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abroad in japan book goodreads is a popular search term among readers interested in exploring
the unique perspectives offered by this acclaimed travelogue. The book, authored by Chris Broad,
chronicles his experiences living and traveling across Japan, blending humor, cultural insights, and
candid observations. On Goodreads, the platform renowned for book reviews and ratings, "Abroad in
Japan" has garnered a significant following and sparked extensive discussions. This article delves into
the book’s reception on Goodreads, highlighting key reviews, ratings, and the reasons behind its
popularity. Additionally, it examines the themes and style that contribute to its appeal, as well as how
it fits within the broader genre of travel literature.
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Overview of Abroad in Japan Book
"Abroad in Japan" is a travel memoir written by Chris Broad, a British YouTuber and author who has
spent many years living in Japan. The book offers a candid and often humorous account of his
adventures, challenges, and observations while navigating Japanese culture and society.

The narrative is notable for its blend of personal anecdotes and cultural commentary, providing
readers with an immersive experience of Japan beyond typical tourist perspectives. The book covers a
wide range of topics including local customs, social norms, travel tips, and the author’s reflections on
life as a foreigner in Japan.

Content and Style
The writing style of "Abroad in Japan" balances wit and sincerity, making complex cultural nuances
accessible and engaging. The book is structured around various episodes from Broad’s life in Japan,
each offering insights into different aspects of Japanese culture and the expatriate experience.

The use of humor and relatable storytelling techniques helps to maintain reader interest and provides
an entertaining yet informative read.



Publication and Availability
"Abroad in Japan" is available in multiple formats, including paperback and digital editions. It has been
distributed both in Japan and internationally, catering to a diverse audience interested in travel and
Japanese culture.

Goodreads Ratings and Reviews
On Goodreads, "Abroad in Japan" has received a positive reception, reflected in its overall rating and
the volume of user reviews. Readers praise the book for its engaging narrative and insightful cultural
observations.

Overall Rating
The book holds an average rating that typically ranges between 4.0 and 4.5 stars out of 5, indicating
widespread approval among readers. This rating is based on thousands of user submissions,
demonstrating the book’s popularity within the Goodreads community.

User Reviews and Feedback
Reviews on Goodreads highlight several strengths of the book:

Authenticity: Many readers appreciate the genuine portrayal of life in Japan without
romanticization.

Humor: The author’s comedic approach to cultural misunderstandings and daily experiences is
often cited as a major appeal.

Informative Content: Users value the detailed explanations of Japanese customs and societal
norms.

Engagement: The storytelling keeps readers invested from start to finish.

Critical reviews occasionally point out that some readers might prefer a more structured travel guide,
but most agree that the memoir’s format adds to its charm.

Key Themes in Abroad in Japan
The book explores several recurring themes that resonate with its audience, contributing to its strong
presence on Goodreads and other review platforms.



Cultural Exploration
A central theme is the exploration of Japanese culture from the perspective of an outsider. The author
delves into traditions, social etiquette, festivals, and the everyday life of locals, offering readers a
comprehensive understanding of Japan beyond tourist clichés.

Personal Growth and Adaptation
Another important aspect is the theme of personal development, as the author adapts to life in a
foreign country. The challenges of language barriers, social integration, and cultural differences are
portrayed with honesty and humor.

Travel and Adventure
Travel experiences throughout Japan are documented with vivid descriptions and insightful
commentary. The book covers various regions, highlighting both popular destinations and lesser-
known locales.

Author Profile: Chris Broad
Chris Broad is a British content creator and author known primarily for his work on the YouTube
channel "Abroad in Japan." His background as a filmmaker and commentator informs his engaging
storytelling style in both video and written formats.

Career and Works
Before authoring the book, Broad gained prominence through his travel videos and documentaries
about Japan. His ability to blend humor with cultural education has earned him a dedicated following.

Influence and Impact
Broad’s influence extends beyond entertainment; he has contributed to increasing global interest in
Japanese culture and travel. His book complements his digital content by offering a more in-depth and
personal perspective.

Comparison with Other Japan Travel Books
"Abroad in Japan" stands out among travel literature due to its unique blend of humor, personal
narrative, and cultural insight.



Distinctive Features

Author’s Voice: The conversational and humorous tone differentiates it from more formal
travel guides.

Focus on Expat Life: It emphasizes the experience of living in Japan rather than just visiting.

Multimedia Presence: The author’s existing audience from YouTube adds context and appeal.

Similar Titles
Other books in the genre, such as "Lost Japan" by Alex Kerr or "Tokyo Vice" by Jake Adelstein, offer
different perspectives ranging from historical to investigative journalism. In contrast, "Abroad in
Japan" offers a lighter, more accessible approach to understanding contemporary Japan.

Why Abroad in Japan Resonates with Readers
The book’s success on Goodreads and among international readers can be attributed to several
factors that enhance its appeal.

Relatability and Humor
Readers find the author’s candid and often humorous reflections relatable, especially those interested
in travel or cultural exchange. The book’s tone makes complex cultural topics approachable and
enjoyable.

Educational Value
"Abroad in Japan" serves as both entertainment and an educational tool, helping readers gain a
deeper understanding of Japanese society and customs.

Engagement with a Growing Audience
The book taps into the increasing global fascination with Japan, fueled by media, tourism, and cultural
exports. Its availability on Goodreads facilitates community engagement through reviews and
discussions, further amplifying its visibility and impact.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Goodreads rating for the 'Abroad in Japan' book?
The 'Abroad in Japan' book has an average rating of around 4.5 stars on Goodreads, reflecting positive
reader reviews.

What do readers say about the humor in the 'Abroad in Japan'
book on Goodreads?
Readers on Goodreads often praise the 'Abroad in Japan' book for its witty and humorous writing
style, making the cultural insights entertaining and accessible.

Is the 'Abroad in Japan' book recommended for people
interested in Japanese culture according to Goodreads
reviews?
Yes, many Goodreads reviewers recommend the 'Abroad in Japan' book for those interested in
Japanese culture, as it provides insightful and personal perspectives on life in Japan.

Are there any common criticisms of the 'Abroad in Japan' book
on Goodreads?
Some Goodreads users mention that the book can be a bit niche or assumes some prior knowledge of
Japan, which might not appeal to all readers.

Does the 'Abroad in Japan' book include personal stories or
travel tips, based on Goodreads feedback?
Goodreads reviewers note that the 'Abroad in Japan' book includes a mix of personal anecdotes and
practical travel tips, making it both informative and engaging.

Additional Resources
1. Abroad in Japan: The Travel Guide for the Language Learner
This book is perfect for those interested in exploring Japan while improving their Japanese language
skills. It provides practical travel tips, cultural insights, and language learning advice tailored for
travelers who want to immerse themselves more deeply in Japanese culture. The author combines
personal anecdotes with useful information, making it both engaging and educational.

2. Tokyo on Foot: Travels in the City's Most Colorful Neighborhoods by Florent Chavouet
A beautifully illustrated travelogue that takes readers on a walking tour of Tokyo’s diverse
neighborhoods. The author’s observations capture the vibrancy and quirks of everyday life in Japan’s
capital. It’s a charming blend of art, travel, and cultural commentary, ideal for those curious about
Tokyo beyond the usual tourist spots.

3. A Geek in Japan: Discovering the Land of Manga, Anime, Zen, and the Tea Ceremony by Hector
Garcia



This book delves into Japan’s unique blend of traditional culture and modern pop phenomena. It offers
insights into everything from tea ceremonies and Zen Buddhism to manga and anime, making it a
comprehensive guide for those fascinated by Japanese culture. The approachable style makes
complex cultural topics accessible to readers worldwide.

4. Lonely Planet Japan
A comprehensive and up-to-date travel guide for visiting Japan, covering everything from major cities
to remote regions. It includes recommendations on accommodations, dining, transportation, and
sightseeing, making it a practical companion for travelers. The guide also addresses cultural etiquette
and language tips to enhance the visitor experience.

5. Japanese Street Slang: The Wild and Wonderful Language of the Tokyo Streets by Peter Constantine
For travelers wanting to understand the informal and colorful language used in Japan’s urban areas,
this book is an invaluable resource. It explains slang terms and expressions often heard in Tokyo’s
streets, giving readers a deeper appreciation of local communication styles. The book is both
entertaining and educational, perfect for those aiming to sound more natural in conversation.

6. Dogs and Demons: Tales from the Dark Side of Modern Japan by Alex Kerr
This investigative book explores the less glamorous aspects of modern Japan, from environmental
issues to bureaucratic inefficiencies. It provides a critical perspective that balances the often idealized
image of Japan abroad. Readers gain a nuanced understanding of the challenges facing contemporary
Japanese society.

7. Lost Japan by Alex Kerr
A reflective and poetic exploration of Japan’s vanishing traditions and landscapes. Kerr shares his
deep affection for Japan while lamenting the loss of cultural heritage due to modernization. The book
combines personal memoir with cultural critique, appealing to readers interested in Japan’s history
and identity.

8. The Roads to Sata: A 2000-Mile Walk Through Japan by Alan Booth
This classic travel narrative recounts the author’s journey on foot from the northern tip of Japan’s
main island to the southernmost point. Booth’s observations reveal the everyday lives of ordinary
Japanese people and the diverse landscapes of the country. The book is praised for its insightful and
humorous portrayal of Japan.

9. Japanland: A Year in Search of Wa by Karin Muller
An American journalist’s immersive year-long experience living and traveling throughout Japan. Muller
explores the concept of “wa” (harmony) in Japanese culture while encountering both the beauty and
challenges of life in Japan. The book offers a candid and personal perspective on adapting to a foreign
culture.
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  abroad in japan book goodreads: The Engineer , 1917
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Subject Guide to Books in Print , 1971
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Lost in Tokyo Jenny Lynne, 2014-07-10 SOMETIMES YOU
HAVE TO ABANDON YOUR COMFORT ZONE TO FIND THE PLACE WHERE YOU BELONG.
Nineteen-year-old Erin is hoping that her visit to Japan with her best friend, Adam, will be life
changing. Erin lost her mother when she was just four years old. Years before she vanished, Erin's
mother wrote up an itinerary for a dream trip to Japan. Erin has decided to take the trip that her
mother dreamed of and do everything on her mother's list. But just hours after her arrival in Tokyo,
Erin discovers that things won't be going according to plan when she ends up in bed with her
formerly-completely-platonic best friend. LOST IN TOKYO is a compelling new adult contemporary
best friend romance novel that will appeal to similar audiences as JUST ONE DAY and JUST ONE
YEAR (by Gayle Forman). The book gives us a travel guide of wonderful things to see and do while
on vacation in Japan (featuring attractions in Tokyo, Kyoto, Nara, Nikko, and Kamakura) wrapped in
a story of healing and hope, with an unexpected, but satisfying, ending. LOST IN TOKYO and LOST
IN LOS ANGELES (also available on Amazon.com) form a two-book series. The books can be read
independently or in either order to provide a complete, satisfying reader experience.
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Abroad in Japan Chris Broad, 2023-08-03 When Englishman
Chris Broad landed in a rural village in northern Japan he wondered if he'd made a huge mistake.
Over ten years we follow Chris as he unravels the wonders and eccentricities of one of the world's
most mysterious cultures, rising from underqualified English teacher to YouTube sensation in the
process
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Moon Living Abroad in Japan Ruthy Kanagy, 2008
  abroad in japan book goodreads: America-bound Hisashi Tsurutani, 1989
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Road of Flowers Masahito Kawashima, 2015-09-17
According to Road of Flowers, Mr. Kawashima's life has been a tremendous one. -Hakubu
Shimomura, Minister of Education I hope as many people as possible read his book to gain a better
understanding of courage and to dream of a better future. -Tadao Chiba, Denmark-Japan Social
Living Institute Describing his life full of vicissitude, Camino de Flor is, so to speak, an autographic
story and persuades us that nothing is impossible for a person who has a strong will. -Dr. Gregory of
Tokyo University Life is a drama. Each person has their own drama and lives according to scenarios
bestowed upon us by God. God bestows a simple life to some and tremendous drama to others.
Whatever scenario a person faces, as long as we give all effort, we are all equally successful. In my
case, being innocent and naive, I was faced with tremendous drama throughout my life. These
experiences made me into the person I am today.
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Living Abroad in Japan Kodansha International, 'Dear
Etienne, how's it going? I'm writing to invite you to Japan for two weeks in October.' This was the
beginning, a crossing of two cultures, French and Japanese, which was going to awaken many things
in each one of the authors who participated in this adventure: a stay in Japan does not leave one
indifferent. Eight stories from nine European authors result, in which all the exoticism of this elusive
and mysterious country is depicted with imagination, humor and poetry. As if in response to these
impressions of the artist-travelers, eight authors from the Archipelago portray their own Japan, the
everyday one, that of modernity and that of legend. After reading this sentient collection of
anecdotes and tales woven together from such different views, one desires nothing more than to
visit and see for oneself some bit of the land of the Rising Sun.
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Living Abroad in Japan Gresham Publishing Company
Limited, The, Time-Life Books, 1993-12-31 Dear ?tienne, how's it going? I'm writing to invite you to
Japan for two weeks in October. This was the beginning, a crossing of two cultures, French and
Japanese, which was going to awaken many things in each one of the authors who participated in
this adventure: a stay in Japan does not leave one indifferent. Eight stories from nine European
authors result, in which all the exoticism of this elusive and mysterious country is depicted with



imagination, humor and poetry. As if in response to these impressions of the artist-travelers, eight
authors from the Archipelago portray their own Japan, the everyday one, that of modernity and that
of legend. After reading this sentient collection of anecdotes and tales woven together from such
different views, one desires nothing more than to visit and see for oneself some bit of the land of the
Rising Sun.
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Moon Living Abroad in Japan Ruth Kanagy, 2013-03-12 Born
in Tokyo and raised in Hokkaido, Ruthy Kanagy is an expert on Japanese culture. In Moon Living
Abroad in Japan, Kanagy lends her insight on how to navigate the language and culture of Japan,
outlining all the information needed in a smart, organized, and straightforward manner. Whether it’s
an apartment in Tokyo or a mountain retreat in Nagano, there's a place that matches your budget,
needs, and dreams—and Kanagy uses her firsthand knowledge of Japan to ensure that you have all
the tools you need to obtain visas, arrange your finances, find employment, and choose schools for
your kids. Packed with essential information and must-have details on setting up daily life, plus
extensive color and black and white photos, illustrations, and maps, Moon Living Abroad in Japan
will help you find your bearings as you settle into your new home and life abroad.
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Living Abroad in Japan Sun Tree Publishing, Limited,
1993-03 'Dear Etienne, how's it going? I'm writing to invite you to Japan for two weeks in October.'
This was the beginning, a crossing of two cultures, French and Japanese, which was going to awaken
many things in each one of the authors who participated in this adventure: a stay in Japan does not
leave one indifferent. Eight stories from nine European authors result, in which all the exoticism of
this elusive and mysterious country is depicted with imagination, humor and poetry. As if in
response to these impressions of the artist-travelers, eight authors from the Archipelago portray
their own Japan, the everyday one, that of modernity and that of legend. After reading this sentient
collection of anecdotes and tales woven together from such different views, one desires nothing
more than to visit and see for oneself some bit of the land of the Rising Sun.
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Abroad in Japan: Discovering the Heart of a
Fascinating Country Navneet Singh, Introduction Welcome to Japan, a land where tradition meets
modernity, and where every corner holds a story waiting to be discovered. This book is inspired by
the adventures of a foreigner navigating the beautiful, sometimes puzzling world of Japan — an
adventure filled with laughter, learning, and love for a country like no other. Chapter 1: First Steps
on Japanese Soil Stepping off the plane, the hum of Tokyo’s Narita Airport was overwhelming yet
thrilling. From customs to my first train ride, everything felt like a scene from a movie. The
politeness, the efficiency, the neatness — Japan was nothing like I expected, yet everything I hoped
for. Chapter 2: Language — The Key to Connection Learning Japanese was my first big challenge.
The writing systems (hiragana, katakana, kanji) felt like puzzles. But every phrase learned opened
doors — from ordering ramen to making friends. Language is more than words; it’s respect,
patience, and sometimes just a good laugh. Chapter 3: The Food Odyssey Sushi, ramen, okonomiyaki
— Japan’s cuisine is an adventure in itself. Each meal tells a story of tradition and regional pride. I
remember my first bite of takoyaki on a street corner in Osaka and the warmth of a bowl of miso
soup in a Kyoto ryokan. Food is Japan’s universal language. Chapter 4: Beyond Tokyo — Hidden
Gems While Tokyo dazzles with neon lights and skyscrapers, Japan’s true charm lies in its quieter
places. The snowy villages of Hokkaido, the serene temples of Nara, the tropical beaches of Okinawa
— each region offers a unique slice of Japan’s soul. Chapter 5: Festivals and Rituals — Japan’s
Timeless Pulse Japan’s calendar is dotted with festivals celebrating seasons, history, and local
legends. From the cherry blossom hanami to the fiery Gion Matsuri, these events reveal the
country’s deep connection to nature and community spirit. Chapter 6: Challenges and Cultural
Quirks Living abroad means encountering moments of confusion — from bowing etiquette to vending
machines that seem to speak a secret language. Embracing these quirks with humor and humility is
part of the journey. Chapter 7: Building a Home Away from Home After years, Japan stops feeling
like a foreign land and starts feeling like home. Friends, routines, favorite spots — these build a life
filled with meaning and belonging, even thousands of miles from where I was born. Conclusion Japan



is more than a place to visit; it’s a place to experience, to grow, and to understand. This book is a
tribute to the magic of living abroad in Japan — the laughter, the struggles, and the unforgettable
moments that shape a life forever changed.
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Modern Japanese Diaries Donald Keene, 1998
  abroad in japan book goodreads: Journey Abroad to Japan Robyn Newton, 2025-07-27
Adventure awaits... are you ready to explore? Join Robert, Christopher, Sue, and Maria on the
adventure of a lifetime as they journey to the magical land of Japan! From riding bullet trains
through vibrant cities to tasting delicious new foods and making wonderful new friends, every
moment is filled with laughter, learning, and excitement. But Japan holds more than just fun-it holds
ancient secrets, breathtaking wonders, and surprising discoveries that will keep you guessing: What
will they find next? Where will their journey take them? Open the pages and let the adventure
begin... because every great explorer knows-the world is full of magic when you dare to discover it!
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