
who wrote calculus
who wrote calculus is a question that has intrigued many scholars and
students throughout history. The development of calculus is attributed
primarily to two mathematicians: Sir Isaac Newton and Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz, both of whom independently formulated the foundational concepts of
calculus in the late 17th century. Their contributions laid the groundwork
for modern mathematics and revolutionized the way we understand change and
motion. This article will explore the lives and works of these two pivotal
figures, the historical context of calculus's development, the fundamental
principles they introduced, and the ongoing impact of their discoveries.
Additionally, we will delve into the controversies surrounding their
contributions and how calculus has evolved into an essential tool in various
scientific fields today.
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The Historical Context of Calculus
The emergence of calculus was not an isolated phenomenon; it was the result
of centuries of mathematical evolution. Before Newton and Leibniz,
mathematicians such as Archimedes, Euclid, and later, mathematicians in the
Islamic Golden Age, made significant advancements in understanding geometry
and the foundations of mathematics. The desire to understand motion and
change led to the development of infinitesimal calculus, which focuses on the
behavior of functions as they approach certain values.

During the 16th and 17th centuries, Europe underwent a scientific revolution.
This period was characterized by a shift from Aristotelian physics to a new
framework of understanding nature through mathematics. The works of



Copernicus, Galileo, and Kepler inspired further inquiry into the laws
governing celestial and terrestrial motion. This backdrop set the stage for
the development of calculus, as scientists sought a mathematical method to
describe motion quantitatively.

Sir Isaac Newton's Contributions
Sir Isaac Newton, born in 1642, is best known for his laws of motion and
universal gravitation. However, his contributions to mathematics,
particularly calculus, are equally significant. Newton developed his version
of calculus, which he referred to as "the method of fluxions," in the
mid-1660s. His approach was focused on the concept of change, which he
defined through the notion of "fluxions" — the rates of change of quantities.

Newton's work emphasized the following key ideas:

Limits and Infinitesimals: Newton used the concept of limits to define
instantaneous rates of change, paving the way for later formal
definitions of derivatives.

Fundamental Theorem of Calculus: He established a connection between
differentiation and integration, demonstrating that they are inverse
processes.

Application to Physics: Newton applied his calculus to solve problems in
physics, particularly in understanding motion under the influence of
forces.

Newton's work on calculus was primarily recorded in his manuscripts and was
not published until later, which contributed to the subsequent debates
regarding the invention of calculus.

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz's Contributions
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, born in 1646, was another foundational figure in
the development of calculus. His work, conducted independently around the
same time as Newton, introduced a notation system that is still in use today.
Leibniz published his results in 1684, while Newton's work on calculus
remained largely unpublished until later in the 17th century.

Leibniz's contributions included:

Notation: He introduced the integral sign (∫) and the notation for
derivatives (dy/dx), which greatly simplified the communication of
calculus concepts.

Formalism: Leibniz's approach to calculus was more formal and systematic
than Newton's, which helped establish calculus as a distinct



mathematical discipline.

Applications: Like Newton, Leibniz applied calculus to various fields,
including physics, engineering, and economics.

Leibniz's published works provided a comprehensive framework for calculus,
influencing generations of mathematicians and scientists. His notation and
formalism are considered crucial for the advancement of mathematics.

The Calculus Controversy
Despite their independent contributions, a significant controversy arose
between Newton and Leibniz regarding the invention of calculus. This dispute,
often referred to as the "calculus priority dispute," centered on accusations
of plagiarism and claims of originality. Both mathematicians had their
supporters, leading to a heated debate within the scientific community.

The controversy was fueled by nationalistic sentiments, with British
mathematicians supporting Newton and continental European mathematicians
siding with Leibniz. This division had lasting effects on the development of
mathematics in Britain and Europe. Ultimately, both Newton and Leibniz are
credited with the invention of calculus, as their distinct approaches and
contributions enriched the field.

Fundamental Principles of Calculus
Calculus encompasses two fundamental branches: differential calculus and
integral calculus. Each branch is interconnected and provides powerful tools
for analysis and problem-solving.

Differential Calculus
Differential calculus focuses on the concept of the derivative, which
represents the rate of change of a function. It is used to analyze the
behavior of functions, determine slopes of tangent lines, and solve
optimization problems. Key concepts include:

Derivatives: The derivative of a function at a point provides
information about its instantaneous rate of change.

Applications: Derivatives are used in various fields, such as physics
for calculating velocity and acceleration.



Integral Calculus
Integral calculus deals with the accumulation of quantities and the area
under curves. The integral is essential for solving problems related to area,
volume, and total accumulation. Important concepts include:

Definite and Indefinite Integrals: The definite integral calculates the
area under a curve over a specific interval, while the indefinite
integral represents a family of functions with a common derivative.

Applications: Integrals are utilized in physics for determining
distances, areas, and volumes, as well as in economics for computing
total costs and revenues.

The Impact of Calculus on Science and
Mathematics
The impact of calculus on various fields of science and mathematics cannot be
overstated. Its principles have transformed how we approach and solve real-
world problems. Some notable impacts include:

Physics: Calculus is fundamental to understanding motion, forces, and
energy, allowing for the formulation of laws of physics.

Engineering: Engineers use calculus to design structures, analyze
systems, and optimize processes.

Economics: Calculus aids economists in modeling changes in supply and
demand, cost functions, and market equilibrium.

Biology: In biology, calculus is used to model population dynamics,
rates of reaction, and spread of diseases.

Overall, calculus is a cornerstone of modern mathematics and science,
facilitating advancements that have shaped our understanding of the universe.

Conclusion
In summary, the question of who wrote calculus leads us to the remarkable
contributions of Sir Isaac Newton and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz. Both
mathematicians, through their independent work, laid the foundation for this
essential area of mathematics, which has had profound implications across
various fields. The historical context, their unique approaches, and the
subsequent controversies highlight the complexity of the development of



calculus. Today, calculus remains a vital tool, enabling scientists,
engineers, and mathematicians to explore and understand the intricacies of
change and motion in the world around us.

Q: Who invented calculus first, Newton or Leibniz?
A: Both Sir Isaac Newton and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz developed calculus
independently in the late 17th century, and the question of who invented it
first remains a topic of historical debate.

Q: What are the main concepts of calculus?
A: The main concepts of calculus include derivatives (which measure rates of
change) and integrals (which measure accumulation or area under curves).

Q: How did calculus change the field of mathematics?
A: Calculus introduced new methods for analyzing functions and solving
problems related to motion, change, and rates, thus expanding the scope and
capabilities of mathematics significantly.

Q: Why is calculus important in science and
engineering?
A: Calculus is crucial in science and engineering because it provides the
mathematical framework for modeling and understanding dynamic systems,
optimizing designs, and solving complex problems.

Q: What was the calculus priority dispute?
A: The calculus priority dispute was a controversy between Newton and Leibniz
regarding who first developed calculus, which led to a division in the
mathematical community and intense debate over originality.

Q: How is calculus applied in economics?
A: In economics, calculus is used to analyze changes in economic variables,
optimize production and cost functions, and understand consumer behavior
through marginal analysis.

Q: What are derivatives and integrals in calculus?
A: Derivatives represent the rate of change of a function, while integrals
represent the accumulation of quantities, such as area under a curve or total



distance traveled.

Q: Can calculus be used in everyday life?
A: Yes, calculus can be applied in various everyday situations, such as
calculating interest rates, optimizing resources, and understanding trends in
data.

Q: What impact did calculus have on physics?
A: Calculus revolutionized physics by providing tools to describe motion,
forces, and energy, leading to the formulation of fundamental laws such as
Newton's laws of motion.

Q: Is calculus difficult to learn?
A: Calculus can be challenging for many students due to its abstract concepts
and reliance on prior mathematical knowledge, but with practice and
understanding, it becomes manageable.
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Collectively, these selections document the evolution of calculus from a powerful but logically
chaotic subject into one whose foundations are thorough, rigorous, and unflinching--a story of genius
triumphing over some of the toughest, most subtle problems imaginable. Anyone who has studied
and enjoyed calculus will discover in these pages the sheer excitement each mathematician must
have felt when pushing into the unknown. In touring The Calculus Gallery, we can see how it all
came to be.
  who wrote calculus: The Calculus Wars Jason Socrates Bardi, 2009-04-29 Now regarded as
the bane of many college students' existence, calculus was one of the most important mathematical
innovations of the seventeenth century. But a dispute over its discovery sewed the seeds of
discontent between two of the greatest scientific giants of all time -- Sir Isaac Newton and Gottfried
Wilhelm Leibniz. Today Newton and Leibniz are generally considered the twin independent
inventors of calculus, and they are both credited with giving mathematics its greatest push forward
since the time of the Greeks. Had they known each other under different circumstances, they might
have been friends. But in their own lifetimes, the joint glory of calculus was not enough for either
and each declared war against the other, openly and in secret. This long and bitter dispute has been
swept under the carpet by historians -- perhaps because it reveals Newton and Leibniz in their worst
light -- but The Calculus Wars tells the full story in narrative form for the first time. This vibrant and
gripping scientific potboiler ultimately exposes how these twin mathematical giants were brilliant,
proud, at times mad and, in the end, completely human.
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  who wrote calculus: Calculus Made Easy Silvanus P. Thompson, Martin Gardner, 1998-10-15
In addition to helping students reach the right answers, this book opens new mental vistas for
readers previously afraid of, or hostile to higher mathematics.
  who wrote calculus: The Philosophy of Mathematics and Logic in the 1920s and 1930s in
Poland Roman Murawski, 2014-08-27 The aim of this book is to present and analyze philosophical
conceptions concerning mathematics and logic as formulated by Polish logicians, mathematicians
and philosophers in the 1920s and 1930s. It was a remarkable period in the history of Polish science,
in particular in the history of Polish logic and mathematics. Therefore, it is justified to ask whether
and to what extent the development of logic and mathematics was accompanied by a philosophical
reflection. We try to answer those questions by analyzing both works of Polish logicians and
mathematicians who have a philosophical temperament as well as their research practice. Works
and philosophical views of the following Polish scientists will be analyzed: Wacław Sierpiński,
Zygmunt Janiszewski, Stefan Mazurkiewicz, Stefan Banach Hugo Steinhaus, Eustachy Żylińsk and
Leon Chwistek, Jan Łukasiewicz, Zygmunt Zawirski, Stanisław Leśniewski, Tadeusz Kotarbiński,
Kazimierz Ajdukiewicz, Alfred Tarski, Andrzej Mostowski and Henryk Mehlberg, Jan Sleszyński,
Stanisław Zaremba and Witold Wilkosz. To indicate the background of scientists being active in the
1920s and 1930s we consider in Chapter 1 some predecessors, in particular: Jan Śniadecki, Józef
Maria Hoene-Wroński, Samuel Dickstein and Edward Stamm.
  who wrote calculus: The Real Numbers and Real Analysis Ethan D. Bloch, 2011-05-27 This text
is a rigorous, detailed introduction to real analysis that presents the fundamentals with clear
exposition and carefully written definitions, theorems, and proofs. It is organized in a distinctive,
flexible way that would make it equally appropriate to undergraduate mathematics majors who want
to continue in mathematics, and to future mathematics teachers who want to understand the theory
behind calculus. The Real Numbers and Real Analysis will serve as an excellent one-semester text
for undergraduates majoring in mathematics, and for students in mathematics education who want a
thorough understanding of the theory behind the real number system and calculus.
  who wrote calculus: Handbook of the History and Philosophy of Mathematical Practice
Bharath Sriraman, 2024-04-26 The purpose of this unique handbook is to examine the
transformation of the philosophy of mathematics from its origins in the history of mathematical
practice to the present. It aims to synthesize what is known and what has unfolded so far, as well as
to explore directions in which the study of the philosophy of mathematics, as evident in increasingly



diverse mathematical practices, is headed. Each section offers insights into the origins, debates,
methodologies, and newer perspectives that characterize the discipline today. Contributions are
written by scholars from mathematics, history, and philosophy – as well as other disciplines that
have contributed to the richness of perspectives abundant in the study of philosophy today – who
describe various mathematical practices throughout different time periods and contrast them with
the development of philosophy. Editorial Advisory Board Andrew Aberdein, Florida Institute
ofTechnology, USA Jody Azzouni, Tufts University, USA Otávio Bueno, University of Miami, USA
William Byers, Concordia University, Canada Carlo Cellucci, Sapienza University of Rome, Italy
Chandler Davis, University of Toronto, Canada (1926-2022) Paul Ernest, University of Exeter, UK
Michele Friend, George Washington University, USA Reuben Hersh, University of New Mexico, USA
(1927-2020) Kyeong-Hwa Lee, Seoul National University, South Korea Yuri Manin, Max Planck
Institute for Mathematics, Germany (1937-2023) Athanase Papadopoulos, University of Strasbourg,
France Ulf Persson, Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden John Stillwell, University of San
Francisco, USA David Tall, University of Warwick, UK (1941-2024) This book with its exciting depth
and breadth, illuminates us about the history, practice, and the very language of our subject; about
the role of abstraction, ofproof and manners of proof; about the interplay of fundamental intuitions;
about algebraic thought in contrast to geometric thought. The richness of mathematics and the
philosophy encompassing it is splendidly exhibited over the wide range of time these volumes
cover---from deep platonic and neoplatonic influences to the most current experimental approaches.
Enriched, as well, with vivid biographies and brilliant personal essays written by (and about) people
who play an important role in our tradition, this extraordinary collection of essays is fittingly
dedicated to the memory of Chandler Davis, Reuben Hersh, and Yuri Manin. ---Barry Mazur, Gerhard
Gade University Professor, Harvard University This encyclopedic Handbook will be a treat for all
those interested in the history and philosophy of mathematics. Whether one is interested in
individuals (from Pythagoras through Newton and Leibniz to Grothendieck), fields (geometry,
algebra, number theory, logic, probability, analysis), viewpoints (from Platonism to Intuitionism), or
methods (proof, experiment, computer assistance), the reader will find a multitude of chapters that
inform and fascinate. ---John Stillwell, Emeritus Professor of Mathematics, University of San
Francisco; Recipient of the 2005 Chauvenet Prize Dedicating a volume to the memory of three
mathematicians – Chandler Davis, Reuben Hersh, and Yuri Manin –, who went out of their way to
show to a broader audience that mathematics is more than what they might think, is an excellent
initiative. Gathering authors coming from many different backgrounds but who are very strict about
the essays they write was successfully achieved by the editor-in-chief. The result: a great source of
potential inspiration! ---Jean-Pierre Bourguignon; Nicolaas Kuiper Honorary Professor at the Institut
des Hautes Études Scientifiques
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indecipherable black box, thus making the subject a challenge to learn. Two obstacles contribute to
this situation, the first being the disconnect between the fundamental theories and the underlying
physics and the second being the confusing concepts and terminologies involved with the theories.
While one needn't confront either of these two obstacles to successfully use thermodynamics to solve
real problems, overcoming both provides access to a greater intuitive sense of the problems and
more confidence, more strength, and more creativity in solving them. This book offers an original
perspective on thermodynamic science and history based on the three approaches of a practicing
engineer, academician, and historian. The book synthesises and gathers into one accessible volume a
strategic range of foundational topics involving the atomic theory, energy, entropy, and the laws of
thermodynamics.
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  who wrote calculus: Applied Mathematics: Body and Soul Kenneth Eriksson, Donald Estep,
Claes Johnson, 2013-04-17 Applied Mathematics: Body & Soul is a mathematics education reform
project developed at Chalmers University of Technology and includes a series of volumes and
software. The program is motivated by the computer revolution opening new possibilities of
computational mathematical modeling in mathematics, science and engineering. It consists of a
synthesis of Mathematical Analysis (Soul), Numerical Computation (Body) and Application. Volumes
I-III present a modern version of Calculus and Linear Algebra, including constructive/numerical
techniques and applications intended for undergraduate programs in engineering and science.
Further volumes present topics such as Dynamical Systems, Fluid Dynamics, Solid Mechanics and
Electro-Magnetics on an advanced undergraduate/graduate level. The authors are leading
researchers in Computational Mathematics who have written various successful books.
  who wrote calculus: Uncle John's Bathroom Reader Plunges into History Again Bathroom
Readers' Institute, 2012-06-01 History repeats itself as Uncle John presents another volume of funny
stories and fascinating facts about the past! For our historical trivia collection number two, we dug
ever deeper into our bottomless vaults to bring you more of history’s most colorful characters,
cultural milestones, funniest mishaps, and earth-shattering events. More than 500 pages of great
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  who wrote calculus: Research in History and Philosophy of Mathematics Maria Zack, Dirk
Schlimm, 2017-12-18 This volume contains fourteen papers that were presented at the 2016 Annual
Meeting of the Canadian Society for History and Philosophy of Mathematics/La Société Canadienne
d’Histoire et de Philosophie des Mathématiques, held at the University of Calgary in Alberta,
Canada. In addition to showcasing rigorously reviewed modern scholarship on an interesting variety
of topics in the history and philosophy of mathematics, this meeting also honored the life and work
of the logician and philosopher of mathematics Aldo Antonelli (1962-2015). The first four papers in
this book are part of that remembrance and have a philosophical focus. Included in these are a
discussion of Bolzano’s objections to Kant’s philosophy of mathematics and an examination of the
influence of rhetorical and poetic aesthetics on the development of symbols in the 16th and 17th
Centuries. The remaining papers deal with the history of mathematics and cover such subjects as
Early schemes for polar ordinates in the work of L’Hôpital, based on lessons given to him by
Bernoulli A method devised by Euler for determining if a number is a sum of two squares Playfair’s
Axiom and what it reveals about the history of 19th-Century mathematics education The modern
library classification system for mathematical subjects An exploration of various examples of
sundials throughout Paris Written by leading scholars in the field, these papers are accessible to not
only mathematicians and students of the history and philosophy of mathematics, but also anyone
with a general interest in mathematics.
  who wrote calculus: Popular Science , 1981-10 Popular Science gives our readers the
information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
  who wrote calculus: A Panorama of Harmonic Analysis Steven G. Krantz, 2019-07-03 A
Panorama of Harmonic Analysis treats the subject of harmonic analysis, from its earliest beginnings
to the latest research. Following both an historical and a conceptual genesis, the book discusses
Fourier series of one and several variables, the Fourier transform, spherical harmonics, fractional
integrals, and singular integrals on Euclidean space. The climax of the book is a consideration of the
earlier ideas from the point of view of spaces of homogeneous type. The book culminates with a



discussion of wavelets-one of the newest ideas in the subject. A Panorama of Harmonic Analysis is
intended for graduate students, advanced undergraduates, mathematicians, and anyone wanting to
get a quick overview of the subject of cummutative harmonic analysis. Applications are to
mathematical physics, engineering and other parts of hard science. Required background is
calculus, set theory, integration theory, and the theory of sequences and series.
  who wrote calculus: Sherlock Holmes in Babylon and Other Tales of Mathematical
History Marlow Anderson, Victor Katz, Robin Wilson, 2022-04-26 Covering a span of almost 4000
years, from the ancient Babylonians to the eighteenth century, this collection chronicles the
enormous changes in mathematical thinking over this time as viewed by distinguished historians of
mathematics from the past and the present. Each of the four sections of the book (Ancient
Mathematics, Medieval and Renaissance Mathematics, The Seventeenth Century, The Eighteenth
Century) is preceded by a Foreword, in which the articles are put into historical context, and
followed by an Afterword, in which they are reviewed in the light of current historical scholarship. In
more than one case, two articles on the same topic are included to show how knowledge and views
about the topic changed over the years. This book will be enjoyed by anyone interested in
mathematics and its history - and, in particular, by mathematics teachers at secondary, college, and
university levels.
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