
who invented calculus first
who invented calculus first is a question that delves into the rich history
of mathematics, exploring the contributions of various scholars who played
pivotal roles in the development of calculus. This branch of mathematics,
which focuses on change and motion, was independently developed during the
17th century by two prominent figures: Sir Isaac Newton and Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz. Their groundbreaking work laid the foundation for modern calculus,
despite their simultaneous discoveries leading to a well-documented
controversy over priority. This article will explore the lives and
contributions of both individuals, discuss the historical context of
calculus, and examine how their ideas continue to influence mathematics
today.
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Historical Context of Calculus Development

The inception of calculus cannot be viewed in isolation; it was the
culmination of centuries of mathematical thought and development. Before
Newton and Leibniz, mathematicians such as Archimedes, Euclid, and René
Descartes laid important groundwork with their studies in geometry, algebra,
and the concept of limits. The Renaissance period, marked by a renewed
interest in science and mathematics, played a crucial role in setting the
stage for the advancements that would lead to calculus.

The need for calculus arose particularly during the scientific revolution
when mathematicians and physicists sought to describe motion, change, and the
natural world more accurately. The inadequacies of existing mathematical
tools became apparent, prompting scholars to develop new methods to handle
instantaneous rates of change and areas under curves. This need for a more
robust mathematical framework ultimately led to the birth of calculus.



Sir Isaac Newton's Contributions

Sir Isaac Newton (1643-1727) was an English mathematician, physicist, and
astronomer whose work in calculus was deeply intertwined with his studies in
physics. Newton referred to his version of calculus as "the method of
fluxions," which emphasized the concept of change over time. His innovative
approach allowed him to derive fundamental principles of motion and
gravitation.

Newton's Method of Fluxions

Newton's method of fluxions involved analyzing quantities that change with
respect to time. He introduced the notion of derivatives, which represent the
rate of change of a quantity. This method enabled him to solve problems
related to motion and to formulate his laws of motion and universal
gravitation.

Applications of Newton's Calculus

Newton's calculus had profound implications for physics. He applied his
mathematical innovations to derive the laws of motion and to explain the
orbits of planets. His work in "Philosophiæ Naturalis Principia Mathematica,"
published in 1687, showcased how calculus could be utilized to explain
natural phenomena in a systematic way.

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz's Contributions

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716) was a German mathematician and
philosopher who independently developed his own version of calculus around
the same time as Newton. Leibniz approached calculus from a different
philosophical perspective, emphasizing the importance of notation and
formalism.

Leibniz's Notation and Principles

Leibniz is credited with introducing much of the notation used in calculus
today, including the integral sign (∫) and the 'd' for differentials. His
focus on symbolic representation helped formalize the concepts of calculus
and made it more accessible to mathematicians. He viewed calculus as the
study of infinitesimals and developed rules for differentiation and



integration that are still in use today.

Contributions to Mathematical Philosophy

Beyond the practical applications of calculus, Leibniz's philosophical
inquiries laid the groundwork for mathematical rigor. He believed in the
power of reason and logic in mathematics, advocating for a systematic
approach to mathematical problems. His writings on calculus emphasized the
importance of mathematical principles and their applications to various
fields.

The Calculus Priority Dispute

The simultaneous development of calculus by Newton and Leibniz led to a
contentious debate over who should receive credit for its invention. This
dispute, known as the calculus priority dispute, became a significant episode
in the history of mathematics. Both parties accused each other of plagiarism,
leading to a deep division between their followers.

Key Events in the Dispute

The controversy intensified after the publication of Newton's work, as
Leibniz's notation gained popularity among mathematicians in Europe.
Supporters of Newton argued that his work predated Leibniz’s, while Leibniz's
advocates defended the originality of his methods. The Royal Society, under
Newton's presidency, conducted an investigation that favored Newton, further
entrenching the divide.

Legacy of the Dispute

Despite the conflict, both mathematicians' contributions were crucial to the
development of calculus, and their works were recognized as foundational.
Over time, historians have acknowledged that both Newton and Leibniz
independently discovered calculus, each contributing unique ideas and methods
that enriched the field.

Impact of Calculus on Modern Mathematics

The invention of calculus has had a profound and lasting impact on



mathematics and its applications in various fields. Today, calculus is an
essential tool in science, engineering, economics, and beyond. Its concepts
of limits, derivatives, and integrals are foundational to advanced studies in
mathematics.

Applications of Calculus

Calculus is utilized in multiple disciplines, including:

Physics: To analyze motion, forces, and energy.

Engineering: For designing systems and structures, optimizing
performance.

Economics: To model and predict changes in economic variables.

Biology: In population modeling and understanding rates of change in
living systems.

Computer Science: In algorithms and data analysis techniques.

Conclusion

The question of who invented calculus first is not merely a historical
curiosity; it reflects the dual contributions of Isaac Newton and Gottfried
Wilhelm Leibniz, whose groundbreaking work transformed mathematics and
science. Their independent discoveries paved the way for modern calculus,
enabling a deeper understanding of the natural world and influencing
countless fields. As we continue to explore and expand upon their ideas, the
legacy of calculus remains a testament to the power of human intellect and
collaboration in the pursuit of knowledge.

Q: Who invented calculus first?
A: Both Sir Isaac Newton and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz independently invented
calculus in the late 17th century, leading to a priority dispute over their
contributions.

Q: What were the main contributions of Isaac Newton



to calculus?
A: Isaac Newton developed the method of fluxions, emphasizing derivatives and
their application to physics, particularly in formulating laws of motion and
gravitation.

Q: How did Leibniz's approach to calculus differ
from Newton's?
A: Leibniz focused on notation and formalism, introducing symbols like the
integral sign and 'd' for differentials, which helped to systematize calculus
concepts.

Q: What is the calculus priority dispute?
A: The calculus priority dispute refers to the controversy over whether
Newton or Leibniz was the first to invent calculus, which led to accusations
of plagiarism and division among their supporters.

Q: How has calculus impacted modern science and
mathematics?
A: Calculus is fundamental in various fields such as physics, engineering,
economics, and biology, providing tools to analyze change, optimize systems,
and model complex phenomena.

Q: What are some applications of calculus in
engineering?
A: In engineering, calculus is used for optimizing designs, analyzing
systems, and solving differential equations that model physical phenomena.

Q: Why is Leibniz's notation important in calculus?
A: Leibniz's notation is significant because it provides a clear and
systematic way to represent calculus concepts, making it easier for
mathematicians to communicate and solve problems.

Q: Did Newton and Leibniz influence each other's



work?
A: While they developed their ideas independently, both Newton and Leibniz
were aware of each other's work, and their contributions have influenced the
evolution of calculus over the centuries.

Q: What is the significance of the integral sign
introduced by Leibniz?
A: The integral sign (∫) introduced by Leibniz symbolizes the concept of
integration, representing the accumulation of quantities and is essential for
solving problems involving area and volume.

Q: How did the historical context of the 17th
century influence the invention of calculus?
A: The scientific revolution and a heightened interest in mathematics and
science created an environment ripe for the development of calculus, as
mathematicians sought to better understand motion, change, and the natural
world.
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has occupied a shadowy, inferior position, somewhere underground. This other stream forms the
subject of Gary Lachman's epic history and analysis, The Secret Teachers of the Western World. In
this clarifying, accessible, and fascinating study, the acclaimed historian explores the Western
esoteric tradition--a thought movement with ancient roots and modern expressions, which, in a
broad sense, regards the cosmos as a living, spiritual, meaningful being and humankind as having a
unique obligation and responsibility in it. The historical roots of our counter tradition, as Lachman
explores, have their beginning in Alexandria around the time of Christ. It was then that we find the
first written accounts of the ancient tradition, which had earlier been passed on orally. Here, in this
remarkable city, filled with teachers, philosophers, and mystics from Egypt, Greece, Asia, and other
parts of the world, in a multi-cultural, multi-faith, and pluralistic society, a synthesis took place, a
creative blending of different ideas and visions, which gave the hidden tradition the eclectic
character it retains today.--Publisher's description.
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2012-12-15 The achievements of great mathematical thinkers from ancient times to the modern age
are examined through engaging, accessible text. Fascinating profiles of time-measurers like the
Mayans and Huygens, arithmeticians like Pythagoras and al-Khwarizmi, logicians like Aristotle and
Russell, and many more. Readers can follow along on these thinkers� quests to explain the patterns
in the world around them and to solve a wide range of theoretical and practical problems.
  who invented calculus first: The Encyclopaedia Britannica , 1910
  who invented calculus first: Romantic Women Writers Reviewed, Part II vol 6 Ann R
Hawkins, Stephanie Eckroth, 2020-04-30 This multi-volume reset collection will address a significant
shortfall in scholarly work, offering contemporary reviews of the work of Romantic women writers to
a wider audience.
  who invented calculus first: A Little History of Mathematics Snezana Lawrence,
2025-05-13 A lively, accessible history of mathematics throughout the ages and across the globe
Mathematics is fundamental to our daily lives. Science, computing, economics—all aspects of
modern life rely on some kind of maths. But how did our ancestors think about numbers? How did
they use mathematics to explain and understand the world around them? Where do numbers even
come from? In this Little History, Snezana Lawrence traces the fascinating history of mathematics,
from the Egyptians and Babylonians to Renaissance masters and enigma codebreakers. Like
literature, music, or philosophy, mathematics has a rich history of breakthroughs, creativity and
experimentation. And its story is a global one. We see Chinese Mathematical Art from 200 BCE, the
invention of algebra in Baghdad’s House of Wisdom, and sangaku geometrical theorems at Japanese
shrines. Lawrence goes beyond the familiar names of Newton and Pascal, exploring the prominent
role women have played in the history of maths, including Emmy Noether and Maryam Mirzakhani.
  who invented calculus first: Laws of Nature Xiaoping Hu, 2023-03-30 This Book provides new
foundations for modern physics and natural philosophy. In the past 100+ years, modern physics has
been based on Quantum Concept, Einstein’s Relativity Theory, and three equations (Schroedinger
Equation, Klein-Gordon Equation, and Dirac Equation). Relativity Theory not only is melted into the
bones of modern sciences, it has also deeply infiltrated liberal arts and philosophical thoughts of
several generations. As such, Einstein was regarded world’s greatest scientist in human history.
While modern physics has splendid achievements in the past 100 years, it is now at a dead pass,
unable to solve many fundamental problems like graviton, strong force, double slit experiments,
quantum entanglement, etc.. Worse, the latest astronomical discoveries by the Webb Telescope has
brought strong evidences against the Big Bang Theory that is based on General Relativity. As such,
the whole modern physics is at jeopardy. Through lifetime pondering and research, the author has
found that modern physics is on many shaky grounds and finally rebuilt physics without them. This
book is the culmination of his lifetime work, most of its contents are published for the firs time.
Chapter 1 provides a brief history of human cognition, and discusses the criteria for discerning truth
and fallacy. Chapter 2 rigorously invalidates both Special Relativity and General Relativity from four
different grounds, pulling down all existing “evidences” that were claimed to support Relativity



Theory. Chapter 3 reviews the fundamental concepts in physics and natural philosophy and makes
necessary corrections. Chapter 4 gives a new theory on gravity and gravitons. Chapter 5 re-studies
electromagnetics, provides a complex set of Maxwell Equations and a new theory on
electromagnetic wave. Chapter 6 provides a new photon theory, which not only satisfies all existing
knowledge about photon, but solves the problems of double slit experiment and quantum
entanglement successfully. Chapter 7 derives Schroedinger Equation from two basic physics
principles and prove that the Schroedinger Wave Function does not represent particle state
probability, but its complex electric and magnetic field energies. Error-prong modern physics
methods are also criticized. Chapter 8 provides a new particle theory, which not only solves the
mystery of proton and neutron, but can successfully construct atoms of large atomic numbers. The
new theory also reveals the secrets of strong force and weak force, as well as chemical bonds.
Chapter 9 also rebuilds the foundation of thermodynamics by redefining entropy explicitly, so to
greatly simplifies the basic thermodynamics equations. Many well-known results in thermodynamic
and statistical physics are invalidated. Chapter 10 also rebuilds the foundation of astrophysics. First,
the main cause of star’s light spectrum redshift is finally discovered. Second, the basic pressure and
temperature equations inside stars are corrected. Third, new theories about stars, galaxies, and
universe are provided which are consistent with observations and new physics theories in this book.
Fourth, the true energy source in nuclear fission and fusion is discovered. Chapter 11 discusses a
few important things about life. Chapter 12 discusses a few things that face human in the near
future. Appendix provides a comprehensive discussion on redshifts of star light spectrum, and finally
prove that quantum loss redshift is the main cause of star light spectrum redshift. Appendix B proves
that if Special Relativity is correct, then General Relativity is not. It also provides a simple, closed
form solution for photon’s motion in gravity field. While the author cannot guarantee correctness of
everything in the book, the new theories overcome the contradictions of existing ones and explain
many more things that existing ones could not. The most important thing is all the theories in the
book are mutually consistent and therefore re-enforce each other. As such, the author thinks that the
GUT and TOE problems that physicists have dreamed along are now closed.
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2009-01-01 This book charts the development of the main social sciences_religion, history,
philosophy, law, sociology, anthropology, and economics_through an examination of the lives and
works of each discipline's key historical figures.
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  who invented calculus first: Sketch of the Progress of Physical Science Thomas Thomson,
1843 The comet of 1843: p. [92]-96.
  who invented calculus first: Life after Gravity Patricia Fara, 2021-02-24 The story of Isaac
Newton's decades in London - as ambitious cosmopolitan gentleman, President of London's Royal
Society, Master of the Mint, and investor in the slave trade. Isaac Newton is celebrated throughout
the world as a great scientific genius who conceived the theory of gravity. But in his early fifties, he
abandoned his life as a reclusive university scholar to spend three decades in London, a long period
of metropolitan activity that is often overlooked. Enmeshed in Enlightenment politics and social
affairs, Newton participated in the linked spheres of early science and imperialist capitalism. Instead
of the quiet cloisters and dark libraries of Cambridge's all-male world, he now moved in fashionable
London society, which was characterized by patronage relationships, sexual intrigues and ruthless
ambition. Knighted by Queen Anne, and a close ally of influential Whig politicians, Newton occupied
a powerful position as President of London's Royal Society. He also became Master of the Mint,
responsible for the nation's money at a time of financial crisis, and himself making and losing small
fortunes on the stock market. A major investor in the East India Company, Newton benefited from
the global trading networks that relied on selling African captives to wealthy plantation owners in
the Americas, and was responsible for monitoring the import of African gold to be melted down for
English guineas. Patricia Fara reveals Newton's life as a cosmopolitan gentleman by focussing on a
Hogarth painting of an elite Hanoverian drawing room. Gazing down from the mantelpiece, a bust of



Newton looms over an aristocratic audience watching their children perform a play about European
colonialism and the search for gold. Packed with Newtonian imagery, this conversation piece depicts
the privileged, exploitative life in which this eminent Enlightenment figure engaged, an
uncomfortable side of Newton's life with which we are much less familiar.
  who invented calculus first: Timelines of Science DK, 2013-09-16 From the wheel to the
worldwide web, our planet has been transformed by science. Now you can travel through time to
experience centuries of invention and innovation on this spectacular visual voyage of discovery.
Starting in ancient times and ending up in the modern world, you'll explore scientific history
showcased in stunning images and captivating text. An easy-to-follow illustrated timeline runs
throughout the ebook, keeping you informed of big breakthroughs and key developments. Get to
grips with revolutionary ideas like measuring time or check out amazing artifacts like flying
machines. Great geniuses, including Marie Curie, Albert Einstein, and Charles Darwin are
introduced alongside their most important ideas and inventions, all shown in glorious detail.
Hundreds of pages of history are covered in Timelines of Science, with global coverage of scientific
advances. Whether you're joining in with eureka moments, inspecting engines, or learning about
evolution, all aspects of science are covered from the past, present, and future.
  who invented calculus first: Edmond Halley David K. Love, 2023-11-15 Edmond Halley is
known far and wide thanks largely to the comet bearing his name, the return of which he predicted
in 1705. While that discovery would be enough to make the career of any scientist, Halley’s massive
contributions to the fields of astronomy, navigation, geophysics, mathematics, engineering, and
actuarial science as a young man and eventually as Astronomer Royal are mostly overlooked.
Edmond Halley: The Many Discoveries of the Most Curious Astronomer Royal is a revelatory and
deeply researched biography of a man whose defining achievement isn’t even the half of it. A
jack-of-all-trades when it came to scientific reasoning, an all-around academic and workaholic who
couldn’t leave well enough alone, Halley was amazingly productive and prolific. He was behind some
of the most groundbreaking discoveries in human history: It was Halley who was the first to
accurately plot the stars of the southern hemisphere. He published Isaac Newton’s Principia,
arguably the most important scientific text ever written; translated the works of ancient Greek
mathematician Apollonius; captained the ship Paramore on a scientific expedition to plot the Earth’s
magnetic fields; was the first to calculate mortality annuities, creating the foundation for actuarial
science; made improvements to the diving bell; surveyed the tides of the English Channel; and began
the movement to accurately measure the distance between the Earth and Sun, unlocking the key to
determining the distances to the nearest stars. In this incisive and perceptive biography, author
David K. Love reveals the boundless mind and endless curiosity of Edmond Halley firmly cementing
the legacy of the second Astronomer Royal among the first-rate scientists of his time.
  who invented calculus first: The Encyclopædia Britannica , 1910
  who invented calculus first: Seduced by Logic Robyn Arianrhod, 2012-09-01 Newton's
explanation of the natural law of universal gravity shattered the way mankind perceived the
universe, and hence it was not immediately embraced. After all, how can anyone warm to a force
that cannot be seen or touched? But for two women, separated by time and space but joined in their
passion for Newtonian physics, the intellectual power of that force drove them to great
achievements. Brilliant, determined, and almost entirely self-taught, they dedicated their lives to
explaining and disseminating Newton's discoveries. Robyn Arianrhod's Seduced by Logic tells the
story of Emilie du Chatelet and Mary Somerville, who, despite living a century apart, were
connected by their love for mathematics and their places at the heart of the most advanced scientific
society of their age. When Newton published his revolutionary theory of gravity, in his monumental
Principia of 1687, most of his Continental peers rejected it for its reliance on physical observation
and mathematical insight instead of religious or metaphysical hypotheses. But the brilliant French
aristocrat and intellectual Emilie du Chatelet and some of her early eighteenth-century
Enlightenment colleagues--including her lover, Voltaire--realized the Principia had changed
everything, marking the beginning of theoretical science as a predictive, quantitative, and secular



discipline. Emilie devoted herself to furthering Newton's ideas in France, and her translation of the
Principia is still the accepted French version of this groundbreaking work. Almost a century later, in
Scotland, Mary Somerville taught herself mathematics and rose from genteel poverty to become a
world authority on Newtonian physics. She was fêted by the famous French Newtonian, Pierre
Simon Laplace, whose six-volume Celestial Mechanics was considered the greatest intellectual
achievement since the Principia. Laplace's work was the basis of Mary's first book, Mechanism of
the Heavens; it is a bittersweet irony that this book, written by a woman denied entry to university
because of her gender, remained an advanced university astronomy text for the next century.
Combining biography, history, and popular science, Seduced by Logic not only reveals the
fascinating story of two incredibly talented women, but also brings to life a period of dramatic
political and scientific change. With lucidity and skill, Arianrhod explains the science behind the
story, and explores - through the lives of her protagonists - the intimate links between the unfolding
Newtonian revolution and the development of intellectual and political liberty.
  who invented calculus first: Swarm Leadership and the Collective Mind Peter A. Gloor,
2017-04-26 The future of business is swarm business – whether it’s at Uber, Airbnb, Tesla, or Apple,
it’s not about being a fearless leader, but about creating a swarm that works together in collective
consciousness to create great things and reinvent your business.
  who invented calculus first: The Innovation in Computing Companion Gerard O’Regan,
2018-12-08 This encyclopedic reference provides a concise and engaging overview of the
groundbreaking inventions and conceptual innovations that have shaped the field of computing, and
the technology that runs the modern world. Each alphabetically-ordered entry presents a brief
account of a pivotal innovation and the great minds behind it, selected from a wide range of diverse
topics. Topics and features: Describes the development of Babbage’s computing machines, Leibniz’s
binary arithmetic, Boole’s symbolic logic, and Von Neumann architecture Reviews a range of
historical analog and digital computers, significant mainframes and minicomputers, and pioneering
home and personal computers Discusses a selection of programming languages and operating
systems, along with key concepts in software engineering and commercial computing Examines the
invention of the transistor, the integrated circuit, and the microprocessor Relates the history of such
developments in personal computing as the mouse, the GUI, Atari video games, and Microsoft Office
Surveys innovations in communications, covering mobile phones, WiFi, the Internet and World Wide
Web, e-commerce, smartphones, social media, and GPS Presents coverage of topics on artificial
intelligence, the ATM, digital photography and digital music, robotics, and Wikipedia Contains
self-test quizzes and a helpful glossary This enjoyable compendium will appeal to the general reader
curious about the intellectual milestones that led to the digital age, as well as to the student of
computer science seeking a primer on the history of their field. Dr. Gerard O'Regan is a CMMI
software process improvement consultant with research interests including software quality and
software process improvement, mathematical approaches to software quality, and the history of
computing. He is the author of such Springer titles as World of Computing, Concise Guide to Formal
Methods, Concise Guide to Software Engineering, and Guide to Discrete Mathematics.
  who invented calculus first: The Encyclopædia Britannica Thomas Spencer Baynes, 1891
  who invented calculus first: The Encyclopædia Britannica Hugh Chisholm, 1910
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