allen guelzo politics

allen guelzo politics represents a significant intersection between
historical scholarship and contemporary political discourse. Allen Guelzo, a
renowned historian specializing in American history, particularly the Civil
War and Abraham Lincoln, offers insights that often resonate within political
discussions and debates. His analyses frequently explore themes of
governance, ideology, and moral philosophy, which contribute to a deeper
understanding of political dynamics both past and present. This article
examines Allen Guelzo’s engagement with politics, highlighting his scholarly
contributions, perspectives on political ideologies, and impact on public
discourse. By exploring his work, readers gain an appreciation for how
historical context shapes current political thought. The following sections
will address Guelzo’s academic background, his interpretations of political
history, his influence on modern political debates, and his role in shaping
conservative political thought.

Academic Background and Expertise of Allen Guelzo

Allen Guelzo’s Interpretations of Political History

e Tmpact of Allen Guelzo on Contemporary Political Discourse

Allen Guelzo and Conservative Political Thought

Public Engagements and Writings on Politics

Academic Background and Expertise of Allen
Guelzo

Allen Guelzo is a distinguished American historian whose expertise centers on
the Civil War era, Abraham Lincoln, and 19th-century American political
history. He holds a Ph.D. in history and has served as a professor at
multiple institutions, contributing extensively to scholarly research and
public understanding of American political development. His academic
background provides a strong foundation for his analyses of political
ideologies and historical governance.

Educational Qualifications

Guelzo completed advanced degrees in history, focusing on American political
and intellectual history. His rigorous academic training enables him to
approach political topics with scholarly precision and depth.

Professional Roles and Contributions

Throughout his career, Guelzo has held positions that allowed him to research
and teach American history, emphasizing the political contexts of the Civil
War. His numerous publications demonstrate a commitment to exploring the



political and moral complexities of historical events.

Allen Guelzo’'s Interpretations of Political
History

Central to allen guelzo politics is his interpretation of political history,
especially regarding the causes and consequences of the Civil War. Guelzo’s
work often challenges simplified narratives and encourages nuanced
understanding of political ideologies and leadership during critical periods.

Analysis of Abraham Lincoln’s Political Philosophy

Guelzo extensively analyzes Lincoln’s political thought, portraying him as a
pragmatic yet principled leader. He emphasizes Lincoln’s commitment to the
Union and the abolition of slavery as intertwined political goals shaped by
constitutional and moral considerations.

Views on Slavery and Political Conflict

Guelzo presents the political conflict over slavery as a complex interplay of
ideology, economics, and constitutional law. His scholarship highlights how
these factors influenced political parties, electoral politics, and national
governance during the 19th century.

Impact of Allen Guelzo on Contemporary
Political Discourse

Allen Guelzo’s work extends beyond academia into contemporary political
conversations, where historical perspectives inform discussions on
governance, civil rights, and political ideology. His interpretations provide
frameworks for understanding current political challenges through a
historical lens.

Contributions to Political Education

Guelzo’s lectures, books, and essays serve as educational tools that help
politicians, scholars, and the public grasp the historical roots of political
issues. His clear articulation of complex historical events fosters informed
political debate.

Influence on Political Commentary

His analyses often appear in political commentary, where he provides context
for debates related to constitutionalism, federalism, and political morality.
This influence reinforces the importance of historical knowledge in shaping
political opinions.



Allen Guelzo and Conservative Political Thought

Allen Guelzo is frequently associated with conservative intellectual circles
due to his emphasis on constitutional originalism and American
exceptionalism. His perspectives align with conservative approaches to
interpreting history and politics, particularly regarding the preservation of
constitutional principles.

Emphasis on Constitutional Originalism

Guelzo advocates for understanding the U.S. Constitution based on the
framers’ original intent, a stance commonly embraced by conservative
scholars. This approach informs his critiques of modern political
developments that he views as departures from foundational principles.

Promotion of American Exceptionalism

His writings often celebrate America’s unique political heritage and the
moral leadership exemplified by figures like Lincoln. This viewpoint
underlines the belief in the nation’s special role in promoting liberty and
justice.

Public Engagements and Writings on Politics

Beyond academic publications, Allen Guelzo actively participates in public
discourse through lectures, essays, and media appearances. These engagements
allow him to reach broader audiences and influence public understanding of
political history and its relevance today.

Books and Essays Addressing Political Themes

Guelzo’s books often intertwine historical narrative with political analysis,
making complex issues accessible and engaging. His essays frequently address
contemporary political questions, drawing lessons from history to inform
current debates.

Lectures and Media Participation

He regularly delivers lectures and participates in panel discussions that
explore the intersections of history and politics. These public forums
provide platforms for disseminating his views on political governance,
leadership, and constitutional issues.

Key Themes in Allen Guelzo’'s Political Analysis

Several recurring themes characterize allen guelzo politics, reflecting his
comprehensive approach to understanding political dynamics.

e Moral Leadership: The importance of ethical considerations in political



decision-making.

e Constitutional Integrity: Upholding the principles of the U.S.
Constitution as a guiding framework.

e Historical Context: Using history to inform and contextualize modern
political issues.

e Federalism and Union: The balance between state and federal powers and
the significance of national unity.

e Political Ideology: Exploration of the ideological foundations that
shape political parties and policies.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Allen Guelzo and what is his role in politics?

Allen Guelzo is a prominent American historian and scholar known for his
expertise on the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln. While he is not a politician,
his work often intersects with political history and public discourse on
political topics.

What political perspectives does Allen Guel:zo
typically express?

Allen Guelzo is known for his conservative-leaning interpretations of
American history, particularly regarding the Civil War and Lincoln. He often

emphasizes the importance of constitutional principles and the moral
complexities of political decisions during that era.

Has Allen Guelzo been involved in any recent
political debates or discussions?

Allen Guelzo frequently participates in public lectures, debates, and media
appearances where he discusses historical context relevant to current
political issues, such as federalism, civil rights, and the legacy of Abraham
Lincoln.

What is Allen Guelzo's stance on modern political
movements?

While Allen Guelzo primarily focuses on historical analysis, he has commented
on modern political movements by drawing parallels with historical events,
often advocating for a nuanced understanding of political change and the
importance of historical context.

How does Allen Guelzo's scholarship influence
contemporary political thought?

Guelzo's scholarship provides a detailed and researched perspective on key



moments in American political history, influencing contemporary political
thought by informing debates on government power, civil rights, and national
identity.

Where can I find Allen Guelzo's writings or talks
related to politics?

Allen Guelzo's writings can be found in books, academic journals, and online
articles. He also delivers talks and participates in panel discussions
available on platforms like YouTube, university websites, and podcasts
focusing on history and politics.

Additional Resources

1. Lincoln and the Politics of Abolition

This book explores Allen Guelzo's analysis of Abraham Lincoln's political
strategies aimed at ending slavery. It delves into Lincoln's nuanced approach
to abolition, balancing moral imperatives with political realities. Guelzo
presents Lincoln as a pragmatic leader whose policies evolved in response to
the turbulent political landscape of his time.

2. The Conservative Foundations of American Politics

In this work, Guelzo examines the roots of American conservatism and its
influence on the nation’s political development. He traces how conservative
principles have shaped governance and political discourse from the founding
era to the modern day. The book offers insights into the enduring tension
between progressivism and conservatism in U.S. politics.

3. Politics and the Civil War: A Study in Political Leadership

Guelzo analyzes the critical political decisions and leadership styles that
defined the Civil War era. The book highlights the challenges faced by
political figures in maintaining unity and managing conflicting interests.
Through detailed case studies, Guelzo illustrates how politics influenced
military and social outcomes during the conflict.

4. The Political Theology of the Founding Fathers

This book investigates the religious and philosophical ideas that shaped the
political ideologies of America's Founding Fathers. Guelzo discusses how
these beliefs informed the Constitution and early American political
institutions. The work sheds light on the interplay between theology and
politics in the nation’s origins.

5. Reconstruction and the Politics of Reconciliation

Guelzo offers a comprehensive overview of the political struggles during the
Reconstruction era following the Civil War. The book examines efforts to
reconcile the North and South while addressing the rights of newly freed
African Americans. It provides a critical assessment of the successes and
failures of Reconstruction policies.

6. The Politics of Memory: How History Shapes American Identity

This title explores the role of historical memory in American political
culture. Guelzo discusses how collective remembrance and interpretation of
past events influence political ideologies and public policy. The book
emphasizes the power of history in shaping national identity and political
debates.

7. Slavery, Freedom, and Political Thought in Antebellum America



Guelzo investigates the complex political discourse surrounding slavery and
freedom before the Civil War. The book analyzes the competing ideologies and
political movements that defined the era. It highlights how these debates set
the stage for the eventual conflict and transformation of American politics.

8. Political Leadership and Moral Conviction in American History

This book focuses on the interplay between ethical beliefs and political
decision-making throughout U.S. history. Guelzo presents case studies of
leaders who navigated moral dilemmas in times of crisis. The work underscores
the significance of personal conviction in shaping political outcomes.

9. Federalism and Political Power in the Early Republic

Guelzo examines the development of federalism and its impact on political
authority in the early United States. The book discusses debates over state
versus federal power and their implications for governance. It provides a
detailed account of how these early political conflicts influenced the
trajectory of American democracy.
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allen guelzo politics: Abraham Lincoln Allen C. Guelzo, 1999 This biography of the sixteenth
president explores Lincoln's life and political career along with insights into his philosophy, religious
views, and moral character.

allen guelzo politics: Lincoln and Douglas Allen C. Guelzo, 2008 fill in

allen guelzo politics: Abraham Lincoln, 2nd Edition Allen C. Guelzo, 2022-11-08 The story of
Abraham Lincoln’s faith and intellectual life—updated and revised with a new preface—from the
three-time winner of the Lincoln Prize and best-selling Civil War-era historian Allen Guelzo. Allen
Guelzo’s peerless account of America’s most celebrated president explores the role of ideas in
Lincoln’s life, treating him as a serious thinker deeply involved in the nineteenth-century debates
over politics, religion, and culture. Through masterful and original scholarly work, Guelzo relates the
outward events of Lincoln’s life to his inner spiritual struggles and sets them both against the
intellectual backdrop of his age. The sixteenth president emerges as a creative yet profoundly
paradoxical man—possessed of deep moral and religious character yet without adherence to
organized religion. Since its original publication in 1999, Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President has
garnered numerous accolades, not least the prestigious Lincoln Prize. After writing several other
acclaimed studies of Lincoln and other aspects of Civil War-era history, Guelzo returns to update
this important early work for a second edition. A new preface addresses the developments in Lincoln
scholarship in the years since the book’s original publication and offers Guelzo’s fascinating
retrospective look at the unusual path he took to becoming a Lincoln scholar.

allen guelzo politics: Abraham Lincoln as a Man of Ideas Allen C. Guelzo, 2016-12-29 Despite
the most meager of formal educations, Lincoln had a tremendous intellectual curiosity that drove
him into the circle of Enlightenment philosophy and democratic political ideology. And from these,
Lincoln developed a set of political convictions that guided him throughout his life and his
presidency. This compilation of ten essays from Lincoln scholar Allen C. Guelzo uncovers the hidden
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sources of Lincoln’s ideas and examines the beliefs that directed his career and brought an end to
slavery and the Civil War.

allen guelzo politics: The Political Ethics of Public Service Vera Vogelsang-Coombs,
2016-05-05 This book provides a defense of democratic politics in American public service and offers
the political ethics of public service as a realistic and optimistic alternative to the cynical American
view toward politics and public service. The author’s alternative helps career public servants regain
public trust by exercising constitutionally centered moral and political leadership that balances the
regime values of liberty and equality in governing American society while contributing to the ethical
progress of the nation. She identifies three distinct leadership styles of political ethics, enabling
career public servants to reconcile their personal loyalties, morality, and consciences with the public
and private morality of American society and their constitutional obligations to secure the
democratic freedoms of Americans. Recognizing career public servants’ moral and institutional
struggles, the book proposes a rigorous leadership development program to acclimate individuals to
workplace psychological, moral, and political challenges. The view offered here is that career public
servants must be a part of, rather than isolated from, American politics to be effective on the job.

allen guelzo politics: Political Religion Beyond Totalitarianism J. Augusteijn, P. Dassen, M.
Janse, 2013-01-29 The success of fascist and communist regimes has long been explained by their
ability to turn political ideology into a type of religion. These innovative essays explore the notion
that all forms of modern mass-politics, including democracies, need a form of sacralization to
function.

allen guelzo politics: Politics and Culture of the Civil War Era Robert Walter Johannsen, 2006
Robert W. Johannsen, professor emeritus of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, is one of
the leading Jacksonian- and Civil War-era historians of his generation. Works such as his Stephen A.
Douglas and To the Halls of the Montezumas have cemented his place in period scholarship. He also
has mentored literally dozens of professional historians. In his honor, eleven of his students have
gathered to contribute new essays on the period's history. On display here are cutting-edge
examinations of thought and culture in the late Jacksonian era, new considerations of Manifest
Destiny, and fascinating interpretations of the lives of the two political giants of the period, Stephen
A. Douglas and Abraham Lincoln. Democratic Party politics and Civil War-era religion also come into
play.

allen guelzo politics: A Political History of the USA Bruce Kuklick, 2019-09-27 This book is an
engaging account of US history from the first European contact with the 'New World' to the election
of Donald Trump in 2016. Bruce Kuklick's straightforward yet authoritative narrative takes students
through the complexities of US history without oversimplifying of requiring prior knowledge. Placing
politics in the context of religious culture and exploring America's assertive expansion throughout
history, A Political History of the USA is supported by wide-ranging examples, vivid extracts from
primary sources, maps and illustrations which illuminate the main text. The historical narrative it
presents is concise, nuanced and sharply drawn. Offering a compelling yet balanced account of US
political, cultural and religious history, this is essential reading for undergraduate students of
History and American Studies. New to this Edition: - More emphasis on the religious dimensions of
the American story, explaining the continuing relevance of evangelical Christians - A new chapter on
the period since 2008 - Incorporation of new research - Discussion of the paradox of modernism and
religion in America - A revised bibliography, including more 'classic’' works

allen guelzo politics: Melville's Maritime Politics David Mence, 2025-10-10 Reading his works
in dialogue with Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau and Kant, Melville's Maritime Politics:
Enlightenment at Sea offers a new account of Herman Melville (1819-1891) as a major figure in the
history of American political thought. Tracing the ship of state metaphor throughout Melville's
oeuvre, it charts the evolution of his views on the theory and practice of American democracy,
beginning with the Romantic Federalism of Typee and Omoo and ending in the tragic pragmatism of
Battle-Pieces and Billy Budd, Sailor.

allen guelzo politics: The Political Thought of the Civil War Alan Levine, Thomas W. Merrill,



James R. Stoner, Jr., 2019-08-08 Why does the Civil War still speak to us so powerfully? If we listen
to the most thoughtful, forceful, and passionate voices of that day we find that many of the questions
at the heart of that conflict are also central to the very idea of America—and that many of them
remain unresolved in our own time. The Political Thought of the Civil War offers us the opportunity
to pursue these questions from a new, critical perspective as leading scholars of American political
science, history, and literature engage in some of the crucial debates of the Civil War era—and in
the process illuminate more clearly the foundation and fault lines of the American regime. The
essays in this volume use practical dilemmas of the Civil War to reveal and probe fundamental
questions about the status of slavery and race in the American founding, the tension between
moralism and constitutionalism, and the problem of creating and sustaining a multiracial society on
the basis of the original principles of the American regime. Adopting a deliberative approach, the
authors revisit the words and deeds of the most important political actors of era, from William Lloyd
Garrison, John C. Calhoun, and Abraham Lincoln to Alexander Stephens and Frederick Douglass,
with reference to the American Founders and the architects of Reconstruction. The essays in this
volume consider the difficult choices each of these figures made, the specific problems they were
responding to, and the consequences of those choices. As this book exposes and explores the
theoretical principles at play within their historical context, it also offers vivid reminders of how the
great controversies surrounding the Civil War continue to shape American political life to this day.

allen guelzo politics: The Soul of Politics Glenn Ellmers, 2023-10-17 WITH A NEW PREFACE
BY THE AUTHOR Harry V. Jaffa (1918-2015), professor at Claremont McKenna College and
distinguished fellow of the Claremont Institute, was one of the most influential thinkers of the
twentieth century. His hundreds of students have reached positions of power and prestige
throughout the intellectual and political world, including at the Supreme Court and the Trump White
House. Jaffa authored Barry Goldwater’s famous 1964 Republican Convention speech, which
declared, “Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. And moderation in the pursuit of justice is
no virtue.” William F. Buckley, Jaffa’s close friend and a key figure in shaping the modern
conservative movement, wrote, “If you think it is hard arguing with Harry Jaffa, try agreeing with
him.” His widely acclaimed book Crisis of the House Divided: An Interpretation of the Issues in the
Lincoln-Douglas Debates (1959) was the first scholarly work to treat Abraham Lincoln as a serious
philosophical thinker. As the earliest protégé of the controversial scholar Leo Strauss, Jaffa used his
theoretical insights to argue that the United States is the “best regime” in principle. He saw the
American Revolution and the Civil War as world-historical events that revealed the true nature of
politics. Statesmanship, constitutional government, and the virtues of republican citizenship are keys
to unlocking the most important truths of political philosophy. Jaffa’s student, Glenn Ellmers, was
given complete access to Jaffa’s private papers at Hillsdale College to produce the first
comprehensive examination of his teacher’s vast body of work. In addition to Lincoln and the
founding fathers, the book shares Jaffa’s profound insights into Aristotle, William Shakespeare,
Winston Churchill, and more.

allen guelzo politics: Politics for the Greatest Good Clarke Forsythe, 2010-06 With a
level-headed voice, leading policy strategist Clarke Forsythe speaks clearly into the fray of political
striving. Here he campaigns for a recovery of a rich understanding of the virtue of prudence, and for
its application by policymakers and citizens to contemporary public policy. As Forsythe explains,
prudence, in its classical sense, is the ability to apply wisdom to right action. In this book he
explores the importance of applying the principles of prudence--taking account of limitations in a
world of constraints and striving to achieve the greatest measure of justice under current
circumstances--to the realm of politics, especially that of bioethics. In particular, Forsythe applies
these concepts to the ongoing debate among pro-life advocates regarding gradual versus radical
change as the most effective way to achieve political and legislative goals. Drawing on the Bible,
philosophy, and the wisdom of historical figures such as Abraham Lincoln and William Wilberforce,
he makes a strong case for a strategy of seeking to achieve the maximal change possible at a given
time--or political prudence. As such, it has broad implications for political scientists and strategists



both within and beyond the pro-life context.

allen guelzo politics: Politics and America in Crisis Michael Green, 2009-12-30 This book
unravels the political developments that made the Civil War unavoidable. Politics and America in
Crisis: The Coming of the Civil War examines the developments between 1846 and 1861 that pushed
the nation to war to see what they reveal about the North, the South, the people leading them, and
the issues separating them. As shown here, in the decade and a half before the actual outbreak of
the war, the mostly southern Democratic Party's fortunes veered from a presidential election victory
in 1852 to the shocking loss of Abraham Lincoln in 1860—an event that marked the coming of age of
the young antislavery Republican Party. In examining that sharp reversal, Politics and America in
Crisis covers a wide range of key events, including efforts to ban slavery in territories won in the
Mexican-American War, the Dred Scott decision, and John Brown's raids.

allen guelzo politics: The “New-Age America” & President Trump’S Invisible Politics in
World Governance Ph.D, 2018-02-19 This book is a policy-review piece. It strives to review some
long-standing and herculean issues of concerns within the United States and around the world. It
attempts a realistic second look into a few of the delicate and hellacious questions of governance
that nations around the world are currently confronted with in this dispensation. It puts special
focus on the realistic examination of some of the difficult choices the United States has made under
president Donald Trumps administration. More important is the responsibility to pragmatically
recritic some of the policy decisions made, which hosts of oppositions have considered murderous
going by the various campaigns and reactions against such stance. The book is no doubt a narrative
of concerns for the future of America and, indeed, the global world. It, among other topics, looks into
matters of security, international relations and/or international politics, religion, and insurgency and
critically attempts a commonsensical discussion on the major problem of immigration and migration.
These are among the major issues that have created a lot of brouhaha and hullabaloo within the
polity in recent times, especially considering the hardnose disposition of the forty-fifth president of
the United States on these matters. In sincere loyalty to truism, this book strives in its analysis to
sever itself from the popular mistakes of placing individual benefits above the sociosecurity risks and
the future of a nation.

allen guelzo politics: The Political Thought of Frederick Douglass Nicholas Buccola, 2013-07
Frederick Douglass, one of the most prominent figures in African-American and United States
history, was born a slave, but escaped to the North and became a well-known anti-slavery activist,
orator, and author. In The Political Thought of Frederick Douglass, Nicholas Buccola provides an
important and original argument about the ideas that animated this reformer-statesman. Beyond his
role as an abolitionist, Buccola argues for the importance of understanding Douglass as a political
thinker who provides deep insights into the immense challenge of achieving and maintaining the
liberal promise of freedom. Douglass, Buccola contends, shows us that the language of rights must
be coupled with a robust understanding of social responsibility in order for liberal ideals to be
realized. Truly an original American thinker, this book highlights Douglass's rightful place among
the great thinkers in the American liberal tradition.--Pub. website.

allen guelzo politics: The Politicians and the Egalitarians: The Hidden History of
American Politics Sean Wilentz, 2016-05-17 One of our most eminent historians reminds us of the
commanding role party politics has played in America’s enduring struggle against economic
inequality. “There are two keys to unlocking the secrets of American politics and American political
history.” So begins The Politicians & the Egalitarians, Princeton historian Sean Wilentz’s bold new
work of history. First, America is built on an egalitarian tradition. At the nation’s founding,
Americans believed that extremes of wealth and want would destroy their revolutionary experiment
in republican government. Ever since, that idea has shaped national political conflict and scored
major egalitarian victories—from the Civil War and Progressive eras to the New Deal and the Great
Society—along the way. Second, partisanship is a permanent fixture in America, and America is the
better for it. Every major egalitarian victory in United States history has resulted neither from
abandonment of partisan politics nor from social movement protests but from a convergence of



protest and politics, and then sharp struggles led by principled and effective party politicians. There
is little to be gained from the dream of a post-partisan world. With these two insights Sean Wilentz
offers a crystal-clear portrait of American history, told through politicians and egalitarians including
Thomas Paine, Abraham Lincoln, and W. E. B. Du Bois—a portrait that runs counter to current
political and historical thinking. As he did with his acclaimed The Rise of American Democracy,
Wilentz once again completely transforms our understanding of this nation’s political and moral
character.

allen guelzo politics: Abraham Lincoln’s Statesmanship and the Limits of Liberal Democracy
Jon D. Schaff, 2019-07-03 This bold, groundbreaking study of American political development
assesses the presidency of Abraham Lincoln through the lenses of governmental power, economic
policy, expansion of executive power, and natural rights to show how Lincoln not only believed in the
limitations of presidential power but also dedicated his presidency to restraining the scope and
range of it. Though Lincoln’s presidency is inextricably linked to the Civil War, and he is best known
for his defense of the Union and executive wartime leadership, Lincoln believed that Congress
should be at the helm of public policy making. Likewise, Lincoln may have embraced limited
government in vague terms, but he strongly supported effective rule of law and distribution of
income and wealth. Placing the Lincoln presidency within a deeper and more meaningful historical
context, Abraham Lincoln’s Statesmanship and the Limits of Liberal Democracy highlights Lincoln’s
significance in the development of American power institutions and social movement politics. Using
Lincoln’s prepresidential and presidential words and actions, this book argues that decent
government demands a balance of competing goods and the strong statesmanship that Lincoln
exemplified. Instead of relying too heavily on the will of the people and institutional solutions to help
prevent tyranny, Jon D. Schaff proposes that American democracy would be better served by a
moderate and prudential statesmanship such as Lincoln’s, which would help limit democratic
excesses. Schaff explains how Lincoln’s views on prudence, moderation, natural rights, and
economics contain the notion of limits, then views Lincoln’s political and presidential leadership
through the same lens. He compares Lincoln’s views on governmental powers with the defense of
unlimited government by twentieth-century progressives and shows how Lincoln’s theory of labor
anticipated twentieth-century distributist economic thought. Schaff’s unique exploration falls
squarely between historians who consider Lincoln a protoprogressive and those who say his
presidency was a harbinger of industrialized, corporatized America. In analyzing Lincoln’s approach,
Abraham Lincoln’s Statesmanship and the Limits of Liberal Democracy rejects the idea he was a
revolutionary statesman and instead lifts up Lincoln’s own affinity for limited presidential power,
making the case for a modest approach to presidential power today based on this understanding of
Lincoln’s statesmanship. As a counterpoint to the contemporary landscape of bitter, uncivil politics,
Schaff points to Lincoln’s statesmanship as a model for better ways of engaging in politics in a
democracy.

allen guelzo politics: Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy Nicholas Buccola,
2016-03-14 Though Abraham Lincoln was not a political philosopher per se, in word and in deed he
did grapple with many of the most pressing and timeless questions in politics. What is the moral
basis of popular sovereignty? What are the proper limits on the will of the majority? When and why
should we revere the law? What are we to do when the letter of the law is at odds with what we
believe justice requires? How is our devotion to a particular nation related to our commitment to
universal ideals? What is the best way to protect the right to liberty for all people? The contributors
to this volume, a methodologically and ideologically diverse group of scholars, examine Lincoln's
responses to these and other ultimate questions in politics. The result is a fascinating portrait of not
only Abraham Lincoln but also the promises and paradoxes of liberal democracy. The basic liberal
democratic idea is that individual liberty is best secured by a democratic political order that treats
all citizens as equals before the law and is governed by the law, with its limits on how the state may
treat its citizens and on how citizens may treat one another. Though wonderfully coherent in theory,
these ideas prove problematic in real-world politics. The authors of this volume approach Lincoln as



the embodiment of this paradox--naturally antislavery yet unflinchingly committed to defending
proslavery laws; defender of the common man but troubled by the excesses of democracy; devoted to
the idea of equal natural rights yet unable to imagine a harmonoius, interracial democracy.
Considering Lincoln as he attempted to work out the meaning and coherence of the liberal
democratic project in practice, these authors craft a profile of the 16th president's political thought
from a variety of perspectives and through multiple lenses. Together their essays create the first
fully-dimensional portrait of Abraham Lincoln as a political actor, expressing, addressing, and
reframing the perennial questions of liberal democracy for his time and our own.

allen guelzo politics: American Politicians Confront the Court Stephen M. Engel,
2011-06-13 Politicians have long questioned, or even been openly hostile to, the legitimacy of
judicial authority, but that authority seems to have become more secure over time. What explains
the recurrence of hostilities and yet the security of judicial power? Addressing this question anew,
Stephen Engel points to the gradual acceptance of dissenting views of the Constitution, that is, the
legitimacy and loyalty of stable opposition. Politicians' changing perception of the threat posed by
opposition influenced how manipulations of judicial authority took shape. Engel's book brings our
understanding of these manipulations into line with other developments, such as the establishment
of political parties, the acceptance of loyal opposition, the development of different modes of
constitutional interpretation and the emergence of rights-based pluralism.

allen guelzo politics: Rhetoric, Materiality, & Politics Barbara A. Biesecker, John Louis
Lucaites, 2009 Rhetoric, Materiality, and Politics explores the relationship between rhetoric's
materiality and the social world in the late modern political context. Taking as their point of
departure a reprint of Michael Calvin McGee's 1982 call to reconceptualize rhetoric as the palpable
+experience; of sociality, the authors in this volume grapple anew with the role of communication
practices in contemporary collective life. Drawing upon the work of Michel Foucault, Jacques Lacan,
and Jacques Derrida, these twelve original essays supplement, extend, and challenge McGee's
position, collectively advocating on behalf of a shift in theoretical and critical attention from
rhetorical materialism to rhetoric's materiality. --Book Jacket.
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