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american poets 1850s experienced a flourishing period marked by significant
contributions to the development of American literature. This decade was
pivotal in shaping the identity of American poetry, with poets exploring
themes of nature, individualism, transcendentalism, and social reform. The
1850s witnessed the rise of renowned figures who left lasting legacies,
blending romantic ideals with emerging American cultural and political
landscapes. This article delves into the prominent poets of the era, their
stylistic innovations, and the thematic concerns that defined their work.
Additionally, it explores the broader literary movements influencing these
poets and the historical context that inspired their creativity. The
following sections will outline the key poets, their major works, and the
impact of their poetry on American literary history.

Prominent American Poets of the 1850s

Literary Movements Influencing American Poetry in the 1850s

Thematic Concerns in 1850s American Poetry

Major Works and Contributions

Historical Context and Its Impact on Poetry

Prominent American Poets of the 1850s

The 1850s saw the emergence and prominence of several key American poets
whose work defined the decade’s literary landscape. These poets were
instrumental in establishing a unique American voice in poetry, distinct from
European traditions. Their writings reflected the complexities of a nation
grappling with social change, expansion, and identity.

Walt Whitman

Walt Whitman, often considered the father of free verse, revolutionized
American poetry during the 1850s. His groundbreaking work, Leaves of Grass,
first published in 1855, celebrated democracy, individuality, and the human
spirit. Whitman’s poetic style broke away from traditional meter and rhyme,
embracing a more natural and expansive form that mirrored the vastness of
America itself.

Emily Dickinson

Emily Dickinson, though less recognized during her lifetime, was a prolific
poet whose concise and enigmatic verses contributed significantly to 19th-
century American poetry. The 1850s marked the beginning of her most
productive period, characterized by themes of death, immortality, and nature,
often conveyed through unconventional punctuation and slant rhyme.



Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was one of the most popular poets of the era,
known for his narrative poems and lyrical style. His works often drew on
historical and mythological themes, appealing to a broad audience. In the
1850s, Longfellow continued to produce influential poetry that reinforced
American cultural values and literary traditions.

Other Notable Poets

Besides these central figures, the 1850s featured other influential poets
such as James Russell Lowell, John Greenleaf Whittier, and Oliver Wendell
Holmes Sr. Each contributed uniquely to the poetic discourse of the time,
addressing social issues and enriching the American poetic tradition.

Literary Movements Influencing American Poetry
in the 1850s

The poetry of the 1850s was shaped by several literary movements that
promoted new ways of thinking about art, society, and the self. Understanding
these movements is essential to appreciating the work of American poets
during this transformative decade.

Transcendentalism

Transcendentalism, a philosophical and literary movement centered in New
England, profoundly influenced American poets in the 1850s. It emphasized the
inherent goodness of people and nature, individual intuition, and spiritual
experience. Many poets incorporated these ideas into their work, celebrating
nature as a source of inspiration and truth.

Romanticism

Romanticism continued to inform American poetry in the 1850s, focusing on
emotion, imagination, and the sublime. Poets embraced themes of heroism,
nature, and the supernatural, often reacting against industrialization and
rationalism. This movement helped shape the tone and content of much 1850s
poetry.

Realism and Social Reform

Emerging alongside romantic ideals, realism began influencing poetry by
addressing social realities and advocating reform. Many poets of the 1850s
used their verse to comment on issues such as abolition, women’s rights, and
democracy, reflecting the turbulent political climate of the decade.



Thematic Concerns in 1850s American Poetry

American poets of the 1850s engaged with a variety of themes that mirrored
the complexities of their era. These thematic concerns reveal the cultural
and philosophical underpinnings of their work.

Nature and the American Landscape

Nature was a central theme for many poets, symbolizing purity, spiritual
renewal, and national identity. The vast American landscape inspired
reflections on freedom, beauty, and the sublime, often serving as a backdrop
for exploring human experience.

Individualism and Democracy

The celebration of individualism and democratic ideals was prevalent in 1850s
poetry. Poets emphasized personal freedom, self-expression, and the potential
for social progress, aligning with broader national aspirations during a
period of expansion and reform.

Mortality and the Afterlife

Questions of life, death, and immortality were explored deeply, particularly
in the work of poets like Emily Dickinson. This theme often intersected with
spiritual inquiry and philosophical contemplation, reflecting the era’s
interest in existential matters.

Social Justice and Reform

Many poets addressed pressing social issues such as slavery, abolitionism,
and women's rights. Poetry became a vehicle for advocacy and moral
persuasion, contributing to public discourse and social change during a
critical pre-Civil War period.

Major Works and Contributions

The 1850s produced several landmark poetic works that continue to influence
American literature. These contributions highlight the innovation and
enduring relevance of the decade’s poetry.

Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman

First published in 1855, Leaves of Grass was a revolutionary collection that
celebrated the individual and the democratic spirit. Whitman’s use of free
verse and candid exploration of human experience challenged existing poetic
norms and expanded the possibilities of American poetry.



Poems by Emily Dickinson

Though mostly unpublished during her lifetime, Dickinson’s poetry from the
1850s offers profound insights into themes of death, nature, and identity.
Her concise and innovative style has made her one of the most studied poets
in American literature.

Ballads and Narrative Poetry by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow

Longfellow’s continued production of ballads and narrative poems during the
1850s helped popularize poetry among American readers. His accessible style
and incorporation of historical and cultural themes reinforced national
literary identity.

Poetry Addressing Social Issues

James Russell Lowell and John Greenleaf Whittier were particularly known for
poems that engaged with abolitionism and social reform. Their works combined
poetic artistry with political activism, reflecting the urgent concerns of
the decade.

Historical Context and Its Impact on Poetry

The social, political, and cultural context of the 1850s profoundly
influenced American poets and their work. This decade was marked by rapid
change and growing tensions that found expression in poetry.

Pre-Civil War Tensions

The decade leading up to the Civil War was fraught with debates over slavery,
states’ rights, and national identity. Poets responded to these issues by
addressing themes of justice, freedom, and human rights, often using their
work to influence public opinion.

Expansion and National Identity

The expansion of the United States westward during the 1850s inspired poets
to explore themes of exploration, manifest destiny, and the shaping of a
uniquely American identity. This period’s poetry reflects both optimism and
the complexities of growth.

Technological and Social Change

The industrial revolution and technological advances impacted society and
culture, prompting poets to reflect on progress and its costs. The tension
between tradition and innovation is evident in the poetry of the era,
revealing a nation in transition.



Walt Whitman’s free verse style and democratic themes reshaped American1.
poetry.

Emily Dickinson’s introspective and innovative poetry introduced new2.
expressive possibilities.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s popular narratives reinforced cultural3.
values.

Transcendentalism and Romanticism deeply influenced poetic themes and4.
styles.

Social reform and realism brought urgency and political engagement to5.
poetry.

The historical backdrop of pre-Civil War tensions inspired reflective6.
and activist poetry.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were some prominent American poets in the 1850s?

Prominent American poets in the 1850s included Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and Edgar Allan Poe.

What themes were common in American poetry during the
1850s?

Common themes in American poetry during the 1850s included nature,
individualism, transcendentalism, death, and the human soul.

How did Walt Whitman influence American poetry in the
1850s?

Walt Whitman revolutionized American poetry in the 1850s with his free verse
style and celebration of democracy and the individual, especially through his
work "Leaves of Grass."

Was Emily Dickinson’s poetry widely recognized during
the 1850s?

No, Emily Dickinson’s poetry was largely unpublished and unrecognized during
the 1850s; she wrote most of her poems privately and they gained recognition
posthumously.

What role did Transcendentalism play in American
poetry of the 1850s?

Transcendentalism heavily influenced American poetry in the 1850s, promoting
themes of nature, spirituality, and self-reliance, as seen in the works of
poets like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau.



Did Edgar Allan Poe contribute to American poetry in
the 1850s?

Yes, Edgar Allan Poe continued to influence American poetry in the early
1850s with his exploration of macabre themes and use of meter and rhyme,
although he died in 1849.

How did the social and political climate of the 1850s
affect American poetry?

The social and political tensions leading up to the Civil War influenced
American poetry in the 1850s, with poets addressing issues of slavery,
freedom, and national identity.

What was the significance of Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow’s poetry in the 1850s?

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s poetry in the 1850s was significant for its
accessibility and popularity, often drawing on historical and folk themes
that resonated with a broad American audience.

Were there any notable female American poets besides
Emily Dickinson in the 1850s?

Yes, other notable female poets in the 1850s included Frances Osgood and
Lydia Sigourney, who were published and well-regarded in their time.

How did American poetry in the 1850s differ from
European poetry at the time?

American poetry in the 1850s often emphasized individualism, democracy, and
nature more distinctly than European poetry, reflecting the unique cultural
and social landscape of the United States.

Additional Resources
1. Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman
This groundbreaking poetry collection first published in 1855 revolutionized
American literature with its free verse style and celebration of democracy,
nature, and the human spirit. Whitman's work captures the vibrancy of
mid-19th century America and expresses an expansive vision of individuality
and unity. "Leaves of Grass" is considered a cornerstone of American poetry
and continues to influence poets today.

2. Poems by Emily Dickinson
Although mostly unpublished during her lifetime, Emily Dickinson's poems from
the 1850s showcase her unique voice and innovative use of language and form.
Her work often explores themes of death, immortality, and the inner life with
intense personal insight. Dickinson’s poetry, characterized by its brevity
and depth, has become a defining influence in American literature.

3. The Complete Poems of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Longfellow was one of the most popular American poets of the 19th century,



known for his lyrical style and accessible narratives. His works from the
1850s, such as "The Song of Hiawatha" and "The Courtship of Miles Standish,"
combine romanticism with American themes and folklore. Longfellow's poetry
helped shape a national literary identity during this period.

4. Poetry and Prose of James Russell Lowell
James Russell Lowell was a prominent poet and critic whose works in the 1850s
reflect his abolitionist views and engagement with social issues. His poetry
blends classical influences with contemporary political themes, often
advocating for justice and reform. Lowell’s literary contributions also
include essays and translations that enriched American letters.

5. Ballads and Other Poems by John Greenleaf Whittier
Whittier’s poetry is deeply rooted in his Quaker beliefs and abolitionist
activism. His ballads from the 1850s often address social justice, rural
life, and moral earnestness. Known for his plain style and strong ethical
concerns, Whittier’s work provides insight into the cultural and political
landscape of pre-Civil War America.

6. Poems by Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr.
A member of the Fireside Poets, Holmes was celebrated for his wit, humor, and
polished verse. His poetry of the 1850s often blends intellectual playfulness
with commentary on contemporary society and science. Holmes contributed
significantly to making poetry a popular and respected art form in America.

7. The Poetical Works of William Cullen Bryant
Bryant was an important figure in early American Romanticism, and his poetry
from the 1850s reflects his meditations on nature, death, and the human
condition. His clear, classical style and themes of transcendence helped
establish a poetic tradition that influenced many American writers. Bryant
also played a key role as an editor and advocate for the arts.

8. Poems by Edgar Allan Poe
Though Poe died in 1849, his poetry remained influential through the 1850s,
with collections published posthumously. Known for his dark romanticism,
exploration of the macabre, and musical language, Poe’s poems like "The
Raven" continued to captivate American readers. His work bridged Romanticism
and emerging Gothic sensibilities in American poetry.

9. Prose and Poetry of Ralph Waldo Emerson
Emerson, primarily known as an essayist and philosopher, also contributed
poetry that reflects his transcendentalist ideals. His poems from the 1850s
emphasize nature, self-reliance, and spiritual insight, mirroring his broader
philosophical outlook. Emerson’s poetic works complement his influential
essays and lectures, shaping American intellectual and literary culture.

American Poets 1850s

Find other PDF articles:
https://ns2.kelisto.es/algebra-suggest-010/files?dataid=KPr08-7317&title=what-does-product-mean-i
n-algebra.pdf

https://ns2.kelisto.es/gacor1-03/files?dataid=cUR23-0532&title=american-poets-1850s.pdf
https://ns2.kelisto.es/algebra-suggest-010/files?dataid=KPr08-7317&title=what-does-product-mean-in-algebra.pdf
https://ns2.kelisto.es/algebra-suggest-010/files?dataid=KPr08-7317&title=what-does-product-mean-in-algebra.pdf


  american poets 1850s: American Literature from 1600 Through the 1850s Adam
Augustyn Assistant Manager and Assistant Editor, Literature, 2010-08-15 Traces the progress of the
written word as America was evolving as a nation.
  american poets 1850s: A History of American Magazines: 1741-1850 Frank Luther Mott,
1938 The five volumes of A History of American Magazines constitute a unique cultural history of
America, viewed through the pages and pictures of her periodicals from the publication of the first
monthly magazine in 1741 through the golden age of magazines in the twentieth century--Page 4 of
cover.
  american poets 1850s: The Rise of New Media 1750–1850 Julia Straub, 2017-05-22 This
monograph explores transatlantic literary culture by tracing the proliferation of ‘new media,’ such as
the anthology, the literary history and the magazine, in the period between 1750 and 1850. The
fast-paced media landscape out of which these publishing genres developed produced the need of a
‘memory of literature’ and a concomitant rhetoric of remembering strikingly similar to what today is
called a cultural memory debate. Thus, rather than depicting the emergence of an American national
literature, The Rise of New Media(1750–1850) combines impulses from media history, the history of
print, the sociology of literature and canon theory to uncover nascent forms and genres of literary
self-reflectivity and early stirrings of a canon debate in the Atlantic World.
  american poets 1850s: French Criticism of American Literature Before 1850 Harold Elmer
Mantz, 1917
  american poets 1850s: The Cambridge Companion to American Poets Mark Richardson,
2015-10-15 This Companion brings together essays on some fifty-four American poets, from Anne
Bradstreet to contemporary performance poetry. This book also examines such movements in
American poetry as modernism, the Harlem (or New Negro) Renaissance, confessional poetry, the
Black Mountain School, the New York School, the Beats, and L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E poetry.
  american poets 1850s: African American Literature in Transition, 1830–1850: Volume 3
Benjamin Fagan, 2021-05-13 This volume charts the ways in which African American literature
fosters transitions between material cultures and contexts from 1830 to 1850, and showcases work
that explores how African American literature and lived experiences shaped one another. Chapters
focus on the interplay between pivotal political and social events, including emancipation in the
West Indies, the Irish Famine, and the Fugitive Slave Act, and key African American cultural
productions, such as the poetry of Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, the writings of David Walker, and
the genre of the Slave Narrative. Chapters also examine the relationship between African American
literature and a variety of institutions including, the press, and the post office. The chapters are
grouped together in three sections, each of which is focused on transitions within a particular
geographic scale: the local, the national, and the transnational. Taken together, they offer a crucial
account of how African Americans used the written word to respond to and drive the events and
institutions of the 1830s, 1840s, and beyond.
  american poets 1850s: Encyclopedia of the Romantic Era 1760-1850 Christopher John
Murray, 2013-05-13 In 850 analytical articles, this two-volume set explores the developments that
influenced the profound changes in thought and sensibility during the second half of the eighteenth
century and the first half of the nineteenth century. The Encyclopedia provides readers with a clear,
detailed, and accurate reference source on the literature, thought, music, and art of the period,
demonstrating the rich interplay of international influences and cross-currents at work; and to
explore the many issues raised by the very concepts of Romantic and Romanticism.
  american poets 1850s: General Catalogue 1850 to 1920 Colgate Rochester Divinity School,
1920
  american poets 1850s: 1841-1850 John Bach McMaster, 1914
  american poets 1850s: Literary Publishing in America, 1790-1850 William Charvat,
2016-11-11 No detailed description available for Literary Publishing in America, 1790-1850.
  american poets 1850s: Native Americans and Anglo-American Culture, 1750-1850 Tim
Fulford, Kevin Hutchings, 2009-06-04 This book explains how complex relationships between



Britons, Native Americans and Anglo-Americans shaped eighteenth- and nineteenth-century culture.
  american poets 1850s: Catalogue of the Maine State Library 1850 Maine State Library, Abner
Oakes, 1850
  american poets 1850s: The Golden Age of Black Nationalism, 1850-1925 Wilson Jeremiah
Moses, 1988 Discusses the work of Crummell, DuBois, Douglass, and Washington, looks at the
literature of Black nationalism, and identifies trends and goals of Black Americans.
  american poets 1850s: Catalogues of Items for Auction by Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson
& Hodge, 1850-1880 , 1867
  american poets 1850s: General Catalogue [from] 1850 .. Together with the Historical
Discourse Delivered as a Part of the Semi-centennial Exercises , 1920
  american poets 1850s: The Philadelphia Magazines and Their Contributors, 1741-1850
Albert H. Smyth, 1892
  american poets 1850s: Hawthorne's Reading, 1828-1850 Marion L. Kesselring, 1975 An
indispensable source for an understanding of what Hawthorne read during more than twenty years.
An introductory essay summarized the areas in which Hawthorne's interests were traced & sheds
light on his reading habits & the workings of the Salem Athenaeum.
  american poets 1850s: The Political Work of Northern Women Writers and the Civil
War, 1850-1872 Lyde Cullen Sizer, 2003-06-19 This volume explores the lives and works of nine
Northern women who wrote during the Civil War period, examining the ways in which, through their
writing, they engaged in the national debates of the time. Lyde Sizer shows that from the 1850
publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin through Reconstruction, these women, as well as a larger mosaic
of lesser-known writers, used their mainstream writings publicly to make sense of war, womanhood,
Union, slavery, republicanism, heroism, and death. Among the authors discussed are Lydia Maria
Child, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Sara Willis Parton (Fanny Fern), Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, Mrs.
E. D. E. N. Southworth, Mary Abigail Dodge (Gail Hamilton), Louisa May Alcott, Rebecca Harding
Davis, and Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. Although direct political or partisan power was denied to
women, these writers actively participated in discussions of national issues through their
sentimental novels, short stories, essays, poetry, and letters to the editor. Sizer pays close attention
to how these mostly middle-class women attempted to create a “rhetoric of unity,” giving common
purpose to women despite differences in class, race, and politics. This theme of unity was ultimately
deployed to establish a white middle-class standard of womanhood, meant to exclude as well as
include.
  american poets 1850s: Eliakim Doolittle (1772-1850) and Timothy Olmsted (1759-1848)
Maxine Fawcett-Yeske, Karl Kroeger, 2018-12-07 This volume brings together 79 sacred tunes by
two Connecticut composers: Eliakim Doolittle, who wrote psalm and fuging tunes in an
unpretentious, familiar idiom, and Timothy Olmsted, who wrote psalm tunes in a more sophisticated,
florid musical style. This final edition in the Music of the New American Nation series includes a
comprehensive index of tune names and first lines for all fifteen volumes.
  american poets 1850s: As Good as it Gets Simon Nolan, 1915 A hilarious novel about the
ultimate fantasy for anyone who has never been afraid to admit they inhaled!
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