
anatomical directional terms worksheet
anatomical directional terms worksheet is a valuable educational resource
designed to help students and professionals in the medical and biological
sciences master the fundamental language of anatomy. This worksheet typically
includes exercises and diagrams that reinforce the understanding of
directional terms used to describe locations and relationships between
different parts of the body. By engaging with an anatomical directional terms
worksheet, learners can enhance their spatial awareness and improve
communication accuracy within clinical and academic settings. The worksheet
often covers terms such as anterior, posterior, medial, lateral, proximal,
distal, superior, and inferior, among others. These terms are essential for
interpreting medical imaging, performing physical examinations, and
documenting anatomical observations. This article will explore the
importance, common content, and effective use of an anatomical directional
terms worksheet, followed by practical strategies for educators and students
to maximize learning outcomes.
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Understanding Anatomical Directional Terms
Grasping anatomical directional terms is fundamental for accurately
describing the positions of structures within the human body. These terms
provide a standardized language that enables healthcare professionals and
students to communicate clearly and avoid misunderstandings. Directional
terms are relative, meaning they describe the location of one body part in
relation to another, which is crucial when examining or discussing anatomy.

Basic Directional Terms
Basic directional terms include anterior (front), posterior (back), superior
(above), inferior (below), medial (toward the midline), and lateral (away
from the midline). These terms form the foundation of anatomical vocabulary
and are frequently used in both educational and clinical contexts.
Understanding these terms allows learners to locate and describe anatomical



structures precisely.

Additional Directional Terms
Beyond the basic terms, there are others such as proximal and distal, which
refer to locations nearer to or farther from the point of attachment or
origin, respectively. Terms like superficial and deep describe relative depth
within the body. Mastery of these directional terms is essential for
interpreting complex anatomical relationships and procedures.

Components of an Anatomical Directional Terms
Worksheet
An anatomical directional terms worksheet is typically structured to include
definitions, diagrams, and exercises that reinforce the recognition and
application of directional terms. These worksheets serve as interactive tools
that promote active learning through visual and written practice.

Definitions and Terminology
One key component is a list of anatomical directional terms alongside clear
definitions. This section ensures learners have a solid conceptual
understanding before applying the terms in exercises. The definitions are
concise and focus on spatial relationships.

Diagrams and Illustrations
Visual aids like labeled body diagrams and cross-sectional views are integral
to an anatomical directional terms worksheet. These illustrations allow
learners to visualize the terms in context, facilitating better retention and
comprehension. Worksheets may include blank diagrams for labeling or matching
exercises.

Practice Exercises
Exercises may range from multiple-choice questions and fill-in-the-blanks to
matching terms with body parts or describing the relative position of
structures. These activities encourage learners to actively use directional
terminology, solidifying their understanding and ability to communicate
anatomy accurately.



Benefits of Using an Anatomical Directional
Terms Worksheet
Utilizing an anatomical directional terms worksheet offers several
educational advantages, making it an effective tool in anatomy instruction
and review. It supports cognitive development and ensures consistent learning
outcomes.

Enhanced Spatial Awareness
Working with directional terms helps students develop spatial reasoning
skills, which are critical in understanding body organization and function.
This enhanced awareness contributes to better clinical assessments and
anatomical interpretations.

Improved Communication
Mastery of anatomical directional vocabulary improves communication between
healthcare providers, educators, and students. Precise use of terminology
reduces errors and increases the clarity of medical documentation and
instruction.

Active Learning and Retention
Interactive worksheets promote active learning, which is more effective for
retention than passive study methods. Engaging with the material through
exercises and diagrams helps embed the directional terms into long-term
memory.

How to Effectively Use an Anatomical
Directional Terms Worksheet
Maximizing the benefits of an anatomical directional terms worksheet requires
a strategic approach to study and instruction. Proper use can significantly
enhance comprehension and application of anatomical language.

Consistent Practice
Regularly completing worksheets and revisiting the terms ensures continuous
reinforcement of concepts. Repetition solidifies understanding and builds
confidence in using anatomical directional terms.



Integration with Other Learning Tools
Combining worksheets with lectures, textbooks, and digital resources creates
a comprehensive learning environment. This multimodal approach caters to
different learning styles and deepens knowledge.

Group Discussion and Collaboration
Using worksheets in group settings encourages discussion and explanation of
directional terms, further enhancing understanding. Peer interaction can
clarify doubts and provide diverse perspectives on anatomical relationships.

Examples and Practice Exercises
Sample exercises from an anatomical directional terms worksheet illustrate
how learners can apply their knowledge practically. These examples
demonstrate typical question formats and reinforce key concepts.

Fill-in-the-Blank Exercise
Complete the following sentences with the appropriate anatomical directional
term:

The heart is _______ to the lungs.1.

The knee is _______ to the ankle.2.

The skin is _______ to the muscles.3.

The nose is _______ to the ears.4.

The spinal cord is _______ to the stomach.5.

Labeling Diagram Exercise
Identify and label the following directional terms on the provided body
diagram:

Superior

Inferior

Medial



Lateral

Proximal

Distal

Matching Exercise
Match each directional term with the correct definition:

Anterior1.

Posterior2.

Superficial3.

Deep4.

Proximal5.

Distal6.

These examples emphasize the practical application of anatomical directional
terms and support mastery through repeated practice and active engagement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are anatomical directional terms?
Anatomical directional terms are standardized words used to describe
locations and positions on the human body relative to other structures.

Why use anatomical directional terms in a worksheet?
Using anatomical directional terms in a worksheet helps students learn and
accurately describe the positions and relationships of body parts.

What are some common anatomical directional terms
included in a worksheet?
Common terms include superior, inferior, anterior, posterior, medial,
lateral, proximal, and distal.



How does an anatomical directional terms worksheet
help in learning anatomy?
It reinforces understanding of body orientation and spatial relationships by
allowing practice in identifying and labeling body parts using correct
terminology.

Can anatomical directional terms worksheets be used
for different species?
Yes, while primarily designed for human anatomy, directional terms can be
adapted for studying anatomy in other animals with similar body plans.

What is the difference between medial and lateral in
anatomical terms?
Medial refers to a position closer to the midline of the body, while lateral
means farther away from the midline.

How do proximal and distal differ in anatomical
direction?
Proximal refers to a point closer to the trunk or origin of a limb, whereas
distal means farther from the trunk or origin.

Are anatomical directional terms relative or
absolute?
Anatomical directional terms are relative; their meaning depends on the
reference point within the body.

What is the importance of using the anatomical
position when applying directional terms?
Using the anatomical position as a standard reference ensures consistency and
clarity when describing locations on the body.

How can teachers effectively use anatomical
directional terms worksheets in class?
Teachers can use these worksheets for labeling exercises, quizzes, and
interactive activities to help students master anatomical vocabulary and
spatial understanding.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering Anatomical Directional Terms: A Comprehensive Worksheet Guide
This book offers a detailed collection of worksheets designed to help
students understand and apply anatomical directional terms. Each worksheet
includes diagrams and practical exercises that reinforce spatial
relationships in the human body. Ideal for both beginners and advanced
learners, it emphasizes clarity and interactive learning.

2. Anatomical Terminology Made Easy: Directional Terms Worksheets for
Students
A user-friendly resource that breaks down complex anatomical terminology into
simple, digestible worksheets. The book focuses on directional terms such as
anterior, posterior, medial, and lateral, with engaging activities that
promote retention. Perfect for high school and college students studying
anatomy and physiology.

3. Interactive Anatomical Directional Terms Workbook
This workbook features a variety of activities, including labeling diagrams,
matching exercises, and real-life application scenarios. It is designed to
make learning anatomical directions both fun and effective. Teachers will
find it a valuable tool for classroom instruction and assessment.

4. Essential Anatomical Directional Terms: Worksheets and Practice Exercises
Offering a wide range of practice exercises, this book helps learners master
the vocabulary of anatomical directions. It includes clear explanations,
illustrative images, and progressive challenges to build confidence. Suitable
for medical and allied health students preparing for exams.

5. Visual Guide to Anatomical Directional Terms with Worksheets
This guide uses vivid illustrations alongside worksheets to enhance
comprehension of anatomical directions. Each section focuses on different
planes and axes, making it easier to visualize spatial orientation. It’s a
great supplement for visual learners and anatomy instructors.

6. Complete Anatomical Directional Terms Worksheet Collection
An extensive compilation of worksheets covering all major directional terms
in anatomy. The collection includes crosswords, fill-in-the-blanks, and
diagram labeling to cater to diverse learning styles. Students will benefit
from repetitive practice that solidifies their understanding.

7. Applied Anatomy: Directional Terms and Spatial Relationships Worksheets
Focusing on the practical application of anatomical directional terms, this
book integrates clinical scenarios with worksheet activities. It helps
students connect theoretical knowledge with real-world medical contexts. A
helpful resource for nursing and medical technology programs.

8. Foundations of Anatomy: Directional Terms Practice Workbook
This workbook lays a solid foundation in anatomical terminology through
structured practice worksheets. It starts with basic concepts and
progressively introduces more complex directional relationships. Ideal for



introductory anatomy courses and self-study.

9. Anatomical Directional Terms for Health Sciences: Workbook and Reference
Designed specifically for health science students, this workbook combines
reference material with practice worksheets. It covers all essential
directional terms with explanations and visual aids, ensuring thorough
comprehension. A valuable companion for anyone entering the health
professions.
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  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Medical Terminology with Case Studies Katie
Walsh Flanagan, 2024-06-01 Medical Terminology With Case Studies: A Navigated Guide to
Learning for Health Care Professionals, Third Edition, is a fun, engaging, and easy-to-read resource
on medical terminology for allied health students in athletic training, occupational therapy, physical
therapy, and more. Featuring such memorable characters as Skully, the pirate skeleton, and Tango,
his trusty parrot, Medical Terminology With Case Studies contains colorful illustrations throughout
the text along with tear-out worksheets for students at the end of each chapter. The book is
appropriate for students in both college and high school settings. The textbook is divided into three
sections, each one covering key concepts and ideas related to medical terminology: Section I: A
general overview of medical terminology, delving into its uses, purposes, and career-specific
applications across specialties Section II: An in-depth examination of the specific body systems
(musculoskeletal, cardiovascular, respiratory, neurological, gastrointestinal, integumentary,
endocrine, urinary, reproductive, and sensory) and the associated prefixes, suffixes, and combining
forms that go along with them Section III: Appendices, including medical abbreviations, ICD/CPT
medical coding, and pharmacology terms Updated features in the Third Edition include: New terms
throughout Updated graphics throughout New case studies New chapter on health professions
Updated chapter bibliographies Included with the text are online supplemental materials for faculty
use in the classroom. Combining bright, colorful characters with easy-to-read resources, Medical
Terminology With Case Studies: A Navigated Guide toLearning for Health Care Professionals, Third
Edition, is an invaluable terminology guide for allied health students.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Manual of Structural Kinesiology R. T. Floyd, Clem
W. Thompson, 2001 This book provides a straightforward look at human anatomy and its relation to
movement. The text identifies specific muscles and muscle groups and describes exercises for
strengthening and developing those muscles. The Manual of Structural Kinesiology makes important
information readily available to students through a combination of logical presentation and a concise
writing style. (Publisher's Description).
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Fundamental Biomechanics of Sport and Exercise
James Watkins, 2014-03-26 Fundamental Biomechanics of Sport and Exercise is an engaging and
comprehensive introductory textbook that explains biomechanical concepts from first principles,
showing clearly how the science relates to real sport and exercise situations. The book is divided
into two parts. The first provides a clear and detailed introduction to the structure and function of
the human musculoskeletal system and its structural adaptations, essential for a thorough
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understanding of human movement. The second part focuses on the biomechanics of movement,
describing the forces that act on the human body and the effects of those forces on the movement of
the body. Every chapter includes numerous applied examples from sport and exercise, helping the
student to understand how mechanical concepts describe both simple and complex movements, from
running and jumping to pole-vaulting or kicking a football. In addition, innovative worksheets for
field and laboratory work are included that contain clear objectives, a description of method, data
recording sheets, plus a set of exemplary data and worked analysis. Alongside these useful features
are definitions of key terms plus review questions to aid student learning, with detailed solutions
provided for all numerical questions. No other textbook offers such a clear, easy-to-understand
introduction to the fundamentals of biomechanics. This is an essential textbook for any biomechanics
course taken as part of degree programme in sport and exercise science, kinesiology, physical
therapy, sports coaching or athletic training.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Teaching Yoga Mark Stephens, 2011-09-06 THE
FUNDAMENTALS OF YOGA: Discover the history and philosophy of yoga—plus tools for teaching
108 yoga poses, planning and sequencing your yoga classes, and much more. “Will help [yoga]
instructors fine-tune their classroom skills and empower their personal practice.” —Yoga + Joyful
Living Drawing on a wide spectrum of perspectives and featuring more than 150 photographs and
illustrations, Teaching Yoga covers the fundamental topics of yoga for new and experienced yoga
teachers. Inside, you’ll find: • A foundational overview of yoga philosophy and history •
Presentations of yoga classics like Vedas; Upanishads; Bhagavad Gita; Yoga Sutras of Patanjali •
Profiles of the 11 styles of contemporary yoga, including their history and distinguishing elements •
Support and tools for teaching 108 yoga poses, breathing techniques, and meditations • Practical
advice for classroom setup, and planning and sequencing yoga classes • Guidance through the
process of starting and sustaining a career as a yoga teacher • Over 200 bibliographic sources and a
comprehensive index • A useful appendix listing associations, institutes, organizations, and
professional resources Addressing 100% of the teacher training curriculum standards set by Yoga
Alliance—the world’s leading registry and accreditation source for yoga teachers and
schools—Teaching Yoga is the perfect resource for experienced yoga teachers, teachers in training,
and anyone interesed in deepening their understanding of their yoga practice.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Laboratory Manual For Clinical Kinesiology
and Anatomy Lynn S Lippert, Mary Alice Duesterhaus Minor, 2017-04-10 This “hands-on” learning
tool is the perfect complement to the 6th Edition of Clinical Kinesiology and Anatomy! Divided into
three sections, it will help you to prepare for lab, guide you through lab activities, and serve as an
after-lab review that ensures you build a solid knowledge base of kinesiology.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Yoga Adjustments Mark Stephens, 2014-06-03
The quintessential guide to yoga assisting and hands-on teaching, Yoga Adjustments introduces the
art and practice of providing yoga assists to yoga students. Addressing one of the most important
topics in the yoga field, expert yoga instructor and best-selling author Mark Stephens covers the
philosophy of yoga practice, the sensibilities of touch in teaching yoga and improving alignment, the
seven principles of hands-on yoga teaching, and the twenty-five most effective methods of tactile
cueing. An invaluable resource for all yoga teachers, teacher trainers, and serious yoga students,
this book includes a foreword by yoga star Shiva Rea as well as over 850 unique instructional photos
and explanatory captions demonstrating precise ways of guiding a variety of flowing sequences.
Opening with an in-depth discussion of the philosophy of yoga assisting, Part I--Foundations
describes the methods and techniques of giving yoga assistance, with detailed discussions of all of
the elements of yoga assisting including communicating with students, qualities of touch, the five
basic steps of providing hands-on cues, hands-on positioning and stance. Part II--Applications
demonstrates how to assist students in each of over 100 postures in the seven families of asanas
(poses). Each chapter begins with background on an asana family and close consideration of its
foundation asana. Each asana is presented in a two-page spread with photos that show how to give
students effective guidance and support. Part III--Evolution offers thoughts on the further



development of yoga in the twenty-first century.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Laboratory and Field Exercises in Sport and
Exercise Biomechanics James Watkins, 2017-08-07 Laboratory and Field Exercises in Sport and
Exercise Biomechanics is the first book to fully integrate practical work into an introduction to the
fundamental principles of sport and exercise biomechanics. The book concisely and accessibly
introduces the discipline of biomechanics and describes the fundamental methods of analysing and
interpreting biomechanical data, before fully explaining the major concepts underlying linear
kinematics, linear kinetics, angular kinematics, angular kinetics and work, energy and power. To
supplement chapters, the book includes nineteen practical worksheets which are designed to give
students practice in collecting, analysing, and interpreting biomechanical data, as well as report
writing. Each worksheet includes example data and analysis, along with data recording sheets for
use by students to help bring the subject to life. No other book offers students a comparable
opportunity to gain practical, hands-on experience of the core tenets of biomechanics. Laboratory
and Field Exercises in Sport and Exercise Biomechanics is, therefore, an important companion for
any student on a Sport and Exercise Science or Kinesiology undergraduate programme, or for any
instructors delivering introductory biomechanics classes.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Laboratory Manual for Clinical Kinesiology and
Anatomy Mary Alice Minor, Christopher Towler, Lynn S. Lippert, 2022-09-26 Before, during, and
after lab This “hands-on” learning tool is the perfect complement to the 7th Edition of Clinical
Kinesiology and Anatomy! Divided into three sections, it will help you to prepare for lab, guide you
through lab activities, and serve as an after-lab review that ensures you build a solid knowledge base
of kinesiology. Updated, Enhanced, & Revised! Content that reflects the most current information on
the science that is the foundation of kinesiology Expanded! More critical-thinking type questions
Follows the organization of Clinical Kinesiology and Anatomy, 7th Edition, chapter by chapter.
Explores the basic structure and function of the human body, including joints, ligaments, nerves,
blood vessels, bones and bony landmarks, muscle origin and insertion. Provides a simple and clear
presentation of gait and posture. Includes functional anatomy questions to help you understand
where muscles are placed in the body and how they work together. Offers photographs in the
palpations sections to assist in locating muscles and landmarks. Features an analysis of a functional
task in the upper and lower extremity chapters to determine what movements are needed, what
muscles are working, and the type of contractions the muscles are performing. (Each joint of an
extremity is analyzed for the same functional task.)
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Forensic Anthropology Laboratory Manual
Steven N. Byers, Chelsey A. Juarez, 2024-11-11 This manual provides students in academic
laboratory courses with hands-on experience in the major processes of forensic anthropology.
Designed to accompany the textbook Introduction to Forensic Anthropology, sixth edition, the
manual introduces core procedures and protocol, with exercise worksheets to reinforce the
methodologies of forensic anthropology and enhance student comprehension. For the fifth edition,
the manual has been updated in line with the textbook, incorporating new methods, figures, and
worksheets. Each chapter contains explanations of the terminology, osteological features, and
measurements needed to understand each of the topics. New for this edition, in many chapters
students will find the incorporation of QR codes to give them immediate access to relevant video or
website content to assist with the task at hand. In addition, in an attempt to create an inclusive
learning environment, the authors have included online resources for most chapters that can be
used in place of skeletons or other classroom resources so that all students can utilize the lab
manual regardless of their classroom setup. Chapters may be covered in one session or multiple
sessions and include lists of both basic and optional lab materials, enabling instructors to tailor each
lab to the resources they have available.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Summary of Mark Stephens & Mariel
Hemmingway's Teaching Yoga Everest Media,, 2022-03-09T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a
companion version & not the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 Yoga has a rich and complex



history that dates back to the ancient cultures of India. It arose from a combination of spiritual
exploration, philosophical reflection, scientific experimentation, and spontaneous creative
expression. #2 The history of yoga is thousands of years old, and it is believed that the first written
sources on yoga are found in ancient Hindu spiritual texts known as the Vedas. The Rig Veda,
considered by many to be of divine origin, contains hymns that reflect the mystical exploration of
consciousness, being, and connection with the divine. #3 The primary form of meditation in the
Vedic tradition is through mantra, the repetitive singing of certain sounds. The sounds themselves
are put forth by the seers in what is considered a pure form of divine expression. #4 The Upanishads
are a collection of writings on yoga that were written in India during the Vedic period. They believe
in a universal spirit, brahman, and an individual soul, atman. The practices described in the
Upanishads are not similar to what we find in most yoga classes in the Western world today, but
they do shape the language and experience of teaching.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Atlas of Sectional Anatomy P. McGrath, P. Mills,
1985-04-29
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Aquatic Fitness Professional Manual-7th Edition
Aquatic Exercise Association (AEA), 2017-10-12 This is the definitive resource for individuals
preparing for the AEA Aquatic Fitness Professional Certification exam and for anyone leading water
exercise classes.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Mosby's Comprehensive Physical Therapist
Assistant Board Review Shirley J. Brister, 1996 Designed to aid students in the revision process
for board certificates exams in the US, this text assists students of physiotherapy by helping them
examine their own knowledge base and pointing out areas of weakness. It covers topics from
medical terminology to anatomy.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: The Biology Teacher's Survival Guide Michael F.
Fleming, 2015-04-01 This unique resource is packed with novel and innovative ideas and activities
you can put to use immediately to enliven and enrich your teaching of biology, streamline your
classroom management, and free up your time to accomplish the many other tasks teachers
constantly face. For easy use, materials are printed in a big 8 x 11 lay-flat binding that opens flat for
photo-copying of evaluation forms and student activity sheets, and are organized into five distinct
sections: 1. Innovative Classroom Techniques for the Teacher presents technique to help you
stimulate active students participation in the learning process, including an alternative to written
exams ways to increase student responses to questions and discussion topics a student study clinic
mini-course extra credit projects a way to involve students in correcting their own tests and more. 2.
Success-Directed Learning in the Classroom shows how you can easily make your students
accountable for their own learning and eliminate your role of villain in the grading process. 3.
General Classroom Management provides solutions to a variety of management issues, such as
laboratory safety, the student opposed to dissection, student lateness to class, and the chronic
discipline problem, as well as innovative ways to handle such topics as keeping current in
subject-matter content, parent-teacher conferences, preventing burnout, and more. 4. An Inquiry
Approach to Teaching details a very effective approach that allows the students to participate as real
scientist in a classroom atmosphere of inquiry learn as opposed to lab manual cookbook learning. 5.
Sponge Activities gives you 100 reproducible activities you can use at the beginning of, during, or at
the end of class periods. These are presented in a variety of formats and cover a wide range of
biology topics, including the cell classification .. plants animals protists the microphone systems of
the body anatomy physiology genetics and health. And to help you quickly locate appropriate
worksheets in Section 5, all 100 worksheets in the section are listed in alphabetical order in the
Contents, from Algae (Worksheets 5-1) through Vitamins and Minerals (Worksheets 5-100). For the
beginning teacher new to the classroom situation as well as the more wxperienced teacher who may
want a new lease on teaching, Biology Teachers Survival Guide is designed ot bring fun, enjoyment,
and profit to the teacher-student rapport that is called teaching.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Insurance Handbook for the Medical Office Marilyn



Takahashi Fordney, 1994
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: The Anatomical Terminology Vishram Singh,
2014-11-10 The Anatomical Terminology The Anatomical Terminology
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Anatomy Terminology Speedy Publishing,
2014-07-07 Anatomy Terminology is used to describe the various parts of the body including
placement, purpose, and condition. This unique and specific vocabulary is required learning for all
medical professionals and healthcare providers across the industry. Students who are considering a
career in the medical field would benefit from a convenient pamphlet dedicated to breaking down
these terms in a useful way. Biology students also find this information helpful in their studies
because the necessary lingo is readily available.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: The Secret Language of Anatomy Cecilia
Brassett, Emily Evans, Isla Fay, 2018-09-11 A strikingly illustrated key to decoding anatomical
terminology, with 150 terms for body parts that derive from animals, plants, objects, and more An
initiation into the mysterious subject of anatomical terminology, this book reveals the body's secret
language by explaining the close relationship between human organs and structures and the
evocative names given to them by anatomists. Beautifully crafted images illustrate 150 terms
derived from the animal, food, place, plant, symbol, or other object that the body structure or
function clearly resembles. Complete with a guide to prefixes and suffixes, this book decodes
patterns in the naming of parts throughout the human body and makes anatomical terms more
memorable for medical students and practitioners. In addition to professionals, anyone interested in
the history of anatomy, the structure and function of the human body, medical etymology, and the
history of language will be fascinating by this engrossing, accessible, and informative book.
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Medical Terminology with Human Anatomy
Jane Rice, 2005
  anatomical directional terms worksheet: Instructor's Guide and Testbank for Medical
Terminology with Human Anatomy Jane Rice, 1994-12
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