
american authors 1850s
american authors 1850s represents a pivotal decade in the history of American
literature, marked by the emergence of influential voices and the evolution
of distinctive literary styles. The 1850s stand out as a period when American
writers began to assert a unique cultural identity, often addressing pressing
social issues such as slavery, abolition, and the rapid changes brought by
industrialization and westward expansion. This era saw the flourishing of
Romanticism alongside early Realism, with many authors exploring themes of
individualism, nature, morality, and national identity. Understanding the
contributions of american authors 1850s reveals the foundations of modern
American literature and the ways these writers shaped the literary landscape.
This article will explore the prominent figures, key literary movements,
major works, and the social and historical context that influenced american
authors 1850s.
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Prominent American Authors of the 1850s
The 1850s featured several notable american authors who contributed
significantly to the development of American literature. These writers gained
recognition for their distinct voices and thematic preoccupations, often
reflecting the social and political tensions of the era.

Nathaniel Hawthorne
Nathaniel Hawthorne was one of the most influential american authors 1850s,
known for his dark romanticism and exploration of human nature's
complexities. His works often delved into themes of sin, guilt, and morality,
exemplified by novels like The Scarlet Letter, which, although published
earlier, continued to impact his 1850s writings and reputation.



Herman Melville
Herman Melville emerged as a key figure during this decade, with his writing
marked by deep philosophical inquiry and narrative innovation. His
masterpiece Moby-Dick was published in 1851, reflecting the era's fascination
with the struggle between man and nature, as well as existential questions.

Walt Whitman
Walt Whitman revolutionized American poetry in the 1850s with his
groundbreaking collection Leaves of Grass. His free verse style and
celebration of democracy, nature, and the individual spirit exemplify the
burgeoning American literary identity of the time.

Harriet Beecher Stowe
Harriet Beecher Stowe became a prominent voice among american authors 1850s
with her powerful anti-slavery novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Published in 1852,
the novel had a profound impact on public opinion regarding slavery and
contributed to the intensification of sectional tensions leading up to the
Civil War.

Other Notable Authors

Ralph Waldo Emerson – Philosopher and essayist promoting
transcendentalism.

Henry James Sr. – Early advocate of philosophical idealism and religious
thought.

Emily Dickinson – Though less recognized during her lifetime, her poetry
began developing in this period.

Literary Movements Influencing the 1850s
The 1850s were shaped by several literary movements that influenced american
authors 1850s, providing frameworks for thematic and stylistic
experimentation.

Romanticism and Dark Romanticism
Romanticism remained dominant in the 1850s, emphasizing emotion,



individualism, and nature. Dark Romanticism, a subgenre exemplified by
Hawthorne and Melville, focused on the darker aspects of human experience,
including sin and psychological turmoil.

Transcendentalism
Transcendentalism, led by figures like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau, emphasized intuition, spirituality, and the inherent goodness of
people and nature. This movement heavily influenced the philosophical
underpinnings of many american authors 1850s.

Realism (Emerging)
Although not fully developed until later decades, realism began to emerge in
the 1850s as writers started depicting everyday life and social realities
with increased fidelity, moving away from purely romanticized narratives.

Major Works Published in the 1850s
The decade witnessed the publication of several landmark works by american
authors 1850s, which remain central to the American literary canon.

Moby-Dick (1851) by Herman Melville – A complex narrative exploring1.
obsession, fate, and the human condition.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) by Harriet Beecher Stowe – A novel that2.
galvanized anti-slavery sentiment and influenced political discourse.

Leaves of Grass (First edition, 1855) by Walt Whitman – A poetry3.
collection celebrating democracy and individuality in a new American
voice.

The House of the Seven Gables (1851) by Nathaniel Hawthorne – A novel4.
continuing his exploration of ancestral guilt and moral complexity.

Social and Historical Context Impacting
Literature
The social and political environment of the 1850s deeply influenced american
authors 1850s, shaping the themes and urgency of their works.



Slavery and Abolitionism
The intensifying debate over slavery profoundly affected the literature of
the decade. Writers like Harriet Beecher Stowe used fiction to expose the
moral and social evils of slavery, contributing to the abolitionist movement.

Westward Expansion and Manifest Destiny
The rapid expansion of the United States westward inspired themes of
exploration, individualism, and the confrontation between civilization and
wilderness in literature.

Industrialization and Urbanization
Growing industrialization and urban growth brought new social challenges and
transformations, which some authors began to address through evolving
literary forms and social critique.

Legacy of American Authors from the 1850s
The influence of american authors 1850s extends well beyond their own era,
laying the groundwork for subsequent literary developments and shaping
American cultural identity.

Shaping American Literary Identity
By exploring uniquely American themes and experimenting with new literary
forms, these authors contributed to the emergence of a distinctly American
literature separate from European traditions.

Influence on Later Writers
The innovations and themes introduced by 1850s authors inspired later
generations of writers, including the rise of literary realism and modernism
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Cultural and Historical Impact
The works of the 1850s continue to be studied for their insight into American
history, society, and values during a critical period leading up to the Civil
War and beyond.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who were some of the most influential American
authors in the 1850s?
Some of the most influential American authors in the 1850s included Herman
Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Harriet
Beecher Stowe.

What major literary works were published by American
authors in the 1850s?
Major literary works of the 1850s include Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet
Letter' (1850), Herman Melville's 'Moby-Dick' (1851), Harriet Beecher Stowe's
'Uncle Tom's Cabin' (1852), and Walt Whitman's 'Leaves of Grass' (first
edition, 1855).

How did the social and political climate of the
1850s influence American literature?
The 1850s were marked by tensions over slavery and sectionalism, which
heavily influenced American literature. Authors like Harriet Beecher Stowe
addressed abolitionism, while others explored themes of morality, identity,
and the human condition in response to societal changes.

What role did Harriet Beecher Stowe play in American
literature during the 1850s?
Harriet Beecher Stowe became a prominent American author in the 1850s with
her novel 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' (1852), which exposed the harsh realities of
slavery and galvanized anti-slavery sentiment in the United States and
abroad.

How did Walt Whitman's poetry reflect the American
spirit in the 1850s?
Walt Whitman's 'Leaves of Grass' (1855) celebrated democracy, individualism,
and the human connection to nature, capturing the evolving American identity
and spirit during a time of national growth and division.

What themes are commonly found in Nathaniel
Hawthorne's works from the 1850s?
Nathaniel Hawthorne's works from the 1850s, such as 'The Scarlet Letter,'
often explore themes of sin, guilt, morality, and the complexities of human
nature within Puritan society.



How did Herman Melville's 'Moby-Dick' contribute to
American literature in the 1850s?
'Moby-Dick' (1851) by Herman Melville is considered a masterpiece of American
literature that delves into themes of obsession, fate, and the struggle
between man and nature, reflecting the complexities of the American
experience during the mid-19th century.

Additional Resources
1. Moby-Dick by Herman Melville
Published in 1851, "Moby-Dick" is a seminal work of American literature that
explores themes of obsession, revenge, and the human condition. The novel
follows Captain Ahab's relentless pursuit of the white whale, Moby Dick,
across the seas. Melville's rich symbolism and complex narrative style make
this a profound and enduring classic.

2. The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Released in 1850, this novel is set in Puritan New England and tells the
story of Hester Prynne, who is publicly shamed for bearing an illegitimate
child. Hawthorne delves into themes of sin, guilt, and redemption, offering a
critical look at societal norms and morality. The scarlet letter "A" that
Hester must wear becomes a powerful symbol throughout the story.

3. Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman
First published in 1855, "Leaves of Grass" is a groundbreaking collection of
poetry that celebrates nature, individuality, and democracy. Whitman's free
verse style broke away from traditional poetic forms, influencing generations
of poets. The work embodies the spirit of American transcendentalism and the
optimism of the mid-19th century.

4. Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe
This 1852 novel had a profound impact on attitudes toward slavery in the
United States. Stowe's vivid portrayal of the harsh realities faced by
enslaved people helped galvanize the abolitionist movement. The book combines
emotional storytelling with a strong moral message, making it one of the most
influential works of its time.

5. Ten Nights in a Bar-Room and What I Saw There by Timothy Shay Arthur
Published in 1854, this temperance novel highlights the destructive effects
of alcohol on individuals and families. Arthur uses a fictional tavern
setting to depict the social problems caused by drinking, advocating for
moral reform. The book was widely read and contributed to the temperance
movement in America.

6. Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ by Lew Wallace
Although published slightly later in 1880, Wallace began writing in the
mid-19th century, and his work reflects the era's religious and cultural
concerns. "Ben-Hur" is an epic tale of revenge, redemption, and faith set



during the time of Christ. It became one of the best-selling American novels
of the 19th century.

7. The House of the Seven Gables by Nathaniel Hawthorne
This 1851 novel combines Gothic elements with a critique of Puritanism
through the story of a cursed New England family. Hawthorne explores themes
of guilt, retribution, and atonement while weaving a haunting tale of
ancestral sin and its consequences. The atmospheric setting adds to the
novel's enduring appeal.

8. Agnes Grey by Anne Brontë (American edition in the 1850s)
While Anne Brontë was British, "Agnes Grey" gained significant popularity in
America during the 1850s and influenced American readers and writers. The
novel is a semi-autobiographical account of a governess's struggles,
highlighting social class and gender issues. Its realistic portrayal of
Victorian life resonated with an American audience grappling with similar
themes.

9. The Blithedale Romance by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Published in 1852, this novel is inspired by Hawthorne's experiences at the
Brook Farm transcendentalist community. It examines idealism, utopianism, and
human flaws through a complex narrative and richly drawn characters. The
story critiques the limitations of social experiments and explores the
tension between individual desires and communal goals.
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  american authors 1850s: A History of American Magazines, Volume II: 1850-1865 Frank
Luther Mott, 1938 The first volume of this work, covering the period from 1741-1850, was issued in
1931 by another publisher, and is reissued now without change, under our imprint. The second
volume covers the period from 1850 to 1865; the third volume, the period from 1865 to 1885. For
each chronological period, Mr. Mott has provided a running history which notes the occurrence of
the chief general magazines and the developments in the field of class periodicals, as well as
publishing conditions during that period, the development of circulations, advertising, payments to
contributors, reader attitudes, changing formats, styles and processes of illustration, and the like.
Then in a supplement to that running history, he offers historical sketches of the chief magazines
which flourished in the period. These sketches extend far beyond the chronological limitations of the
period. The second and third volumes present, altogether, separate sketches of seventy-six
magazines, including The North American Review, The Youth's Companion, The Liberator, The
Independent, Harper's Monthly, Leslie's Weekly, Harper's Weekly, The Atlantic Monthly, St.
Nicholas, and Puck. The whole is an unusual mirror of American civilization.
  american authors 1850s: A History of American Magazines: 1741-1850 Frank Luther Mott,
1938 The five volumes of A History of American Magazines constitute a unique cultural history of
America, viewed through the pages and pictures of her periodicals from the publication of the first
monthly magazine in 1741 through the golden age of magazines in the twentieth century--Page 4 of
cover.
  american authors 1850s: French Criticism of American Literature Before 1850 Harold Elmer
Mantz, 1917
  american authors 1850s: Native Americans and Anglo-American Culture, 1750-1850 Tim
Fulford, Kevin Hutchings, 2009-06-04 This book explains how complex relationships between
Britons, Native Americans and Anglo-Americans shaped eighteenth- and nineteenth-century culture.
  american authors 1850s: African American Literature in Transition, 1850–1865: Volume
4, 1850–1865 Teresa Zackodnik, 2021-05-13 The period of 1850-1865 consisted of violent struggle
and crisis as the United States underwent the prodigious transition from slaveholding to ostensibly
'free' nation. This volume reframes mid-century African American literature and challenges our
current understandings of both African American and American literature. It presents a fluid
tradition that includes history, science, politics, economics, space and movement, the visual, and the
sonic. Black writing was highly conscious of transnational and international politics, textual
circulation, and revolutionary imaginaries. Chapters explore how Black literature was being
produced and circulated; how and why it marked its relation to other literary and expressive
traditions; what geopolitical imaginaries it facilitated through representation; and what
technologies, including print, enabled African Americans to pursue such a complex and ongoing
aesthetic and political project.
  american authors 1850s: The Rise of New Media 1750–1850 Julia Straub, 2017-05-22 This
monograph explores transatlantic literary culture by tracing the proliferation of ‘new media,’ such as
the anthology, the literary history and the magazine, in the period between 1750 and 1850. The
fast-paced media landscape out of which these publishing genres developed produced the need of a
‘memory of literature’ and a concomitant rhetoric of remembering strikingly similar to what today is
called a cultural memory debate. Thus, rather than depicting the emergence of an American national
literature, The Rise of New Media(1750–1850) combines impulses from media history, the history of
print, the sociology of literature and canon theory to uncover nascent forms and genres of literary
self-reflectivity and early stirrings of a canon debate in the Atlantic World.
  american authors 1850s: Asian American Literature in Transition, 1850–1930: Volume 1
Josephine Lee, Julia H. Lee, 2021-06-17 The years between 1850 and 1930 witnessed the first



large-scale migration of peoples from East Asia and South Asia to North America and the emergence
of the US as an imperial power in the Pacific. This period also produced the first instances of Asian
North American writing, theater, and film. This exciting collection examines how the many literary
and cultural works from this period approached questions of migration, exclusion, and identity.
Covering an extensive ranges of topics including anticolonialist writing, the erotics of queer
modernist poetry, interracial desire, and the racial gaze in silent film, the book shows the diverse
and multi-ethnic nature of literary and cultural production at a crucial period in modern formations
of race as well as literary and cultural aesthetics.
  american authors 1850s: First Editions of American Authors Forming the Library of
Frank Maier of New York Frank Maier, 1909
  american authors 1850s: First Editions of American Authors Frank Maier, 1820
  american authors 1850s: The dictionary of biographical reference Lawrence B. Phillips,
2023-02-21 Reprint of the original, first published in 1871. The publishing house Anatiposi publishes
historical books as reprints. Due to their age, these books may have missing pages or inferior
quality. Our aim is to preserve these books and make them available to the public so that they do not
get lost.
  american authors 1850s: Architecture in the United States, 1800-1850 William Barksdale
Maynard, 2002-01-01 This study traces the development of American architecture from the age of
Jefferson to the antebellum era, providing a survey of this important period. W. Barksdale Maynard
overturns the long-accepted notions that the chief theme of early 19th-century American
architecture was a patriotic desire to escape from European influence and that competing styles
chiefly reflected the American struggle for cultural uniqueness. Instead, deep and consistent
aesthetic ties, especially with England, shaped American architecture and house designs. Maynard
shows that the Greek Revival in particular was an international phenomenon, with American
achievements inspired by British example and with taste taking precedence over patriotism.
  american authors 1850s: The Popularization of Medicine, 1650-1850 Roy Porter, 1992
The Popularization of Medicine explores the rise of this form of people's medicine, from the early
days of printing to the Victorian age, focusing upon the different experiences of Britain and France,
more marginal European nations like Spain and Hungary, and upon North America.
  american authors 1850s: Encyclopedia of the Romantic Era, 1760–1850 Christopher John
Murray, 2013-05-13 In 850 analytical articles, this two-volume set explores the developments that
influenced the profound changes in thought and sensibility during the second half of the eighteenth
century and the first half of the nineteenth century. The Encyclopedia provides readers with a clear,
detailed, and accurate reference source on the literature, thought, music, and art of the period,
demonstrating the rich interplay of international influences and cross-currents at work; and to
explore the many issues raised by the very concepts of Romantic and Romanticism.
  american authors 1850s: “A” Critical Dictionary of English Literature and British and
American Authors, Living and Deceased, from the Earliest Accounts to the Latter Half of
the Nineteenth Century S. Austin Allibone, 1891
  american authors 1850s: Romantic Ecologies and Colonial Cultures in the British Atlantic
World, 1770-1850 Kevin Hutchings, 2009-08-01 By addressing these and other intriguing questions,
Kevin Hutchings highlights significant intersections between Green Romanticism and colonial
politics, demonstrating how contemporary understandings of animality, climate, and habitat
informed literary and cross-cultural debates about race, slavery, colonialism, and nature in the
British Atlantic world. Revealing an innovative dialogue between British, African, and Native
American writers of the Romantic period, this book will be of interest to anyone wishing to consider
the interconnected histories of transatlantic colonial relations and environmental thought.
  american authors 1850s: Dictionary of english literature and british and american authors S.
Austin Allibone, 2022-07-29 Reprint of the original, first published in 1871.
  american authors 1850s: A Brief Handbook of American Authors Oscar Fay Adams, 1884
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