
african american history facts

african american history facts reveal the rich and complex story of African
Americans and their significant contributions to the United States. From the
earliest days of slavery to the Civil Rights Movement and beyond, these facts
highlight struggles for freedom, equality, and justice. This article explores
key moments, influential figures, and important cultural achievements that
have shaped African American history. Understanding these facts provides
vital context for the ongoing quest for civil rights and social equity. The
following sections will cover early history, slavery and abolition, the Civil
Rights era, and cultural and social contributions, offering a thorough
overview of African American history facts essential for education and
awareness.

Early African American History and Origins

The Era of Slavery and Abolition

The Civil Rights Movement and Legal Milestones

Cultural, Social, and Political Contributions

Early African American History and Origins
The origins of African American history facts trace back to the transatlantic
slave trade and the arrival of the first Africans in North America in the
early 17th century. Early African Americans laid the foundation for a unique
cultural identity through resilience and adaptation despite the oppressive
conditions of slavery. Their history also intersects with indigenous peoples
and European settlers, shaping the fabric of colonial America.

First Arrival in America
In 1619, a Dutch ship brought the first recorded African slaves to the
English colony of Virginia. This event marked the beginning of African
American presence in what would become the United States. These early
Africans were initially treated as indentured servants, but racialized
slavery soon became institutionalized.

Life in Colonial America
African Americans in colonial times experienced harsh conditions but
contributed extensively to the economic development of the colonies. Enslaved
Africans worked primarily in agriculture, particularly in tobacco, rice, and
indigo plantations. Despite oppression, they preserved cultural traditions
and created new forms of community and resistance.



Resistance and Early Rebellions
Throughout the colonial period, African Americans resisted slavery through
various means, including escape, rebellion, and subtle acts of defiance.
Notable early uprisings such as the Stono Rebellion of 1739 demonstrated
their determination to fight for freedom, laying groundwork for future
abolitionist efforts.

The Era of Slavery and Abolition
The institution of slavery defined much of African American history facts
during the 18th and 19th centuries. Millions of Africans and their
descendants were enslaved under brutal conditions, yet their relentless
struggle helped catalyze the abolition movement. This period included
significant legislation, landmark court cases, and influential abolitionists
whose efforts eventually led to emancipation.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade
The transatlantic slave trade forcibly transported approximately 12 million
Africans to the Americas. This human trafficking was central to the
development of the American economy but inflicted immense suffering. African
American history facts acknowledge the enduring impact of this trade on
families, communities, and societies.

Abolitionist Leaders and Movements
Prominent abolitionists such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and
Sojourner Truth played critical roles in challenging slavery. Their activism,
speeches, and writings galvanized public opinion and pressured lawmakers
toward emancipation. The Underground Railroad was a vital network helping
enslaved people escape to freedom.

Legal Milestones and Emancipation
Key legal milestones include the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 and the
ratification of the 13th Amendment in 1865, which abolished slavery in the
United States. Reconstruction efforts aimed to integrate formerly enslaved
people into society, though persistent racial discrimination endured.

The Civil Rights Movement and Legal Milestones
The 20th century brought pivotal African American history facts centered on
the Civil Rights Movement, which sought to end segregation and secure equal
rights under the law. This movement was marked by courageous activism,
landmark court cases, and legislative victories that reshaped American
society.



Segregation and Jim Crow Laws
Following Reconstruction, Southern states enacted Jim Crow laws enforcing
racial segregation and disenfranchisement. African Americans faced systemic
discrimination in education, voting, employment, and public accommodations,
prompting widespread resistance and legal challenges.

Key Civil Rights Leaders
Leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Malcolm X, and Thurgood
Marshall were instrumental in advancing civil rights. Their leadership
inspired mass protests, legal battles, and political advocacy that brought
national attention to racial injustice.

Important Legal Victories
Several court decisions and legislation were milestones in civil rights
progress:

Brown v. Board of Education (1954): Declared segregation in public
schools unconstitutional.

Civil Rights Act of 1964: Prohibited discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, or national origin.

Voting Rights Act of 1965: Eliminated barriers to voting for African
Americans.

Cultural, Social, and Political Contributions
African American history facts also encompass the profound cultural, social,
and political contributions made by African Americans. These achievements
have enriched American life and continue to influence global culture and
thought.

Arts and Literature
The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s was a cultural explosion where African
American artists, writers, and musicians gained prominence. Figures such as
Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and Duke Ellington elevated African
American cultural expression on a national scale.

Political Advancements
African Americans have made significant strides in political representation,
including the election of Barack Obama as the first African American
president in 2008. This milestone symbolizes progress in the ongoing struggle
for equality and inclusion.



Social Movements and Modern Impact
Contemporary movements such as Black Lives Matter continue the legacy of
African American activism. These movements address systemic racism and police
brutality, echoing historical demands for justice and equity.

Notable African American Contributions
Key contributions across various fields include:

Science and Innovation: George Washington Carver’s agricultural advances
and Mae Jemison’s achievements in space exploration.

Music: The development of jazz, blues, hip-hop, and R&B.

Sports: Trailblazers like Jackie Robinson who broke racial barriers in
professional sports.

Education: Founding of historically black colleges and universities
(HBCUs) fostering academic excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the significance of the Harlem Renaissance
in African American history?
The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural, social, and artistic explosion during
the 1920s centered in Harlem, New York. It marked a rebirth of African
American arts and culture, fostering a new black cultural identity and
influencing literature, music, and art.

Who was the first African American to serve in the
U.S. Senate?
Hiram Revels was the first African American to serve in the U.S. Senate. He
represented Mississippi from 1870 to 1871 during the Reconstruction era.

What was the impact of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
on African Americans?
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, or national origin. It was a landmark law that helped end
segregation and provided African Americans with greater legal protections and
equal access to public facilities and employment.



Who was Harriet Tubman and what role did she play in
African American history?
Harriet Tubman was an escaped enslaved woman who became a leading
abolitionist and conductor of the Underground Railroad. She helped hundreds
of enslaved people escape to freedom and was also a spy and nurse during the
Civil War.

What was the importance of the Brown v. Board of
Education Supreme Court decision?
The 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision declared that racial
segregation in public schools was unconstitutional. This landmark ruling
helped dismantle segregation and was a major victory for the Civil Rights
Movement.

How did the Great Migration affect African American
communities?
The Great Migration, which occurred from approximately 1916 to 1970, involved
millions of African Americans moving from the rural South to urban areas in
the North and West. This migration transformed African American culture,
politics, and social dynamics in cities across the U.S.

Additional Resources
1. “The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration”
This book by Isabel Wilkerson chronicles the decades-long migration of
African Americans from the rural South to the urban North and West between
1915 and 1970. It provides personal stories of three individuals who made the
journey, illustrating the struggles and hopes that defined this
transformative period. The narrative sheds light on the social, economic, and
political impact of the Great Migration on American history.

2. “Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in
America”
Ibram X. Kendi’s groundbreaking work explores the development and
perpetuation of racist ideas in the United States from the colonial era to
the present. The book reveals how these ideas have been used to justify
discrimination and inequality. It combines biography, history, and critical
analysis to challenge readers to confront systemic racism.

3. “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”
This classic autobiography by Frederick Douglass offers a firsthand account
of the brutal realities of slavery and his journey to freedom. His eloquent
testimony helped fuel the abolitionist movement in the 19th century. The book
remains a powerful and influential work in African American literature and
history.



4. “The Souls of Black Folk”
W.E.B. Du Bois’s seminal 1903 collection of essays addresses the complexities
of African American life post-Reconstruction. The work introduces the concept
of “double consciousness,” describing the internal conflict experienced by
African Americans in a racially divided society. It is a foundational text in
African American intellectual history.

5. “Between the World and Me”
Ta-Nehisi Coates writes in the form of a letter to his son, exploring the
realities of being Black in America. The book delves into history, personal
experience, and social critique to address systemic racism and identity. It
is a contemporary reflection on the ongoing struggle for racial justice.

6. “Black Boy”
Richard Wright’s autobiography recounts his childhood and young adulthood in
the Jim Crow South. The book exposes the harsh realities of racism, violence,
and poverty, while also highlighting Wright’s determination to become a
writer. It is a powerful narrative of resilience and self-discovery.

7. “From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans”
John Hope Franklin’s comprehensive history covers African American
experiences from slavery through the civil rights movement and beyond. The
book combines scholarly research with accessible storytelling to provide an
essential overview of Black history in the United States. It is widely used
in academic settings.

8. “The Autobiography of Malcolm X”
Co-written by Alex Haley, this autobiography tells the story of Malcolm X’s
transformation from a troubled youth to a prominent civil rights leader. The
book explores themes of identity, religion, and social justice, offering
insight into the complexities of the African American struggle for equality.
It remains a vital work in understanding 20th-century Black activism.

9. “Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches”
Audre Lorde’s collection of essays and speeches addresses issues of race,
gender, and sexuality from the perspective of a Black lesbian feminist. Her
writings challenge readers to confront intersecting forms of oppression and
embrace difference. The book is influential in both African American history
and feminist thought.
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Proof J. A. Rogers, 2012-07-25 White supremacy-busting facts that ran in the black publication the
Pittsburgh Courier, written by the renowned African American author and journalist. First published
in 1934 and revised in 1962, this book gathers journalist and historian Joel Augustus Rogers’
columns from the syndicated newspaper feature titled Your History. Patterned after the look of
Ripley’s popular Believe It or Not the multiple vignettes in each episode recount short items from
Rogers’s research. The feature began in the Pittsburgh Courier in November 1934 and ran through
the 1960s. “I have been intrigued by this book, and by its author, since I first encountered it as a
student in an undergraduate survey course in African-American history at Yale . . . Sometimes,
[Rogers] was astonishingly accurate; at other times, he seems to have been tripping a bit, shall we
say.” —Henry Louis Gates, Jr., The Root “Rogers made great contribution to publishing and
distributing little know African history facts through books and pamphlets such as 100 Amazing
Facts About the Negro with Complete Proof and The Five Negro Presidents . . . The common thread
in Roger’s research was his unending aim to counter white supremacist propaganda that prevailed
in segregated communities across the United States against people of African descent.” —Black
History Heroes
  african american history facts: Atlas of African-American History James Ciment, 2007 A
comprehensive history of African Americans, including culture, slavery, and civil rights.
  african american history facts: America I AM Black Facts Quintard Taylor, 2009-02-02
Time is the great equalizer. No person, race, culture, or nation stands beyond its reach or can alter
its inevitable progress. Timelines, lists of events in chronological order as they happened, allow us to
understand the historical past as the evolution of events and eras. In the case of African American
history, which has often been subject to blatant and subtle distortion, a timeline can both set the
record straight, and expand our knowledge in new and exciting ways. America I AM Black Facts, a
companion volume to the four-year touring museum exhibition, America I AM: The African American
Imprint created by Tavis Smiley, offers an introduction to the rich, complex, tragic, and triumphal
history of the forty million people of African descent over five centuries in what is now the United
States. This fascinating volume features six timelines that chronicle the indelible imprint African
Americans have made on the life, history, and culture of the United States and the world.
  african american history facts: Black History Facts Pablo Banks, 2020-07-05 On the off
chance that you are not African American, odds are you may not think about the part African
Americans have played in molding this country. Truly, you know that quite a while prior subjection
existed in this nation, and maybe you've known about the late Martin Luther Ruler, Jr., does your
insight stop directly there? Assuming this is the case, I unassumingly recommend to you that you've
been cheated! From creations and medication to fighting and overwhelming work, blacks have been
a basic piece of building the US of America. Get the book now to know more about black history
facts you've never known before.
  african american history facts: The Black History Bowl: Mini Biographies of African
Americans Cadmus S. Hull, 2018-12-07 When I spoke at book signings for my first book, I found that
people, in general, knew very little about many of the African Americans that I had on the display
board. Thus, this second book in The Black History Bowl series was written to make people aware of
the contributions that African Americans have made to American and World history. The African
American history quiz that is included in the book is divided into eight (8) sections. Each section
begins with a worksheet. The worksheet is followed by short biographies of the African American
history contributors. There is an answer sheet at the end of each section. In addition, note sheets
have been included with each biography for you to use to take notes when researching and
gathering information. Additional information on each African American can be found on the web
site that is listed at the bottom of the page after the biography. Also, included in this book is
information on some points of interest that I think are important to the knowledge base of the
average American. The information includes the African American holiday of Kwanzaa, the NAACP's
Spingarn Medal, and information on Juneteenth (the actual day when all slaves were freed). In
addition, this book includes a section for Women's History Month which highlights African American



women from my first book. A timeline of African American history is also included. It is hoped that
you will enjoy reading the book as you continue to enrich your knowledge of the contributions that
African Americans have made to history. Dr. C. Sam Hull earned an Associate Degree in Education
from Cumberland County College and further pursued his academic corridor to Glassboro State
College (GSC), now Rowan University. Glassboro State College would continue Sam's educational
tour leading to both a Bachelor's Degree and a Master's Degree. Armed with a Bachelor's in
Elementary Education and Master's in Student Personnel Services and School Administration, Sam's
educational path led him to Nova University where he achieved his ultimate goal of a Doctorate in
School Leadership. Dr. Hull's achievements as an educational leader have been well documented
through numerous contributions to the education field. Currently, Dr. Hull is a member of the New
Jersey Association of School Administrators and Cumberland County Principals and Supervisors
Association. Fairfield Board of Education enjoyed the fruits of this dedicated and committed
educator for twenty-nine years. Dr. Hull retired June 30, 2004, after 33 years in education. A little
known black history fact is that Dr. Hull was Cumberland County's first black Superintendent of
Schools. Dr. Hull enjoys writing books, reading, and traveling. In addition, Dr. Hull keeps busy by
serving as a Clinical Teaching Supervisor for Fairleigh Dickinson University and Grand Canyon
University, serving on the Cumberland County College Foundation Board and as the Managing
Member of his family-owned tutoring program for children in kindergarten through eighth grade.
  african american history facts: African American History Reconsidered Pero Gaglo Dagbovie,
2010 This volume establishes new perspectives on African American history. The author discusses a
wide range of issues and themes for understanding and analyzing African American history, the 20th
century African American historical enterprise, and the teaching of African American history for the
21st century.
  african american history facts: African American History in New Mexico Bruce A. Glasrud,
2013-02-15 Although their total numbers in New Mexico were never large, blacks arrived with
Spanish explorers and settlers and played active roles in the history of the territory and state. Here,
Bruce Glasrud assembles the best information available on the themes, events, and personages of
black New Mexico history. The contributors portray the blacks who accompanied Cabeza de Vaca,
Coronado and de Vargas and recount their interactions with Native Americans in colonial New
Mexico. Chapters on the territorial period examine black trappers and traders as well as review the
issue of slavery in the territory and the blacks who accompanied Confederate troops and fought in
the Union army during the Civil War in New Mexico. Eventually blacks worked on farms and
ranches, in mines, and on railroads as well as in the military, seeking freedom and opportunity in
New Mexico’s wide open spaces. A number of black towns were established in rural areas. Lacking
political power because they represented such a small percentage of New Mexico’s population,
blacks relied largely on their own resources and networks, particularly churches and schools.
  african american history facts: African American History Joanne Turner-Sadler, 2009 Every
year more colleges and high schools are offering classes (and often making them required classes) in
black history. Joanne Turner-Sadler provides a concise and probing treatment of 400 years of black
history in America that can be used with age groups ranging from lower high school to college. In
African American History: An Introduction the author touches on key figures and events that have
shaped African American culture beginning with a look at Africa and its various civilizations and the
migration of the African people to America. Some essential topics covered are: the struggle with
slavery, the role African Americans played in America's wars (including the current war in Iraq),
race riots and unions, the NAACP, civil rights, and black power movements, the Harlem
Renaissance, issues in education, the journey into the West, legal cases such as Plessy vs. Ferguson
and Brown vs. Board of Education, African Americans as athletes, entertainers, and statesmen. This
book is an indispensable addition to all library collections as well as a teaching tool for instructors. It
is heavily illustrated (photos, maps, timelines) with useful end-of-the-chapter questions and activities
for further study and includes a handy bibliography of suggested readings and an index. New in this
edition is a section on the historic election of Barack Obama, the first African American president of



the United States. Interesting connections Obama has to past presidents are explored as well. This
edition also contains enhanced discussions of Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice, and the historic
positions both held.
  african american history facts: Encyclopedia of African American Music Tammy L.
Kernodle, Horace Maxile, Emmett G. Price III, 2010-12-17 African Americans' historical roots are
encapsulated in the lyrics, melodies, and rhythms of their music. In the 18th and 19th centuries,
African slaves, longing for emancipation, expressed their hopes and dreams through spirituals.
Inspired by African civilization and culture, as well as religion, art, literature, and social issues, this
influential, joyous, tragic, uplifting, challenging, and enduring music evolved into many diverse
genres, including jazz, blues, rock and roll, soul, swing, and hip hop. Providing a lyrical history of
our nation, this groundbreaking encyclopedia, the first of its kind, showcases all facets of African
American music including folk, religious, concert and popular styles. Over 500 in-depth entries by
more than 100 scholars on a vast range of topics such as genres, styles, individuals, groups, and
collectives as well as historical topics such as music of the Harlem Renaissance, the Black Arts
Movement, the Civil Rights Movement, and numerous others. Offering balanced representation of
key individuals, groups, and ensembles associated with diverse religious beliefs, political affiliations,
and other perspectives not usually approached, this indispensable reference illuminates the
profound role that African American music has played in American cultural history. Editors Price,
Kernodle, and Maxile provide balanced representation of various individuals, groups and ensembles
associated with diverse religious beliefs, political affiliations, and perspectives. Also highlighted are
the major record labels, institutions of higher learning, and various cultural venues that have had a
tremendous impact on the development and preservation of African American music. Among the
featured: Motown Records, Black Swan Records, Fisk University, Gospel Music Workshop of
America, The Cotton Club, Center for Black Music Research, and more. With a broad scope,
substantial entries, current coverage, and special attention to historical, political, and social
contexts, this encyclopedia is designed specifically for high school and undergraduate students.
Academic and public libraries will treasure this resource as an incomparable guide to our nation's
African American heritage.
  african american history facts: The Black History Bowl 2020 Hindsight Vision African
American History Matters: It Is American History Cadmus Hull, 2020-08-28 Where would we be
without Black People? In 1915, Dr. Carter G. Woodson founded the Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History located in Washington, D.C. Realizing the importance of the contributions of
Black Americans to the foundation and formation of American history, and in some cases, World
history, Woodson created Negro History Week in 1926. The purpose of his efforts was to recognize
the accomplishments of Black civil rights leaders, scientists, inventors, pioneers, educators,
contributors to government, writers, athletes, and entertainers. It was expanded into Black History
Month in February 1976. Dr. Woodson chose the month of February as a tribute to Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass, whose birthdays are February 12th and 14th respectively. In recent years,
African American History has gained acknowledgment in American culture and history. It is now
included in some classroom books and curricula. However, not enough has been done to fully
recognize the contributions of African Americans to history. Thus, The Black History Bowl was
designed and created to continue and expand upon the goal that Carter G. Woodson set out to
accomplish; to present a fair and clear picture of the role African Americans have played in
American and World History.The black history quiz that is included in the following pages is divided
into eight (8) sections of black history facts. Each section begins with a black history worksheet. The
worksheet is followed by facts on the black history contributors who are listed at the beginning of
each section. The answers to each section are on the last page of that section.This black history quiz
guide is designed to test your knowledge of Black history, as well as enhance your knowledge of
American history. Hopefully, through the next pages, and some research on your own, you will begin
to gain 2020 hindsight as to where we would be without Black people. Enjoy this book as you enrich
your knowledge of the contributions that African Americans (Black Americans) have made to history.



  african american history facts: The African American People Molefi Kete Asante, 2013-06-17
The African American People is the first history of the African American people to take a global look
at the role African Americans have played in the world. Author Molefi Kete Asante synthesizes the
familiar tale of history’s effect on the African people who found themselves forcibly part of the
United States with a new look at how African Americans in later generations impacted the rest of the
world. Designed for a range of students studying African American History or African American
Studies, The African American People takes the story from Africa to the Americas, and follows the
diaspora through the Underground Railroad to Canada, and on to Europe, Asia, and around the
globe. Including over 50 images documenting African American lives, The African American People
presents the most detailed discussion of the African and African American diaspora to date, giving
student the foundation they need to broaden their conception of African American History.
  african american history facts: History of African Americans Thomas J. Davis, 2016-10-24
This rich cultural history of African Americans outlines their travails, triumphs, and achievements in
negotiating individual and collective identities to overcome racism, slavery, and the legacies of these
injustices from colonial times to the present. One of every five Americans at the nation's beginning
was an African American-a fact that underscores their importance in U.S. growth and development.
This fascinating study moves from Africans' early contacts with the Americas to African Americans'
21st-century presence, exploring their role in building the American nation and in constructing their
own identities, communities, and cultures. Historian and lawyer Thomas J. Davis's multi-themed
narrative of compelling content provides a historical overview of the rise of African Americans from
slavery and segregation in their anti-racist quest to enjoy equal rights and opportunities to reach the
American Dream of pursuing happiness. The work features portraits of individuals and treats images
of African Americans in their roles as performers, producers, consumers, and creators, and as the
face of social problems such as crime, education, and poverty.
  african american history facts: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to the Present
Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from A to C that explores significant events,
major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in African-American history from
1896 to the twenty-first-century.
  african american history facts: The Harvard Guide to African-American History Evelyn Brooks
Higginbotham, 2001 This massive guide, sponsored by the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for
Afro-American Research at Harvard University and compiled by renowned experts, offers a
compendium of information and interpretation on over 500 years of black experience in America.
  african american history facts: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1619-1895 Paul
Finkelman, 2006-04-06 It is impossible to understand America without understanding the history of
African Americans. In nearly seven hundred entries, the Encyclopedia of African American History,
1619-1895 documents the full range of the African American experience during that period - from
the arrival of the first slave ship to the death of Frederick Douglass - and shows how all aspects of
American culture, history, and national identity have been profoundly influenced by the experience
of African Americans.The Encyclopedia covers an extraordinary range of subjects. Major topics such
as Abolitionism, Black Nationalism, the Civil War, the Dred Scott case, Reconstruction, Slave
Rebellions and Insurrections, the Underground Railroad, and Voting Rights are given the in-depth
treatment one would expect. But the encyclopedia also contains hundreds of fascinating entries on
less obvious subjects, such as the African Grove Theatre, Black Seafarers, Buffalo Soldiers, the
Catholic Church and African Americans, Cemeteries and Burials, Gender, Midwifery, New York
African Free Schools, Oratory and Verbal Arts, Religion and Slavery, the Secret Six, and much more.
In addition, the Encyclopedia offers brief biographies of important African Americans - as well as
white Americans who have played a significant role in African American history - from Crispus
Attucks, John Brown, and Henry Ward Beecher to Olaudah Equiano, Frederick Douglass, Sarah
Grimke, Sojourner Truth, Nat Turner, Phillis Wheatley, and many others.All of the Encyclopedia's
alphabetically arranged entries are accessibly written and free of jargon and technical terms. To
facilitate ease of use, many composite entries gather similar topics under one headword. The entry



for Slave Narratives, for example, includes three subentries: The Slave Narrative in America from
the Colonial Period to the Civil War, Interpreting Slave Narratives, and African and British Slave
Narratives. A headnote detailing the various subentries introduces each composite entry. Selective
bibliographies and cross-references appear at the end of each article to direct readers to related
articles within the Encyclopedia and to primary sources and scholarly works beyond it. A topical
outline, chronology of major events, nearly 300 black and white illustrations, and comprehensive
index further enhance the work's usefulness.
  african american history facts: The Leading Facts of American History David Henry
Montgomery, 1910
  african american history facts: African American History Day by Day Karen Juanita Carrillo,
2012-08-22 The proof of any group's importance to history is in the detail, a fact made plain by this
informative book's day-by-day documentation of the impact of African Americans on life in the
United States. One of the easiest ways to grasp any aspect of history is to look at it as a continuum.
African American History Day by Day: A Reference Guide to Events provides just such an
opportunity. Organized in the form of a calendar, this book allows readers to see the dates of famous
births, deaths, and events that have affected the lives of African Americans and, by extension, of
America as a whole. Each day features an entry with information about an important event that
occurred on that date. Background on the highlighted event is provided, along with a link to at least
one primary source document and references to books and websites that can provide more
information. While there are other calendars of African American history, this one is set apart by its
level of academic detail. It is not only a calendar, but also an easy-to-use reference and learning tool.
  african american history facts: Timetables of African-American History Sharon Harley,
1996-01-19 From the first African communities in North America to the days of slavery, from the
aesthetic achievements of the Harlem Renaissance to the political triumphs of the civil rights
movement, from Harriet Tubman's creation of the Underground Railroad to the election of Carol
Moseley Braun -- the first black woman senator -- in 1992, this comprehensive book illuminates
African Americans both famous and little known. Thousands of entries document historical moments,
laws and legal actions, and noteworthy events in the areas of religion, the arts, sports, education,
and science and technology. The varied accomplishments of black Americans come to life in brief
profiles of Louis Armstrong, Salt-N-Pepa, Zora Neale Hurston, James Baldwin, Joe Louis, Wilma
Rudolph, Paul Robeson, General Colin Powell, and hundreds of others.
  african american history facts: African-American History Facts (1619-1974) P. Hilton
Taylor, 1991-08-01
  african american history facts: African American: Readings in History and Identity Al Smith,
2000
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