adolescent language development

adolescent language development represents a critical phase in the cognitive and
communicative growth of young individuals. During adolescence, language skills evolve
beyond basic communication to include more complex vocabulary, abstract reasoning, and
nuanced social interaction. This period is marked by significant refinement in syntax,
semantics, pragmatics, and discourse abilities, reflecting both neurological maturation and
environmental influences. Understanding adolescent language development is essential for
educators, clinicians, and parents to support effective communication, academic success,
and social integration. This article explores the stages, factors, and challenges associated
with language growth in adolescents, providing a comprehensive overview of the processes
involved. The following sections will cover the key aspects of adolescent language
development, including cognitive influences, social contexts, linguistic milestones, and
potential disorders.
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Stages of Adolescent Language Development

Adolescent language development progresses through several distinct stages that reflect
increasing sophistication in communication abilities. These stages typically encompass
early, middle, and late adolescence, each characterized by unique linguistic features and
cognitive growth. As adolescents mature, they move from primarily concrete language use
to more abstract and hypothetical reasoning, which is evident in their language production
and comprehension.

Early Adolescence

During early adolescence, typically between ages 10 and 13, language development
focuses on expanding vocabulary and improving grammatical complexity. Adolescents
begin to use more complex sentence structures and incorporate new word forms. This
stage also involves the initial development of metalinguistic awareness, enabling young



individuals to think about language itself.

Middle Adolescence

In middle adolescence, from approximately 14 to 16 years, individuals demonstrate
increased proficiency in narrative skills and argumentative discourse. They develop the
ability to understand and produce persuasive language, engage in abstract discussions, and
interpret figurative language such as metaphors and idioms. This stage reflects enhanced
executive functions that support complex language use.

Late Adolescence

Late adolescence, spanning ages 17 to 19, is marked by the refinement of pragmatic skills
and the ability to tailor communication to diverse social contexts. Language use becomes
more sophisticated, incorporating sarcasm, irony, and humor with greater ease.
Adolescents also develop a deeper understanding of cultural and contextual nuances in
language.

Cognitive and Neurological Influences

The development of adolescent language is closely linked to cognitive maturation and
neurological changes occurring during this period. Brain regions associated with language
processing, such as the prefrontal cortex and temporal lobes, undergo significant growth
and reorganization. These neurological developments facilitate improvements in working
memory, attention, and processing speed, which are critical for advanced language skills.

Brain Development and Language Processing

Neuroimaging studies indicate that the adolescent brain experiences synaptic pruning and
myelination, processes that enhance neural efficiency. These changes directly impact
language-related areas, improving adolescents’ ability to process complex sentences,
understand abstract concepts, and engage in higher-order thinking required for
sophisticated language use.

Executive Function and Language Skills

Executive functions such as planning, inhibition, and cognitive flexibility support
adolescents’ language development by enabling better organization of thoughts and
responses. These cognitive abilities allow for more coherent storytelling, effective



argumentation, and appropriate social communication, all of which are hallmarks of
adolescent language growth.

Social and Environmental Factors

Adolescent language development is significantly influenced by social interactions and
environmental contexts. Peers, family, educational settings, and cultural background play
crucial roles in shaping language acquisition and use. The social environment provides
opportunities for practicing new linguistic forms and styles while reinforcing communicative
competence.

Peer Influence and Communication Styles

Peers serve as primary social agents during adolescence, often shaping language through
slang, jargon, and conversational norms. Adolescents experiment with language to
establish identity and group membership, which contributes to the development of
pragmatic skills and adaptive language use in different social settings.

Family and Educational Environment

Family communication patterns and educational experiences provide foundational support
for language development. Exposure to rich vocabulary, varied sentence structures, and
academic language in school settings enhances linguistic competence. Positive
reinforcement and engagement in meaningful conversations at home further promote
language growth.

Linguistic Milestones in Adolescence

Adolescent language development is marked by the achievement of several linguistic
milestones that indicate advancing proficiency. These milestones encompass vocabulary
expansion, syntactic complexity, pragmatic competence, and discourse skills. Tracking
these milestones helps in identifying typical versus atypical language development.

Vocabulary Expansion

During adolescence, vocabulary grows exponentially, including the acquisition of academic
and specialized terms. Adolescents learn to understand and use abstract and technical
vocabulary relevant to their interests and educational demands, which enhances reading
comprehension and verbal expression.



Syntactic and Morphological Development

Adolescents demonstrate mastery of complex sentence structures such as embedded
clauses, passive voice, and conditionals. Morphological skills also advance, with improved
use of prefixes, suffixes, and inflections that modify word meaning and grammatical
function.

Pragmatic and Discourse Skills

Pragmatic competence involves understanding and applying social rules of language,
including turn-taking, topic maintenance, and adjusting language for different audiences.
Discourse skills improve as adolescents learn to produce coherent narratives, persuasive
essays, and analyze multiple perspectives in conversations.

Common Language Development Challenges

Despite typical progression, some adolescents experience language development
challenges that can affect academic achievement and social interaction. These difficulties
may stem from developmental disorders, learning disabilities, or environmental factors,
requiring timely identification and intervention.

Language Disorders in Adolescents

Language disorders such as Specific Language Impairment (SLI) or language deficits
associated with autism spectrum disorder can persist or become more apparent during
adolescence. These conditions often involve difficulties with grammar, vocabulary,
comprehension, and pragmatic use of language.

Impact of Learning Disabilities

Adolescents with learning disabilities, including dyslexia, often face challenges in language-
related tasks such as reading, writing, and oral communication. These difficulties may
hinder vocabulary acquisition, syntactic development, and discourse skills, necessitating
specialized support.

Environmental and Psychological Factors

Environmental deprivation, limited language exposure, or psychological issues such as



anxiety and low self-esteem can negatively influence language development. These factors
may reduce opportunities for effective communication practice and motivation to engage in
complex language use.

Supporting Adolescent Language Growth

Effective support strategies are essential for fostering optimal adolescent language
development. Interventions may involve educational accommodations, speech-language
therapy, and family involvement to address individual needs and promote language
proficiency.

Educational Strategies

Schools can implement targeted programs that enhance vocabulary, reading
comprehension, and writing skills. Incorporating collaborative learning, debates, and
creative writing encourages active language use and critical thinking.

Speech-Language Therapy

Speech-language pathologists provide assessment and intervention for adolescents with
language impairments. Therapy focuses on improving specific language domains, including
syntax, semantics, and pragmatics, tailored to the adolescent’s developmental level.

Family and Community Involvement

Families and communities play a vital role by creating rich language environments,
encouraging conversation, and supporting literacy activities. Engagement in cultural and
social events also broadens language experiences, contributing to adolescent linguistic
competence.

Encourage reading diverse materials to enhance vocabulary and comprehension.

Promote discussions on abstract and complex topics to develop critical thinking.

Support participation in social groups that foster communicative practice.

Monitor and address any language difficulties with professional support.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key stages of adolescent language
development?

Adolescent language development typically includes advanced vocabulary acquisition,
improved syntax and grammar, increased use of abstract and figurative language, and
enhanced pragmatic skills such as understanding sarcasm and irony.

How does social media influence adolescent language
development?

Social media exposes adolescents to diverse language styles, slang, and new vocabulary,
which can enhance their language creativity and adaptability, but it may also lead to
informal language use and challenges in formal writing skills.

What role does peer interaction play in adolescent
language development?

Peer interaction is crucial as it provides adolescents with opportunities to practice
conversational skills, negotiate meaning, and adopt new linguistic forms, thereby promoting
pragmatic language development and social communication competence.

How does adolescent brain development impact
language acquisition?

During adolescence, brain regions associated with language, such as the prefrontal cortex,
continue to mature, leading to improved executive functions that support complex
language processing, problem-solving, and abstract thinking in communication.

What are common language development challenges
faced by adolescents?

Adolescents may face challenges such as language delays, difficulties with complex
grammar, limited vocabulary, or pragmatic language disorders, which can affect academic
performance and social interactions; early identification and intervention are important.

Additional Resources

1. Language Development in Adolescence: Understanding the Growth of Communication
Skills

This book explores the unique aspects of language acquisition during adolescence,
emphasizing cognitive and social changes that impact communication. It covers topics such
as vocabulary expansion, syntactic complexity, and pragmatic skills. The text integrates
research findings with practical applications for educators and speech therapists.



2. Adolescent Language and Literacy: Developmental Perspectives

Focusing on the intersection of language and literacy, this book examines how teenagers
develop reading and writing skills alongside spoken language abilities. It addresses
challenges faced by diverse learners and highlights strategies to support language growth
in educational settings. The authors combine theoretical frameworks with case studies for a
comprehensive approach.

3. The Social Context of Adolescent Language Development

This volume delves into how social interactions and peer relationships influence language
use and development during teenage years. It discusses the role of identity, culture, and
technology in shaping adolescent communication. The book offers insights into how
language evolves in social contexts and impacts adolescent development.

4. Pragmatics and Adolescent Language: Understanding Context and Meaning

This book focuses on the pragmatic aspects of language development in adolescents, such
as interpreting figurative language, sarcasm, and indirect requests. It highlights the
cognitive and social factors that contribute to pragmatic competence. Readers will find
practical guidance for assessing and supporting pragmatic skills in youth.

5. Language Disorders in Adolescents: Assessment and Intervention

Targeting speech-language pathologists and educators, this book provides a detailed
overview of language impairments that can emerge or persist during adolescence. It covers
diagnostic tools, intervention strategies, and case examples. The text emphasizes
individualized approaches to support adolescents with language difficulties.

6. Vocabulary Growth and Semantic Development in Adolescents

This book examines how adolescents expand their vocabulary and deepen semantic
knowledge through various experiences and educational activities. It discusses the
cognitive mechanisms underlying word learning and the impact of reading and social
interaction. The authors provide practical recommendations for fostering vocabulary
development.

7. Adolescent Language Acquisition in Multilingual Contexts

Exploring the challenges and opportunities of language development among multilingual
teens, this book addresses code-switching, language dominance, and cultural identity. It
offers research-based insights into how adolescents acquire and negotiate multiple
languages. The text is valuable for linguists, educators, and speech therapists working in
diverse communities.

8. Writing Development in Adolescence: From Sentences to Essays

This book focuses on the progression of writing skills during the adolescent years,
highlighting the development of coherence, organization, and style. It discusses how
language proficiency supports academic writing and personal expression. The authors
include strategies for teaching writing to adolescents at different skill levels.

9. Language, Identity, and Adolescence: The Role of Communication in Self-Concept

This interdisciplinary book explores how language use during adolescence contributes to
the formation of identity and self-concept. It considers the influence of peer groups, media,
and cultural narratives on adolescent speech and language choices. The text provides a
nuanced understanding of the relationship between language and psychological
development.
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Adolescence Ruth Aronson Berman, 2004-01-01 This volume brings together work by scholars with

backgrounds in linguistics, psycholinguistics, developmental psychology, education, and language
pathology. As such, the book adds psycholinguistic and crosslinguistic perspectives to the clinical
and classroom approaches that have dominated the study of later language development .
Incorporating insights from prior language acquisition research, it goes beyond preschool age to
consider both isolated utterances and extended discourse, conversational interactions and
monologic text construction, and both written and spoken language use from early school-age across
adolescence. Data from French, Hebrew, Spanish, and Swedish as well as English cover varied
domains: morphology and lexicon, syntax and verb argument structure, as well as peer interaction,
spelling, processing of on-line writing, and reading poetry. The epilogue suggests explanations for
the findings documented. Across the book, the authors show how cognitive and social maturation
combines with increased literacy in the path taken by schoolchildren and adolescents towards the
flexible deployment of a growing repertoire of lexical elements in varied morpho-syntactic
constructions and different discourse contexts that constitutes the hallmark of maturely proficient
language use.

adolescent language development: Child, Adolescent and Family Development Phillip T.
Slee, Marilyn Campbell, Barbara Spears, 2012-08-30 A comprehensive study of human development
from conception to adulthood, this book explores the foundations of modern developmental thought,
incorporating international research set within a cultural and historical context.

adolescent language development: Pathways to Language Kyra Karmiloff, Annette
Karmiloff-Smith, 2002-04-30 A remarkable mother-daughter collaboration balances the respected
views of a well-known scholar with the fresh perspective of a younger colleague in a comprehensive
overview of the theory and practice of language acquisition.
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adolescent language development: Child Development From Infancy to Adolescence Laura E.
Levine, Joyce Munsch, 2018-11-29 Chronologically organized, Child Development From Infancy to
Adolescence, Second Edition presents topics within the field of child development through unique
and highly engaging Active Learning opportunities. The Active Learning features integrated within
the print text and digital program foster a dynamic and personal learning process for students.
Within each chapter, authors Laura E. Levine and Joyce Munsch introduce students to a wide range
of real-world applications of psychological research to child development. The in-text pedagogical
features and the accompanying digital components help students discover the excitement of
studying child development and equip them with skills they can use long after completing the
course.

adolescent language development: Maternity and Pediatric Nursing Susan Scott Ricci, Terri
Kyle, Susan Carman, 2024-09-13 Maternity and Pediatric Nursing, 5th Edition emphasizes key
concepts amidst limited class time. Combining maternity and pediatric nursing in a cohesive volume,
it equips students with the knowledge and skills for comprehensive care, enhancing their critical
thinking and improving patient outcomes. Structured into eleven units, the book covers topics from
women'’s health, pregnancy, and birth to child health promotion and managing health alterations.
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Enhanced with threaded case studies, Consider This sections, and detailed nursing care plans, it
integrates the strengths of Ricci’s and Kyle/Carman’s texts, with updates on key areas like diversity,
equity, inclusion, and current clinical guidelines.

adolescent language development: Abnormal Child and Adolescent Psychology Allen C.
Israel, Jennifer Weil Malatras, Rita Wicks-Nelson, 2020-10-29 Abnormal Child and Adolescent
Psychology is a comprehensive introduction to the field. It covers theoretical and methodological
foundations and examines the characteristics, epidemiology, etiology, developmental course,
assessment, and treatment of disorders of childhood and adolescence. At the heart of the text is the
partnership of the developmental psychopathology perspective, which analyzes problems of youth
within a developmental context, and a traditional clinical/disorder approach, which underscores the
symptoms, causes, and treatments of disorders. Woven throughout the text is the view that behavior
stems from the continuous interaction of multiple influences, that the problems of the young are
intricately tied to their social and cultural contexts, and that empirical approaches and the scientific
method provide the best avenue for understanding the complexity of human behavior. This edition
explores the latest areas of research and tackles important contemporary topics, including: how to
best classify and diagnose problems the Research Domain Criteria (RDoC) framework the roles of
genetics and early brain development and their interaction with the environment the complex roles
of family and peers; sex/gender; and culture, ethnicity, and race in psychopathology progress in
early intervention and prevention improvements in accessibility and dissemination of evidence-based
treatments social issues such as poverty, child maltreatment, substance use, bullying/victimization,
and terrorism and war This edition also features a new full-color design and over 200 color figures,
tables, and photos. The text is written in a clear and engaging style and is approachable for students
with varying academic backgrounds and experiences. It is rich in case descriptions that allow
students to examine problems through the lens of youth and their families. The Accent boxes foster
discussion of current interest topics such as infant mental health, scientific evidence regarding
vaccines and autism, suicidality in sexual minority youth, and the impact of stigmatization. The
Looking Forward sections focus students’ attention on the central concepts to be addressed, while
the Looking Back sections provide students with a synopsis of the chapter for further study and
reflection. The text is also supplemented with online resources for students and instructors.

adolescent language development: Essentials of Pediatric Nursing Terri Kyle, Susan Carman,
2024-09-05 Essentials of Pediatric Nursing, 5th Edition amplifies students’ foundational knowledge,
navigating them toward a deeper understanding of crucial concepts. Recognizing the nuances in
pediatric care, it prioritizes fundamental principles, facilitating mastery of complex problem-solving
scenarios. Through a focus on conceptual learning, it not only streamlines instruction but also
cultivates critical thinking skills. Case Studies, Unfolding Patient Stories, and Clinical Reasoning
Alerts enrich comprehension and analytical skills. New features include phonetic spelling of
difficult-to-pronounce key terms, updated growth and development guidelines, expanded diversity
and inclusion content, and COVID insights, ensuring students access the latest in pediatric nursing.

adolescent language development: The Developing Person Through Childhood and
Adolescence Kathleen Stassen Berger, 2008-10-30 Check out a preview. Edition after edition,
Berger’s highly praised, bestselling text opens students’ eyes to the ways children grow—and the
ways that growth is investigated and interpreted by developmentalists. Staying true to the hallmarks
that have defined Berger’s vision from the outset, the Eighth Edition again redefines excellence in a
child development textbook, combining thoughtful interpretations of the latest science with new
skill-building pedagogy and media tools that can revolutionize classroom and study time.

adolescent language development: Child and Adolescent Development in Context Tara L.
Kuther, 2019-11-12 In the chronologically organized Child and Adolescent Development in Context,
award-winning author Tara L. Kuther frames development research in real-life contexts, including
gender, race and ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and more.

adolescent language development: Child and Adolescent Development for Educators
Michael Pressley, Christine B. McCormick, 2006-11-20 Filling a tremendous need, this is the first



graduate-level child development text written specifically for future educators. From eminent
authorities, the volume provides a solid understanding of major theories of development, focusing on
how each has informed research and practice in educational contexts. Topics include the impact of
biology and early experiences on the developing mind; the development of academic competence
and motivation; how learning is influenced by individual differences, sociocultural factors, peers, and
the family environment; what educators need to know about child mental health; and more. Every
chapter features a quick-reference outline, definitions of key terms, and boxes addressing special
topics of interest to educators. Special feature: Instructors considering this book for course adoption
will automatically be e-mailed a test bank (in RTF format) that includes objective test items, essay
questions, and case questions based on classroom scenarios.

adolescent language development: Lewis's Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Andrés Martin,
Fred R. Volkmar, Melvin Lewis, 2007 Established for fifteen years as the standard work in the field,
Melvin Lewis's Child and Adolescent Psychiatry: A Comprehensive Textbook is now in its Fourth
Edition. Under the editorial direction of Andrés Martin and Fred R. Volkmar—two of Dr. Lewis's
colleagues at the world-renowned Yale Child Study Center—this classic text emphasizes the
relationship between basic science and clinical research and integrates scientific principles with the
realities of drug interactions. This edition has been reorganized into a more compact, clinically
relevant book and completely updated, with two-thirds new contributing authors. The new structure
incorporates economics, diversity, and a heavy focus on evidence-based practice. Numerous new
chapters include genetics, research methodology and statistics, and the continuum of care and
location-specific interventions. A companion Website provides instant access to the complete, fully
searchable text.

adolescent language development: The Multilingual Adolescent Experience Malgorzata
Machowska-Kosciak, 2020-10-09 This book contributes to our understanding of how older learners
negotiate family internal and family external socialisation processes and thereby how parents’
ideologies and practices, peer socialisation, and language status or societal demands come together
in adolescents’ lives. It integrates the sociohistorical context and adolescents’ attitudes with the
parents’ role. Through the use of ‘small stories’ and ethnographic observation this book explores the
social and cultural worlds of Polish immigrant adolescents in Ireland, the ways they seek
membership and belonging in their communities of practice, and the ways in which they develop
sociohistorical understandings across the languages and cultures they are part of. It sheds light on
schooling and family communities and the role they play in the socialization processes of immigrant
children.

adolescent language development: Childhood Language Disorders in Context Nickola Nelson,
1993 Here is a comprehensive introduction to language disorders in children...one whose two-fold
developmental/contextual perspective acknowledges that children's language learning systems
include not only their skills, knowledge, and biological abilities...but also their language background,
family settings, and the context in which they are attempting to learn language. The text's primary
focus is on perspectives from normal development, and the bulk of the coverage is devoted to
examination of expectations for early (infant through toddler), middle (preschool through early
elementary), and later (middle elementary through adolescent) stages of learning language. These
developmentally-geared divisions are then used to guide discussions of language assessment and
intervention for children who are not learning language normally, yet who have characteristics in
common with their peers who are.

adolescent language development: Encyclopedia of Adolescence Roger J.R. Levesque,
2014-07-08 The Encyclopedia of Adolescence breaks new ground as an important central resource
for the study of adolescence. Comprehensive in breath and textbook in depth, the Encyclopedia of
Adolescence - with entries presented in easy-to-access A to Z format - serves as a reference
repository of knowledge in the field as well as a frequently updated conduit of new knowledge long
before such information trickles down from research to standard textbooks. By making full use of
Springer’s print and online flexibility, the Encyclopedia is at the forefront of efforts to advance the



field by pushing and creating new boundaries and areas of study that further our understanding of
adolescents and their place in society. Substantively, the Encyclopedia draws from four major areas
of research relating to adolescence. The first broad area includes research relating to Self, Identity
and Development in Adolescence. This area covers research relating to identity, from early
adolescence through emerging adulthood; basic aspects of development (e.g., biological, cognitive,
social); and foundational developmental theories. In addition, this area focuses on various types of
identity: gender, sexual, civic, moral, political, racial, spiritual, religious, and so forth. The second
broad area centers on Adolescents’ Social and Personal Relationships. This area of research
examines the nature and influence of a variety of important relationships, including family, peer,
friends, sexual and romantic as well as significant nonparental adults. The third area examines
Adolescents in Social Institutions. This area of research centers on the influence and nature of
important institutions that serve as the socializing contexts for adolescents. These major institutions
include schools, religious groups, justice systems, medical fields, cultural contexts, media, legal
systems, economic structures, and youth organizations.Adolescent Mental Health constitutes the last
major area of research. This broad area of research focuses on the wide variety of human thoughts,
actions, and behaviors relating to mental health, from psychopathology to thriving. Major topic
examples include deviance, violence, crime, pathology (DSM), normalcy, risk, victimization,
disabilities, flow, and positive youth development.

adolescent language development: Child and Adolescent Development for Educators ,

adolescent language development: EdPsych Modules Cheryl Cisero Durwin, Marla
Reese-Weber, 2016-12-01 Now with SAGE Publications, Cheryl Cisero Durwin and Marla
Reese-Weber’s EdPsych Modules uses an innovative implementation of case studies and a modular
format to address the challenge of effectively connecting theory and research to practice. Each
module is a succinct, stand-alone topic that represents every subject found in traditional chapter
texts and can be used in any order for maximum flexibility in organizing your course. Each of the
book’s eight units of modules begins with a set of four case studies-early childhood, elementary,
middle school, and secondary-and ends with “Assess” and “Reflect and Evaluate” questions and
activities to encourage comprehension and application of the research and theories presented. The
case approach and the extensive pedagogy that support it allows students to constantly see the
applications of the theories and research that they are studying in the text.

adolescent language development: Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health Edilma L.
Yearwood, Geraldine S. Pearson, Jamesetta A. Newland, 2012-01-18 As an increasing number of
children and adolescents with psychiatric symptoms go unrecognized in our current healthcare
system, the ability to identify and treat these issues in multiple healthcare settings has become
vitally important. With access to primary care providers increasing and a shortage of child
psychiatric providers, collaboration between psychiatric, pediatric and family advanced practice
nurses is essential to improving care for this vulnerable population. Child and Adolescent Behavioral
Health provides a practical reference to aid in this endeavour. Written and reviewed by over 70
nurse experts, it is a must-have reference for all practitioners caring for children and adolescents.

adolescent language development: Developmental Problems of Childhood and Adolescence
Martin Herbert, 2008-04-15 This book provides a practical guide to, and critical review of,
community and individual professional interventions that could ease the lives of children with
developmental disorders and mental health problems. A critical review of, and practical guide to, the
interventions that could ease the lives of children with developmental disorders and mental health
problems. Structured around the stages and developmental tasks in a child’s life span, from
conception to teenage years. Discusses inherited disorders, intrauterine problems, neonatal and
perinatal problems, early childhood attachment and physical disorders, disabilities at school, and
problems associated with socialisation. Also covers problems that affect children at all ages, such as
learning disabilities, abuse and various psychological and psychiatric disorders. Consistently
considers the role of parents, the family, and the community in interventions. Written by a leading
expert in clinical child and adolescent psychology and social work. Bridges the gap between



psychosocial interventions and medically-based treatments. Can be used alongside Herbert’s Typical
and Atypical Development: From Conception to Adolescence (BPS Blackwell, 2003).

adolescent language development: Maintaining Three Languages Xiao-lei Wang, 2015-10-22
The teenage years are a fascinating time in the life of any family, but what happens when the
challenges of parenting teenagers are combined with the desire to help your children build on their
multilingual abilities? In this follow-up to Growing up with Three Languages: Birth to Eleven,
Xiao-lei Wang offers a unique insight into the dynamics of a multilingual family. She combines
practical, evidence-based advice with rich detail from observations of her own family to offer support
and inspiration on an aspect of multilingual parenting that has received comparatively little
attention. By placing language within the wider context of teenagers’ cognitive and social
development, this book will enable parents everywhere to help and guide their children through the
next step in their multilingual journey.
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