
afterlife beliefs

afterlife beliefs have been a fundamental aspect of human culture and spirituality throughout
history. These beliefs encompass the various ideas and doctrines about what happens to the soul or
consciousness after physical death. Across different religions, philosophies, and cultures, afterlife
beliefs provide answers to existential questions about mortality, the soul’s journey, and the possibility
of continuation beyond earthly life. Understanding these beliefs offers insight into human hopes,
fears, and values regarding death and what lies beyond. This article explores prominent afterlife
beliefs across major world religions, philosophical perspectives, and cultural traditions. It also
examines common themes and the impact of these beliefs on ethical behavior and society.
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Afterlife Beliefs in Major World Religions
Religious traditions often provide structured narratives about the afterlife, influencing billions of
followers worldwide. These beliefs vary widely yet share the common goal of explaining what happens
after death.

Christianity
Christian afterlife beliefs center on the concepts of heaven, hell, and resurrection. Christians generally
believe that after death, souls are judged by God and sent to heaven or hell based on their faith and
deeds. The resurrection of the body and eternal life with God are key doctrines, emphasizing salvation
through Jesus Christ.

Islam
In Islam, afterlife beliefs are detailed in the Quran and Hadith. Muslims believe in a Day of Judgment
when all individuals will be resurrected and judged by Allah. The righteous are rewarded with paradise
(Jannah), while the wicked face punishment in hell (Jahannam). Life is viewed as a test for the eternal
hereafter.



Hinduism
Hinduism teaches the doctrine of reincarnation, where the soul (Atman) undergoes a cycle of birth,
death, and rebirth (samsara). Karma, the law of moral cause and effect, determines the conditions of
each reincarnation. The ultimate goal is moksha, liberation from the cycle, and union with the divine.

Buddhism
Buddhist afterlife beliefs also emphasize reincarnation and karma. However, the concept of a
permanent soul is rejected. Instead, consciousness continues through cycles of rebirth until achieving
Nirvana, the cessation of suffering and liberation from samsara.

Judaism
Jewish beliefs about the afterlife vary among different branches. Traditional views include resurrection
of the dead and a spiritual afterlife in the World to Come. The focus is often on living a righteous life
in accordance with God’s commandments rather than detailed descriptions of the afterlife.

Philosophical Perspectives on the Afterlife
Beyond religious doctrines, philosophical inquiry has examined the afterlife through reason, ethics,
and metaphysics. Various schools of thought offer interpretations about the soul, consciousness, and
immortality.

Dualism and Immortality of the Soul
Philosophers such as Plato and Descartes advocated dualism, the idea that the soul is distinct from
the body and potentially immortal. This perspective supports the notion that the soul survives bodily
death and continues its existence in an afterlife.

Materialism and Annihilationism
Materialist philosophies deny the existence of an immaterial soul, viewing consciousness as a product
of physical processes. From this standpoint, death results in complete cessation of existence, with no
continuation beyond life.

Existential and Secular Views
Existentialist thinkers often focus on the meaning of life in the face of death, emphasizing personal
responsibility without reliance on afterlife beliefs. Secular perspectives may regard afterlife concepts
as cultural constructs offering comfort but lacking empirical evidence.



Cultural Variations in Afterlife Concepts
Different cultures have developed unique afterlife beliefs shaped by their environment, history, and
social structures. These traditions illustrate the diversity of human responses to mortality.

Ancient Egyptian Afterlife
The ancient Egyptians believed in a complex afterlife involving judgment by Osiris and the weighing
of the heart against the feather of Ma’at. Successful souls entered the Field of Reeds, a paradise
reflecting earthly life.

Indigenous and Tribal Beliefs
Many indigenous cultures embrace animistic beliefs that spirits of the dead continue to exist and
influence the living. Ancestor worship and rituals maintain connections between the physical and
spiritual worlds.

Modern Spiritualism and New Age
Contemporary spiritual movements often blend traditional afterlife ideas with new interpretations,
including concepts of spirit guides, reincarnation, and astral planes. These beliefs emphasize personal
spiritual growth and communication with departed souls.

Common Themes in Afterlife Beliefs
Despite diverse expressions, many afterlife beliefs share common themes reflecting universal human
concerns about death and existence.

Judgment and Moral Accountability: Many traditions envision a post-mortem evaluation of
one’s actions and character.

Continuation of the Self: Concepts of the soul, spirit, or consciousness persisting beyond
death are widespread.

Rebirth and Cycles: Ideas of reincarnation or cyclical existence appear in several philosophies
and religions.

Ultimate Liberation or Reward: The promise of paradise, enlightenment, or union with the
divine motivates ethical living.

Connection Between Life and Afterlife: Earthly behavior is often linked to afterlife
outcomes, reinforcing social and moral norms.



The Influence of Afterlife Beliefs on Ethics and Society
Afterlife beliefs profoundly shape moral systems, legal codes, and cultural practices. They provide
frameworks for understanding justice, suffering, and the purpose of life.

Ethical Behavior and Accountability
Belief in an afterlife with judgment encourages adherence to moral codes and social responsibilities.
The prospect of reward or punishment beyond death can deter wrongdoing and promote altruism.

Funerary Practices and Rituals
Customs surrounding death, burial, and remembrance are deeply influenced by afterlife concepts.
Rituals serve to honor the deceased, ensure safe passage to the afterlife, and provide comfort to the
living.

Social Cohesion and Identity
Shared afterlife beliefs reinforce group identity and cultural continuity. They offer explanations for
suffering and loss, fostering resilience and hope within communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common beliefs about the afterlife across
different cultures?
Common beliefs about the afterlife include the existence of heaven and hell, reincarnation, ancestral
spirits, and spiritual continuation in another realm. Different cultures interpret the afterlife based on
their religious and philosophical traditions.

How do major religions view the concept of the afterlife?
Major religions have varied views: Christianity and Islam often emphasize heaven and hell; Hinduism
and Buddhism focus on reincarnation and karma; Judaism has diverse beliefs including resurrection
and a spiritual afterlife.

What scientific perspectives exist regarding the afterlife?
Science generally approaches the afterlife skeptically due to lack of empirical evidence. Some studies
explore near-death experiences and consciousness, but no definitive proof supports life after death.



How do near-death experiences influence beliefs about the
afterlife?
Near-death experiences (NDEs) often include sensations of peace, seeing lights, or encounters with
beings, which some interpret as evidence of an afterlife. However, interpretations vary, and scientific
explanations focus on brain activity during trauma.

What role does the concept of karma play in afterlife beliefs?
In religions like Hinduism and Buddhism, karma influences the afterlife by determining the
circumstances of rebirth based on one's actions in past lives, emphasizing moral behavior and
spiritual growth.

How have afterlife beliefs evolved in modern spirituality and
secular thought?
Modern spirituality often blends traditional afterlife concepts with personal interpretations,
emphasizing energy continuation or consciousness beyond death, while secular thought tends to
focus on legacy and memory rather than literal afterlife.

Why do afterlife beliefs remain significant in contemporary
society?
Afterlife beliefs provide comfort about death, influence moral behavior, and help people cope with
loss and the unknown. They also shape cultural practices and rituals surrounding death and dying.

Additional Resources
1. The Tibetan Book of the Dead
This ancient Buddhist text offers guidance on the experiences one may encounter in the intermediate
state between death and rebirth. It provides detailed descriptions of the bardo, a transitional phase
where the consciousness is believed to navigate various visions and challenges. The book serves as a
spiritual manual for both the dying and those assisting them, emphasizing mindfulness and liberation.

2. Life After Life: The Investigation of a Phenomenon—Survival of Bodily Death
Authored by Raymond Moody, this groundbreaking work examines near-death experiences (NDEs)
and their implications for the belief in an afterlife. Moody collected numerous firsthand accounts that
describe encounters with light, a tunnel, and feelings of peace beyond clinical death. The book
sparked widespread interest and research into what happens after death.

3. Heaven and Hell: A History of the Afterlife
This comprehensive exploration by Bart D. Ehrman traces the development of afterlife concepts
across various religions and cultures. It delves into how ideas of heaven, hell, and judgment evolved
over millennia, influencing moral and ethical frameworks. Ehrman provides historical context that
reveals the dynamic nature of afterlife beliefs.

4. Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the Afterlife



Dr. Eben Alexander recounts his near-death experience during a coma caused by meningitis, which
profoundly challenged his skeptical views on consciousness and the afterlife. His vivid descriptions of
a transcendent realm offer a personal perspective on life beyond death. The book bridges science,
spirituality, and personal testimony.

5. The Afterlife Experiments: Breakthrough Scientific Evidence of Life After Death
Conducted by Gary E. Schwartz, this book presents controlled experiments attempting to verify claims
of mediumship and communication with the deceased. It discusses the scientific methodologies
employed and the implications of findings that suggest consciousness may continue after physical
death. The work invites readers to consider empirical approaches to spiritual phenomena.

6. Journey of Souls: Case Studies of Life Between Lives
Michael Newton explores the concept of a spiritual realm where souls reside between physical
incarnations. Through detailed case studies obtained via hypnosis, the book reveals insights into soul
purpose, life planning, and the afterlife’s structure. It appeals to those interested in reincarnation and
the soul’s eternal journey.

7. Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church
N.T. Wright challenges conventional Christian notions of the afterlife by emphasizing bodily
resurrection and the renewal of creation. He argues that heaven is not just a distant realm but part of
God’s plan for a restored world. The book offers a fresh theological perspective on death and what
follows.

8. The Five People You Meet in Heaven
A fictional narrative by Mitch Albom that illustrates various lessons about life and the afterlife through
the encounters of a deceased man with five significant individuals. The story provides a comforting
and thought-provoking reflection on the interconnectedness of human lives and the meaning found
beyond death. It has become a popular cultural touchstone for afterlife contemplation.

9. Reincarnation: The Phoenix Fire Mystery
Sylvia Cranston and Carey Williams delve into the global phenomenon of reincarnation, compiling
stories, historical evidence, and cultural interpretations. The book investigates how the idea of rebirth
addresses fundamental questions about identity and the soul’s continuity. It offers a broad
perspective on an enduring afterlife belief.
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  afterlife beliefs: Life After Death Alan Segal, 2010-06-23 A magisterial work of social history,
Life After Death illuminates the many different ways ancient civilizations grappled with the question
of what exactly happens to us after we die. In a masterful exploration of how Western civilizations
have defined the afterlife, Alan F. Segal weaves together biblical and literary scholarship, sociology,
history, and philosophy. A renowned scholar, Segal examines the maps of the afterlife found in
Western religious texts and reveals not only what various cultures believed but how their notions
reflected their societies’ realities and ideals, and why those beliefs changed over time. He maintains
that the afterlife is the mirror in which a society arranges its concept of the self. The composition
process for Judaism, Christianity, and Islam begins in grief and ends in the victory of the self over
death. Arguing that in every religious tradition the afterlife represents the ultimate reward for the
good, Segal combines historical and anthropological data with insights gleaned from religious and
philosophical writings to explain the following mysteries: why the Egyptians insisted on an afterlife
in heaven, while the body was embalmed in a tomb on earth; why the Babylonians viewed the dead
as living in underground prisons; why the Hebrews remained silent about life after death during the
period of the First Temple, yet embraced it in the Second Temple period (534 B.C.E. –70 C.E.); and
why Christianity placed the afterlife in the center of its belief system. He discusses the inner
dialogues and arguments within Judaism and Christianity, showing the underlying dynamic behind
them, as well as the ideas that mark the differences between the two religions. In a thoughtful
examination of the influence of biblical views of heaven and martyrdom on Islamic beliefs, he offers
a fascinating perspective on the current troubling rise of Islamic fundamentalism. In tracing the
organic, historical relationships between sacred texts and communities of belief and comparing the
visions of life after death that have emerged throughout history, Segal sheds a bright, revealing light
on the intimate connections between notions of the afterlife, the societies that produced them, and
the individual’s search for the ultimate meaning of life on earth.
  afterlife beliefs: Beyond the Threshold Christopher M. Moreman, 2017-09-13 Beyond the
Threshold introduces readers to afterlife beliefs and experiences in world religions. The second
edition has been revised and updated throughout, including a new chapter on afterlife beliefs and
practices in selected African traditions, new research on the afterlife and near-death experiences,
the addition of key words and definitions to each chapter, and more. Christopher M. Moreman offers
an introduction to afterlife beliefs in ancient cultures, which are essential to understanding the roots
of many modern ideas about death. He examines the folklore and doctrines of major world religions,
including Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Chinese religions, and several African
traditions. He also discusses psychic phenomena across traditions, such as mediums, near-death and
out-of-body experiences, and past-life memories. While ultimately the afterlife remains unknowable,
the second edition of this unique, in-depth exploration of both beliefs and experiences can help
readers reach their own understanding of the afterlife and how to live.
  afterlife beliefs: A Traveler's Guide to the Afterlife Mark Mirabello, 2016-09-15 A grand
survey of the world’s death and afterlife traditions throughout history • Examines beliefs from many
different cultures on the soul, heaven, hell, and reincarnation; instructions for accessing the
different worlds of the afterlife; how one may become a god; and how ethics and the afterlife may
not be connected • Explores techniques to communicate with the dead, including séance
instructions • Includes an extensive bibliography of more than 900 sources from around the world
Drawing on death and afterlife traditions from cultures around the world, Mark Mirabello explores
the many forms of existence beyond death and each tradition’s instructions to access the afterlife.
He examines beliefs on the soul, heaven, hell, and reincarnation and wisdom from Books of the Dead
such as the Book of Going Forth by Day from Egypt, the Katha Upanishad from India, the Bardo
Thodol from Tibet, the Golden Orphic Tablets from Greece, Lieh Tzu from China, and Heaven and its
Wonders and Hell from Things Heard and Seen from 18th-century Europe. Considering the question
“What is Death?” Mirabello provides answers from a wide range of ancient and modern thinkers,
including scientist Nicholas Maxwell, the seer Emanuel Swedenborg, 1st-century Buddhist
philosopher Nagarjuna, and Greek philosopher Euripides, who opined that we may already be dead



and only dreaming we are alive. He explores the trek of the soul through life and death with
firsthand accounts of the death journey and notes that what is perceived as death here may actually
be life somewhere else. He reveals how, in many traditions, ethics and the afterlife are not
connected and how an afterlife is possible even without a god or a soul. Sharing evidence that
consciousness is not simply a product of the brain, he offers a strong rebuttal to nihilists,
materialists, and the Lokayata philosophical school of India who believe in the “finality” of death. He
explains how specters and ghosts are produced and offers techniques to communicate with the dead
as well as instructions for an out-of-body experience and the complete procedure for a séance. With
an extensive bibliography of more than 900 sources, this guide offers comprehensive information on
afterlife beliefs from the vast majority of cultures around the world and throughout history--a
veritable “traveler’s guide” to the afterlife.
  afterlife beliefs: Life After Death Alan F. Segal, 2004 Explores concepts of the afterlife as
understood in the three main Western religions, examining the views found in sacred and historical
writings from Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
  afterlife beliefs: Images of Afterlife Geddes MacGregor, 1992 A brilliant history of belief in the
hereafter, from prehistoric times to the present, by an eminent theologian and philosopher.
MacGregor explores Western visions of paradise and purgatory, heaven and hell, as well as Eastern
concepts of soul transference, reincarnation, Karma, and Nirvana. MacGregor is the author of 30
books, including Angels: Ministers of Grace.
  afterlife beliefs: The Myth of an Afterlife Michael Martin, Keith Augustine, 2015-03-12 Because
every single one of us will die, most of us would like to know what—if anything—awaits us afterward,
not to mention the fate of lost loved ones. Given the nearly universal vested interest in deciding this
question in favor of an afterlife, it is no surprise that the vast majority of books on the topic affirm
the reality of life after death without a backward glance. But the evidence of our senses and the
ever-gaining strength of scientific evidence strongly suggest otherwise. In The Myth of an Afterlife:
The Case against Life after Death, Michael Martin and Keith Augustine collect a series of
contributions that redress this imbalance in the literature by providing a strong, comprehensive, and
up-to-date casebook of the chief arguments against an afterlife. Divided into four separate sections,
this collection opens with a broad overview of the issues, as contributors consider the strongest
evidence of whether or not we survive death—in particular the biological basis of all mental states
and their grounding in brain activity that ceases to function at death. Next, contributors consider a
host of conceptual and empirical difficulties that confront the various ways of “surviving”
death—from bodiless minds to bodily resurrection to any form of posthumous survival. Then
essayists turn to internal inconsistencies between traditional theological conceptions of an
afterlife—heaven, hell, karmic rebirth—and widely held ethical principles central to the belief
systems supporting those notions. In the final section, authors offer critical evaluations of the main
types of evidence for an afterlife. Fully interdisciplinary, The Myth of an Afterlife: The Case against
Life after Death brings together a variety of fields of research to make that case, including
cognitiveneuroscience, philosophy of mind, personal identity, philosophy of religion,
moralphilosophy, psychical research, and anomalistic psychology. As the definitive casebookof
arguments against life after death, this collection is required reading for anyinstructor, researcher,
and student of philosophy, religious studies, or theology. It issure to raise provocative issues new to
readers, regardless of background, from thosewho believe fervently in the reality of an afterlife to
those who do not or are undecidedon the matter.
  afterlife beliefs: Afterlife and Resurrection Beliefs in the Apocrypha and Apocalyptic
Literature Jan Age Sigvartsen, 2019-09-19 Jan A. Sigvartsen seeks to examine the immense interest
in life after death, and speculation about the fates awaiting both the righteous and the wicked, that
proliferated in the Second Temple period. In this volume Sigvartsen explores the Apocrypha and the
apocalyptic writings in the Pseudepigrapha. He identifies the numerous afterlife and resurrection
beliefs and presents an analysis that enables readers to easily understand and compare the
wide-ranging beliefs regarding the afterlife that these texts hold. A careful reading of these



resurrection passages, including passages appearing in Sirach, Maccabees, the Sibylline Oracles and
the Ezra texts, reveals that most of the distinct views on life-after-death, regardless of their
complexity, show little evidence of systematic development relational to one another, and are often
supported by several key passages or shared motifs from texts that later became a part of the
TaNaKh. Sigvartsen also highlights the factors that may have influenced the development of so many
different resurrection beliefs; including anthropology, the nature of the soul, the scope of the
resurrection, the number and function of judgments, and the final destination of the righteous and
the wicked. Sigvartsen's study provides a deeper understanding of how the “TaNaKh” was read by
different communities during this important period, and the role it played in the development of the
resurrection belief – a central article of faith in both Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism.
  afterlife beliefs: The Everything Guide to Evidence of the Afterlife Joseph M Higgins,
Chuck Bergman, 2011-01-18 Find out the truth about the other side... Is there life after death? Or is
the end of our physical existence really the end of us? In this thought-provoking guide, you will
examine scientific evidence so you can decide for yourself whether or not there is an afterlife.
Medium Joseph M. Higgins and Psychic Cop Chuck Bergman attempt to answer questions like: Does
consciousness survive death? Is communication possible between the living and the dead? Are
mediums real--or frauds? What happens to us during near-death experiences? Where do we go when
we die? Are we heaven and hell actualities? What is life like after death? Is reincarnation real--and is
everyone reincarnated? Including an overview of various religious afterlife traditions, The
Everything Guide to Evidence of the Afterlife introduces you to the unlimited possibilities of what we
face after our release from the physical world.
  afterlife beliefs: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Life After Death Diane Ahlquist, 2007-07-03 Get
an (after) life! A belief in the afterlife is common to almost every faith and culture around the world.
Even people who don’t consider themselves “spiritual” share a fascination in life after death. In this
powerful guide, author and intuitive Diane Ahlquist shares her own knowledge of the subject, as well
as the views of such religious and spiritual leaders as Edgar Cayce and the Dalai Lama.
  afterlife beliefs: Cartography of the Afterlife Raybel V., What happens after death? What have
cultures, religions, and civilizations believed throughout history about that final journey?
Cartography of the Beyond is a profound and respectful exploration of the world’s beliefs regarding
life after death. From ancient myths to modern visions, this book traces a spiritual map through
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Chinese philosophies, indigenous traditions, and more.
With clear, reflective, and engaging language, the reader will discover how humanity has sought to
make sense of the greatest mystery of all: what lies beyond the final breath. This is not a book of
absolute answers, but an invitation— An invitation to reflect, to wonder, and to walk through the
questions with an open soul. Perfect for readers interested in spirituality, comparative religion,
philosophy, and inner exploration. A timeless journey beyond the known.
  afterlife beliefs: Jewish Views of the Afterlife Simcha Paull Raphael, 2019-04-15 Originally
published in 1994, Jewish Views of the Afterlife is a classic study of ideas of afterlife and postmortem
survival in Jewish tradition and mysticism. As both a scholar and pastoral counselor, Raphael guides
the reader through 4,000 years of Jewish thought on the afterlife by investigating pertinent sacred
texts produced in each era. Through a compilation of ideas found in the Bible, Apocrypha, rabbinic
literature, medieval philosophy, medieval Midrash, Kabbalah, Hasidism and Yiddish literature, the
reader learns how Judaism conceived of the fate of the individual after death throughout Jewish
history. In addition, this book explores the implications of Jewish afterlife beliefs for a renewed
understanding of traditional rituals of funeral, burial, shiva, kaddish and more. This newly released
twenty-fifth anniversary edition presents new material on little-known Jewish mystical teachings on
reincarnation, a chapter on “Spirits, Ghosts and Dybbuks in Yiddish Literature”, and a foreword by
the renowned scholar of Jewish mysticism, Rabbi Arthur Green. Both historical and contemporary,
this book provides a rich resource for scholars and laypeople and for teachers and students and
makes an important Jewish contribution to the growing contemporary psychology of death and
dying.



  afterlife beliefs: Christian Beliefs about Life after Death Paul Badham, 1976-06-18
  afterlife beliefs: Arguing from Cognitive Science of Religion Hans Van Eyghen, 2020-04-02
This book considers whether recent theories from Cognitive Science of Religion (CSR) undermine
the epistemic status of religious belief. After introducing the key theories in the growing area of
CSR, Hans Van Eyghen explores some of the epistemic questions surrounding CSR, including: Is
CSR incompatible with the truth of religious belief? How might CSR show that religious belief is
unreliably formed? And, finally, does CSR undermine the justification of religious belief by religious
experiences? In addressing these questions, he demonstrates how CSR does not undermine the
epistemic bases for religious belief. This book offers a clear and concise overview of the current
state of cognitive science of religion and will be of particular interest to scholars working in
philosophy and epistemology of religion.
  afterlife beliefs: Religion and Psychology Sylvan D. Ambrose, 2006 This book is devoted to
research on the interaction between two fields which have an enormous impact on most of mankind.
  afterlife beliefs: Beyond Belief Sergio Rijo, 2023-03-27 If you have ever been curious about
ghosts and hauntings, or if you have experienced something paranormal yourself, you need to read
Beyond Belief: Unraveling the Psychology of Ghosts and Hauntings. As someone who has spent years
studying and researching the psychology behind these phenomena, I have uncovered some
fascinating insights into what causes people to believe in ghosts and what might actually be
happening when people report paranormal experiences. In this book, I delve deep into the science of
the paranormal and explain how our brains can be tricked into seeing and hearing things that aren't
really there. I explore the role of suggestion and belief in shaping our perceptions of the
supernatural and offer a comprehensive analysis of the most common types of paranormal
experiences, including apparitions, poltergeists, and haunted places. Whether you are a skeptic or a
believer, Beyond Belief: Unraveling the Psychology of Ghosts and Hauntings offers a fascinating and
thought-provoking look at one of the most enduring mysteries of the human experience.
  afterlife beliefs: Understanding Death and Dying Frank E. Eyetsemitan, 2020-07-16
Understanding Death and Dying teaches students about death, dying, bereavement, and afterlife
beliefs by asking them to apply this content to their lives and to the world around them. Students see
differing cultural experiences discussed in context with key theories and research. The text’s
pedagogy delivers relevant multi- and cross-cultural applications and connections across topics. This
helps students evaluate their personal assumptions and appreciate how the content applies to their
own current and future roles as individuals, family members, work colleagues, and as part of a
community. The text simultaneously challenges learners to consider their own perspectives and to
think critically about the parallels between their own lives and different cultures. Included with this
title: The password-protected Instructor Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access
to all text-specific resources, including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint®
slides.
  afterlife beliefs: Gambling With Your Soul Henry Arnold Davis, 2021-05-14 If you've ever
wondered What will happen to me when I die? this book is for you. I first considered the question at
eight years of age staring down the barrel of a thirty-eight-caliber revolver under a white-knuckled
death grip in my father's hand--the same gun used on him by my older brother years earlier.
Drawing on religion, science, philosophy, mathematics, near-death experiences (NDE), out-of-body
experiences (OBE), spirit encounters, hundreds of interviews across the globe, and good
old-fashioned common sense, Gambling With Your Soul tackles the controversial topic of life after
death by standing on two fundamental truths. First, everyone is going to die. Second, no one knows
what will happen to them after they die. In the face of these truths, what is your best bet? Analyzing
the afterlife beliefs of the world's top twenty-two religions/nonreligions, this book proves it is
Christianity. This is not to say that Christianity is right, and all other religions are wrong. It is simply
your best bet. The book provides an original, objective, and comprehensive answer to the question
that's sewn into the DNA of every human being.
  afterlife beliefs: Making Sense of Death Brenda Mathijssen, 2017 This book on death rites and



situational beliefs in the Netherlands offers valuable insight into the ways in which the recently
bereaved make sense of a death. It shows how people seek and create meaning by reinventing ritual
repertoires and by re-imagining afterlife beliefs. Attention is given to the changing role of religion,
the co-creation of personalized funerals, and to innovation in cremation and remembrance practices.
By demonstrating how people transform their relationship with the deceased through material
practices, this study emphasizes the widely-overlooked dynamics of continuing bonds. *** In her
analysis, the author displays a commanding grasp of the bereavement literature.... Serious scholars
should find much of value in this work.... Recommended. --Choice, Vol. 55, No. 7, March
2018(Series: Death Studies. Nijmegen Studies in Thanatology, Vol. 5) [Subject: Religious Studies,
Death Rites]
  afterlife beliefs: Understanding Greek Religion Jennifer Larson, 2016-03-10 Understanding
Greek Religion is one of the first attempts to fully examine any religion from a cognitivist
perspective, applying methods and findings from the cognitive science of religion to the ancient
Greek world. In this book, Jennifer Larson shows that many of the fundamentals of Greek religion,
such as anthropomorphic gods, divinatory procedures, purity beliefs, reciprocity, and sympathetic
magic arise naturally as by-products of normal human cognition. Drawing on evidence from across
the ancient Greek world, Larson provides detailed coverage of Greek theology and local pantheons,
rituals including processions, animal sacrifice and choral dance, and afterlife beliefs as they were
expressed through hero worship and mystery cults. Eighteen in-depth essays illustrate the
theoretical discussion with primary sources and include case studies of key cult inscriptions from
Kyrene, Kos, and Miletos. This volume features maps, tables, and over twenty images to support and
expand on the text, and will provide conceptual tools for understanding the actions and beliefs that
constitute a religion. Additionally, Larson offers the first detailed discussion of cognition and
memory in the transmission of Greek religious beliefs and rituals, as well as a glossary of terms and
a bibliographical essay on the cognitive science of religion. Understanding Greek Religion is an
essential resource for both undergraduate and postgraduate students of Greek culture and ancient
Mediterranean religions.
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