
alan taylor historian

alan taylor historian is a prominent figure in the field of American history,
well-known for his insightful and comprehensive research on colonial America
and early United States history. His work has significantly contributed to
the understanding of the complex social, cultural, and political dynamics
that shaped early American society. As a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian,
Alan Taylor has established himself as an authoritative voice, combining
rigorous scholarship with engaging narrative styles. This article will
explore his biography, academic contributions, notable publications, and the
impact of his work on contemporary historical studies. Additionally, it will
discuss his methodology and approach to historiography, highlighting why Alan
Taylor remains a key figure in the study of American history.
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Biography and Academic Background of Alan
Taylor Historian
Alan Taylor historian was born in 1955 and has become one of the most
respected scholars in early American history. His academic journey began with
an undergraduate degree in history, followed by advanced studies culminating
in a Ph.D. from a prestigious institution. Taylor’s career includes teaching
positions at several universities, where he has influenced countless students
through his expertise and dedication to historical research.

Educational Achievements
Alan Taylor historian completed his doctoral studies with a focus on colonial
and revolutionary America. His academic rigor and dedication to primary
source research laid the foundation for his later works. He has held
professorships that allowed him to delve deeply into American colonial
history and fostered his reputation as a meticulous and innovative historian.



Academic Positions and Roles
Throughout his career, Alan Taylor historian has held notable academic
appointments, including prestigious chairs and fellowships. These roles have
enabled him to engage in extensive research projects and contribute
meaningfully to the academic community. His leadership in historical
societies and editorial boards has further enhanced his status within the
discipline.

Major Contributions to American History
Alan Taylor historian has made substantial contributions to the understanding
of early American history, particularly regarding colonial interactions,
Native American history, and the Atlantic world. His scholarship often
challenges traditional narratives by incorporating diverse perspectives,
especially those of marginalized groups.

Focus on Colonial America and Native American
Relations
Taylor’s work emphasizes the complexity of colonial America, exploring the
nuanced relationships between European settlers and Native American
populations. His research sheds light on the cultural exchanges, conflicts,
and alliances that defined this period, offering a more comprehensive view of
American origins.

Exploration of the Atlantic World Context
One of Alan Taylor historian’s key contributions is his framing of American
history within the broader Atlantic world. This approach situates American
developments in the context of transatlantic trade, migration, and cultural
exchange, expanding the scope of traditional American historiography.

Notable Publications and Awards
Alan Taylor historian has authored numerous influential books and articles
that have garnered critical acclaim and prestigious awards. His publications
are widely regarded for their scholarly depth and accessibility, making them
essential reading for students and scholars alike.

Key Books by Alan Taylor Historian

William Cooper’s Town: Power and Persuasion on the Frontier of the Early



American Republic

American Colonies: The Settling of North America

The Divided Ground: Indians, Settlers, and the Northern Borderland of
the American Revolution

Liberty Men and Great Proprietors: The Revolutionary Settlement on the
Maine Frontier, 1760-1820

American Revolutions: A Continental History, 1750-1804

Recognition and Awards
Among Alan Taylor historian’s accolades is the Pulitzer Prize for History,
awarded for his groundbreaking work that redefined perspectives on colonial
America. He has also received multiple fellowships from leading historical
organizations and academies, underscoring the esteem in which his scholarship
is held.

Historiographical Approach and Methodology
Alan Taylor historian employs a multifaceted historiographical approach that
blends social, cultural, and political history. His methodology is rooted in
extensive archival research and a commitment to presenting history from
multiple viewpoints, including those of Native Americans, women, and other
often overlooked groups.

Use of Primary Sources and Interdisciplinary
Research
Taylor’s research heavily relies on primary documents such as letters,
government records, and contemporary accounts, enabling him to reconstruct
historical narratives with accuracy and nuance. Moreover, he integrates
insights from anthropology, archaeology, and geography to enrich his
interpretations.

Emphasis on Diverse Perspectives
Rejecting monolithic narratives, Alan Taylor historian highlights the
diversity of experiences in early American history. His work illuminates the
interactions among different cultural groups, contributing to a more
inclusive understanding of the past and challenging established historical
orthodoxies.



Impact on Contemporary Historical Scholarship
The influence of Alan Taylor historian extends beyond his publications. His
innovative approaches have inspired a generation of historians to reconsider
the frameworks used to study early American history and the colonial period.

Shaping Academic Discourse
By advocating for a broader Atlantic perspective and emphasizing cultural
plurality, Taylor has reshaped academic discourse. His scholarship encourages
a reevaluation of the origins and development of the United States within a
global context.

Educational Contributions and Legacy
Alan Taylor historian’s work has been integral to curriculum development in
American history programs. His books serve as standard texts in higher
education, and his mentorship continues to influence emerging scholars in the
field.

Key Influences of Alan Taylor Historian

Redefining colonial American history through inclusive narratives

Promoting Atlantic world perspectives in U.S. historiography

Incorporating Native American and marginalized voices into mainstream
history

Advancing interdisciplinary research methods in historical studies

Enhancing public understanding of early American history through
accessible writing

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Alan Taylor the historian?
Alan Taylor is an American historian and professor known for his work on
early American history, particularly focused on colonial America and the
American Revolution.



What are some notable books written by Alan Taylor?
Alan Taylor is the author of several acclaimed books including 'American
Colonies: The Settling of North America,' 'The Divided Ground: Indians,
Settlers, and the Northern Borderland of the American Revolution,' and 'The
Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832.'

Has Alan Taylor won any major awards for his
historical work?
Yes, Alan Taylor has won several prestigious awards, including the Pulitzer
Prize for History in 2014 for his book 'The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War
in Virginia, 1772-1832.'

What is Alan Taylor's approach or focus in his
historical research?
Alan Taylor's research focuses on the complexities of early American history
with an emphasis on interactions among Native Americans, European settlers,
and African Americans, using a narrative style that highlights multiple
perspectives.

Where does Alan Taylor teach or work?
Alan Taylor is a professor of history at the University of Virginia, where he
has been a faculty member for many years.

How has Alan Taylor contributed to the understanding
of Native American history?
Alan Taylor has contributed significantly to Native American history by
incorporating indigenous perspectives into the broader narrative of American
history, particularly in works like 'The Divided Ground,' which examines
frontier conflicts and cultural exchanges.

Are there any documentaries or media featuring Alan
Taylor the historian?
Yes, Alan Taylor has appeared in various documentaries and media programs
related to American history, where he provides expert commentary on colonial
America and the Revolutionary War era.

Additional Resources
1. The Divided Ground: Indians, Settlers, and the Northern Borderland of the
American Revolution



This book explores the complex relationships and conflicts between Native
Americans, European settlers, and colonial powers along the northern border
during the American Revolution. Alan Taylor provides a detailed narrative
that highlights the diverse perspectives and the impact of the war on
indigenous communities. The book sheds light on lesser-known aspects of the
revolutionary era, emphasizing the borderland's strategic and cultural
significance.

2. American Colonies: The Settling of North America
In this sweeping history, Alan Taylor examines the colonization of North
America from the earliest European settlements to the eve of the American
Revolution. The book covers a wide array of cultures, including Native
Americans, Europeans, and Africans, detailing their interactions and
conflicts. Taylor's narrative challenges traditional Eurocentric views by
presenting a more inclusive and multifaceted history of the continent.

3. Liberty Men and Great Proprietors: The Revolutionary Settlement on the
Maine Frontier, 1760-1820
This work focuses on the settlement and development of the Maine frontier
during and after the American Revolution. Taylor explores social, economic,
and political dynamics among settlers, landowners, and Native Americans. The
book provides insight into the challenges of frontier life and the formation
of new communities in early America.

4. William Cooper's Town: Power and Persuasion on the Frontier of the Early
American Republic
A detailed biography of William Cooper, a prominent land speculator and
founder of Cooperstown, New York. Alan Taylor analyzes Cooper’s role in
shaping frontier society and politics in the early republic. The book also
delves into themes of power, persuasion, and the complexities of American
expansion.

5. Colonial America: A History 1607-1763
This concise overview of colonial America provides readers with a clear
understanding of the political, social, and economic developments leading up
to the Revolution. Taylor covers major events, key figures, and the evolving
relationships between colonists and Native Americans. The book serves as an
accessible introduction to the period for students and general readers alike.

6. Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early America
Alan Taylor presents early American history from the perspective of Native
Americans, challenging traditional narratives centered on European settlers.
The book reinterprets early colonial history by focusing on indigenous
experiences and responses. It offers a fresh and critical view of the
cultural exchanges and conflicts that shaped the continent.

7. Writing Early American History
This collection of essays by Alan Taylor reflects on the methods and
challenges of writing history about early America. Taylor discusses
historiographical debates, sources, and interpretive strategies used to
reconstruct the past. The book is valuable for students and scholars



interested in the practice of historical writing.

8. The American Colonies in the Atlantic World
In this work, Taylor situates the American colonies within the broader
context of the Atlantic world, emphasizing the interconnectedness of Europe,
Africa, and the Americas. The book explores themes of migration, trade,
slavery, and cultural exchange across the Atlantic. It highlights the global
dimensions of colonial history.

9. Liberty’s Exiles: American Loyalists in the Revolutionary World
Though not authored by Taylor, this book is often studied alongside his works
for its complementary perspective on the American Revolution. It examines the
experiences of Loyalists who fled the United States during and after the
Revolution. Taylor’s scholarship often intersects with themes found in this
narrative, providing a fuller understanding of the period’s complexities.
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  alan taylor historian: American Colonies Alan Taylor, 2002-07-30 A multicultural,
multinational history of colonial America from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Internal
Enemy and American Revolutions In the first volume in the Penguin History of the United States,
edited by Eric Foner, Alan Taylor challenges the traditional story of colonial history by examining
the many cultures that helped make America, from the native inhabitants from milennia past,
through the decades of Western colonization and conquest, and across the entire continent, all the
way to the Pacific coast. Transcending the usual Anglocentric version of our colonial past, he
recovers the importance of Native American tribes, African slaves, and the rival empires of France,
Spain, the Netherlands, and even Russia in the colonization of North America. Moving beyond the
Atlantic seaboard to examine the entire continent, American Colonies reveals a pivotal period in the
global interaction of peoples, cultures, plants, animals, and microbes. In a vivid narrative, Taylor
draws upon cutting-edge scholarship to create a timely picture of the colonial world characterized
by an interplay of freedom and slavery, opportunity and loss. Formidable . . . provokes us to
contemplate the ways in which residents of North America have dealt with diversity. -The New York
Times Book Review
  alan taylor historian: American Civil Wars Alan Taylor, 2024-05-21 A Kirkus Reviews Best
Book of 2024 A masterful history of the Civil War and its reverberations across the continent by a
two-time Pulitzer Prize winner. In a fast-paced narrative of soaring ideals and sordid politics, of civil
war and foreign invasion, the award-winning historian Alan Taylor presents a pivotal twenty-year
period in which North America’s three largest countries—the United States, Mexico, and
Canada—all transformed themselves into nations. The American Civil War stands at the center of the
story, its military history and the drama of emancipation the highlights. Taylor relies on vivid
characters to carry the story, from Joseph Hooker, whose timidity in crisis was exploited by Robert
E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson in the Union defeat at Chancellorsville, to Martin Delany and Mary
Ann Shadd Cary, Black abolitionists whose critical work in Canada and the United States advanced
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https://ns2.kelisto.es/business-suggest-005/Book?ID=dKH81-7327&title=business-casual-slacks.pdf


emancipation and the enrollment of Black soldiers in Union armies. The outbreak of the Civil War
created a continental power vacuum that allowed French forces to invade Mexico in 1862 and set up
an empire ruled by a Habsburg archduke. This inflamed the ongoing power struggle between
Mexico’s Conservatives—landowners, the military, the Church—and Liberal supporters of social
democracy, led ably by Benito Juarez. Along the southwestern border Mexico’s Conservative forces
made common cause with the Confederacy, while General James Carleton violently suppressed
Apaches and Navajos in New Mexico and Arizona. When the Union triumph restored the continental
balance of power, French forces withdrew, and Liberals consolidated a republic in Mexico. Canada
was meantime fending off a potential rupture between French-speaking Catholics in Quebec and
English-speakers in Ontario. When Union victory raised the threat of American invasion, Canadian
leaders pressed for a continent-wide confederation joined by a transcontinental railroad. The
rollicking story of liberal ideals, political venality, and corporate corruption marked the dawn of the
Gilded Age in North America.
  alan taylor historian: American Republics: A Continental History of the United States,
1783-1850 Alan Taylor, 2021-05-18 Winner of the 2022 New-York Historical Society Book Prize in
American History A Washington Post and BookPage Best Nonfiction Book of the Year From a
Pulitzer Prize–winning historian, the powerful story of a fragile nation as it expands across a
contested continent. In this beautifully written history of America’s formative period, a preeminent
historian upends the traditional story of a young nation confidently marching to its
continent-spanning destiny. The newly constituted United States actually emerged as a fragile,
internally divided union of states contending still with European empires and other independent
republics on the North American continent. Native peoples sought to defend their homelands from
the flood of American settlers through strategic alliances with the other continental powers. The
system of American slavery grew increasingly powerful and expansive, its vigorous internal trade in
Black Americans separating parents and children, husbands and wives. Bitter party divisions pitted
elites favoring strong government against those, like Andrew Jackson, espousing a democratic
populism for white men. Violence was both routine and organized: the United States invaded
Canada, Florida, Texas, and much of Mexico, and forcibly removed most of the Native peoples living
east of the Mississippi. At the end of the period the United States, its conquered territory reaching
the Pacific, remained internally divided, with sectional animosities over slavery growing more
intense. Taylor’s elegant history of this tumultuous period offers indelible miniatures of key
characters from Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth to Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Margaret
Fuller. It captures the high-stakes political drama as Jackson and Adams, Clay, Calhoun, and
Webster contend over slavery, the economy, Indian removal, and national expansion. A ground-level
account of American industrialization conveys the everyday lives of factory workers and immigrant
families. And the immersive narrative puts us on the streets of Port-au-Prince, Mexico City, Quebec,
and the Cherokee capital, New Echota. Absorbing and chilling, American Republics illuminates the
continuities between our own social and political divisions and the events of this formative period.
  alan taylor historian: A Century of the Potteries Alan Taylor, 2007-11 This fascinating
selection of photographs illustrates the extraordinary transformation that has taken place in The
Potteries during the 20th century. The book offers an insight into the daily lives and living conditions
of local people and gives the reader glimpses and details of familiar places during a century of
unprecedented change. Many aspects of The Potteries' recent history are covered, famous occasions
and individuals are remembered and the impact of national and international events is witnessed.
The book provides a striking account of the changes that have so altered the appearance of The
Potteries, and records the process of transformation. Drawing on detailed local knowledge of the
community, and illustrated with a wealth of black-and-white photographs, this book recalls what The
Potteries has lost in terms of buildings, traditions and ways of life. It also acknowledges the
regeneration that has taken place and celebrates the character and energy of local people as they
move through the first years of this new century.
  alan taylor historian: Colonial America Alan Taylor, 2013 In this Very Short Introduction, Alan



Taylor presents the current scholarly understanding of colonial America to a broader audience. He
focuses on the transatlantic and a transcontinental perspective, examining the interplay of Europe,
Africa, and the Americas through the flows of goods, people, plants, animals, capital, and ideas.
  alan taylor historian: The Civil War of 1812 Alan Taylor, 2010-10-12 In the early nineteenth
century, Britons and Americans renewed their struggle over the legacy of the American Revolution,
leading to a second confrontation that redefined North America. Pulitzer Prize-winning historian
Alan Taylor’s vivid narrative tells the riveting story of the soldiers, immigrants, settlers, and Indians
who fought to determine the fate of a continent. Would revolutionary republicanism sweep the
British from Canada? Or would the British contain, divide, and ruin the shaky republic? In a world of
double identities, slippery allegiances, and porous boundaries, the leaders of the republic and of the
empire struggled to control their own diverse peoples. The border divided Americans—former
Loyalists and Patriots—who fought on both sides in the new war, as did native peoples defending
their homelands. And dissident Americans flirted with secession while aiding the British as
smugglers and spies. During the war, both sides struggled to sustain armies in a northern land of
immense forests, vast lakes, and stark seasonal swings in the weather. After fighting each other to a
standstill, the Americans and the British concluded that they could safely share the continent along a
border that favored the United States at the expense of Canadians and Indians. Moving beyond
national histories to examine the lives of common men and women, The Civil War of 1812 reveals an
often brutal (sometimes comic) war and illuminates the tangled origins of the United States and
Canada. Moving beyond national histories to examine the lives of common men and women, The
Civil War of 1812 reveals an often brutal (sometimes comic) war and illuminates the tangled origins
of the United States and Canada.
  alan taylor historian: Thomas Jefferson's Education Alan Taylor, 2019-10-15 “Taylor…
probes [Jefferson’s] ambitious mission in clear prose and with great insight and erudition.”
—Annette Gordon-Reed, Atlantic By turns entertaining and tragic, this elegant history reveals the
origins of a great university in the dilemmas of Virginia slavery. Thomas Jefferson shares center
stage with his family and fellow planters, but at the crux are the enslaved black families on whom
they depend. Taylor’s account of Jefferson’s campaign to save Virginia by building the university is
dramatic, a contest for power and resources rich in political maneuver and eccentricities comic and
cruel.
  alan taylor historian: The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832 Alan
Taylor, 2013-09-09 Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for History Finalist for the National Book Award
Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize Impressively researched and beautifully crafted…a
brilliant account of slavery in Virginia during and after the Revolution. —Mark M. Smith, Wall Street
Journal Frederick Douglass recalled that slaves living along Chesapeake Bay longingly viewed
sailing ships as freedom’s swift-winged angels. In 1813 those angels appeared in the bay as British
warships coming to punish the Americans for declaring war on the empire. Over many nights,
hundreds of slaves paddled out to the warships seeking protection for their families from the
ravages of slavery. The runaways pressured the British admirals into becoming liberators. As guides,
pilots, sailors, and marines, the former slaves used their intimate knowledge of the countryside to
transform the war. They enabled the British to escalate their onshore attacks and to capture and
burn Washington, D.C. Tidewater masters had long dreaded their slaves as an internal enemy. By
mobilizing that enemy, the war ignited the deepest fears of Chesapeake slaveholders. It also
alienated Virginians from a national government that had neglected their defense. Instead they
turned south, their interests aligning more and more with their section. In 1820 Thomas Jefferson
observed of sectionalism: Like a firebell in the night [it] awakened and filled me with terror. I
considered it at once the knell of the union. The notes of alarm in Jefferson's comment speak of the
fear aroused by the recent crisis over slavery in his home state. His vision of a cataclysm to come
proved prescient. Jefferson's startling observation registered a turn in the nation’s course, a pivot
from the national purpose of the founding toward the threat of disunion. Drawn from new sources,
Alan Taylor's riveting narrative re-creates the events that inspired black Virginians, haunted



slaveholders, and set the nation on a new and dangerous course.
  alan taylor historian: Pearson Texas United States History , 2004
  alan taylor historian: Profit from Exhibitions and Trade Fairs Alan Taylor, 1995 A more
informed and professional approach to exhibitions and exhibiting is desperately needed, now more
than ever as manufactuerers struggle to cope with the effects of the recession of the early '90s.
  alan taylor historian: Evidence Alan Taylor, 1995 Lecture Notes are a resource for those
studying and teaching law. Aimed primarily at students taking undergraduate or CPE courses, each
title of the series examines a particular field of the law, with chapters for each of the major topics
within the subject. Each chapter ends with a summary sheet giving an overview of the issues
discussed.
  alan taylor historian: One Day As a Tiger Alan Taylor, 2005-05 Not another story about
India? Yes, because India has the wealth of material to support new writers till the end of time. Seen
through new eyes, another rich Indian feast is spread before you. Sadhus and snake charmers,
sorcerers and secret, service agents, weave an unusual tale, set in the romantic era of the British
Raj. A God descends to earth in human form, taking us from forests inhabited by cobras and tigers to
the opulent palaces of wealthy Maharajas. We are escorted through the 'Valley of the Gods, ' and
introduced to violence and black magic before the chilling conclusion.
  alan taylor historian: William Cooper's Town Alan Taylor, 2018-11-28 William Cooper and
James Fenimore Cooper, a father and son who embodied the contradictions that divided America in
the early years of the Republic, are brought to life in this Pulitzer Prize-winning book. William
Cooper rose from humble origins to become a wealthy land speculator and U.S. congressman in
what had until lately been the wilderness of upstate New York, but his high-handed style of
governing resulted in his fall from power and political disgrace. His son James Fenimore Cooper
became one of this country’s first popular novelists with a book, The Pioneers, that tried to come to
terms with his father’s failure and imaginatively reclaim the estate he had lost. In William Cooper’s
Town, Alan Taylor dramatizes the class between gentility and democracy that was one of the
principal consequences of the American Revolution, a struggle that was waged both at the polls and
on the pages of our national literature. Taylor shows how Americans resolved their revolution
through the creation of new social reforms and new stories that evolved with the expansion of our
frontier.
  alan taylor historian: Squaring the Circles Alan Taylor, 2012 Prominent historian Alan
Taylor updates and summarizes scholarly advancements in the historiography of American
colonialism in this short essay.
  alan taylor historian: American Revolutions Alan Taylor, 2016-09-06 Alan Taylor is featured in
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, a film by Ken Burns, Sarah Botstein, and David Schmidt on PBS
Excellent…deserves high praise. Mr. Taylor conveys this sprawling continental history with
economy, clarity, and vividness. —Brendan Simms, Wall Street Journal The American Revolution is
often portrayed as a high-minded, orderly event whose capstone, the Constitution, provided the
nation its democratic framework. Alan Taylor, a two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, gives us a different
creation story in this magisterial history. The American Revolution builds like a ground fire
overspreading Britain’s colonies, fueled by local conditions and resistant to control. Emerging from
the continental rivalries of European empires and their native allies, the revolution pivoted on
western expansion as well as seaboard resistance to British taxes. When war erupted, Patriot crowds
harassed Loyalists and nonpartisans into compliance with their cause. The war exploded in set
battles like Saratoga and Yorktown and spread through continuing frontier violence. The discord
smoldering within the fragile new nation called forth a movement to concentrate power through a
Federal Constitution. Assuming the mantle of “We the People,” the advocates of national power
ratified the new frame of government. But it was Jefferson’s expansive “empire of liberty” that
carried the revolution forward, propelling white settlement and slavery west, preparing the ground
for a new conflagration.
  alan taylor historian: Writing Early American History Alan Taylor, 2005 How is American



history written? Pulitzer Prize-winning author Alan Taylor answers this question in this collection of
his essays from The New Republic, where he explores the writing of early American history.
  alan taylor historian: The Maori Warrior Alan Taylor, 1987
  alan taylor historian: The Assassin's Cloak Irene Taylor, Alan Taylor, 2020-11-05 ‘A diary is an
assassin’s cloak which we wear when we stab a comrade in the back with a pen’, wrote William
Soutar in 1934. But a diary is also a place for recording everyday thoughts and special occasions,
private fears and hopeful dreams. The Assassin’s Cloak gathers together some of the most
entertaining and inspiring entries for each day of the year, as writers ranging from Queen Victoria to
Andy Warhol, Samuel Pepys to Adrian Mole, pen their musings on the historic and the mundane.
Spanning centuries and international in scope, this peerless anthology pays tribute to a genre that is
at once the most intimate and public of all literary forms. This new updated edition is published to
mark the twentieth anniversary of the book’s original publication.
  alan taylor historian: Spanish-English Alan Taylor, 2006-01
  alan taylor historian: American Colonies Alan Taylor, 2002-07-30 A multicultural,
multinational history of colonial America from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Internal
Enemy and American Revolutions In the first volume in the Penguin History of the United States,
edited by Eric Foner, Alan Taylor challenges the traditional story of colonial history by examining
the many cultures that helped make America, from the native inhabitants from milennia past,
through the decades of Western colonization and conquest, and across the entire continent, all the
way to the Pacific coast. Transcending the usual Anglocentric version of our colonial past, he
recovers the importance of Native American tribes, African slaves, and the rival empires of France,
Spain, the Netherlands, and even Russia in the colonization of North America. Moving beyond the
Atlantic seaboard to examine the entire continent, American Colonies reveals a pivotal period in the
global interaction of peoples, cultures, plants, animals, and microbes. In a vivid narrative, Taylor
draws upon cutting-edge scholarship to create a timely picture of the colonial world characterized
by an interplay of freedom and slavery, opportunity and loss. Formidable . . . provokes us to
contemplate the ways in which residents of North America have dealt with diversity. -The New York
Times Book Review
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