration.

Legal Protections for Religious Freedom

Some colonies enacted laws to protect religious freedom. Maryland’s Act of Toleration
(1649) was an early example, granting limited toleration to Christians. Pennsylvania’s
policies under William Penn promoted a broad acceptance of religious diversity.

Impact of Religious Conflicts on Colonial Development

Religious conflicts influenced migration patterns, settlement policies, and inter-colonial
relations. They also contributed to the evolving discourse on religious liberty that would
become central to American identity.

Impact of Religion on Colonial Society

Religion influenced many aspects of colonial life beyond worship, including education,
social norms, and community structure. The moral and ethical teachings of various faiths
shaped everyday behavior and social expectations.

Education and Religious Instruction

Many colonies established schools and colleges to train clergy and promote religious
education. Harvard College, founded in 1636, was established primarily to educate Puritan
ministers, reflecting the importance of religion in education.

Religious Festivals and Community Life

Religious observances structured the colonial calendar and provided occasions for



community gathering and reinforcement of shared values. Church attendance was often
mandatory, and sermons addressed both spiritual and civic matters.

Religion and Social Reform

Religious groups frequently advocated for social reforms such as the abolition of slavery,
temperance, and care for the poor. These efforts were early expressions of the moral
activism that would continue into the nation’s history.

Puritan emphasis on moral conduct and community oversight1.

Anglican integration with colonial governance2.

Quaker advocacy for tolerance and equality3.

Legal frameworks supporting limited religious freedom4.

Religious influence on education and social norms5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the predominant religions in the American
colonies?
The predominant religions in the American colonies included various Protestant
denominations such as Puritanism, Anglicanism, Quakerism, and Baptist faiths, with
Catholicism also present in some areas like Maryland.

How did religion influence the founding of the New
England colonies?
Religion played a central role in founding the New England colonies, particularly with the
Puritans seeking to create a society based on their religious beliefs and practices,
emphasizing a covenant community governed by biblical principles.

What role did the Church of England play in the
southern American colonies?
The Church of England (Anglican Church) was the established church in many southern
colonies such as Virginia and South Carolina, influencing social and political life, and
colonial governments often supported it financially and legally.



Were there any colonies founded for religious freedom?
Yes, colonies such as Pennsylvania, founded by William Penn, were established explicitly
to provide religious freedom and tolerance, particularly for Quakers and other persecuted
religious groups.

How did religious diversity manifest in the middle
colonies?
The middle colonies, including New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, were known for
their religious diversity, hosting Quakers, Catholics, Lutherans, Jews, Reformed
Christians, and others, often promoting religious tolerance and pluralism.

What was the Great Awakening and how did it affect
religion in the colonies?
The Great Awakening was a series of religious revivals in the 1730s and 1740s that
emphasized personal faith, emotional involvement, and evangelicalism, leading to
increased church membership, the rise of new denominations, and greater religious
diversity in the colonies.

How did religious beliefs influence colonial laws and
governance?
Religious beliefs deeply influenced colonial laws and governance, with many colonies
incorporating biblical principles into their legal codes, and clergy often holding significant
social and political influence in shaping community standards and policies.

What was the relationship between Native American
religions and colonial Christianity?
Colonial Christianity often sought to convert Native Americans to Christianity, sometimes
through missionary efforts, but this often led to cultural clashes and the suppression of
indigenous religious practices.

How did religious minorities fare in the American
colonies?
Religious minorities faced varying degrees of tolerance depending on the colony; some,
like Rhode Island and Pennsylvania, embraced religious freedom, while in others,
minorities faced discrimination, persecution, or legal restrictions.

Did the American colonies have religious freedom from
the beginning?
Religious freedom was limited in many colonies initially, with established churches and
laws enforcing religious conformity; however, over time, especially in colonies like Rhode



Island and Pennsylvania, greater religious tolerance and freedom were promoted.

Additional Resources
1. American Colonies: The Settling of North America by Alan Taylor
This comprehensive work explores the diverse religious beliefs and practices that shaped
the early American colonies. Taylor delves into the interactions between Native American
spirituality, European settlers' religious traditions, and the role religion played in colonial
governance and community life. The book provides a broad overview of the cultural and
religious dynamics from the 16th through the 18th centuries.

2. A People's History of the American Revolution by Ray Raphael
While focusing primarily on the political revolution, this book highlights the influence of
religious ideology and the role of religious groups in the American colonies. Raphael
discusses how religious dissenters contributed to revolutionary thought and how faith
communities provided both support and opposition to colonial rule. It offers insight into
the intersection of religion and politics in colonial America.

3. God’s Almost Chosen Peoples: A Religious History of the American Colonies by Jon
Butler
Butler offers a detailed narrative of the religious landscape in colonial America,
emphasizing the diversity and complexity of faith during this period. The book examines
Puritanism, Quakerism, Catholicism, and indigenous spiritualities, illustrating how religion
influenced social structures and identity. It also discusses the challenges of religious
coexistence and the emergence of religious freedom.

4. The Puritan Dilemma: The Story of John Winthrop by Edmund S. Morgan
This classic biography of John Winthrop, a leading figure in the Massachusetts Bay Colony,
explores the Puritan vision of creating a "city upon a hill." Morgan analyzes how Puritan
beliefs shaped the political and social fabric of the colony and the tensions between
religious ideals and practical governance. The book reveals the complexities of
maintaining religious purity in a new and challenging world.

5. Religion and the American Revolution by Thomas S. Kidd
Kidd investigates the significant role religion played in the ideological and emotional
foundations of the American Revolution. He details how clergy and religious rhetoric
galvanized colonial resistance and framed the struggle for independence as a sacred
cause. The book provides a thorough look at the intertwining of faith and patriotism in
colonial America.

6. Faith in the New Millennium: Religion in American Colonies by Sarah P. Hopkins
This book surveys the variety of religious expressions in the American colonies, from
mainstream Protestant denominations to smaller sects and indigenous beliefs. Hopkins
explores how religion influenced daily life, education, and community organization. The
text also addresses the beginnings of religious tolerance and pluralism in the colonial
period.

7. Saints and Strangers: The Pilgrims and the Founding of Plymouth by George F. Willison
Willison provides an engaging account of the Pilgrims’ journey to America and the
religious motivations behind the founding of Plymouth Colony. The book portrays the



challenges the settlers faced in establishing a community grounded in their religious
beliefs. It highlights the Pilgrims' desire for religious freedom and their interactions with
Native Americans.

8. The Religious History of America: The Heart of the American Story from Colonial Times
to Today by Edwin S. Gaustad and Leigh Eric Schmidt
This expansive volume traces the development of religion from the earliest colonial days
through the modern era. The authors focus on how religious ideas and institutions shaped
American culture, politics, and society. The colonial chapters provide detailed insights into
the religious diversity and conflicts that defined early America.

9. Divine Rebels: American Religious Radicals and the Colonial Experience by John
Corrigan
Corrigan explores the stories of various religious radicals and dissenters in the American
colonies who challenged orthodox beliefs and authorities. The book examines how these
figures influenced the broader religious landscape and contributed to evolving ideas about
liberty and individual conscience. It sheds light on the vibrant and often contentious
religious debates in colonial America.
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  american colonies religion: New World Faiths Jon Butler, 2007-12-31 Many people believe
that the piety of the Pilgrims typified early American religion. However, by the 1730s Catholics,
Jews, and Africans had joined Native Americans, Puritans, and numerous other Protestants in the
colonies. Jon Butler launches his narrative with a description of the state of religious affairs in both
the Old and New Worlds. He explores the failure of John Winthrop's goal to achieve Puritan
perfection, the controversy over Anne Hutchinson's tenacious faith, the evangelizing stamina of
ex-slave and Methodist preacher Absalom Jones, and the spiritual resilience of the Catawba Indians.
The meeting of these diverse groups and their varied use of music, dance, and ritual produced an
unprecedented evolution of religious practice, including the birth of revivals. And through their daily
interactions, these Americans created a living foundation for the First Amendment. After
Independence their active diversity of faiths led Americans to the groundbreaking idea that
government should abandon the use of law to support any religious group and should instead
guarantee free exercise of religion for everyone.
  american colonies religion: Religion in the American Colonies Wayne Feay, Quest Club (Fort
Wayne, Ind.), 2009
  american colonies religion: Under the Cope of Heaven Patricia U. Bonomi, 1986 A
reevaluation of the role of religion in the lives of 18th century Americans.
  american colonies religion: Under the Cope of Heaven : Religion, Society, and Politics
in Colonial America Patricia U. Bonomi Professor of History New York University (Emerita),
2003-07-10 In this pathbreaking study, Patricia Bonomi argues that religion was as instrumental as
either politics or the economy in shaping early American life and values. Looking at the middle and
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southern colonies as well as at Puritan New England, Bonomi finds an abundance of religious vitality
through the colonial years among clergy and churchgoers of diverse religious background. The book
also explores the tightening relationship between religion and politics and illuminates the vital role
religion played in the American Revolution. A perennial backlist title first published in 1986, this
updated edition includes a new preface on research in the field on African Americans, Indians,
women, the Great Awakening, and Atlantic history and how these impact her interpretations.
  american colonies religion: American Colonies Alan Taylor, 2002-07-30 A multicultural,
multinational history of colonial America from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Internal
Enemy and American Revolutions In the first volume in the Penguin History of the United States,
edited by Eric Foner, Alan Taylor challenges the traditional story of colonial history by examining
the many cultures that helped make America, from the native inhabitants from milennia past,
through the decades of Western colonization and conquest, and across the entire continent, all the
way to the Pacific coast. Transcending the usual Anglocentric version of our colonial past, he
recovers the importance of Native American tribes, African slaves, and the rival empires of France,
Spain, the Netherlands, and even Russia in the colonization of North America. Moving beyond the
Atlantic seaboard to examine the entire continent, American Colonies reveals a pivotal period in the
global interaction of peoples, cultures, plants, animals, and microbes. In a vivid narrative, Taylor
draws upon cutting-edge scholarship to create a timely picture of the colonial world characterized
by an interplay of freedom and slavery, opportunity and loss. Formidable . . . provokes us to
contemplate the ways in which residents of North America have dealt with diversity. -The New York
Times Book Review
  american colonies religion: Religion in Colonial America William Warren Sweet, 1965
  american colonies religion: American Colonies Tim McNeese, 2002-09-01 The American
Colonies provides a detailed and richly illustrated overview of the trials of Europeans in the New
World. From the earliest primitive encampments on the Atlantic seacoast to the settled societies of
the later colonial period, this book vividly describes the disastrous first years, the strained reliance
on native peoples, the horrors of the African slave trade, and deteriorating relations with England,
which stand in marked contrast to the hope, strength, resilience, and determination with which
colonialists carved a nation out of the North American wilderness. Challenging review questions
encourage meaningful reflection and historical analysis. Maps, tests, answer key, and extensive
bibliography are included.
  american colonies religion: Religion in the American South Beth Barton Schweiger,
Donald G. Mathews, 2005-10-12 This collection of essays examines religion in the American South
across three centuries--from the beginning of the eighteenth century to the civil rights movement of
the 1960s. The first collection published on the subject in fifteen years, Religion in the American
South builds upon a new generation of scholarship to push scholarly conversation about the field to
a new level of sophistication by complicating southern religion geographically, chronologically, and
thematically and by challenging the interpretive hegemony of the Bible belt. Contributors
demonstrate the importance of religion in the South not only to American religious history but also
to the history of the nation as a whole. They show that religion touched every corner of society--from
the nightclub to the lynching tree, from the church sanctuary to the kitchen hearth. These essays
will stimulate discussions of a wide variety of subjects, including eighteenth-century religious
history, conversion narratives, religion and violence, the cultural power of prayer, the importance of
women in exploiting religious contexts in innovative ways, and the interracialism of southern
religious history. Contributors: Kurt O. Berends, University of Notre Dame Emily Bingham,
Louisville, Kentucky Anthea D. Butler, Loyola Marymount University Paul Harvey, University of
Colorado, Colorado Springs Jerma Jackson, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Lynn Lyerly,
Boston College Donald G. Mathews, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Jon F. Sensbach,
University of Florida Beth Barton Schweiger, University of Arkansas Daniel Woods, Ferrum College
  american colonies religion: The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Race in American History
Kathryn Gin Lum, Paul Harvey, 2018-03-01 The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Race in American



History brings together a number of established scholars, as well as younger scholars on the rise, to
provide a scholarly overview for those interested in the role of religion and race in American history.
Thirty-four scholars from the fields of History, Religious Studies, Sociology, Anthropology, and more
investigate the complex interdependencies of religion and race from pre-Columbian origins to the
present. The volume addresses the religious experience, social realities, theologies, and sociologies
of racialized groups in American religious history, as well as the ways that religious myths,
institutions, and practices contributed to their racialization. Part One begins with a broad
introductory survey outlining some of the major terms and explaining the intersections of race and
religions in various traditions and cultures across time. Part Two provides chronologically arranged
accounts of specific historical periods that follow a narrative of religion and race through four-plus
centuries. Taken together, The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Race in American History provides
a reliable scholarly text and resource to summarize and guide work in this subject, and to help make
sense of contemporary issues and dilemmas.
  american colonies religion: American Colonies (ENHANCED eBook) Tim McNeese,
2002-09-01 The American Colonies provides a detailed and richly illustrated overview of the trials of
Europeans in the New World. From the earliest primitive encampments on the Atlantic seacoast to
the settled societies of the later colonial period, this book vividly describes the disastrous first years,
the strained reliance on native peoples, the horrors of the African slave trade, and deteriorating
relations with England, which stand in marked contrast to the hope, strength, resilience, and
determination with which colonialists carved a nation out of the North American wilderness.
Challenging review questions encourage meaningful reflection and historical analysis. Maps, tests,
answer key, and extensive bibliography are included.
  american colonies religion: The Quakers in the American Colonies Rufus Matthew Jones,
Isaac Sharpless, Amelia Mott Gummere, 1911
  american colonies religion: American Colonial History Thomas S. Kidd, 2016-01-01
Conclusion: The Crisis of the British Empire in America -- Notes -- Index -- A -- B -- C -- D -- E -- F -- G
-- H -- I -- J -- K -- L -- M -- N -- O -- P -- Q -- R -- S -- T -- U -- V -- W -- Y
  american colonies religion: Religion in American Life Jon Butler, Grant Wacker, Randall
Balmer, 2011-10-07 The new edition of Religion in American Life, written by three of the country's
most eminent historians of religion, offers a superb overview that spans four centuries, illuminating
the rich spiritual heritage central to nearly every event in our nation's history.
  american colonies religion: The Columbia Guide to Religion in American History Paul
Harvey, Edward Blum, 2012-02-14 The first guide to American religious history from colonial times
to the present, this anthology features twenty-two leading scholars speaking on major themes and
topics in the development of the diverse religious traditions of the United States. These include the
growth and spread of evangelical culture, the mutual influence of religion and politics, the rise of
fundamentalism, the role of gender and popular culture, and the problems and possibilities of
pluralism. Geared toward general readers, students, researchers, and scholars, The Columbia Guide
to Religion in American History provides concise yet broad surveys of specific fields, with an
extensive glossary and bibliographies listing relevant books, films, articles, music, and media
resources for navigating different streams of religious thought and culture. The collection opens
with a thematic exploration of American religious history and culture and follows with twenty topical
chapters, each of which illuminates the dominant questions and lines of inquiry that have
determined scholarship within that chapter's chosen theme. Contributors also outline areas in need
of further, more sophisticated study and identify critical resources for additional research. The
glossary, American Religious History, A-Z, lists crucial people, movements, groups, concepts, and
historical events, enhanced by extensive statistical data.
  american colonies religion: Religion and American Cultures Gary Laderman, Luis León,
2014-12-17 This four-volume work provides a detailed, multicultural survey of established as well as
new American religions and investigates the fascinating interactions between religion and ethnicity,
gender, politics, regionalism, ethics, and popular culture. This revised and expanded edition of



Religion and American Cultures: Tradition, Diversity, and Popular Expression presents more than
140 essays that address contemporary spiritual practice and culture with a historical perspective.
The entries cover virtually every religion in modern-day America as well as the role of religion in
various aspects of U.S. culture. Readers will discover that Americans aren't largely Protestant,
Catholic, or Jewish anymore, and that the number of popular religious identities is far greater than
many would imagine. And although most Americans believe in a higher power, the fastest growing
identity in the United States is the nones—those Americans who elect none when asked about their
religious identity—thereby demonstrating how many individuals see their spirituality as something
not easily defined or categorized. The first volume explores America's multicultural communities and
their religious practices, covering the range of different religions among Anglo-Americans and
Euro-Americans as well as spirituality among Latino, African American, Native American, and Asian
American communities. The second volume focuses on cultural aspects of religions, addressing
topics such as film, Generation X, public sacred spaces, sexuality, and new religious expressions.
The new third volume expands the range of topics covered with in-depth essays on additional topics
such as interfaith families, religion in prisons, belief in the paranormal, and religion after September
11, 2001. The fourth volume is devoted to complementary primary source documents.
  american colonies religion: Religion in American History Amanda Porterfield, John Corrigan,
2010-04-26 This student-friendly introduction combines both thematic and chronological approaches
in exploring the pivotal role religion played in American history - and of its impact across a range of
issues, from identity formation and politics, to race, gender, and class. A comprehensive introduction
to American religious history that successfully combines thematic and chronological approaches,
aiding both teaching and learning Brings together a stellar cast of experts to trace the development
of theology, the political order, practice, and race, ethnicity, gender and class throughout America's
history Accessibly structured in to four key eras: Exploration and Encounter (1492-1676); The
Atlantic World (1676-1802); American Empire (1803-1898); and Global Reach (1898-present).
Investigates the role of religion in forming people's identities, emotional experiences, social conflict,
politics, and patriotism
  american colonies religion: A Documentary History of Religion in America to 1877
Edwin S. Gaustad, Mark A. Noll, 2003-09-19 A richly variegated selection of short documents
illustrative of the history of religion in America. The best source-book available to contemporary
students and general readers.
  american colonies religion: An Historical Introduction to American Education Gerald L.
Gutek, 2012-09-18 Guteks classic volume on the history of American education has been thoroughly
revised and updated to provide a twenty-first-century perspective on the development of American
educational institutions. Like earlier editions, the well-researched Third Edition employs a topical
approach to examine the evolution of key institutions like the common school and the high school, as
well as significant movements like progressive education, racial desegregation, and
multiculturalism. Primary source readings enhance and reinforce chapter content and feature new
writings from Benjamin Rush, Horace Mann, Maria Montessori, W. E. B. Du Bois, John Dewey, and
Jane Addams. Two new chapters add depth to this comprehensive, richly illustrated work.
Immigration, Multiculturalism, and Education examines the response of public schools to the
education of immigrant children in the context of Americas industrialization and urbanization. This
compelling addition also looks at the changing demographics of immigration and discusses the
experiences and contributions of Hispanic Americans and Asian Americans. Progressive Education
and John Dewey explores the origins of progressive education, the philosophies of John Dewey and
other leading progressive educators, and this movements ongoing influence in American classrooms.
The Third Editions topical organization lends itself to multiple uses in the classroom. Each chapter
provides the historical foundation for the study of a contemporary topic in education, including the
organization and structure of schools, the philosophy of education, early childhood education,
curriculum and instruction, multicultural and bilingual education, and educational policy.
  american colonies religion: Themes in Religion and American Culture Philip Goff, Paul



Harvey, 2005-10-12 Designed to serve as an introduction to American religion, this volume is
distinctive in its approach: instead of following a traditional narrative, the book is arranged
thematically. Eleven chapters by top scholars present, in carefully organized and accessible fashion,
topics and perspectives fundamental to the understanding of religion in America. Some of the
chapters treat aspects of faith typical to most religious groups, such as theology, proselytization,
supernaturalism, and cosmology. Others deal with race, ethnicity, gender, the state, economy,
science, diversity, and regionalism--facets of American culture that often interact with religion. Each
topical essay is structured chronologically, divided into sections on pre-colonial, colonial,
revolutionary and early republican, antebellum, postbellum and late nineteenth-century, early
twentieth-century, and modern America. One can study the extended history of a certain theme, or
read across the book for a study of all the themes during a specific period in history. This book's new
approach offers a rich analysis of the genuine complexity of American religious life. With a helpful
glossary of basic religious terms, movements, people, and groups, this book will become an essential
tool for students and teachers of religion. Contributors: Yvonne Chireau, Swarthmore College Amy
DeRogatis, Michigan State University William Durbin, Washington Theological Union Tracy
Fessenden, Arizona State University James German, State University of New York, Potsdam Philip
Goff, Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis Paul Harvey, University of Colorado,
Colorado Springs Sue Marasco, Vanderbilt University Winnifred Fallers Sullivan, University of
Chicago Divinity School Roberto Trevino, University of Texas, Arlington David Weaver-Zercher,
Messiah College
  american colonies religion: Encyclopedia of American Women and Religion June Melby
Benowitz, 2017-08-18 This two-volume set examines women's contributions to religious and moral
development in America, covering individual women, their faith-related organizations, and women's
roles and experiences in the broader social and cultural contexts of their times. This second edition
of Encyclopedia of American Women and Religion provides updated and expanded information from
historians and other scholars of religion, covering new issues in religion to better describe and
document women's roles within religious groups. For instance, the term evangelical feminism is one
newly defined aspect of women's involvement in religious activism. Changes are constantly
occurring within the many religious faiths and denominations in America, particularly as women
strive to gain positions within religious hierarchies that previously were exclusive to men and rise
within their denominations to become theologians, church leaders, and bishops. The entries examine
the roles that American women have played in mainstream religious denominations, small religious
sects, and non-traditional practices such as witchcraft, as well as in groups that question religious
beliefs, including agnostics and atheists. A section containing primary documents gives readers a
firsthand look at matters of concern to religious women and their organizations. Many of these
documents are the writings of women who merit entries within the encyclopedia. Readers will gain
an awareness of women's contributions to religious culture in America, from the colonial era to the
present day, and better understand the many challenges that women have faced to achieve success
in their religion-related endeavors.
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