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should i take calculus ab or bc is a common dilemma faced by high school
students navigating their advanced placement (AP) math options. Choosing
between AP Calculus AB and AP Calculus BC can significantly impact a
student's academic journey, shaping their understanding of calculus concepts
and potentially influencing college credit opportunities. This article will
explore the differences between the two courses, their content, benefits, and
considerations for students to make an informed decision. We will also
provide guidance on how to choose the right course based on individual
academic goals and readiness.
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Understanding AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus AB is designed to be equivalent to a first-semester college
calculus course. It focuses on the fundamental concepts of calculus including
limits, derivatives, integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.
Students who take this course will learn how to apply these concepts to solve
problems, understand the behavior of functions, and analyze real-world
scenarios. The curriculum is structured to provide a strong foundation in
calculus principles.

Course Content in AP Calculus AB

The AP Calculus AB curriculum includes several key topics:

e Limits and Continuity



e Derivatives and their applications
e Integrals and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus
e Techniques of integration

e Applications of derivatives and integrals

Students will engage in both theoretical and practical applications, ensuring
they grasp the concepts necessary for success in calculus and beyond. The
focus is on understanding the principles rather than just memorizing
formulas.

Understanding AP Calculus BC

AP Calculus BC is more advanced and is equivalent to both first and second-
semester college calculus courses. It includes all the topics covered in AP
Calculus AB but goes further to explore additional concepts. This course 1is
ideal for students who have a strong background in mathematics and wish to

delve deeper into calculus.

Course Content in AP Calculus BC

The curriculum for AP Calculus BC expands on the concepts taught in AB,
including:

e Al1 topics from AP Calculus AB

e Parametric equations and polar coordinates

e Advanced integration techniques

e Sequences and series

e Vector functions and motion in space

This course not only covers the core principles of calculus but also
introduces students to more complex applications and theories, preparing them
for higher-level mathematics in college.



Key Differences Between Calculus AB and BC

While both AP Calculus AB and BC cover calculus concepts, the depth and
breadth of the content differ significantly. Understanding these differences
can help students determine which course aligns better with their academic
goals.

Content Coverage

The most notable difference is the range of topics covered:

e AP Calculus AB covers the basics of derivatives and integrals.

e AP Calculus BC includes all AB material plus additional topics like
sequences and series.

e BC delves deeper into polynomial approximations and applications of
calculus.

Course Pace and Difficulty

AP Calculus BC is generally considered more challenging due to the increased
pace and complexity of the material. Students in BC often need to master
concepts at a quicker rate and apply them in more intricate ways than in AB.
This makes BC suitable for those who have a strong grasp of math and are
prepared for a rigorous curriculum.

Who Should Take AP Calculus AB?

AP Calculus AB is ideal for students who have a solid understanding of pre-
calculus topics but may not feel confident taking on the additional
challenges posed by BC. It is suitable for those who are considering majors
that require a foundational knowledge of calculus but not necessarily
extensive advanced math coursework.

Considerations for Taking AB

Students should consider the following factors when deciding on AP Calculus



AB:

e Comfort level with mathematics
e Future college major that may require calculus

e Desire for a solid introduction to calculus without overwhelming
complexity

Who Should Take AP Calculus BC?

AP Calculus BC is recommended for students who excel in mathematics and are
looking for a challenge. This course is suitable for those planning to pursue
STEM majors in college, as it covers advanced topics that will be beneficial
for future studies in mathematics, engineering, or physics.

Considerations for Taking BC

Students should evaluate the following when considering AP Calculus BC:

e Strong mathematical background and performance in previous math courses
e Interest in advanced topics beyond basic calculus

e Plans to pursue a college major that requires extensive calculus
knowledge

Factors to Consider When Choosing

When deciding between AP Calculus AB and BC, students should consider several
critical factors that influence their choice. These include personal interest
in mathematics, academic preparedness, and long-term educational goals.

Personal Interest and Academic Goals

Students should reflect on their interest in mathematics and whether they



enjoy problem-solving and analytical thinking. Additionally, they should
consider their academic goals, such as whether they plan to major in a field
that requires calculus.

Future College Plans

Students should investigate the calculus requirements for their intended
college majors. Some colleges grant credit for AP Calculus scores, while
others may have specific prerequisites or recommend certain courses. This
research can help inform the decision on which AP Calculus course to take.

Conclusion

Choosing between AP Calculus AB and AP Calculus BC involves careful
consideration of personal strengths, interests, and academic aspirations.
Each course offers unique benefits and challenges that can significantly
impact a student's educational journey. By weighing the differences in
content, pace, and difficulty, students can make a well-informed decision
that aligns with their goals. Ultimately, the right choice will depend on
individual readiness and future plans in mathematics or related fields.

Q: What is the main difference between Calculus AB
and BC?

A: The main difference is that Calculus AB covers the fundamentals of
calculus, equivalent to a first-semester college course, while Calculus BC
includes all AB topics plus more advanced topics, equivalent to both first
and second-semester college calculus courses.

Q: Which AP Calculus course is better for college
credit?

A: Both AP Calculus AB and BC can earn college credit, but the amount and
applicability of credit vary by institution. Many colleges grant more credit
for a higher score in BC due to its comprehensive coverage of calculus
concepts.

Q: How do I know if I am ready for AP Calculus BC?

A: Students should assess their performance in previous math courses,
particularly pre-calculus, and consider their comfort level with advanced
mathematical concepts. Strong problem-solving skills and a passion for math



are good indicators of readiness for BC.

Q: Can I take Calculus AB and then take BC in
subsequent years?

A: Yes, students can take Calculus AB in one year and follow it with BC in
the next. However, it is essential to consider the course load and how well
the concepts from AB will prepare them for the more advanced BC material.

Q: What resources can help me prepare for AP
Calculus exams?

A: Students can benefit from various resources, including AP review books,
online tutorials, practice exams, and study groups. Additionally, taking
advantage of school resources, such as tutoring or AP prep courses, can be
beneficial.

Q: How do colleges view AP Calculus courses?

A: Colleges generally view AP Calculus courses positively, as they
demonstrate a student's ability to handle college-level coursework. High
scores can also translate into college credit, which can save time and money
in college.

Q: Is one course more respected than the other in
college applications?

A: Both AP Calculus AB and BC are respected courses on college applications,
but BC may be viewed more favorably as it indicates mastery of more advanced
material. Ultimately, the student's overall academic performance and other
extracurriculars also play a significant role in college admissions.

Q: What should I do if I struggle with calculus
concepts?

A: Students who struggle with calculus concepts should seek help from
teachers, join study groups, or consider tutoring. It's also beneficial to
utilize online resources and practice problems to strengthen understanding.
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should i take calculus ab or bc: AP Calculus AB Preparation Guide Kerry J. King, 1996-05 It's
Important to Prepare for the AP Calculus AB Exam Doing well on the AP Calculus AB exam can give
you credit or advanced standing when you enter college, so it's important to do your best on the
exam. Cliffs AP Guides are written by test preparation experts who know how to help you take the
test with maximum efficiency and achieve your goals. Cliffs AP Calculus AB Preparation Guide
includes: Introduction: Answers to your questions about the exam--its format, grading, and
topics--and graphing calculators.Helpful test strategies.Focused Topic Sections: Precalculus Topics,
Limits and Continuity, Derivatives, Applications of the Derivative, Antiderivatives and Definite
Integrals, and Applications of the Antiderivatives and Definite Integrals.Sample Multiple-Choice and
Free-Response Questions: Each topic section concludes with multiple-choice and/or free-response
questions for practice.Full-Length AP Calculus AB Practice Exams: Realistic practice exams with
grading keys and scoring worksheets followed by full, clear explanations for all multiple-choice and
free-response answers.

should i take calculus ab or bc: AP Calculus AB Preparation Guide Cliffs Notes, Kerry King,
1995-08

should i take calculus ab or bc: Mathematical Aspects of Artificial Intelligence Frederick
Hoffman, American Mathematical Society, 1998 There exists a history of great expectations and
large investments involving artificial intelligence (AI). There are also notable shortfalls and
memorable disappointments. One major controversy regarding Al is just how mathematical a field it
is or should be. This text includes contributions that examine the connections between Al and
mathematics, demonstrating the potential for mathematical applications and exposing some of the
more mathematical areas within Al. The goal is to stimulate interest in people who can contribute to
the field or use its results. Included in the work by M. Newborn on the famous Deep BLue chess
match. He discusses highly mathematical techniques involving graph theory, combinatorics and
probability and statistics. G. Shafer offers his development of probability through probability trees
with some of the results appearing here for the first time. M. Golumbic treats temporal reasoning
with ties to the famous Frame Problem. His contribution involves logic, combinatorics and graph
theory and leads to two chapters with logical themes. H. Kirchner explains how ordering techniques
in automated reasoning systems make deduction more efficient. Constraint logic programming is
discussed by C. Lassez, who shows its intimate ties to linear programming with crucial theorems
going back to Fourier. V. Nalwa's work provides a brief tour of computer vision, tying it to
mathematics - from combinatorics, probability and geometry to partial differential equations. All
authors are gifted expositors and are current contributors to the field. The wide scope of the volume
includes research problems, research tools and good motivational material for teaching.

should i take calculus ab or bc: College Planning for Gifted Students Sandra L. Berger,
2021-09-03 College Planning for Gifted Students: Choosing and Getting Into the Right College is a
must-have for any gifted or advanced learner planning to attend college. Sandra Berger, a nationally
recognized expert on college and career planning for gifted students, provides a hands-on, practical
guide to college planning in this updated edition of the best-selling College Planning for Gifted
Students. Berger focuses specifically on helping gifted students discover who they are and how that
discovery corresponds to the perfect postsecondary endeavor. The author also provides useful,
practical advice for writing college application essays, requesting recommendation letters, visiting
colleges, and acing the college entrance interview. Throughout the book, helpful timelines and
checklists are provided to give students and their parents, teachers, and counselors assistance in
planning for and choosing the right college. Grades 9-12
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Smith, Aishwary Pawar, Nicole P. Pitterson, Debra-Ann C. Butler, 2022-09-20 A handy resource on
the fundamental facts about engineering for both engineers and non-engineers alike, whether you
are exploring engineering for the first time, already have a strong background, or fall anywhere in
between. Engineering impacts every aspect of our lives. Bridges, buildings, buses, electrical grids,
computers, televisions, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, and virtually any everyday household item
needs to be engineered to function properly. Fundamentally, engineering is about identifying a need
and developing solutions that meet that need. Throughout history, engineering ideas and innovative
feats have provided solutions to many challenges faced by civilizations. From the Great Wall of
China to NASA's space program, The Handy Engineering Answer Book covers the history of the
field, details the lives of key figures, introduces the tools engineers use to solve problems, and
provides fun facts and answers to a thousand important and interesting questions, such as ... What is
the difference between science and engineering? What do engineers do? What are some famous
engineering mistakes or failures? What is reverse engineering? What is a prototype? What types of
jobs do electrical engineers do? How does a car battery work? What are the major job
responsibilities of a HVAC engineer? What is a Powertrain? What is Bernoulli’s principle? What are
the Laws of Thermodynamics? What's the difference between 2-stroke and 4-stroke engines? What is
stress and strain? What is the difference between torque and power? What is automation? What is
quality assurance? What is meant by outsourcing? What are the responsibilities of a construction
manager? What are the types of road construction that are both durable and cost-effective? Which
materials are used to build a cruise ship? What are some design elements that help structures
withstand earthquakes? How does a civil engineer design water slides for theme parks? Who was W.
Edwards Deming? What is ergonomics? What is biomedical engineering? Who is Grace Hopper?
What is debugging? What is the difference between a web developer and a website designer? Was
Leonardo da Vinci an aerospace engineer? Where do chemical engineers work? How much energy
does the world use? What are the major challenges addressed by environmental engineers? What is
humanitarian engineering? What is acoustical engineering? What are the required skills for fire
engineers? What are the advantages and disadvantages of nanotechnology? With more than 140
photos and graphics, this fascinating tome is richly illustrated. Its helpful bibliography and extensive
index add to its usefulness. Whether using science and math or building prototypes for testing or the
development of various subdisciplines, The Handy Engineering Answer Book looks at how
fundamental engineering is to modern life and society!

should i take calculus ab or bc: A Guide to Detracking Math Courses Angela Torres, Ho
Nguyen, Laura Wentworth Streeter, Elizabeth Hull Barnes, Laura Wentworth, 2023-04-26 Create a
pathway to equity by detracking mathematics The tracked mathematics system has been operating
in US schools for decades. However, research demonstrates negative effects on subgroups of
students by keeping them in a single math track, thereby denying them access to rigorous
coursework needed for college and career readiness. The journey to change this involves confronting
some long-standing beliefs and structures in education. When supported with the right structures,
instructional shifts, coalition building, and educator training and support, the detracking of
mathematics courses can be a primary pathway to equity. The ultimate goal is to increase more
students’ access to and achievement in higher levels of mathematics learning-especially for students
who are historically marginalized. Based on the stories and lessons learned from the San Francisco
Unified School District educators who have talked the talk and walked the walk, this book provides a
model for all those involved in taking on detracking efforts from policymakers and school
administrators, to math coaches and teachers. By sharing stories of real-world examples, lessons
learned, and prompts to provoke discussion about your own context, the book walks you through:
Designing and gaining support for a policy of detracked math courses Implementing the policy
through practical shifts in scheduling, curriculum, professional development, and coaching
Supporting and improving the policy through continuous research, monitoring, and maintenance.
This book offers the big ideas that help you in your own unique journey to advance equity in your
school or district’s mathematics education and also provides practical information to help students



in a detracked system thrive.

should i take calculus ab or bc: Science Education for Gifted Students Susan K. Johnsen,
James Kendrick, 2005 Science Education for Gifted Students begins with creative ways to engage
children in the primary years, thus ensuring that they develop a love of science that will last a
lifetime. Subsequent chapters deal with acceleration and enrichment in the sciences, including
instructional units on magnetic levitation, integrating science and physical

should i take calculus ab or bc: The Educator's Handbook for Understanding and
Closing Achievement Gaps Joseph Murphy, 2010 'Beginning with a remarkably comprehensive
and accessible analysis of the gap's causes, the book offers a refreshingly balanced, evidence-based,
state-of-the-art outline of productive solutions that should inform the work of all educational
stakeholders' - Ken Leithwood, Professor, OISE/University of Toronto 'No one is better positioned
than Joseph Murphy to provide lessons for education leaders on this important topic' - Andrew
Porter, George and Diane Weiss Professor of Education , University of Pennsylvania 'For too long,
the achievement gap has been proclaimed, discussed, and then dismissed as a subject of despair.
Seldom has it been systematically defined, placed in historical perspective, or positively addressed.
Through thorough scholarship, comprehensive knowledge, and creativity, this book fills that void' -
James W. Guthrie, Patricia and Rodes Hart Professor of Educational Leadership and Public Policy,
Vanderbilt University 'While offering no simple pathway to progress, this book reminds us how much
more we can do to close achievement gaps' - Michael S. Knapp, Director Center for the Study of
Teaching & Policy, University of Washington Distinguished researcher Joseph F. Murphy has
gathered and analyzed the most up-to-date research and data to help headteachers understand what
the achievement gap is, why it persists, and what teachers can do about it. This comprehensive
handbook: - Examines external factors that contribute to achievement gaps, such as socioeconomic
status, family environment, racism, and individual differences - Covers internal factors such as
instruction, school culture, and school support - Provides strategies for addressing both internal and
external factors to make an impact.

should i take calculus ab or bc: Getting IN by Standing OUT Deborah Bedor, 2015-04-13 The
Rules for Admission Have Changed! Are you worried about what other families of high achieving
children know that you don't about getting your child into a great college? A best-fit college? An Ivy
University or top tier college? An intellectually challenging college? Getting IN by Standing Out will
show you exactly how to discover, develop, and present your authentic high school journey to get
noticed by Admissions among the thousands of other student applicants, and get ACCEPTED at your
top schools. Getting IN by Standing OUT is the heralded, eye-opening guide that students, parents,
and high school admission counselors have awaited. The book tells you, through personal student
stories, peerless advice from Dr. Bedor’s eminent twenty-five year career, and brilliant
out-of-the-box steps, what college admissions Actually looks for today. Dr. Bedor provides a
heartwarming, aspirational handbook that coaxes and inspires students to use their high school
years for a personal quest, intellectual passion, or social cause that’s in line with their authentic
gifts, strengths, and ambitions. All things being equal: grades, scores, and recommendations, it is
now your leadership and creative quest towards YOU that reveals the character and intellect that
the gatekeepers to Admissions seek. Inside, Dr. Deborah Bedor empowers you to: - Discover your
passions, create impact, and thrive on intellectual and “extrapreneurial” engagement - Invest in
yourself so the top colleges will want to invest in you - Learn the study habits and tests that show
you off the best - Brag artfully to remain likeable - Structure exceptional and meaningful essays
explaining “why you do what you do” - because the WHY is everything - Uncover generous
merit-based financial awards - Ace your admissions interview “High School is a vibrant, open all
night laboratory in which to begin creating yourself. Find the thing that fascinates you, and you will
become fascinating.”

should i take calculus ab or bc: Elements of the Differential and Integral Calculus
Catherinus Putnam Buckingham, 1875

should i take calculus ab or bc: Executive Thinking Kevin Baize OD, Morris Graham PhD,



2011-02-18 Life is about how much we think. Thinking is about how much mental capacity we
possess. Capacity, in addition to our abilities and conscientiousness, is about how much we can
process combinations of verbal height, quantitative width, and spatial depth with decisiveness,
direction, and speed. No matter where we go or what we do as executives, we take our thinking with
us. That may spoil everything, because, to a great extent, we do and accomplish what we think
about. Our thoughts mold our aspirations, attitudes and accomplishments during our life. In other
words, our careers and lives are influenced more by the power of our thoughts than anything else.
The bad news is that most of us never fully use our mental capacities and never achieve our
potential. The good news is that neural technologies are now available to transform our thinking into
the higher realms of brilliance. Developing the spatial capacity to think higher, wider, and deeper
means breaking away from the effects of years of flat thinking or educational backgrounds that
stifles creative/innovative potential. Expand your mental agility through a development of
higher-order processes and discover a whole new world mentally in Executive Thinking.

should i take calculus ab or bc: The Highest Exam Ruixue Jia, Hongbin Li, Claire Cousineau,
2025 The Highest Exam provides a detailed, research-driven survey of the gaokao, China's
high-stakes college entrance exam. Ruixue Jia and Hongbin Li--past test-takers themselves--show
how the exam system shapes schooling, serves state interests, inspires individualistic attitudes, and
has lately become a touchstone in US education debates.

should i take calculus ab or bc: Cornell University Courses of Study Cornell University,
2003

should i take calculus ab or bc: Statistics Through Applications Daren S. Starnes, David S.
Moore, Dan Yates, 2009-12-25 Watch a video introduction here. Statistics Through Applications
(STA) is the only text written specifically for high school statistics course. Designed to be read, the
book takes a data analysis approach that emphasizes conceptual understanding over computation,
while recognizing that some computation is necessary. The focus is on the statistical thinking behind
data gathering and interpretation. The high school statistics course is often the first applied math
course students take. STA engages students in learning how statisticians contribute to our
understanding of the world and helps students to become more discerning consumers of the
statistics they encounter in ads, economic reports, political campaigns, and elsewhere. New and
improved! STA 2e features expanded coverage of probability, a reorganized presentation of data
analysis, a new color design and much more. Please see the posted sample chapter or request a copy
today to see for yourself.

should i take calculus ab or bc: Elements of the Differential and Integral Calculus, by a new
method, etc Catharinus Putnam BUCKINGHAM, 1875

should i take calculus ab or bc: Mapping Equity and Quality in Mathematics Education Bill
Atweh, Mellony Graven, Walter Secada, Paola Valero, 2011-01-06 Concerns about quality
mathematics education are often posed in terms of the types of mathematics that are worthwhile
and valuable for both the student and society in general, and about how to best support students so
that they can develop this mathematics. Concerns about equity are about who is excluded from the
opportunity to develop quality mathematics within our current practices and systems, and about how
to remove social barriers that systematically disadvantage those students. This collection of chapters
summarises our learning about the achievement of both equity and quality agendas in mathematics
education and to move forward the debate on their importance for the field.

should i take calculus ab or bc: Teaching Mathematics in Grades 6 - 12 Randall E. Groth,
2012-08-10 Teaching Mathematics in Grades 6 - 12 by Randall E. Groth explores how research in
mathematics education can inform teaching practice in grades 6-12. The author shows preservice
mathematics teachers the value of being a researcher—constantly experimenting with methods for
developing students' mathematical thinking—and connecting this research to practices that enhance
students' understanding of the material. Ultimately, preservice teachers will gain a deeper
understanding of the types of mathematical knowledge students bring to school, and how students'
thinking may develop in response to different teaching strategies.




should i take calculus ab or bc: Teaching Secondary and Middle School Mathematics
Daniel J. Brahier, 2020-03-09 Teaching Secondary and Middle School Mathematics combines the
latest developments in research, technology, and standards with a vibrant writing style to help
teachers prepare for the excitement and challenges of teaching secondary and middle school
mathematics. The book explores the mathematics teaching profession by examining the processes of
planning, teaching, and assessing student progress through practical examples and
recommendations. Beginning with an examination of what it means to teach and learn mathematics,
the reader is led through the essential components of teaching, concluding with an examination of
how teachers continue with professional development throughout their careers. Hundreds of
citations are used to support the ideas presented in the text, and specific websites and other
resources are presented for future study by the reader. Classroom scenarios are presented to
engage the reader in thinking through specific challenges that are common in mathematics
classrooms. The sixth edition has been updated and expanded with particular emphasis on the latest
technology, resources, and standards. The reader is introduced to the ways that students think and
how to best meet their needs through planning that involves attention to differentiation, as well as
how to manage a classroom for success. Features include: The entire text has been reorganized so
that assessment takes a more central role in planning and teaching. Unit 3 (of 5) now addresses the
use of summative and formative assessments to inform classroom teaching practices. @ A new
feature, Links and Resources, has been added to each of the 13 chapters. While the book includes a
substantial listing of citations and resources after the chapters, five strongly recommended and
practical resources are spotlighted at the end of each chapter as an easy reference to some of the
most important materials on the topic. @ Approximately 150 new citations have either replaced or
been added to the text to reflect the latest in research, materials, and resources that support the
teaching of mathematics. @ A Quick Reference Guide has been added to the front of the book to
assist the reader in identifying the most useful chapter features by topic. @ A significant revision to
Chapter 13 now includes discussions of common teaching assessments used for field experiences
and licensure, as well as a discussion of practical suggestions for success in methods and student
teaching experiences. @ Chapter 9 on the practical use of classroom technology has been revised to
reflect the latest tools available to classroom teachers, including apps that can be run on handheld,
personal devices. An updated Instructor’s Manual features a test bank, sample classroom activities,
Powerpoint slides, chapter summaries, and learning outcomes for each chapter, and can be accessed
by instructors online at www.routledge.com/9780367146511

should i take calculus ab or bc: Learning and Understanding National Research Council,
Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Center for Education, Committee on
Programs for Advanced Study of Mathematics and Science in American High Schools, 2002-09-06
This book takes a fresh look at programs for advanced studies for high school students in the United
States, with a particular focus on the Advanced Placement and the International Baccalaureate
programs, and asks how advanced studies can be significantly improved in general. It also examines
two of the core issues surrounding these programs: they can have a profound impact on other
components of the education system and participation in the programs has become key to admission
at selective institutions of higher education. By looking at what could enhance the quality of high
school advanced study programs as well as what precedes and comes after these programs, this
report provides teachers, parents, curriculum developers, administrators, college science and
mathematics faculty, and the educational research community with a detailed assessment that can
be used to guide change within advanced study programs.

should i take calculus ab or bc: Women, Minorities, and Persons with Disabilities in Science
and Engineering , 1998
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