
tintin professor calculus
tintin professor calculus is a fascinating character from the beloved comic series "The Adventures
of Tintin," created by Hergé. Professor Calculus, known for his eccentric personality and brilliant
scientific mind, plays a pivotal role in several Tintin stories. This article delves into the significance
of Professor Calculus within the Tintin universe, exploring his character traits, contributions to the
narratives, and the themes he embodies. Additionally, we will discuss his relationships with other
characters and the impact of his inventions on the plots. By the end, readers will have a
comprehensive understanding of this iconic figure and his relevance to the beloved series.
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Introduction to Professor Calculus
Professor Calculus, known as "Professeur Tournesol" in the original French, is a prominent
character in the Tintin series. First introduced in "Red Rackham's Treasure," he quickly became a
fan favorite due to his unique personality and scientific expertise. Calculus is depicted as a
somewhat absent-minded inventor with a penchant for groundbreaking discoveries. His character
serves not only as comic relief but also as a catalyst for many of the series' adventures. As a
scientist, he embodies the spirit of exploration and curiosity, essential themes throughout Tintin's
journeys.

Character Traits of Professor Calculus
Professor Calculus is characterized by a range of distinctive traits that make him memorable. He is
often portrayed as forgetful and absent-minded, frequently getting lost in his thoughts or failing to
notice his surroundings. Despite these quirks, he possesses a brilliant intellect and a deep
understanding of science and technology.



Intelligence and Innovation
Calculus's intelligence is evident in his numerous inventions and scientific theories. He often devises
complex gadgets that aid Tintin and his friends in their adventures, showcasing his inventive spirit.
His ability to think outside the box is a significant asset to the group.

Absence-Mindedness
Another defining trait of Professor Calculus is his absent-mindedness. He often forgets important
details, leading to humorous situations. This trait adds a comedic layer to the narratives, providing
light-hearted moments amidst the tension of the adventures.

Professor Calculus's Role in Tintin Stories
Professor Calculus plays a crucial role in several Tintin stories, often providing the necessary
knowledge and tools for Tintin and his friends to succeed. His presence is felt in various adventures,
such as "The Secret of the Unicorn" and "The Calculus Affair," where his inventions are pivotal to
the plot.

Key Appearances
Some of the most notable appearances of Professor Calculus include:

The Secret of the Unicorn: Here, Calculus helps uncover the mystery of the treasure linked
to Captain Haddock's ancestor.

Red Rackham's Treasure: His inventions are crucial in locating the treasure, showcasing his
problem-solving skills.

The Calculus Affair: This story revolves around a plot to kidnap him due to his
groundbreaking work on a new invention.

Impact on the Narrative
Through his various roles, Calculus significantly impacts the narrative structure of the stories. His
inventions often create new challenges and propel the plot forward. Additionally, his character
provides a bridge between the fantastical elements of the stories and the real-world implications of
scientific advancement.

Inventions and Innovations
Professor Calculus is well-known for his innovative inventions that often serve as plot devices in the



Tintin series. His creations reflect a blend of imagination and scientific knowledge, contributing to
both the adventure and humor of the stories.

Notable Inventions
Some of the most remarkable inventions by Professor Calculus include:

Submarine: In "Red Rackham's Treasure," his submarine plays a crucial role in exploring the
depths of the ocean for hidden treasures.

Rocket: In "Explorers on the Moon," Calculus designs a rocket for a lunar expedition,
showcasing his visionary ideas.

Hearing Aid: His improvised hearing aid leads to comedic moments and plot advancements,
particularly in "The Calculus Affair."

Scientific Concepts
The inventions of Professor Calculus often introduce readers to complex scientific concepts in an
accessible manner. This educational aspect adds depth to the stories, engaging readers with themes
of exploration, discovery, and the potential of technology.

Thematic Elements Associated with Professor Calculus
Professor Calculus embodies several thematic elements that resonate throughout the Tintin series.
His character often highlights the intersection of science, adventure, and ethics.

Exploration and Discovery
One of the core themes associated with Professor Calculus is the spirit of exploration. His inventions
facilitate journeys into the unknown, reflecting humanity's desire to discover and innovate. This
theme is prevalent in stories where Tintin and his friends embark on adventures that challenge their
understanding of the world.

Ethics of Science
Through his character, Hergé also explores the ethical implications of scientific discovery. The
stories often present dilemmas where Calculus's inventions could be used for good or ill, prompting
readers to consider the responsibilities that come with scientific advancement.



Relationships with Other Characters
Professor Calculus's relationships with other characters in the Tintin series further enhance his role
and impact. His interactions with Tintin, Captain Haddock, and Thompson and Thomson provide
insight into his character and the dynamics of the group.

Friendship with Tintin
The bond between Professor Calculus and Tintin is characterized by mutual respect and
collaboration. Tintin often relies on Calculus's expertise, and their friendship exemplifies the
importance of teamwork in overcoming obstacles. Calculus's inventions frequently aid Tintin in his
adventures, strengthening their partnership.

Interactions with Captain Haddock
Professor Calculus's relationship with Captain Haddock is marked by humor and camaraderie.
Haddock's gruff demeanor contrasts with Calculus's absent-mindedness, leading to amusing
exchanges. Their interactions often highlight the blend of intellect and brawn necessary for their
adventures.

Conclusion
Professor Calculus stands out as a vital character in the Tintin series, embodying themes of
exploration, innovation, and ethical considerations in science. His unique personality, coupled with
his inventions, enriches the narratives and enhances the adventures of Tintin and his friends. As a
character, Calculus represents the curiosity and ingenuity that drive human progress, making him a
beloved figure in Hergé's enduring legacy.

Q: Who is Professor Calculus in the Tintin series?
A: Professor Calculus, known as "Professeur Tournesol" in French, is a brilliant inventor and
scientist in "The Adventures of Tintin." He is known for his absent-mindedness and significant
contributions to the stories through his inventions.

Q: What are some of Professor Calculus's notable inventions?
A: Notable inventions by Professor Calculus include a submarine featured in "Red Rackham's
Treasure," a rocket for lunar exploration in "Explorers on the Moon," and a hearing aid that provides
comic relief in "The Calculus Affair."



Q: How does Professor Calculus contribute to the Tintin
stories?
A: Professor Calculus contributes to the Tintin stories by providing crucial inventions that aid Tintin
and his friends in their adventures. His scientific knowledge often helps solve complex problems and
uncover mysteries.

Q: What themes are associated with Professor Calculus?
A: Themes associated with Professor Calculus include exploration, innovation, and the ethics of
science. His character highlights the importance of scientific discovery and its potential impact on
society.

Q: How does Professor Calculus interact with Tintin and
Captain Haddock?
A: Professor Calculus interacts with Tintin in a collaborative manner, often assisting him with his
inventions. His relationship with Captain Haddock is characterized by humor and camaraderie,
providing comic relief in the stories.

Q: In which Tintin book is Professor Calculus first introduced?
A: Professor Calculus is first introduced in "Red Rackham's Treasure," where he plays a key role in
the adventure of finding hidden treasure.

Q: What role does humor play in Professor Calculus's
character?
A: Humor is a significant aspect of Professor Calculus's character, particularly through his absent-
mindedness and the comedic situations that arise from his inventions and interactions with other
characters.

Q: Why is Professor Calculus a fan favorite among Tintin
readers?
A: Professor Calculus is a fan favorite due to his quirky personality, brilliant inventions, and the
valuable contributions he makes to Tintin's adventures, making him an endearing and integral part
of the series.



Q: What makes Professor Calculus a symbol of innovation in
the Tintin series?
A: Professor Calculus symbolizes innovation through his creative inventions and scientific ideas that
often lead to new discoveries, reflecting the spirit of exploration and the potential of human
ingenuity in the Tintin series.
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  tintin professor calculus: Professor Calculus: Science's Forgotten Genius Albert Algoud,
2023-08-31 Celebrating the 80th Anniversary of his first appearance in the TinTin classic Red
Rackham's Treasure, this book provides an in-depth look at the inventions and discoveries of
Professor Calculus and the real-life innovations and people that inspired one of Hergé's most popular
characters. A comprehensive, funny tribute to Professor Calculus, one of the most endearing
scientific geniuses in children's literature. Learn all about the absent-minded professor who first
appeared 80 years ago in Hergé's 12th Tintin book, Red Rackham's Treasure in 1943. Professor
Calculus is universally loved by Tintin fans across the globe.
  tintin professor calculus: Professor Calculus Michael Farr, 2007 This is one in a series of
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attempt to rescue Dr. Calculus who has been kidnapped by the Bordurians.
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what does the King Shark have to do with it all? Tintin and his friends are holidaying in Syldavia
with Professor Calculus, who has invented an amazing new duplicating machine. But a series of
strange occurrences makes Tintin suspicious. Who is the mysterious “King Shark”, and what does he
want with Calculus’ machine? Is there a connection with the recent theft of famous works of art from
the world’s leading museums? Tintin is determined to find out! Join the most iconic character in
comics as he embarks on an extraordinary adventure spanning historical and political events, and
thrilling mysteries. Still selling over 100,000 copies every year in the UK and having been adapted
for the silver screen by Steven Spielberg and Peter Jackson in 2011. The Adventures of Tintin
continue to charm more than 80 years after they first found their way into publication. Since then an
estimated 230 million copies have been sold, proving that comic books have the same power to
entertain children and adults in the 21st century as they did in the early 20th.
  tintin professor calculus: The Calculus Affair Hergé, 1991-12-12
  tintin professor calculus: The Animated Dad Lorin Shahinian, Leslie Salas, 2024-01-11 The
Homer Simpson-esque stereotype has been a persistent trope in cartoons since programming aimed
directly at children and adolescents began. Young viewers are exposed to the incapable and
incompetent hapless father archetype on a regular basis, causing both boys and girls to expect the
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bare minimum of fathers while mothers hold the responsibility for all domestic and parenting work.
Cartoons rely heavily on toxic stereotypes for ratings, when in fact, healthy representations of
fathers are just as successful in maintaining viewership. Eleven essays, written by scholars from
around the world, investigate the topic of fatherhood as it is represented in children's animated
television shows. Main themes that emerge include absent and negligent fathers, single fathers,
generational shifts within families, and raising the standard of fathering by creating secure bonds
between father and child. The authors uncover problematic fathers, imperfect yet redemptive
fathers, and fathers who embody idealized parenting traits through some of our most beloved
animated dads. This collection demonstrates the impact that media representations of father figures
have on young viewers and argues for better role models.
  tintin professor calculus: Prisoners of the Sun Hergé, 2014-11-14 Tintin discovers that one of
the last Incan descendants has kidnapped Professor Calculus. Tintin and Captain Haddock follow the
kidnapper to Peru, but can they save Calculus? Crafted for younger readers, this edition contains the
original Tintin grap
  tintin professor calculus: The Mad Scientist Hall of Fame: Daniel H. Wilson, Anna C. Long,
Illustrated by Daniel Heard, 2012-03-01 Muwahahahaha! Dr. Frankenstein. Marie Curie. Dr.
Moreau. Captain Nemo. They're the most fascinating minds of all time--and now a science guru has
teamed up with an expert in human psychology to coax them out of their laboratories and onto the
analyst's couch. Real and fictional, famous and infamous, crazy and just crazily driven, these brilliant
men and women exhibit a list of neuroses almost as impressive as their extraordinary
accomplishments. At last, you can explore their early fixations, their ambitions, their successes and
failures, and the particular quirks that have granted each induction into the Mad Scientist Hall of
Fame, including: • Dr. Evil: Megalomaniacal doctor with antisocial personality disorder (and
pathological dislike of his own son, Scotty) • Nikola Tesla: Real-life mad scientist with obsessive
compulsive disorder (and he talked to aliens) • Dr. Jekyll/Mr. Hyde: Brilliant doctor gone bad,
suffering from multiple personality disorder (and a penchant for strong chemical cocktails) • Lex
Luthor: Villain and supergenius with manic mood disorder (and premature baldness) Witty,
illuminating, and thoroughly entertaining, this one-of-a-kind book offers irrefutable proof that
success, super-intelligence, and a mantelpiece full of Nobel prizes is no guarantee of sanity. Praise
for Daniel H. Wilson Daniel H. Wilson and Anna C. Long have made an exhaustive study of the evil
mind. It is complete, pulls no punches, and reveals secrets that have hitherto remained hidden. It is
for these reasons that I must liquidate them. Great book! --Mike Myers, aka Dr. Evil from Austin
Powers Forget about John Connor--it's Daniel H. Wilson who is going to save us from the
Terminators. --Forbes on How to Survive a Robot Uprising A tribute to the far-fetched ideas that
often drive progress. --Erik Sofge, Popular Mechanics, for Where's My Jetpack?
  tintin professor calculus: Tintin and the Picaros Hergé, 1990 When opera star Bianca
Castafiore is arrested on a visit to South America, Tintin and his friends come to her rescue.
  tintin professor calculus: 101 Comics You Must Read Before You Die Blake Hunter,
2023-09-25 Here are 101 comics you should definitely consider reading if you haven't already done
so already. Everything from Black Hole to Tintin in Tibet, Paper Girls to Preacher, Batman to
Superman, The Fantastic Four to X-Men, Invincible to Irredeemable, When the Wind Blows to Ghost
World. These are an essential comics and graphic novels that any fan of the genre should read.
  tintin professor calculus: Rick Steves Belgium: Bruges, Brussels, Antwerp & Ghent Rick
Steves, 2015-04-07 You can count on Rick Steves to tell you what you really need to know when
traveling in Belgium. With this guide, you'll ride bikes over cobblestone streets and embark on
cruises through charming canals. Stop and smell the tulips as you hike past whirring windmills. Visit
the ultramodern European Parliament. Explore beyond the cosmopolitan bustle of Brussels with
trips to Ghent and Antwerp. When it's time for a break, sample fine chocolates or sip local
beers—each served in its own distinctive glass. Rick's candid, humorous advice will guide you to
good-value hotels and restaurants. He'll help you plan where to go and what to see, depending on
the length of your trip. You'll get up-to-date recommendations about what is worth your time and



money. More than just reviews and directions, a Rick Steves guidebook is a tour guide in your
pocket. This first edition guide replaces Rick Steves' Snapshot Bruges & Brussels, ISBN
9781612382296.
  tintin professor calculus: Scary Monsters and Super Creeps Dom Joly, 2021-09-02 Dom Joly
sets off round the world, but this time he's not looking to holiday in a danger zone - he's monster
hunting. Ever since he was given a copy of Arthur C. Clarke's Mysterious World for his ninth
birthday Dom has been obsessed with the world of cryptozoology - monster hunting - and in Scary
Monsters and Super Creeps he heads to six completely different destinations to investigate local
monster sightings. He explores the Redwood Curtain in northern California in search of Sasquatch;
in Canada he visits Lake Okanagan hoping to catch a glimpse of a thirty-foot snake-like creature
called Ogopogo; and near Lake Tele in Congo he risks his life tracking the vegetarian sauropod
Mokele-mbembe. Naturally he heads to Loch Ness - but for this hunt he has his family in tow; he
treks across the Khumbu Valley in Nepal looking for Yeti; and in the hills above Hiroshima in Japan
he enlists the help of a local man to find the Hibagon, a terribly smelly 'caveman ape'. Are the
monsters all the product of fevered minds, or is there a sliver of truth somewhere in the madness?
Either way, the search gives Dom an excuse to dive into six fascinating destinations on a gloriously
nutty adventure. In typically hilarious and irreverent fashion, Dom explores the cultures that gave
rise to these monster myths and ends up in some pretty hairy situations with people even stranger
than the monsters they are hunting.
  tintin professor calculus: Children in the Films of Steven Spielberg Adrian Schober,
Debbie Olson, 2016-04-13 To say that children matter in Steven Spielberg's films is an
understatement. Think of the possessed Stevie in Something Evil (TV), Baby Langston in The
Sugarland Express, the alien-abducted Barry in Close Encounters,Elliott and his unearthly alter-ego
in E.T, the war-damaged Jim in Empire of the Sun, the little girl in the red coat in Schindler’s List,
the mecha child in A.I., the kidnapped boy in Minority Report, and the eponymous boy hero of The
Adventures of Tintin. (There are many other instances across his oeuvre). Contradicting his
reputation as a purveyor of ‘popcorn’ entertainment, Spielberg’s vision of children/childhood is
complex. Discerning critics have begun to note its darker underpinnings, increasingly fraught with
tensions, conflicts and anxieties. But, while childhood is Spielberg’s principal source of inspiration,
the topic has never been the focus of a dedicated collection of essays. The essays in Children in the
Films of Steven Spielberg therefore seek to address childhood in the full spectrum of Spielberg’s
cinema. Fittingly, the scholars represented here draw on a range of theoretical frameworks and
disciplines—cinema studies, literary studies, audience reception, critical race theory,
psychoanalysis, sociology, and more. This is an important book for not only scholars but teachers
and students of Spielberg's work, and for any serious fan of the director and his career.
  tintin professor calculus: The Blank Swan Elie Ayache, 2010-05-05 October 19th 1987 was a
day of huge change for the global finance industry. On this day the stock market crashed, the Nobel
Prize winning Black-Scholes formula failed and volatility smiles were born, and on this day Elie
Ayache began his career, on the trading floor of the French Futures and Options Exchange. Experts
everywhere sought to find a model for this event, and ways to simulate it in order to avoid a
recurrence in the future, but the one thing that struck Elie that day was the belief that what actually
happened on 19th October 1987 is simply non reproducible outside 19th October 1987 - you cannot
reduce it to a chain of causes and effects, or even to a random generator, that can then be
reproduced or represented in a theoretical framework. The Blank Swan is Elie's highly original
treatise on the financial markets – presenting a totally revolutionary rethinking of derivative pricing
and technology. It is not a diatribe against Nassim Taleb's The Black Swan, but criticises the whole
background or framework of predictable and unpredictable events – white and black swans alike – ,
i.e. the very category of prediction. In this revolutionary book, Elie redefines the components of the
technology needed to price and trade derivatives. Most importantly, and drawing on a long tradition
of philosophy of the event from Henri Bergson to Gilles Deleuze, to Alain Badiou, and on a recent
brand of philosophy of contingency, embodied by the speculative materialism of Quentin



Meillassoux, Elie redefines the market itself against the common perceptions of orthodox financial
theory, general equilibrium theory and the sociology of finance. This book will change the way that
we think about derivatives and approach the market. If anything, derivatives should be renamed
contingent claims, where contingency is now absolute and no longer derivative, and the market is
just its medium. The book also establishes the missing link between quantitative modelling (no
longer dependent on probability theory but on a novel brand of mathematics which Elie calls the
mathematics of price) and the reality of the market.
  tintin professor calculus: The Comics of Hergé Joe Sutliff Sanders, 2016-07-28
Contributions by Jônathas Miranda de Araújo, Guillaume de Syon, Hugo Frey, Kenan Koçak, Andrei
Molotiu, Annick Pellegrin, Benjamin Picado, Vanessa Meikle Schulman, Matthew Screech, and Gwen
Athene Tarbox As the creator of Tintin, Hergé (1907–1983) remains one of the most important and
influential figures in the history of comics. When Hergé, born Georges Prosper Remi in Belgium,
emerged from the controversy surrounding his actions after World War II, his most famous work
leapt to international fame and set the standard for European comics. While his style popularized
what became known as the “clear line” in cartooning, this edited volume shows how his life and art
turned out much more complicated than his method. The book opens with Hergé’s aesthetic
techniques, including analyses of his efforts to comprehend and represent absence and the rhythm
of mundaneness between panels of action. Broad views of his career describe how Hergé navigated
changing ideas of air travel, while precise accounts of his life during Nazi occupation explain how
the demands of the occupied press transformed his understanding of what a comics page could do.
The next section considers a subject with which Hergé was himself consumed: the fraught lines
between high and low art. By reading the late masterpieces of the Tintin series, these chapters
situate his artistic legacy. A final section considers how the clear line style has been reinterpreted
around the world, from contemporary Francophone writers to a Chinese American cartoonist and on
to Turkey, where Tintin has been reinvented into something meaningful to an audience Hergé
probably never anticipated. Despite the attention already devoted to Hergé, no multi-author critical
treatment of his work exists in English, the majority of the scholarship being in French. With
contributors from five continents drawing on a variety of critical methods, this volume’s range will
shape the study of Hergé for many years to come.
  tintin professor calculus: Destination Moon Hergé, 1976 Tintin, Snowy, and Captain
Haddock join Professor Calculus's expedition to the moon.
  tintin professor calculus: 75 Books You Must Read Before You Die Joe Rose, 2021-01-27
Stuck for something to read next? 75 Books You Must Read Before You Die might be able to help and
includes reviews and thoughts on an eclectic range of suggested books to read by a diverse range of
of authors. Everything from Alice's Adventures in Wonderland to Alan Moore's Watchmen (and so
much more) awaits in 75 Books You Must Read Before You Die.
  tintin professor calculus: History and Politics in French-Language Comics and Graphic Novels
Mark McKinney, 2011-02-03 With essays by Baru, Bart Beaty, Cécile Vernier Danehy, Hugo Frey,
Pascal Lefèvre, Fabrice Leroy, Amanda Macdonald, Mark McKinney, Ann Miller, and Clare Tufts In
Belgium, France, Switzerland, and other French-speaking countries, many well-known comics artists
have focused their attention on historical and political events. In works ranging from comic books
and graphic novels to newspaper strips, cartoonists have addressed such controversial topics as
French and Belgian collaboration and resistance during World War II, European colonialism and US
imperialism, anti-Semitism in France, the integration of African immigrant groups in Europe, and
the green and feminist movements. History and Politics in French-Language Comics and Graphic
Novels collects new essays that address comics from a variety of viewpoints, including a piece from
practicing artist Baru. The explorations range from discussion of such canonical works as Hergé's
Tintin series to such contemporary expressions as Baru's Road to America (2002), about the Algerian
War. Included are close readings of specific comics series and graphic novels, such as Cécile Vernier
Danehy's examination of Cosey's Saigon Hanoi, about remembering the Vietnam War. Other writers
use theoretical lenses as a means of critiquing a broad range of comics, such as Bart Beaty's



Bourdieu-inspired reading of today's comics field, and Amanda Macdonald's analysis of bandes
dessinées (French comic books) in New Caledonia during the 1990s. The anthology establishes the
French-language comics tradition as one rich with representations of history and politics and is one
of the first English-language collections to explore the subject.
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