
african diaspora britain us

african diaspora britain us refers to the communities and cultural legacies of people of African descent

who have settled in both Britain and the United States. This transatlantic connection highlights shared

histories, migration patterns, and cultural contributions that have shaped societies on both sides of the

Atlantic. Understanding the african diaspora britain us involves exploring centuries of movement, from

the forced migrations during the transatlantic slave trade to voluntary migrations in modern times. The

influence of the African diaspora is evident in the social, political, and cultural landscapes of both

countries. This article delves into the origins, experiences, and impacts of the African diaspora in

Britain and the US, comparing their unique trajectories and shared challenges. The discussion also

addresses the contemporary identity, cultural expressions, and contributions of these communities. The

following sections provide a comprehensive overview of these topics to better appreciate the

significance of the african diaspora britain us.

Historical Background of the African Diaspora in Britain and the US

Migration Patterns and Demographic Trends

Cultural Contributions and Identity

Social and Political Impact

Contemporary Challenges and Future Perspectives

Historical Background of the African Diaspora in Britain and



the US

Origins of the African Diaspora

The african diaspora britain us traces its roots to the transatlantic slave trade, which forcibly displaced

millions of Africans between the 16th and 19th centuries. Enslaved Africans were transported primarily

to the Americas, including what would become the United States, while Britain played a central role as

a colonial power involved in the trade. This period established the foundation for African-descended

populations in both the US and Britain’s colonies.

Early African Presence in Britain and America

In Britain, Africans were present from the Roman times, but the significant increase occurred during

the 17th and 18th centuries due to maritime trade and colonial expansion. In the US, the arrival of

enslaved Africans in Jamestown in 1619 marked the beginning of a large African-descended

population. Despite differing contexts, both countries saw the emergence of African communities that

maintained cultural practices and resilience under oppressive conditions.

Migration Patterns and Demographic Trends

Post-Emancipation Migration

Following emancipation in the 19th century, migration patterns shifted. In the US, freed African

Americans sought better opportunities during the Great Migration, moving from the rural South to

northern cities. In Britain, migration from African colonies increased during the 20th century, particularly

after World War II, when the British government encouraged Commonwealth citizens, including

Africans and Caribbeans, to fill labor shortages.



Contemporary Migration and Population Distribution

Today, the african diaspora britain us includes diverse groups with varied migration histories. In Britain,

African immigrants come from countries such as Nigeria, Ghana, and Somalia, contributing to urban

multiculturalism especially in cities like London and Birmingham. In the US, African immigrants have

increased alongside African American populations, with concentrations in metropolitan areas such as

New York, Atlanta, and Washington, D.C.

Significant African-origin populations in London and Birmingham

Major US cities with large African American and African immigrant communities

Increasing diversity within diaspora populations due to new migration waves

Cultural Contributions and Identity

Art, Music, and Literature

The african diaspora britain us has profoundly influenced cultural landscapes through music genres

like jazz, blues, reggae, and hip-hop in the US, and Afrobeat and dub in Britain. Writers, poets, and

artists from the diaspora have enriched literary and artistic traditions by exploring themes of identity,

displacement, and resilience. These cultural expressions serve as both creative outlets and forms of

social commentary.



Community and Identity Formation

Identity within the african diaspora britain us is complex, shaped by historical experiences and

contemporary realities. In both countries, diaspora communities negotiate their African heritage

alongside national identities, creating hybrid cultural practices. Community organizations, festivals, and

religious institutions play pivotal roles in fostering a sense of belonging and preserving cultural

heritage.

Social and Political Impact

Struggles for Civil Rights and Equality

The african diaspora britain us has been central to civil rights movements in both countries. In the US,

the struggle against segregation and racial discrimination culminated in landmark legislation during the

1960s. Britain’s racial justice movements, particularly from the 1960s onward, addressed issues of

immigration, discrimination, and police brutality. Activists from the diaspora have shaped political

discourse and policy reforms.

Representation and Influence in Public Life

Representation of African-descended individuals in politics, media, and other public spheres has

increased over time. In the US, figures such as Barack Obama symbolize milestones in political

achievement. In Britain, politicians, artists, and intellectuals from the african diaspora contribute to

public debates on multiculturalism and social justice. Their presence challenges stereotypes and

promotes diversity.



Contemporary Challenges and Future Perspectives

Economic and Social Inequalities

Despite progress, members of the african diaspora britain us face ongoing challenges including

economic disparities, educational inequities, and systemic racism. Unemployment rates and health

outcomes often reflect structural disadvantages. Addressing these issues requires continued policy

attention and community-led initiatives aimed at inclusion and empowerment.

Preserving Heritage and Building Connections

The future of the african diaspora britain us involves balancing heritage preservation with integration

into wider society. Diaspora networks foster transatlantic connections through cultural exchanges,

business partnerships, and advocacy. Embracing digital technologies and globalization, these

communities are shaping new narratives that celebrate African roots while engaging dynamically with

contemporary challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the African diaspora in Britain and the US?

The African diaspora in Britain and the US refers to the communities and descendants of Africans who

were dispersed from their ancestral homelands through historical events such as the transatlantic slave

trade, migration, and settlement, forming vibrant cultural and social groups in these countries.

How has the African diaspora influenced culture in Britain and the US?

The African diaspora has significantly influenced culture in Britain and the US through music, art,

literature, cuisine, fashion, and language, contributing to the multicultural fabric and enriching the social



and cultural landscapes of both countries.

What are some key historical moments for the African diaspora in

Britain and the US?

Key historical moments include the transatlantic slave trade, abolition movements, the Windrush

generation migration to Britain, the Civil Rights Movement in the US, and ongoing struggles for racial

equality and social justice.

How do experiences of the African diaspora differ between Britain and

the US?

While both diasporas face issues of racial discrimination and identity, the African diaspora in Britain

often grapples with post-colonial legacies and immigration policies, whereas in the US, the history of

slavery and segregation has uniquely shaped the African American experience.

What role does the African diaspora play in contemporary politics in

Britain and the US?

The African diaspora actively participates in contemporary politics by advocating for racial equality,

social justice, representation, and policy changes that address systemic racism, discrimination, and

economic disparities in both Britain and the US.

How does the African diaspora maintain connections to African

heritage in Britain and the US?

The African diaspora maintains connections through cultural festivals, community organizations,

language preservation, religious practices, cuisine, and educational programs that celebrate African

history and identity.



What are some challenges faced by the African diaspora communities

in Britain and the US today?

Challenges include systemic racism, economic inequality, underrepresentation in various sectors,

health disparities, social exclusion, and combating stereotypes and discrimination in both Britain and

the US.

Additional Resources

1. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration

This book by Isabel Wilkerson chronicles the migration of African Americans from the rural South to

the urban North and West between 1915 and 1970. It delves into personal stories that highlight the

struggles and triumphs of the migrants seeking better opportunities. The narrative provides a profound

understanding of how this movement reshaped American cities and culture.

2. The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness

Paul Gilroy’s seminal work explores the cultural and historical connections between Africa, Britain, the

Caribbean, and the United States. It introduces the concept of the "Black Atlantic" as a transnational

space where identities and cultures blend and evolve. The book offers a critical perspective on race,

modernity, and diaspora.

3. Brit(ish): On Race, Identity and Belonging

Afua Hirsch examines what it means to be Black and British in contemporary Britain. Blending memoir,

history, and reportage, the book addresses issues of race, identity, and the legacy of colonialism. It

challenges readers to rethink notions of belonging and citizenship in a multicultural society.

4. Between the World and Me

Written as a letter to his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates reflects on the realities of being Black in America. The

book offers a poignant exploration of systemic racism, history, and personal identity. It is both a

memoir and a meditation on the African American experience.



5. Black Britain: A Photographic History

This visual history by Paul Gilroy and others showcases the lives and contributions of Black Britons

from the 16th century to the present. Through photographs, it documents the diversity and resilience of

the African diaspora in Britain. The book highlights stories that challenge conventional historical

narratives.

6. Ghosts of Empire: Britain's Legacies in the Modern World

Kwasi Kwarteng investigates the lasting impacts of the British Empire on contemporary societies,

including the experiences of diasporic communities. It explores themes of power, identity, and historical

memory in both Britain and its former colonies. The book provides insight into how empire shapes

present-day multicultural Britain and its diasporas.

7. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness

Michelle Alexander’s influential work examines the systemic racial discrimination embedded in the U.S.

criminal justice system. It argues that mass incarceration functions as a modern system of racial

control, disproportionately affecting African Americans. The book is essential for understanding racial

inequality in the American diaspora context.

8. Black and British: A Forgotten History

David Olusoga uncovers the often overlooked history of Black people in Britain from Roman times to

the present. The book challenges myths of British racial homogeneity and highlights the contributions

of African and Caribbean individuals. It provides a comprehensive narrative of Black British history and

identity.

9. Homegoing

Yaa Gyasi’s novel traces the divergent paths of two half-sisters and their descendants across Ghana

and America over several generations. It explores themes of slavery, colonialism, and identity within

the African diaspora. The book offers a powerful literary perspective on the historical connections

between Africa, Britain, and the U.S.
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  african diaspora britain us: The African Diaspora in the United States and Europe John A.
Arthur, 2016-04-01 This book systematically documents the experiences of Ghanaian communities in
North America as a case study of the new African migration. The rapid increase in the number of
Ghanaians lawfully admitted as permanent residents since 1980 offers an opportunity to investigate
their immigrant journeys, their membership in the larger society and the expression of their
individual and collective social identities. Using original empirical data from the US and Canada as
well as comparative material from the UK and the Netherlands, the author also investigates the
relationship between these new African migrants and the native-born black diaspora in the US. This
study balances theoretical insight with policy implications, using the case-study as a lens not just on
African migration but also on significant conceptual themes in migration studies including
transnationalism, identity, social networks, remittances, economic integration and citizenship.
  african diaspora britain us: Pan Africanism in the African Diaspora Ronald W. Walters,
1997 This groundbreaking volume analyzes important case studies of Black political movements
since the 1960s and the impact of the movements on the African-American community. Previous
studies on this subject have been largely historical in nature, focusing on the thought of
nineteenth-century Pan Africanist or early twentieth-century formal Pan African movements, such as
those led by W.E.B. Du Bois and Marcus Garvey. In this book, Walters analyzes heretofore largely
unaddressed cases in which African-American societies forged connections with others in the
Diaspora within the framework of significant political movements. He applies social science theory
to the analysis of the cases, based on the proposition that Pan African studies - a subject within the
broad field of Africana Studies - is itself very diverse and lends itself to analysis by an unlimited
number of modern disciplinary approaches and perspectives. Walters uses the tools of comparative
politics for examining similar Black and white social institutions and organizations in the United
States and other countries and for creating a tailored Pan African perspective as a criteria with
which to describe the interactive relationships between the American Black community and Blacks
in Britain, South Africa, Brazil, and the Caribbean. He fashions a unique and radically new
perspective and model for addressing the age-old question of the African continuum by advancing
the notion that Pan Africanism can be about the struggle for community - a struggle not
incompatible with efforts to change the State. His is a twenty-first century view of race relations and
classes in the post-modern era of capitalism. Pan Africanism in the African Diaspora is broadly a
work of political science in that it is concerned with political phenomena and applies methods of
analysis from that field. Nevertheless, it is also interdisciplinary in content, perspective, and
analytical approach. Walters' new data transcends the notions previously put forth, and forms a
significant contribution to political theory in African and African-American studies.
  african diaspora britain us: The African Diaspora Population in Britain Peter J. Aspinall,
Martha J. Chinouya, 2016-04-20 This insightful book examines the Black African diaspora in Britain
through an examination of its demography, recent patterns of migration, changing patterns of
residence, and socio-economic position. It provides an analysis of the areas where Black Africans
face disadvantage, including labour market participation, housing markets, health and social care,
and residence in deprived neighbourhoods. This original and important research also deals with
categories and identities, using data collected in the 2011 Census on national identity, and the
resulting investigation of the social, cultural and civic life of Black Africans presents the substantial
heterogeneity concealed in the label 'Black African', concluding by highlighting the policy
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implications of this vital research.
  african diaspora britain us: African Diaspora Identities John A. Arthur, 2010-08-20 African
Diaspora Identities provides insights into the complex transnational processes involved in shaping
the migratory identities of African immigrants. It seeks to understand the durability of these African
transnational migrant identities and their impact on inter-minority group relationships. John A.
Arthur demonstrates that the identities African immigrants construct often transcends
country-specific cultures and normative belief systems. He illuminates the fact that these
transnational migrant identities are an amalgamation of multiple identities formed in varied social
transnational settings. The United States has become a site for the cultural formations,
manifestations, and contestations of the newer identities that these immigrants seek to depict in
cross-cultural and global settings. Relying mostly on their strong human capital resources (education
and family), Africans are devising creative, encompassing, and robust ways to position and
reposition their new identities. In combining their African cultural forms and identities with new
roles, norms, and beliefs that they imbibe in the United States and everywhere else they have
settled, Africans are redefining what it means to be black in a race-, ethnicity-, and color-conscious
American society.
  african diaspora britain us: The New African Diaspora in North America Kwadwo
Konadu-Agyemang, Baffour K. Takyi, John A. Arthur, 2006-01-01 The New African Diaspora in North
America brings together sociologists, social workers, geographers, economists, anthropologists and
others to explore the African immigrant experience from a multi-disciplinary perspective. The
contributors shed light on the factors behind the increasing wave in African immigration to the U.S.
and Canada, the socio-economic characteristics of African immigrants, their spatial distribution,
obstacles, and contributions. Despite their increasing presence, African immigrant groups in the
U.S. and Canada have engendered relatively little scholarly research on their pre- and
post-migration experience. This collection helps fill that void, and will be valuable reading for
anyone interested in African Diaspora studies.
  african diaspora britain us: The African Diaspora Patrick Manning, 2010-03-05 Patrick
Manning follows the multiple routes that brought Africans and people of African descent into contact
with one another and with Europe, Asia, and the Americas. In joining these stories, he shows how
the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, and the Indian Ocean fueled dynamic
interactions among black communities and cultures and how these patterns resembled those of a
number of connected diasporas concurrently taking shaping across the globe. Manning begins in
1400 and traces the connections that enabled Africans to mutually identify and hold together as a
global community. He tracks discourses on race, changes in economic circumstance, the evolving
character of family life, and the growth of popular culture. He underscores the profound influence
that the African diaspora had on world history and demonstrates the inextricable link between black
migration and the rise of modernity. Inclusive and far-reaching, The African Diaspora proves that the
advent of modernity cannot be fully understood without taking the African peoples and the African
continent into account.
  african diaspora britain us: The New African Diaspora in the United States Toyin Falola,
Adebayo Oyebade, 2016-07-01 Fast growing in population, African immigrants in the United States
have become a significant force, to the point that the idea of a new African diaspora is now a reality.
This thriving community has opened new arenas of scholarly discourse on Black Atlantic history
beyond the trans-Atlantic slave trade and its legacies. This book investigates the complex dynamic
forces that have shaped, and continue to shape, this new diaspora. In eleven original essays, the
volume examines pertinent themes, such as: immigration, integration dilemmas, identity
construction, brain drain, remittances, expanding African religious space, and how these dynamics
impact and intersect with the African homeland. With contributors from both sides of the Atlantic
that represent a diverse range of academic disciplines, this book offers a broad perspective on
emerging themes in contemporary African diasporan experiences. The book will be of interest to
scholars and students of African and African-American Studies, Sociology, and History.



  african diaspora britain us: Racial Structure and Radical Politics in the African Diaspora
James L. Conyers, 2017-07-05 This is a must read book for anyone interested in the areas of racial
theory and racial relations, multicultural and polarized religions, and the making of African
personality and culture. In keeping with earlier volumes in the series, it emphasizes the
cross-fertilization of Africa and the world.In Binga Bank: Th e Development of the Black Metropolis
Beth Johnson gives an historic look at the opening of the Binga Bank, its founder, and how the bank
helped stimulate the black metropolis in Chicago. Black on the Block takes a look at life in the
community of North Kenwood-Oakland, California. Mark Christian describes what it is like to be a
member in the African diaspora in the United States and United Kingdom. In the racial theory and
racial relations area, Clarence Tally's The aeRace' Concept and Racial Structure argues that the
study of race has become dominated by the idea that race is socially constructed. Reiland Rabaka
analyzes discourse on the process of awarding reparations to people of African origin. Paula A.
Moore explains why people of African descent with mental health problems do not receive
treatment.Patriot Day focuses on the emergence and growth of Islam in America and its struggle to
connect with America's cultural heritage. Edward Wilmot Blyden and the African Personality, by
James Conyers, reviews Blyden's ideas and beliefs challenging the European worldview. Cultural
Helix Th eory examines the most fundamental component of African culture, language and how it aff
ects the black community. Black in the Saddle by Demetrius W. Pearson chronicles the professional
and personal experiences of Willie Thomas, an African American cowboy.
  african diaspora britain us: African Diaspora in the Cultures of Latin America, the
Caribbean, and the United States Persephone Braham, 2014-12-05 Scholars of the African
Americas are sometimes segregated from one another by region or period, by language, or by
discipline. Bringing together essays on fashion, the visual arts, film, literature, and history, this
volume shows how our understanding of the African diaspora in the Americas can be enriched by
crossing disciplinary boundaries to recontextualize images, words, and thoughts as part of a much
greater whole. Diaspora describes dispersion, but also the seeding, sowing, or scattering of spores
that take root and grow, maturing and adapting within new environments. The examples of diasporic
cultural production explored in this volume reflect on loss and dispersal, but they also constitute
expansive and dynamic intellectual and artistic production, neither wholly African nor wholly
American (in the hemispheric sense), whose resonance deeply inflects all of the Americas. African
Diaspora in the Cultures of Latin America, the Caribbean, and the United States represents a call for
multidisciplinary, collaborative, and complex approaches to the subject of the African diaspora.
  african diaspora britain us: Encyclopedia of the African Diaspora Carole Boyce Davies,
2008-07-29 The authoritative source for information on the people, places, and events of the African
Diaspora, spanning five continents and five centuries. The field of African Diaspora studies is rapidly
growing. Until now there was no single, authoritative source for information on this broad, complex
discipline. Drawing on the work of over 300 scholars, this encyclopedia fills that void. Now the
researcher, from high school level up, can go to a single reference for information on the historical,
political, economic, and cultural relations between people of African descent and the rest of the
world community. Five hundred years of relocation and dislocation, of assimilation and separation
have produced a rich tapestry of history and culture into which are woven people, places, and
events. This authoritative, accessible work picks out the strands of the tapestry, telling the story of
diverse peoples, separated by time and distance, but retaining a commonality of origin and
experience. Organized in A–Z sections covering global topics, country of origin, and destination
country, the work is designed for easy use by all.
  african diaspora britain us: Rewriting the African Diaspora in Latin America and the
Caribbean Robert L. Adams Jr., 2014-10-14 This volume considers the African Diaspora through the
underexplored Afro-Latino experience in the Caribbean and South America. Utilizing both
established and emerging approaches such as feminism and Atlantic studies, the authors explore the
production of historical and contemporary identities and cultural practices within and beyond the
boundaries of the nation-state. Rewriting the African Diaspora in the Caribbean and Latin America



illustrates how far the fields of Afro-Latino and African Diaspora studies have advanced beyond the
Herskovits and Frazier debates of the 1940s. The book’s arguments complicate Herskovits’
insistence on Black culture being an exclusive reflection of African survivals, as well as Frazier’s
counter-claim of African American culture being a result of slavery and colonialism. This collection
of thought-provoking essays extends the concepts of diaspora and transnationalism, forcing the
reader to reassess their present limitations as interpretive tools. In the process, Afro-Latinos are
rendered visible as national actors and transnational citizens. This book was originally published as
a special issue of African and Black Diaspora.
  african diaspora britain us: The Cultural Memory of Africa in African American and
Black British Fiction, 1970-2000 Leila Kamali, 2016-12-10 This book offers a new approach to
reading the cultural memory of Africa in African American fiction from the post-Civil Rights era and
in Black British fiction emerging in the wake of Thatcherism. The critical period between the decline
of the Civil Rights Movement and the dawn of the twenty-first century saw a deep contrast in the
distinctive narrative approaches displayed by diverse African diaspora literatures in negotiating the
crisis of representing the past. Through a series of close readings of literary fiction, this work
examines how the cultural memory of Africa is employed in diverse and specific negotiations of
narrative time, in order to engage and shape contemporary identity and citizenship. By addressing
the practice of “remembering” Africa, the book argues for the signal importance of the African
diaspora’s literary interventions, and locates new paradigms for cultural identity in contemporary
times.
  african diaspora britain us: Black Europe and the African Diaspora Darlene Clark Hine, Trica
Danielle Keaton, Stephen Small, 2023-12-11 The presence of Blacks in a number of European
societies has drawn increasing interest from scholars, policymakers, and the general public. This
interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary collection penetrates the multifaceted Black presence in
Europe, and, in so doing, complicates the notions of race, belonging, desire, and identities assumed
and presumed in revealing portraits of Black experiences in a European context. In focusing on
contemporary intellectual currents and themes, the contributors theorize and re-imagine a range of
historical and contemporary issues related to the broader questions of blackness, diaspora,
hegemony, transnationalism, and Black Europe itself as lived and perceived realities. Contributors
are Allison Blakely, Jacqueline Nassy Brown, Tina Campt, Fred Constant, Alessandra Di Maio,
Philomena Essed, Terri Francis, Barnor Hesse, Darlene Clark Hine, Dienke Hondius, Eileen Julien,
Trica Danielle Keaton, Kwame Nimako, Tiffany Ruby Patterson, T. Denean Sharpley-Whiting,
Stephen Small, Tyler Stovall, Alexander G. Weheliye, Gloria Wekker, and Michelle M. Wright.
  african diaspora britain us: African American Religious Thought Cornel West, Eddie S.
Glaude, 2003-01-01 Believing that African American religious studies has reached a crossroads,
Cornel West and Eddie Glaude seek, in this landmark anthology, to steer the discipline into the
future. Arguing that the complexity of beliefs, choices, and actions of African Americans need not be
reduced to expressions of black religion, West and Glaude call for more careful reflection on the
complex relationships of African American religious studies to conceptions of class, gender, sexual
orientation, race, empire, and other values that continue to challenge our democratic ideals.
  african diaspora britain us: Studies in the African Diaspora John P. Henderson, Harry Atwood
Reed, 1989 A memorial volume by former Ph.D. students of James R. Hooker, late Professor of
African History at Michigan State University. Topics include missionaries in Africa, early nationalist
politics in British West Africa and Kenya, slave drivers in the United States, the Garvey Movement in
Dominica and General Motors in South Africa. John P. Henderson is Professor of Economics and
Harry A. Reed is Associate Professor of History, both at Michigan State University.
  african diaspora britain us: Christianity in Africa and the African Diaspora Roswith Gerloff,
Afe Adogame, Klaus Hock, 2011-05-12 An exploration of the rapid development of African
Christianity, offering an analysis and interpretation of its movements and issues.
  african diaspora britain us: New Social Movements in the African Diaspora L. Mullings,
2016-04-30 In the last few decades the people of the African diaspora have intensified their



struggles against racial discrimination and for equality. This account of these social movements
include action in Latin America, the Indian Ocean World, Europe, Canada and the United States.
  african diaspora britain us: Language Contact in Africa and the African Diaspora in the
Americas Cecelia Cutler, Zvjezdana Vrzić, Philipp Angermeyer, 2017-07-12 Language Contact in
Africa and the African Diaspora in the Americas brings together the original research of nineteen
leading scholars on language contact and pidgin/creole genesis. In recent decades, increasing
attention has been paid to the role of historical, cultural and demographic factors in language
contact situations. John Victor Singler’s body of work, a model of what such a research paradigm
should look like, strikes a careful balance between sociohistorical and linguistic analysis. The case
studies in this volume present investigations into the sociohistorical matrix of language contact and
critical insights into the sociolinguistic consequences of language contact within Africa and the
African Diaspora. Additionally, they contribute to ongoing debates about pidgin/creole genesis and
language contact by examining and comparing analyses and linguistic outcomes of particular
sociohistorical and cultural contexts, and considering less-studied factors such as speaker agency
and identity in the emergence, nativization, and stabilization of contact varieties.
  african diaspora britain us: The African Diaspora to the Bahamas Keith L. Tinker,
2013-01-08 Current historiography on aspects of Bahamian history presents limited research on the
African presence in the islands, irrespective of the fact that arguably 85% of the population of that
country is represented by such persons. One primary objective of this book is to begin to more
adequately address this literary ommission by presenting an initial comprehensive work on the
subject. The book attempts to trace the origin of this migration by focusing on some of the primary
dynamics of ethnicity within the context of the geo-politics and geo-economics of the emerging
Atlantic world. It is hoped that the reader will emerge with a greater awareness of, and wider insight
into Bahamian history, and, the Bahamian majority will leave with a greater sense of what it truly
means to be a Bahamian....
  african diaspora britain us: Migration, Mining, and the African Diaspora B. Josiah,
2011-11-07 From the late 1800s, African workers migrated to the mineral-rich hinterland areas of
Guyana, mined gold, diamonds, and bauxite; diversified the country's economy; and contributed to
national development. Utilizing real estate, financial, and death records, as well as oral accounts of
the labor migrants along with colonial officials and mining companies' information stored in National
Archives in Guyana, Great Britain, and the U.S. Library of Congress, the study situates miners into
the historical structure of the country's economic development. It analyzes the workers attraction to
mining from agriculture, their concepts of order and progress, and how they shaped their lives in
positive ways rather than becoming mere victims of colonialism. In this contentious plantation
society plagued by adversarial relations between the economic elites and the laboring class, in
addition to producing the strategically important bauxite for the aviation era of World Wars I & II,
for almost a century the workers braved the ecologically hostile and sometimes deadly environments
of the gold and diamond fields in the quest for El Dorado in Guyana.
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