
acoustic guitar making
acoustic guitar making is a meticulous craft that blends artistry, precision, and a deep
understanding of materials and acoustics. This process involves selecting the right woods, shaping
the guitar’s body, assembling intricate components, and fine-tuning to achieve the desired sound
quality. Skilled luthiers combine traditional techniques with modern technology to create
instruments that offer both aesthetic beauty and exceptional tonal performance. Whether for
professional musicians or hobbyists, the art of acoustic guitar making requires patience, skill, and
attention to detail. This article explores the essential steps and considerations in crafting a high-
quality acoustic guitar, from material selection to finishing touches. Understanding these elements
provides valuable insight into the complexity behind each instrument’s rich sound and durability.
The following sections will cover the core aspects of acoustic guitar making, guiding through the
entire construction process.

Materials Used in Acoustic Guitar Making

Design and Construction Techniques

Assembly and Gluing Processes

Finishing and Setup

Acoustic Properties and Sound Optimization

Materials Used in Acoustic Guitar Making
The selection of materials is fundamental in acoustic guitar making, as it directly influences the
instrument’s tone, durability, and appearance. Different woods contribute distinct characteristics to
the sound and playability of the guitar.

Types of Wood
Common tonewoods used in acoustic guitar making include spruce, cedar, mahogany, rosewood, and
maple. Each type offers unique acoustic properties:

Spruce: Popular for soundboards due to its strength-to-weight ratio, providing bright and
clear tones.

Cedar: Offers a warmer, mellower sound, often favored for fingerstyle guitars.

Mahogany: Used for backs and sides, it delivers a balanced tone with strong midrange
frequencies.

Rosewood: Known for rich overtones and deep bass response, commonly used for backs and



sides.

Maple: Provides bright and articulate sound, often used for backs and necks.

Other Essential Materials
Besides wood, several other materials are crucial in acoustic guitar making:

Bracing Wood: Usually spruce, used internally to support the top and shape the sound.

Fretboard Material: Often rosewood or ebony for durability and smooth playability.

Glue: High-quality, durable adhesives ensure strong joints without compromising tone.

Finish Materials: Lacquer, polyurethane, or oil finishes protect the wood and affect the
guitar’s resonance.

Hardware: Tuners, bridge pins, and nuts contribute to tuning stability and overall
functionality.

Design and Construction Techniques
Designing an acoustic guitar involves precise measurements and adherence to structural principles
that optimize sound production and playability. Construction techniques vary depending on the style
and quality of the instrument.

Body Shape and Size
The guitar’s body design significantly impacts its tonal characteristics and comfort. Common body
shapes include dreadnought, concert, auditorium, and jumbo. Each shape offers different sound
projection and tonal balance:

Dreadnought: Known for powerful bass and volume, suitable for strumming.

Concert and Auditorium: Offer balanced tone and are comfortable for fingerstyle playing.

Jumbo: Large body size with strong bass response and volume.



Bracing Patterns
Internal bracing reinforces the guitar’s structure and shapes its sound. The most common bracing
patterns in acoustic guitar making are X-bracing and ladder bracing:

X-Bracing: Provides strength and flexibility, enhancing volume and tonal complexity.

Ladder Bracing: Simpler and often used in budget guitars, producing a more direct tone.

Neck Construction
The neck must be stable and comfortable, typically constructed from mahogany or maple. It is
carefully shaped, and the truss rod is installed to allow adjustment of the neck’s curvature, ensuring
proper string action and intonation.

Assembly and Gluing Processes
The assembly phase is critical in acoustic guitar making, requiring precision to align parts correctly
and secure them with strong, tone-preserving joints.

Joining the Body Parts
The top (soundboard), back, and sides are carefully joined using specialized clamps and jigs to
maintain the guitar’s shape and structural integrity. Accurate gluing prevents air leaks that could
affect sound quality.

Attaching the Neck
The neck is either dovetail jointed or bolted to the body. The joint type affects the guitar’s sustain
and ease of repair. Proper alignment is crucial to ensure optimal string action and playability.

Installing the Fretboard and Frets
The fretboard is glued to the neck, and frets are installed with precise spacing. Accurate fret
placement is essential for correct intonation and smooth playability across the fretboard.

Finishing and Setup
Finishing enhances the guitar’s appearance and protects the wood, while setup ensures the
instrument is playable and sounds its best.



Applying the Finish
Finishes can be nitrocellulose lacquer, polyurethane, or natural oils. Each finish type affects the
guitar’s resonance and durability differently. The finish is applied in thin layers to preserve tonal
qualities while providing protection.

Final Assembly and Hardware Installation
After finishing, hardware components such as tuning machines, bridge, nut, and saddle are installed.
Quality hardware contributes to tuning stability and sound transmission.

Setup and Adjustment
Setup involves adjusting the truss rod, string height (action), and intonation to ensure comfortable
playability and accurate pitch. Proper setup is crucial for the guitar’s performance and player
satisfaction.

Acoustic Properties and Sound Optimization
Understanding and optimizing the acoustic properties is a key aspect of acoustic guitar making,
influencing the instrument’s tonal character and projection.

Soundboard Vibrations
The soundboard acts as the primary resonator. Its thickness, bracing, and wood type are carefully
balanced to maximize vibration and sound projection.

Body Resonance and Air Volume
The guitar’s body cavity and shape affect air resonance frequencies, contributing to the richness and
depth of the sound. Luthiers fine-tune these parameters during construction.

String Selection and Impact
The choice of strings, including material and gauge, also plays a role in the final sound. Proper
string tension and quality complement the guitar’s design and materials.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the essential materials needed for making an
acoustic guitar?
The essential materials for making an acoustic guitar include tonewoods such as spruce or cedar for
the top, mahogany or rosewood for the back and sides, hardwood like maple for the neck, ebony or
rosewood for the fretboard, and various hardware components like tuning machines, frets, and
bridge pins.

How long does it typically take to build a handmade acoustic
guitar?
Building a handmade acoustic guitar typically takes between 100 to 300 hours, depending on the
luthier's experience, the complexity of the design, and the level of detail involved in the
craftsmanship.

What is the importance of wood selection in acoustic guitar
making?
Wood selection is crucial in acoustic guitar making because it significantly affects the instrument's
tone, resonance, and durability. Different woods produce distinct sound qualities; for example,
spruce tops offer brightness and clarity, while mahogany provides warmth and depth.

Can beginners make their own acoustic guitars at home?
Yes, beginners can make their own acoustic guitars at home, especially by using guitar making kits
that include pre-cut parts and detailed instructions. However, building a high-quality guitar requires
patience, skill development, and proper tools.

What tools are necessary for acoustic guitar making?
Essential tools for acoustic guitar making include saws, chisels, files, clamps, sanding blocks, a
router, a fret saw, a drill, and measuring instruments like calipers and rulers. Specialized tools like a
bending iron for shaping sides are also commonly used.

How does bracing affect the sound of an acoustic guitar?
Bracing plays a vital role in the sound and structural integrity of an acoustic guitar. It supports the
guitar top and influences vibration patterns; different bracing patterns, such as X-bracing or fan
bracing, affect the tonal balance, volume, and sustain of the instrument.

What finishing techniques are commonly used in acoustic
guitar making?
Common finishing techniques include applying nitrocellulose lacquer, polyurethane, or oil finishes to
protect the wood and enhance appearance. Finishing involves sanding, sealing, applying multiple
coats, and polishing to achieve durability and an attractive sheen without dampening the guitar's
sound.



Additional Resources
1. The Art of Acoustic Guitar Making
This comprehensive guide delves into the intricate process of crafting acoustic guitars from start to
finish. It covers essential techniques such as selecting tonewoods, shaping the body, and assembling
the neck. The book is ideal for both beginners and experienced luthiers looking to refine their skills.

2. Building the Acoustic Guitar: A Step-by-Step Approach
Designed as a practical manual, this book walks readers through each stage of acoustic guitar
construction with clear instructions and detailed illustrations. It focuses on precision and
craftsmanship, helping makers produce instruments with excellent tone and playability. The author
emphasizes traditional woodworking methods combined with modern tools.

3. Acoustic Guitar Making: A Complete Course
This title offers a thorough course on acoustic guitar building, covering topics from material
selection to finishing touches. It includes troubleshooting tips and advice on customizing designs for
different playing styles. The course format makes it suitable for self-study or classroom use.

4. The Luthier’s Handbook: The Art and Science of Acoustic Guitar Building
A blend of art and engineering, this book explores the science behind acoustic guitar acoustics and
structural integrity. Readers gain insights into bracing patterns, soundboard thickness, and neck
alignment. Its detailed explanations help luthiers understand how design choices affect tone and
durability.

5. Handcrafted Acoustic Guitars: Techniques and Projects
Focusing on hands-on projects, this book provides step-by-step plans for building various styles of
acoustic guitars. It highlights traditional hand tools and craftsmanship, encouraging a personalized
approach to guitar making. The projects range from beginner to advanced levels, making it
accessible to a wide audience.

6. Wood Selection and Acoustic Guitar Tone
This specialized book examines how different woods influence the sound and feel of acoustic guitars.
It discusses characteristics of popular tonewoods like spruce, mahogany, and rosewood, and gives
guidance on sourcing quality materials. The book is essential for makers aiming to optimize their
guitars’ tonal qualities.

7. Mastering Acoustic Guitar Construction
Aimed at experienced luthiers, this title covers advanced techniques in acoustic guitar construction,
including intricate bracing designs and neck carving. It also addresses common pitfalls and how to
avoid them, ensuring a professional finish. The author shares insights gained from decades of
building high-end instruments.

8. The Acoustic Guitar Builder’s Workshop
This workshop-style book encourages readers to build their own guitars through hands-on exercises
and detailed plans. It emphasizes practical skills such as fret installation, binding, and finishing. The
interactive format makes it ideal for hobbyists who enjoy learning by doing.

9. Traditional Acoustic Guitar Making: Techniques from the Masters
This book celebrates the legacy of master luthiers by presenting time-tested methods for crafting
acoustic guitars. It includes historical context and profiles of influential builders, alongside detailed
instructions. Readers gain an appreciation for the craftsmanship and artistry involved in traditional



guitar making.
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  acoustic guitar making: Acoustic Guitar Making Brian Forbes, 2013-09-14 This book
contains everything I wish I knew when I started making acoustic guitars over fifteen years ago. It is
not an ABC book, but a companion that teaches all the things that the other books leave out. In these
pages are instructions for making tools, cutting blanks, inlaying exotic woods, and hand finishing
guitars. The methods described revolve around doing more with less, and getting more out of the
tools already in the shop. For the thrifty guitar maker who would rather build something than buy it,
this book is the right choice. • Over 500 pages of text, with more than 1600 pictures and diagrams to
thoroughly and completely explain more than 200 guitar making topics. • How to use small shop
tools to re-saw blanks for guitar making instead of buying them, saving money and expanding wood
choice. • Instructions for almost 50 tools, templates, and jigs that can be made right in the shop,
saving thousands of dollars in tool costs. These include an electric side bending iron, fret slot
duplicating jig, four different types of clamps, an inexpensive hide glue pot, and more. • An
explanation of the use and abilities of several common shop tools, including several specialty tools
that are specific to guitar making. • A detailed section on guitar making theory, which will expand
the understanding of how a guitar works, and how small changes to the structure can have big
effects on tone. • Several step by step guitar making methods that make some of the more difficult
processes easier and smoother in the shop. • How to make inlaying easier by using a few common
shop tools, and how to make several different styles of custom inlay. • Step by step instructions for
making a custom soundhole label using a powerful free program called Pixlr, to add the final touch
to any guitar. • A thorough finishing section that teaches anyone how to apply an amazing finish
without having to buy expensive spray equipment. • A guitar making and wood working glossary
with thorough definitions and explanations of more than 600 terms.
  acoustic guitar making: 1,001 Acoustic Guitar Making Tips for Beginners Brian Gary
Forbes, 2015-03-13 This book was created because of the very large customer response from the
Tips and Tricks section in my first book, Acoustic Guitar Making: How to Make Tools, Templtes, and
Jigs, and it is a collection of 1,001 acoustic guitar making tips. Some of the tips that were scattered
around the first book have been revisited, and many new tips have been introduced, all with the goal
of giving the beginning guitar maker a good head start. If you have made a few guitars already, you
most likely know most of these concepts, but that is the point. Having more information at the
beginning will help new guitar makers complete their first or second build with confidence, and get
them on the path to producing great guitars more quickly. Had I known what I know now on the day
I started my first build, it would have come out much nicer than it did, and it would have sounded
quite a bit better too. Making mistakes goes along with any new skill, but having more knowledge at
the start can reduce the number and severity of those mistakes. My hope is that these 1,001 tips
give beginning guitar makers the confidence and know-how to get the most out of their first couple
builds, and have an enjoyable first experience with acoustic guitar making. Happy building.
  acoustic guitar making: Build Your Own Acoustic Guitar Jonathan Kinkead, 2004-02
(Book). Every guitarist dreams of owning a handmade instrument, but for most, the cost is likely to
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be prohibitive. The alternative building your own fine guitar is not as difficult as you might imagine,
given some skill, patience, and the expert guidance of a master luthier. Every step of construction is
fully covered, from choice, selection, and preparation of woods, to consideration of size, bracing, and
tonal qualities. Each step of the building sequence is clearly photographed in color, with variations
to the standard design shown to enable you to personalize your instrument as you make it. Briston,
England-based Jonathan Kinkead has been building guitars for nearly 30 years. His craft is born out
of experience and intuition rather than a strict following of technical detail. The resulting beauty of
form and distinctive tone have earned him his reputation as one of the world's most respected
independent luthiers.
  acoustic guitar making: The Luthier's Acoustic Guitar Making Handbook Chris Wynne, 2007
The Luthiers Acoustic Guitar Making Handbook is filled with essential plans, measurements,
templates and printed specifications to accompany each stage of construction shown on the 9 DVDs.
  acoustic guitar making: Building Martin-Style Acoustic Guitar Kits Bill Cory, 2017-10-10 This
book is unique. There is only one comprehensive published manual for building C.F. Martin & Co.
types of guitar kits, and this is it. The 108-page building section of the book takes you smoothly from
one step to the next, with over 500 illustrations. Then, the 60-page Guitar Builder's Construction
Journal, useful for all kits, is included. The book ends with valuable extra info for guitar kit builders.
C.F. Martin & Co, Inc.-America's Guitar Company-makes great acoustic guitars. Martin also
produces acoustic guitar kits-excellent kits! But ... the booklet that comes included with the kit
simply isn't adequate unless you are an experienced guitar builder already. If you are building your
first Martin kit, you will need a better set of instructions than Martin provides. This new
construction guide fulfills that need. With over 500 photos, in 168 pages of detailed step-by-step
instructions, this easy-to-read book covers everything from unpacking the kit to setting up your
guitar's action, including tools and supplies.A guided journal is also included. This book is partner to
my overview book, the popular 200-page Complete Guide to Building Kit Acoustic Guitars, also
available on Amazon and other online stores. I've spent twelve years building twenty kits, including
several Martin kits, to research the differences between Martin's kits and those from Stewmac and
LMI and others. My fourth Martin-style kit is completely detailed in this book-the only published
construction manual dedicated to Martin-style acoustic guitar kits. (Kits vary a lot, like guitars from
the different factories. Using one company's instructions for another company's kits can cause
problems because of differences in design geometries.) A sound file of the 000 guitar kit built in the
book is available. If you would like to hear it, go to the link shown on the back cover of the book. If
you've ordered a Martin kit, after you have seen the booklet that comes from Martin, click below to
order this step-by-step manual. The popular Guitar Builder's Construction Journal is now included! It
also sells separately on Amazon. Check out the sample pages. Then click the button to get your copy
of Building Martin-style Acoustic Guitar Kits - 2017 Edition! LADIES: It's a great gift for a man who
needs a new challenge and pastime! Click to buy him one now!
  acoustic guitar making: Contemporary Acoustic Guitar Design and Build (2nd Edition) Trevor
Gore, 2016-05-01 Contemporary Acoustic Guitar Design and Build is for everyone who wants to
understand more about designing and building acoustic guitars using methods based on the
acoustical and engineering sciences and contemporary small workshop practices. For the first time,
the sound output of a guitar is comprehensively related both theoretically and practically to the
instrument's woodwork, providing a logical and scientific method for designing guitars and real
answers to questions that have challenged luthiers for centuries. Instruments built using these
techniques are measurably more powerful, in-tune, responsive and playable than just about anything
for sale in a music store. The differences are immediately audible.First time builders and experts
alike will find these volumes invaluable. Building instructions and full sized plans are provided for
four different types of guitar. But the real purpose of these volumes is to provide a design and build
methodology that will allow the reader to construct just about any type of flat top guitar; the perfect
guitar for yourself or your customer, using the same techniques that provide the quality and
consistency required by pragmatic luthiers who make guitars for a living.



  acoustic guitar making: The Art of Lutherie Tom Bills, 2015-10-06 The Art Of Lutherie offers
a glimpse into the mind and craft of luthier Tom Bills, whom many consider to be one of the most
talented luthiers today. In this beautifully written and enjoyable read, Tom elegantly and clearly
shares his best- kept secrets and methods of custom guitar making - those which make his guitars
favorites among top collectors and players. Tom's unique approach to The Art Of Lutherie will
empower and inspire you to create more than just a guitar, but a truly unique work of art. The
information that is generously shared within this insightful and timeless work is both practical and
applicable. It contains the same hard-won wisdom that only comes from years of experience and
experimentation that Tom uses in creating his inspiring instruments. Over the years, he has
producedinstruments considered to be some of the bestsounding guitars ever made. Learning the
steps of how to build a guitar is important, but understanding whymaster luthiers take those steps
and make those decisions can empower you to make your own educated choices. This will allow you
to create unique guitars, and the world needs your art, your guitars - your important contribution.
The Art Of Lutherie, a truly unique and inspiring guide, can prepare you to reach new heights when
designing and creating unique guitars. It is not often I heap such lavish praise on people; however,
Tom is in this case more than deserving: I know of no other luthier whose work I respect more. Tom
knows his craft inside and out; he pours his soul into every guitar he makes; heuses cutting-edge
science to guide his work, and it shows...as head of Artist Relations and Product Development at Mel
Bay, it gives me great pleasure topublish Tom's work, which will no doubt take the art of lutherie to
a new level. I hope you'll spend some time soaking in this book - it will certainly augmentyour
musicality - Collin Bay. Includes access to online video
  acoustic guitar making: Guitarmaking: Tradition and Technology William Cumpiano, Jonathan
D. Natelson, 1994-02 A complete reference for the design and construction of the steel-string folk
guitar and the classical guitar.
  acoustic guitar making: Building an Acoustic Guitar Bruce Scism, 2021-03 An illustrated,
detailed, step-by-step guide to building an acoustic guitar. Written and designed to provide the
confidence, directions, and skill building exercises for a novice or relatively new acoustic guitar
builder. The book is designed for a person who wants to first build from a kit (from Martin Guitars,
for example) and includes opportunities and instructions on customization to make their instrument
truly unique. Woodworking skills are not required; special sections are included that lay out
exercises that allow a person to practice and build sufficient skills to accomplish the more difficult
and/or critical points of the build. A special section is devoted to the skills to inlay a design or logo
into the headstock.
  acoustic guitar making: The Luthier's Handbook Roger H. Siminoff, 2002 (Book). An
essential item for the instrument builder, The Luthier's Handbook explores the secrets and science
behind making good-sounding acoustic stringed instruments. Renowned author Roger H. Siminoff
brings to the table more than four decades of luthiery experience and shares the time-tested
philosophies, tips and technology of the craft. As the ideal complement to other books on building
instruments, this text describes the structural and acoustical attributes of air chambers; what to
listen for when tap-tuning; selecting a good piece of wood; placement of the braces and tone bars
and how to tune them; how to select the right strings; what to consider in bridge design concepts;
and much more. Includes a free String Gauge Calculator for determining the right set of strings.
  acoustic guitar making: Guitar Building, an Acoustic Archtop R. Dayton, 2016-01-19 There are
many books written about making acoustic and electric guitars. Some bridge the subject of making
an archtop, but none that a layman could easily use. This book attempts to close the gap. Including
as many photographs as possible, every attempt was made to call out potential pitfalls that a first
time builder is likely to encounter.The book is laid out with a work instruction mentality and is not
intended to be a book to sit down by the fire with unless in an act of frustration you want to burn it.
Much of the work required is work that you can do at the kitchen table with paper, pencil, ruler, etc.
For instance, you can draw the body shape, layout the neck, do all your fret calculations, sketch
plans for the various jigs, and work out your budget. The guitar cost less than $200 in parts



including wood, tuning machines, etc. The costs associated with the woodworking tools depends on
what you already possess, what you are willing to invest in, and how friendly you are with a neighbor
who may be interested in an exchange of borrowed tool time for steaks on the grill some weekend.
There is something about working with wood that is inspirational. Maybe it is the smell of the freshly
cut wood, the mystery of what the grain will look like when the finish is applied, or the simplicity
with which something incredibly beautiful may be made. This book will not answer every question,
but will inspire you to experiment, will bring out your artistic side while you make an instrument
unlike any other.
  acoustic guitar making: Complete Guide to Building Kit Acoustic Guitars Bill Cory,
2017-07-25 Twelve years ago, I asked, Could I actually build a guitar? I was 57 years old, hadn't built
anything of wood since 1962 in 7th grade wood shop (a coat rack), and owned no woodworking
tools. I didn't know people built guitars of their own! But I was intrigued by the possibility. I studied
the Stewart-MacDonald catalog and ordered a kit, a 12-fret rosewood and spruce 000. A few months
later, I was playing it! It was an amazing and memorable experience. I decided to do it again, and
again ... Now twelve years later, many more guitars have come out of my little home shop-all from
kits. Brazilian rosewood/Coastal Redwood...Indian rosewood/cedar ...mahogany/Sitka ... Indian
rosewood/red spruce-all kinds of standard and exotic wood combinations and body styles. It has
been a blast. And, it has produced this book about acoustic kits-the only book specifically dedicated
to acoustic kits and their place in the guitar building world. Complete Guide to Building Kit Acoustic
Guitars has helped hundreds, possibly thousands, of beginning guitar builders worldwide to begin to
build their own quality acoustic guitars. Until now, it's only been available with spiral binding. With
this revision, the perfect binding is also available. Here are a few highlights: Why a Kit? Why not?
Tools you'll need and how to save on them Your space requirements (not much!) Where to get the
right kit for you How to create a completely custom kit How long it will take to build Tools you can
build Resources for guitar builders Detailed building logs for two guitars Complete Glossary of
lutherie terms A complete build, step by step ... and a whole lot more, illustrated with over 450
pictures I love building guitars and playing them! I also enjoy writing, and this book has made
possible both of those enjoyable pursuits. Completely revised and updated, the book reflects my
continuing enthusiasm and learning about this little brother to luthiery, the building of kit guitars by
beginners and hobby builders. This is the only book dedicated to guitar making with guitar kits. It's
a specialty, for sure. But does a kit end up being a real guitar? You can bet on it! Some of my
guitars, made from choice woods, are the match of guitars created by the major companies in the
world, both for playability and tone. And they look great, too! Please take a look into the book, follow
a link from page 5 to hear and see a couple of my kits being played. They sound good, but I'm sure
yours can sound and look even better! If you've thought about it, now find out about it too! Order
your copy! (Hint, ladies: It makes a great gift for a husband looking for a new challenge!)
  acoustic guitar making: Acoustic Guitar Making Nick Blishen, 2012 A step-by-step guide to a
unique instrument, made to the reader's own specification and design Many people are frustrated by
the mass-produced guitar and dream of something more unique. This practical book will help
readers achieve that dream, and will inform and enlighten them along the way. Drawing on a range
of ideas and techniques, it explains the process in a clear and logical way, thereby demystifying the
task and making the guitar a joy to build and then to play. It covers tools, techniques, and selection
of materials; how to avoid pitfalls and make faster progress; and how to achieve a professional finish
and set up the guitar. From making the initial templates to gluing the fingerboards, it provides
careful instruction on the entire detailed process.
  acoustic guitar making: Building the Steel String Acoustic Guitar R M Mottola, 2021-10-20
The result of over twenty years of research to identify, catalog, and assess acoustic guitar
construction techniques, Building the Steel String Acoustic Guitar is the most comprehensive source
of steel string guitar construction information available. Designed specifically to be accessible to the
first-time guitar builder, information is presented as a series of small and well-defined construction
operations. Historical information and background theory is provided where appropriate for each of



these operations. Construction is presented using tools that most woodworkers already have,
supplemented by a minimal set of special-purpose guitar-making tools. The construction techniques
make heavy use of simple jigs and fixtures which help achieve precision results. Guitar construction
operations that novice builders find to be difficult and confusing are broken down into
easy-to-understand parts and are explained in step-by-step detail. Commonly made construction
mistakes are pointed out, along with instructions for fixing them. Important details of construction
that may not be obvious to first time guitar makers are carefully described. This lavishly illustrated
book has over 500 pages and contains more than 1000 photos and drawings. Features of the book
include: Small, discrete, well-defined construction operations Includes links to download free plans
and templates for two different guitars Both USA (Imperial, English) and metric units of
measurement are presented Limited use of special purpose tools Limited use of complicated jigs and
fixtures Extensive use of quick-construction, disposable jigs and fixtures Construction is detailed for
left-handed as well as right-handed instruments Math free Use of traditional woods as well as
domestic species Modern alternatives to traditional shell inlay decoration are presented Glossary of
lutherie terminology is included Alternative construction techniques are offered for some parts, to
make use of different woodworking tools and skills Commonly made mistakes are pointed out, and
instructions to fix them are provided Attention to important details of construction that may not be
obvious to beginners Includes a comprehensive index Explains unfamiliar construction operations in
step-by-step detail, including: Fret slotting Neck carving Side bending Making the rosette Binding
and purfling Neck fitting Application of hand applied finishes
  acoustic guitar making: Complete Guide to Building Kit Acoustic Guitars Bill Cory, 2017-10-10
Twelve years ago, I asked, Could I actually build a guitar? I was 57 years old, hadn't built anything of
wood since 1962 in 7th grade wood shop (a coat rack), and owned no woodworking tools. I didn't
know people built guitars of their own! But I was intrigued by the possibility. I studied the
Stewart-MacDonald catalog and ordered a kit, a 12-fret rosewood and spruce 000. A few months
later, I was playing it! It was an amazing and memorable experience. I decided to do it again, and
again ... Now twelve years later, many more guitars have come out of my little home shop-all from
kits. Brazilian rosewood w/Coastal Redwood... Indian rosewood w/cedar ...mahogany w/Sitka ...
Indian rosewood w/red spruce-all kinds of standard and exotic wood combinations and body styles. It
has been a blast. And, it has produced this book about acoustic kits-the only book specifically
dedicated to acoustic kits and their place in the guitar building world. Complete Guide to Building
Kit Acoustic Guitars has helped hundreds, possibly thousands, of beginning guitar builders
worldwide to begin to build their own quality acoustic guitars. Until now, it's only been available
with spiral binding. With this revision, the perfect binding is also available. Here are a few
highlights: Why a Kit? Why not? Tools you'll need and how to save on them Your space requirements
(not much!) Where to get the right kit for you How to create a completely custom kit How long it will
take to build Tools you can build Resources for guitar builders Detailed building logs for two guitars
Complete Glossary of lutherie terms A complete build, step by step ... and a whole lot more,
illustrated with over 450 pictures I love building guitars and playing them! I also enjoy writing, and
this book has made possible both of those enjoyable pursuits. Completely revised and updated, the
book reflects my continuing enthusiasm and learning about this little brother to luthiery, the
building of kit guitars by beginners and hobby builders. This is the only book dedicated to guitar
making with guitar kits. It's a specialty, for sure. But does a kit end up being a real guitar? You can
bet on it! Some of my guitars, made from choice woods, are the match of guitars created by the
major companies in the world, both for playability and tone. And they look great, too! Please take a
look into the book, follow a link from page 5 to hear and see a couple of my kits being played. They
sound good, but I'm sure yours can sound and look even better! If you've thought about it, now find
out about it too! Order your copy today! (Hint, ladies: It makes a great gift for a husband looking for
a new challenge!)
  acoustic guitar making: The Phoenix Guitar Company's Guide to Guitarmaking for the Small
Shop George S. Leach, 2015-06-15 The Phoenix Guitar Company's Guide to Guitarmaking for the



Small Shop is an easy-to-follow, step-by-step guide describing how three very different types of
guitars (steel string, archtop, and classical) can be built using very similar methods. In a small shop,
where space (and manpower) is limited, a guitarmaker needs to optimize his or her working area
and methodology. This book demonstrates how to simplify procedures in a shop, allowing the
guitarmaker to build several types of guitar without needing lots of room. The Phoenix Guitar
Company's Guide to Guitarmaking for the Small Shop includes over six hundred photos and
illustrations, along with tips, recommendations, and jigs to help beginners and advanced builders
alike.
  acoustic guitar making: Classical Guitar Making John S. Bogdanovich, 2007 Renowned luthier
John S. Bogdanovich crafted the project shown inside for his own personal use. The design he
presents is simple but elegant and is a composite of ideas borrowed from several different guitars
admired for their tonal qualities and aesthetic details. In close-up photographs Bogdanovich invites
you to stand by his side and follow the entire process from start to finish. He offers guidance
through every step, and explains every decision, from the arrangement of his workbench and the
selection of the wood, to tuning and setting up the instrument. Bogdanovich also provides a choice of
alternative methods and materials -- to help you find your own style of working, and to enable you to
add your personal touches to your project. By the time your instrument is finished, you'll have
acquired a world of knowledge, from the difference between quartersawn and flat-sawn wood to the
pros and cons of lacquer versus French polish. You'll have mastered dozens of skills, including
bending and aminating wood and cutting and seating wire frets. Best of all, you'll have a beautiful
instrument, designed to your own specifications, that will give pleasure to everyone who hears it. --
Book jacket.
  acoustic guitar making: Music in the Making of Modern Japan Kei Hibino, Barnaby Ralph,
Henry Johnson, 2021-07-29 This volume explores the notion of “affective media” within and across
different arts in Japan, with a primary focus on music, whether as standalone product or connected
to other genres such as theatre and photography. The volume explores the Japanese reception of this
“affective media”, its transformation and subsequent cultural flow. Moving from a discussion of early
encounters with the West through Jesuits and others, the contributors primarily consider the role of
music in the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries. With ten original chapters, the volume
covers a wealth of themes, from education, koto music, guitar making, avant-garde recorder works,
musicals and rock photography, to interviews with contemporary performers in jazz, modern rock
and J-pop. Innovative and fascinating, the book provides rich new insights and material to all those
interested in Japanese musical culture.
  acoustic guitar making: Engineering the Guitar Richard Mark French, 2008-12-16
Engineering the Guitar: Theory and Practice uniquely describes the mechanics of the guitar for
engineers and craftsmen alike. Complete with informative illustrations, this popular musical volume
describes the underlying mechanical concepts behind the guitar, supported by theory and test. A
detailed description of guitar electronics paired with an analysis of sound quality appeals to
scientific audiences as well as musicians technically apt. Readers will gain an understanding of the
technical behavior of the instrument with respect to structural and component dynamics, in addition
to the informative treatment of analytical models. Hand made and mass produced techniques are
also examined in a chapter devoted to manufacturing processes. Audiences interested in mechanics,
acoustics, and instrument making will find Engineering the Guitar: Theory and Practice an
informative and enjoyable read.
  acoustic guitar making: Contemporary Acoustic Guitar Design and Build: Build Trevor Gore,
Gerard Gilet, 2011 Volume 1 Design, is dedicated to the science of acoustics including sound and
hearing, vibration and resonance, and acoustic radiation, and its application to guitar design.
Volume 2 Build, details the practical realisation of Volume 1 showing the process of building a guitar
from rough sawn wood up to finishing and set-up and includes plans for four types of guitar (fan
braced classical, lattice braced classical, X-braced steel string and falcate braced steel
string).--Authors website.
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