amy tan two kinds conflict

amy tan two kinds conflict is a central theme in Amy Tan’s short story "Two Kinds," which
explores the complex relationship between a Chinese immigrant mother and her American-born
daughter. The story vividly portrays the generational and cultural conflicts that arise as the mother
insists on molding her daughter into a prodigy, while the daughter resists these imposed
expectations. This conflict is multifaceted, involving internal struggles within the daughter, cultural
clashes between traditional Chinese values and American ideals, and the universal tension between
parental aspirations and individual identity. Understanding the amy tan two kinds conflict provides
deeper insight into immigrant family dynamics and the challenges of bicultural identity. This article
will analyze the nature of the conflict, its manifestations, and its significance within the story’s
broader themes. The following sections will break down the conflict’s elements and explore their
implications.

e Nature of the Conflict in Amy Tan’s "Two Kinds"

e Mother-Daughter Dynamic and Generational Tension
e Cultural Identity and Bicultural Struggles

e Internal Conflict Within the Daughter

e Symbolism and Literary Devices Highlighting Conflict

e Impact of Conflict on Character Development

Nature of the Conflict in Amy Tan’s "Two Kinds"

The amy tan two kinds conflict centers on the opposing desires and expectations between the
mother and daughter characters. The mother, a Chinese immigrant, believes in the American Dream
and is determined to transform her daughter into a child prodigy through rigorous training and high
expectations. In contrast, the daughter resists these efforts, yearning for autonomy and self-
definition beyond her mother's ambitions. This conflict is primarily external, involving direct
confrontations and disagreements, but also internal, as the daughter struggles with her own identity
and aspirations.

External Conflict: Expectations vs. Resistance

The external conflict manifests through the mother’s imposition of various activities on the daughter,
such as piano lessons and talent shows, which the daughter reluctantly participates in. The mother’s
relentless pursuit of success creates tension, leading to arguments and emotional strain. This clash
represents a broader conflict between parental authority and child independence.



Internal Conflict: Self-Identity and Rebellion

Alongside the external struggle, the daughter experiences internal conflict as she grapples with
feelings of inadequacy, frustration, and a desire for self-expression. This internal turmoil reflects the
psychological impact of her mother’s pressure and the challenge of reconciling her own desires with
familial expectations.

Mother-Daughter Dynamic and Generational Tension

One of the core aspects of the amy tan two kinds conflict is the generational tension between mother
and daughter. The mother’s immigrant background informs her values and aspirations, which often
clash with the daughter’s American upbringing and worldview. This dynamic creates a fertile ground
for misunderstanding and conflict.

Mother’s Perspective: Immigrant Aspirations

The mother embodies the immigrant pursuit of success and stability, believing that through hard
work and talent, her daughter can achieve greatness in America. Her insistence on "being a prodigy"
is motivated by hope and survival instincts shaped by her past hardships.

Daughter’s Perspective: Desire for Autonomy

The daughter, raised in a different cultural context, seeks to define her own identity separate from
her mother’s ambitions. She resents the pressure and feels misunderstood, which fuels her
resistance and rebellion against her mother’s control.

Cultural Identity and Bicultural Struggles

The amy tan two kinds conflict also reflects the bicultural struggles faced by many children of
immigrants, caught between their parents’ traditional values and the culture of their birth country.
This cultural dissonance is a significant factor in the story’s conflict.

Chinese Cultural Expectations

In Chinese culture, filial piety, respect for parents, and striving for excellence are highly
emphasized. The mother’s expectations are rooted in these cultural norms, which stress obedience
and achievement as pathways to honor and success.



American Cultural Values

Conversely, American culture values individualism, self-expression, and personal freedom. The
daughter’s resistance is partly a reflection of these values, as she seeks to assert her independence
and reject imposed identities.

List of Cultural Conflicts in the Story

e Parental authority versus individual freedom

e Collectivist values versus individualistic ideals

e Traditional success measures versus personal fulfillment
e Language and communication barriers within the family

e Generational differences in understanding identity

Internal Conflict Within the Daughter

The daughter’s internal conflict is a critical element of the amy tan two kinds conflict, illustrating
the psychological complexity of growing up between cultures and parental expectations. Her
feelings of guilt, rebellion, and confusion are central to the narrative.

Struggle with Self-Worth

Throughout the story, the daughter grapples with her perceived failures to meet her mother’s
expectations, which affects her self-esteem. Her internal dialogue reveals the pressure she feels to
conform and the pain of falling short.

Rebellion as a Form of Self-Assertion

Her refusal to continue piano lessons and her defiance during the talent show represent acts of
rebellion that assert her individuality. This resistance is a coping mechanism to reclaim control over
her identity and future.



Symbolism and Literary Devices Highlighting Conflict

Amy Tan employs various literary devices and symbolism to emphasize the amy tan two kinds
conflict, enriching the story’s emotional depth and thematic resonance.

Piano as a Symbol

The piano symbolizes the mother’s ambitions and the daughter’s resistance. It represents both
opportunity and oppression, depending on the perspective, highlighting the dual nature of the
conflict.

Use of Dialogue and Tone

The sharp, emotionally charged dialogue between mother and daughter conveys the intensity of
their conflict. The tone shifts from hopeful to confrontational, reflecting the evolving dynamic.

Metaphors and Imagery

Imagery related to performance, competition, and success pervades the story, underscoring the
pressures faced by the daughter and the high stakes of the mother’s expectations.

Impact of Conflict on Character Development

The amy tan two kinds conflict significantly influences the development of both mother and daughter
characters, shaping their relationship and individual growth.

Mother’s Realization and Adaptation

By the story’s end, the mother shows signs of understanding the limitations of her expectations,
which suggests a potential for reconciliation and empathy.

Daughter’s Maturation and Reflection

The daughter’s journey through conflict leads to self-awareness and a more nuanced understanding
of her mother’s intentions, contributing to her emotional maturation.



Key Effects of the Conflict

1. Strengthens the emotional complexity of the characters
2. Illustrates the challenges of immigrant family relationships
3. Highlights the tension between cultural heritage and personal identity

4. Encourages readers to consider perspectives in familial conflicts

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central conflict in Amy Tan's 'Two Kinds'?

The central conflict in "Two Kinds' is the mother-daughter conflict between Jing-mei and her mother,
revolving around the mother's high expectations and Jing-mei's struggle for identity and
independence.

How does the conflict in 'Two Kinds' reflect cultural
differences?

The conflict reflects cultural differences as the mother, an immigrant, wants Jing-mei to succeed in
the American Dream through hard work and obedience, while Jing-mei resists these pressures to
assert her individuality, highlighting generational and cultural clashes.

What role does the piano play in the conflict of 'Two Kinds'?

The piano symbolizes the mother's ambitions and control, as well as Jing-mei's resistance. The
mother's insistence on piano lessons represents her desire for Jing-mei to be a prodigy, while Jing-
mei's frustration with the piano reflects her rebellion against her mother's expectations.

How is the theme of identity explored through the conflict in
"Two Kinds'?

The conflict explores identity by showing Jing-mei's struggle to define herself outside of her mother's
expectations. The tension between conforming to her mother's desires and finding her own path
highlights the challenges of self-acceptance and cultural identity.

Does the conflict between Jing-mei and her mother resolve by
the end of 'Two Kinds'?

By the end of 'Two Kinds,' the conflict is somewhat resolved through understanding and acceptance.
Jing-mei comes to appreciate her mother's intentions and the piano as a symbol of their complex



relationship, indicating growth and reconciliation.

Additional Resources

1. The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan

This novel explores the complex relationships between Chinese-American daughters and their
immigrant mothers. Much like "Two Kinds," it delves into themes of cultural conflict, generational
differences, and identity struggles. The book highlights the challenges and misunderstandings that
arise when traditional Chinese values clash with American ideals.

2. The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

This story follows Gogol Ganguli, the son of Indian immigrants, as he grapples with his cultural
identity and family expectations. The conflict between embracing his heritage and assimilating into
American society mirrors the tension in "Two Kinds." Lahiri beautifully portrays the immigrant
experience and the push-pull of tradition versus self-determination.

3. Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother by Amy Chua

A memoir that candidly discusses the strict parenting style rooted in Chinese culture, focusing on
high expectations and discipline. It provides real-life context to the kind of mother-daughter conflicts
represented in "Two Kinds." The book sparks conversations about cultural differences in parenting
and the pursuit of success.

4. American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang

This graphic novel intertwines three stories about the Asian-American experience, identity, and
acceptance. It touches on conflicts arising from cultural stereotypes and the desire to fit in, themes
relevant to "Two Kinds." The narrative cleverly uses humor and mythology to explore serious issues
of race and self-acceptance.

5. Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri

A collection of short stories that examine the lives of Indian and Indian-American characters dealing
with cultural dislocation and familial tensions. The subtle conflicts in these stories reflect the
emotional struggles seen in "Two Kinds." Lahiri’s writing sheds light on the nuances of immigrant
family dynamics.

6. Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng

This novel explores the pressures faced by a Chinese-American family, particularly focusing on
parental expectations and the impact on children. The story reveals the tragic consequences of
misunderstandings and unspoken desires, echoing the emotional conflict in "Two Kinds." Ng’s
portrayal of family secrets and identity offers a poignant look at cultural assimilation.

7. The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston

A memoir blending folklore and personal narrative, it examines the struggles of growing up as a
Chinese-American woman caught between two cultures. The themes of identity conflict and parental
expectations resonate with those in "Two Kinds." Kingston’s work is a seminal text on the Asian-
American experience and female empowerment.

8. Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China by Jung Chang

This historical memoir traces three generations of women in China, highlighting the clash between
tradition and modernity. Though broader in scope, it shares themes of family conflict and cultural
change similar to those in "Two Kinds." The book provides valuable context on Chinese history and



the pressures faced by women.

9. The Joy Luck Club Graphic Novel by Amy Tan and Ashley Woodfolk

This graphic adaptation of Tan'’s original novel brings the stories of mothers and daughters to life
visually, emphasizing the emotional and cultural conflicts. It offers a fresh perspective on the themes
explored in "Two Kinds." The combination of text and art deepens the reader's understanding of
complex family dynamics.
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their emerging need to learn more about themselves, their world, and how to work through
adversity to accomplish their goals. Grade 7

amy tan two kinds conflict: Multicultural Perspectives David W. Foote, Margaret Grauff Forst,
Mary Hynes-Berry, Julie West Johnson, Basia C. Miller, Brenda Pierce Perkins, 1993

amy tan two kinds conflict: Poetry and Story Therapy Geri Giebel Chavis, 2011 This accessible
book explores the therapeutic possibilities of poetry and stories, providing techniques for facilitating
personally relevant and growth-enhancing sessions. The author provides ideas for writing activities
that emerge from this discussion, and explains how participants can create their own poetic and
narrative pieces.

amy tan two kinds conflict: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Asian American Literature
Guiyou Huang, 2008-12-30 Asian American literature dates back to the close of the 19th century,
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