
political calculus meaning
political calculus meaning is a concept that encapsulates the systematic and analytical approach
to decision-making in political contexts. It involves evaluating various factors, such as public opinion,
party dynamics, and potential outcomes, to inform strategic choices. Political calculus is not just a
theoretical framework; it is a practical tool that politicians, political strategists, and analysts use to
navigate the complexities of governance and public policy. This article will delve into the meaning of
political calculus, its historical background, components, and significance in contemporary politics.
We will also explore the implications of political calculus on decision-making processes and provide
examples of its application in real-world scenarios.
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Introduction to Political Calculus

Political calculus refers to the analytical process by which political actors assess various elements
affecting their decision-making. This includes understanding voter behavior, predicting election
outcomes, and evaluating policy impacts. The term underscores the mathematical and strategic
nature of political decision-making, where variables are considered to maximize favorable outcomes.
As political environments grow increasingly complex, the necessity for a systematic approach to
decision-making becomes paramount. This section will explore the nuances of political calculus,
emphasizing its relevance in both electoral politics and governance.

Historical Background

The concept of political calculus has roots in political theory and behavioral economics. It draws
from classical political philosophy, where thinkers like Aristotle and Machiavelli contemplated the
motivations behind political actions. However, the modern interpretation of political calculus
emerged in the 20th century, influenced by the rise of quantitative research methods in social
sciences.



Evolution of Political Thought

The evolution of political thought surrounding decision-making has seen significant shifts. Early
political theorists focused more on ethical considerations of governance, while contemporary
scholars emphasize empirical analysis and predictive modeling. This transition has led to the
development of political science as a discipline that employs statistical methods to forecast political
behavior and outcomes.

Influence of Behavioral Economics

Behavioral economics has contributed to the understanding of political calculus by illustrating how
psychological factors influence decision-making. Politicians now consider biases, heuristics, and the
emotional responses of voters when crafting messages and policies. This integration of behavioral
insights allows for a more nuanced approach to political strategy, emphasizing the importance of
understanding human behavior in the political arena.

Key Components of Political Calculus

Political calculus encompasses several key components that inform political decision-making. These
components include:

Public Opinion: Understanding the sentiments and preferences of the electorate is crucial.
Polling data and focus groups provide insights into voter priorities and concerns.

Party Dynamics: The internal structure and relationships within a political party influence
decision-making. Leaders must consider the views of party members and factions when
formulating strategies.

Policy Analysis: Evaluating the potential impacts of policy decisions helps politicians
anticipate outcomes. This includes cost-benefit analyses and assessments of long-term effects.

Electoral Calculus: This involves strategic considerations regarding elections, including
candidate positioning, campaign strategies, and voter mobilization efforts.

Risk Assessment: Political actors must weigh the risks associated with various choices,
including potential backlash and the likelihood of success.

Public Opinion

Public opinion is a dynamic element that can shift rapidly based on current events, media coverage,
and social movements. Politicians utilize polls to gauge public sentiment, enabling them to tailor



their messages and policies to align with voter preferences. This adaptability is crucial, as
misreading public opinion can lead to electoral defeat or public backlash.

Party Dynamics

Within political parties, leaders must navigate complex relationships and power structures. The
interests of party factions, interest groups, and key stakeholders can greatly influence decision-
making processes. Understanding these dynamics helps leaders maintain party unity while pursuing
their agendas.

Policy Analysis

Effective policy analysis involves a comprehensive examination of the potential consequences of
legislative actions. Politicians must consider economic, social, and environmental impacts, using
data and research to craft informed policies that resonate with constituents and stakeholders.

Electoral Calculus

Electoral calculus refers to the strategic planning that goes into campaigns. This includes
determining which demographic groups to target, the timing of campaign messages, and resource
allocation. Successful candidates often employ sophisticated models to predict voter behavior and
optimize their campaign strategies.

Risk Assessment

Assessing risks involves anticipating challenges and potential negative outcomes associated with
political decisions. By evaluating the political landscape and considering historical precedents,
politicians can make informed choices that mitigate risks and enhance their chances of success.

Importance in Decision-Making

The role of political calculus in decision-making cannot be overstated. It provides a framework for
understanding the complexities of political behavior and outcomes. This systematic approach
enables political leaders to make informed choices that align with their objectives and the needs of
their constituents.

Enhanced Strategic Planning

By employing political calculus, leaders can enhance their strategic planning processes. This



involves not only understanding current political dynamics but also anticipating future trends and
shifts in public opinion. This foresight allows for more effective long-term planning and resource
allocation.

Informed Policy Development

Informed policy development is another significant benefit of political calculus. Policymakers who
utilize data-driven analysis are better equipped to create legislation that addresses the needs of
their constituents while also being viable in the political landscape. This results in more effective
governance and improved public trust.

Improved Electoral Outcomes

Political calculus is crucial for improving electoral outcomes. Candidates who accurately assess
voter preferences and tailor their campaigns accordingly are more likely to connect with the
electorate. This connection can lead to increased voter turnout and support, ultimately resulting in
electoral victories.

Examples of Political Calculus in Action

Political calculus is not merely theoretical; it has tangible applications in real-world scenarios.
Several examples illustrate how political actors employ this framework to navigate challenges and
seize opportunities.

Case Study: Election Campaign Strategies

During election campaigns, candidates often analyze polling data to determine which issues
resonate most with voters. For instance, a candidate may shift their focus to healthcare if polls show
it as a top concern among constituents. This strategic recalibration reflects the use of political
calculus to maximize electoral chances.

Policy Formulation in Response to Public Opinion

Governments often adjust their policies in response to shifts in public opinion as reflected in polls.
For example, if there is growing public concern about climate change, political leaders may
prioritize environmental legislation to align with voter sentiment. This responsiveness demonstrates
how political calculus informs policy decisions.



Legislative Negotiations

In legislative negotiations, political calculus plays a critical role in determining coalition-building
strategies. Leaders must assess the interests of various stakeholders and identify common ground to
pass legislation. This requires a thorough understanding of party dynamics and public opinion.

Implications for Contemporary Politics

The implications of political calculus in contemporary politics are profound. As political landscapes
become increasingly polarized, the ability to navigate these complexities is essential for effective
governance.

Increased Complexity of Political Decision-Making

Today’s political environment is characterized by rapid changes in public sentiment and the rise of
social media. Political calculus allows leaders to respond to these changes effectively, ensuring that
their strategies remain relevant in a fast-paced context.

Importance of Data-Driven Decision Making

The rise of big data has transformed political calculus, enabling more sophisticated analyses of voter
behavior and preferences. Politicians who harness data-driven insights can craft targeted messages
and policies that resonate with their constituents, enhancing their chances of success.

Challenges in Political Calculus

Despite its advantages, political calculus also presents challenges. The reliance on data can lead to
overconfidence in predictions, and the complexity of human behavior may defy simple models.
Political actors must balance analytical approaches with a nuanced understanding of the electorate.

Conclusion

Political calculus meaning encompasses a vital analytical framework for understanding political
decision-making. By evaluating key components such as public opinion, party dynamics, and policy
analysis, political actors can make informed choices that resonate with voters and enhance
governance. As political contexts continue to evolve, the significance of political calculus in shaping
strategies and outcomes will only grow. Embracing this framework will empower leaders to navigate
the complexities of contemporary politics effectively.



Q: What is political calculus?
A: Political calculus refers to the analytical process by which political actors assess various factors
impacting their decision-making, including public opinion, party dynamics, and potential outcomes.

Q: How does political calculus influence electoral strategies?
A: Political calculus influences electoral strategies by enabling candidates to analyze voter
preferences and adjust their campaigns accordingly to maximize support and turnout.

Q: What are the key components of political calculus?
A: The key components of political calculus include public opinion, party dynamics, policy analysis,
electoral calculus, and risk assessment.

Q: Why is public opinion important in political calculus?
A: Public opinion is crucial in political calculus because it provides insights into voter sentiments and
preferences, helping politicians align their strategies with the concerns of their constituents.

Q: How has data impacted political calculus?
A: Data has transformed political calculus by enabling more sophisticated analyses of voter behavior,
leading to data-driven decision-making that enhances campaign effectiveness and policy formulation.

Q: Can political calculus predict election outcomes?
A: While political calculus can provide insights and improve predictions regarding election
outcomes, it is not infallible due to the complexities of human behavior and changing political
environments.

Q: What challenges are associated with political calculus?
A: Challenges associated with political calculus include overreliance on data, the unpredictability of
public sentiment, and the need for a nuanced understanding of the electorate.

Q: How has political calculus evolved over time?
A: Political calculus has evolved from classical political theory to incorporate insights from
behavioral economics and data analytics, reflecting changes in political strategy and voter
engagement.



Q: In what ways can political calculus be applied in
governance?
A: Political calculus can be applied in governance through informed policy development, strategic
planning, and effective legislative negotiations that align with public interests and party dynamics.
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  political calculus meaning: The Bloomsbury Research Handbook of Indian Aesthetics and the
Philosophy of Art Arindam Chakrabarti, 2016-02-25 The Bloomsbury Research Handbook of Indian
Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art provides an extensive research resource to the burgeoning field
of Asian aesthetics. Featuring leading international scholars and teachers whose work defines the
field, this unique volume reflects the very best scholarship in creative, analytic, and comparative
philosophy. Beginning with a philosophical reconstruction of the classical rasa aesthetics, chapters
range from the nature of art-emotions, tones of thinking, and aesthetic education to issues in
film-theory and problems of the past versus present. As well as discussing indigenous versus foreign
in aesthetic practices, this volume covers North and South Indian performance practices and
theories, alongside recent and new themes including the Gandhian aesthetics of surrender and
self-control and the aesthetics of touch in the light of the politics of untouchability. With such
unparalleled and authoritative coverage, The Bloomsbury Research Handbook of Indian Aesthetics
and the Philosophy of Art represents a dynamic map of comparative cross-cultural aesthetics.
Bringing together original philosophical research from renowned thinkers, it makes a major
contribution to both Eastern and Western contemporary aesthetics.
  political calculus meaning: Metascience and Politics A. James Gregor, 2020-03-25 A central
problem in political inquiry is the conceptual and linguistic informality of political science. For most
of its history, the discipline has been largely pursued with the analytic and logical machinery of
ordinary language. Likewise, there has been little effort to standardize how language is used, or to
systematize theoretical procedures to insure methodological uniformity. In an effort to better
understand and defend the research processes that attend, sustain, and foster the systematic
credibility of political science, Gregor argues a special conceptual language is needed to enhance
the rigor, replicability, articulation, and interpretation of political science's empirical findings.
Gregor reviews the conceptual inventory of the social sciences in general with particular emphasis
on distinctions between descriptive, theoretical, and normative language. He analyzes what might
count as objectivity and truth in a given set of circumstances in an effort to standardize how political
scientists make such distinctions. How theory and explanation might be assessed in less rigorous
disciplines is also considered. Gregor is opposed to the postmodernist tendency to use language
games in the social sciences that purport to close the gaps separating the discourses of knowledge,
ethics and politics, but do so at the expense of clarity, rigor, and objectivity. In Gregor's view, these
alternative perspectives have exploited vagueness and ambiguity in order to accomplish what they
consider to be their political tasks. A substantial postscript to this edition traces some of the
postmodernist perspectives to their origins in the works of particular individuals and to their history
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in the thought of twentieth-century Europe. Metascience and Politics attempts to address all these
issues, with brevity and seriousness of purpose, in order to provide a defensible rationale for the
scientific character of social and political studies. It will be of interest to political scientists,
sociologists, philosophers, and intellectual historians. A. James Gregor is professor of political
science at the University of California at Berkeley and an adjunct professor at Command and Staff
College, U.S. Marine Corps University at Quantico, Virginia. He has also been awarded the Order of
Merit by the President of the Italian Republic for his contribution to Italy as a nation through his
published works. He is the author of Giovanni Gentile: Philosopher of Fascism, Interpretations of
Fascism, Phoenix: Fascism in Our Time, and Marxism, China, and Development, all published by
Transaction.
  political calculus meaning: The Fate of Democracy ,
  political calculus meaning: Devotional Intelligence and Jewish Religious Thinking
Phillip Stambovsky, 2019-07-05 This groundbreaking neo-Maimonidean work establishes, on
independently philosophical grounds, the intellectual warrant of Jewish religious thinking as
“devotional intelligence.” It demonstrates the purchase and intellectual authority of such thinking by
appeal to two dialectically interrelated principles: on the one hand, the metaphysical principle that
knowing is of being; and, on the other, “sacral attunement,” a normative principle. Part I
distinguishes this study from leading work in contemporary philosophy of Judaism. It introduces the
game-changing bid to privilege “intelligence” in the onto-epistemological Aristotelian sense, over
epistemologically orchestrated, post-Enlightenment “reason” when it comes to assessing the
intellectual soundness of religious thinking. Part II distills contemporary elements of Aristotle’s
onto-epistemological psychology of intelligence that Maimonides incorporated in his philosophy of
Jewish religious thinking. Further, it finds in Hegel a bridge between Maimonides’ account of
devotional intelligence and a modern Maimonidean “science of knowing” dedicated to religious
thinking. Part III turns to “sacral attunement,” foregrounding the normative “devotional” aspect of
devotional intelligence. It probes the intentionality of both onto-epistemological attunement and the
“sacred” relative to “the factor of the transcendent.” In the process it identifies and applies elements
of an existential phenomenology of “fundamental attunement” that thematize defining realities of
the sacral attunement unique to normative Jewish covenantal praxis. A related analysis of “the
sacred” in religious thinking follows, which segues to a chapter on the “factor of the transcendent”
as a seminal constituent of meaning in both the sciences and religion. Part IV applies and amplifies
key findings in light of a signature Jewish devotional theme: the divine names, approached from a
signally Maimonidean, apophatic position indexed to the factor of the transcendent as the
“unconditioned condition” (Kant) of intelligible meaning as such. Distinguishing what the divine
names indicate from what they refer to, the essay concludes by substantiating the intellectual
warrant of Jewish religious thinking as a devotional intelligence of the relation—of
identity-in-difference—between the attributive names and the Tetragrammaton.
  political calculus meaning: HabitusAnalysis 2 – Praxeology and Meaning Heinrich
Wilhelm Schäfer, 2019-11-07 Starting from the sociology of Pierre Bourdieu, Schäfer composes a
methodical approach to habitus of social actors and the logic of their praxis: Building upon the
generative terms of praxeology, he focuses on identity and strategy in processes of internalization,
their transformation by means of dispositional schemes, and their externalization in action. The
emphasis lies on a theory of dispositions that allows a flexible understanding of identity and strategy
formation in the context of social experience and the interplay with social structures. This theory is
developed over the course of a three-step analysis on habitus as a network of dispositions, on the
dynamics that unfold between the logic of socio-structural processes and practical logic, and on the
praxeological assessment of social structures via models of fields and the social space.This book is
the second of three volumes of HabitusAnalysis. While the first volume deals with the
epistemological underpinnings of praxeology, this book advances Bourdieu's theory with a special
focus on creativity of action in the context of social structures, thereby preparing the methodological
design of empirical models in the third volume.



  political calculus meaning: The Philosopher-King in Medieval and Renaissance Jewish
Political Thought Abraham Melamed, 2012-02-01 This original treatment of medieval and
Renaissance Jewish thinkers expands the scope of Jewish philosophy and adds new depth to our
understanding of Jewish culture of the period. While medieval Christian political philosophy was
based on Aristotle's Politics, Muslim and Jewish philosophy adhered to the Platonic tradition. In this
book, Abraham Melamed explores a major aspect of this tradition—the theory of the
philosopher-king—as it manifested itself in medieval Jewish political philosophy, tracing the theory's
emergence in Jewish thought as well as its patterns of transmittal, adaptation, and absorption. The
Maimonidean encounter with the theory, via al-Farabi, is also examined, as is its influence upon later
scholars such as Felaquera, ibn Latif, Narboni, Shemtov ibn Shemtov, Polkar, Alemanno, Abarbanel,
and others. Also discussed is the influence of Averroe's commentary on Plato's Republic, and the
Machiavellian rejection of the theory of the philosopher-king and its influence upon early modern
Jewish scholars, such as Simone Luzzatto and Spinoza, who rejected it in favor of a so-called
Republican attitude.
  political calculus meaning: Walter Benjamin and the Critique of Political Economy Duy
Lap Nguyen, 2022-07-14 Exploring the connections between Walter Benjamin's philosophy of history
and a Marxian Critique of Political Economy, Duy Lap Nguyen analyses Benjamin's early writings
and their development into a distinct understanding of historical materialism. Benjamin's historically
materialist conception of history is shown to be characterised by a focus on the religion of
capitalism, the mythology of the state, and messianic time. Revealing these factors, Nguyen joins up
Benjamin's philosophical critique of the Kantian conception of history, alongside the historical
trajectory of capitalism he subscribed to. Influenced by the theory of fascism outlined by German
Marxist theorist Karl Korsch, we see how Benjamin's own theory of revolution and redemption in
capitalist society developed into a sophisticated critique. Essential to Benjamin's materialist critique
was a recognition of the fallibility of the Enlightenment notion of progress, as well as the need to
overturn the political and economic catastrophes which enable capitalism and fascism to thrive. In
mapping the exact course of Benjamin's critical historical materialism, Nguyen fully explicates the
unique contribution he made to western Marxism.
  political calculus meaning: To Live upon Hope Rachel Wheeler, 2013-05-15 Two Northeast
Indian communities with similar histories of colonization accepted Congregational and Moravian
missionaries, respectively, within five years of one another: the Mohicans of Stockbridge,
Massachusetts (1735), and Shekomeko, in Dutchess County, New York (1740). In To Live upon
Hope, Rachel Wheeler explores the question of what missionary Christianity became in the hands of
these two native communities. The Mohicans of Stockbridge and Shekomeko drew different
conclusions from their experiences with colonial powers. Both tried to preserve what they deemed
core elements of Mohican culture. The Indians of Stockbridge believed education in English cultural
ways was essential to their survival and cast their acceptance of the mission project as a means of
preserving their historic roles as cultural intermediaries. The Mohicans of Shekomeko, by contrast,
sought new sources of spiritual power that might be accessed in order to combat the ills that came
with colonization, such as alcohol and disease. Through extensive research, especially in the
Moravian records of day-to-day life, Wheeler offers an understanding of the lived experience of
Mohican communities under colonialism. She complicates the understanding of eighteenth-century
American Christianity by demonstrating that mission programs were not always driven by the
destruction of indigenous culture and the advancement of imperial projects. To Live upon Hope
challenges the prevailing view of accommodation or resistance as the two poles of Indian responses
to European colonization. Colonialism placed severe strains on native peoples, Wheeler finds, yet
Indians also exercised a level of agency and creativity that aided in their survival.
  political calculus meaning: An Aesthetic Education in the Era of Globalization Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, 2013-05-06 During the past twenty years, the worldÕs most renowned critical
theoristÑthe scholar who defined the field of postcolonial studiesÑhas experienced a radical
reorientation in her thinking. Finding the neat polarities of tradition and modernity, colonial and



postcolonial, no longer sufficient for interpreting the globalized present, she turns elsewhere to
make her central argument: that aesthetic education is the last available instrument for
implementing global justice and democracy. SpivakÕs unwillingness to sacrifice the ethical in the
name of the aesthetic, or to sacrifice the aesthetic in grappling with the political, makes her task
formidable. As she wrestles with these fraught relationships, she rewrites Friedrich SchillerÕs
concept of play as double bind, reading Gregory Bateson with Gramsci as she negotiates Immanuel
Kant, while in dialogue with her teacher Paul de Man. Among the concerns Spivak addresses is this:
Are we ready to forfeit the wealth of the worldÕs languages in the name of global communication?
ÒEven a good globalization (the failed dream of socialism) requires the uniformity which the
diversity of mother-tongues must challenge,Ó Spivak writes. ÒThe tower of Babel is our refuge.Ó In
essays on theory, translation, Marxism, gender, and world literature, and on writers such as Assia
Djebar, J. M. Coetzee, and Rabindranath Tagore, Spivak argues for the social urgency of the
humanities and renews the case for literary studies, imprisoned in the corporate university.
ÒPerhaps,Ó she writes, Òthe literary can still do something.Ó
  political calculus meaning: The Dangers of Poetry Kevin M. Jones, 2020-09-01 Poetry has long
dominated the cultural landscape of modern Iraq, simultaneously representing the literary pinnacle
of high culture and giving voice to the popular discourses of mass culture. As the favored genre of
culture expression for religious clerics, nationalist politicians, leftist dissidents, and avant-garde
intellectuals, poetry critically shaped the social, political, and cultural debates that consumed the
Iraqi public sphere in the twentieth century. The popularity of poetry in modern Iraq, however, made
it a dangerous practice that carried serious political consequences and grave risks to dissident
poets. The Dangers of Poetry is the first book to narrate the social history of poetry in the modern
Middle East. Moving beyond the analysis of poems as literary and intellectual texts, Kevin M. Jones
shows how poems functioned as social acts that critically shaped the cultural politics of
revolutionary Iraq. He narrates the history of three generations of Iraqi poets who navigated the
fraught relationship between culture and politics in pursuit of their own ambitions and agendas.
Through this historical analysis of thousands of poems published in newspapers, recited in popular
demonstrations, and disseminated in secret whispers, this book reveals the overlooked contribution
of these poets to the spirit of rebellion in modern Iraq.
  political calculus meaning: Religion and Politics in the Contemporary United States R. Marie
Griffith, Melani McAlister, 2008-06-09 This collection of essays from a special issue of American
Quarterly explores the complex and sometimes contradictory ways that religion matters in
contemporary public life. Religion and Politics in the Contemporary United States offers a
groundbreaking, cross-disciplinary conversation between scholars in American studies and religious
studies. The contributors explore numerous modes through which religious faith has mobilized
political action. They utilize a variety of definitions of politics, ranging from lobbying by religious
leaders to the political impact of popular culture. Their work includes the political activities of a very
diverse group of religious believers: Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and others. In
addition, the book explores the meanings of religion for people who might contest the term—those
who are spiritual but not religious, for example, as well as activists who engage symbols of faith and
community but who may not necessarily consider themselves members of a specific religion. Several
essays also examine the meanings of secular identity, humanist politics, and the complex evocations
of civil religion in American life. No other book on religion and politics includes anything like the
diversity of religions, ethnicities, and topics that this one does—from Mormon political mobilization
to attempts at Americanizing Muslims in the post-9/11 United States, from César Chávez to James
Dobson, from interreligious cooperation and conflict over Darfur to the global politics surrounding
the category of Hindus and South Asians in the United States.
  political calculus meaning: Interpreting NAFTA Frederick Mayer, 1998 This text on the free
trade agreement between the US and Mexico, which was ratified in 1993, provides a history of the
agreement's development, from opening talks to final passage. It describes the opposition to the
agreement and the actions taken to facilitate its eventual ratification.



  political calculus meaning: The ^ARivers Ran Backward Christopher Phillips, 2016-04-22 A
magnum opus on the history of the middle border states of the American West in the Civil War era
  political calculus meaning: Literary History of Canada William H. New, Carl Berger, Alan
Cairns, Francess G. Halpenny, Henry Kreisel, Douglas Lochhead, Philip Stratford, Clara Thomas,
1990-12-15 This new volume of the Literary History of Canada covers the continuing development of
English-Canadian writing from 1972 to 1984. As with the three earlier volumes, this book is an
invaluable guide to recent developments in English-Canadian literature and a resource for both the
general reader and the specialist researcher. The contributors to this volume are Laurie Ricou,
David Jackel, Linda Hutcheon, Philip Stratford, Barry Cameron, Balachandra Rajan, Robert
Fothergill, Brian Parker, Cynthia Zimmerman, Frances Frazer, Edith Fowke, Bruce G. Trigger, Alan
C. Cairns, Douglas Williams, Carl Berger, Shirley Neuman, Raymond S. Corteen, and Francess G.
Halpenny.
  political calculus meaning: The Routledge Handbook of Soft Power Naren Chitty, Lilian Ji,
Gary D Rawnsley, Craig Hayden, 2016-11-03 The Routledge Handbook of Soft Power is the first
volume to offer a comprehensive and detailed picture of soft power and associated forms of public
diplomacy. The terms soft power and public diplomacy have enormous currency in media and policy
discourse, yet despite all the attention the terms remain conceptually ambiguous for analysts of
international influence. The consequence is that the terms have survived as powerful, yet criticized,
frames for influence. Divided into two main parts, Part I outlines theoretical problems,
methodological questions, the cultural imperative and the technological turn within the study of soft
power and Part II focuses on bringing the theory into practice through detailed discussion of key
case studies from across the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia. This innovative
handbook provides a definitive resource for students and scholars seeking to familiarize themselves
with cutting-edge debates and future research on soft power and will be of interest to those studying
and researching in areas such as international relations, public diplomacy and international
communication.
  political calculus meaning: Policy Over- and Underreaction Moshe Maor, 2025-02-12 This
book presents 12 pioneering essays and a novel introduction on policy over- and underreaction by
Moshe Maor, a leading authority on disproportionate policy responses. Maor construes disproportion
in an empirical rather than normative manner to improve our understanding of when, why, and how
electorally vulnerable political executives and those operating in contexts of declining trust in
government and rising negativity and populism resort to disproportionate policy measures. This title
contains one or more Open Access chapters.
  political calculus meaning: Governing Fables Sandford Borins, 2011-08-01 Governing
Fables: Learning from Public Sector Narratives advocates the importance of narrative for public
servants, exemplifies it with a rigorously selected and analyzed set of narratives, and imparts
narrative skills politicians and public servants need in their careers. Governing Fables turns to
narratology, the inter-disciplinary study of narrative, for a conceptual framework that is applied to a
set of narratives engaging life within public organizations, focusing on works produced during the
last twenty-five years in the US and UK. The genres discussed include British government narratives
inspired by and reacting to Yes Minister, British appeasement narratives, American political
narratives, the Cuban Missile Crisis narrative, jury decision-making narratives, and heroic teacher
narratives. In each genre lessons are presented regarding both effective management and essential
narrative skills. Governing Fables is intended for public management and political science scholars
and practitioners interested in leadership and management, as well as readers drawn to the political
subject matter and to the genre of political films, novels, and television series.
  political calculus meaning: Advice and Dissent Alan S. Blinder, 2018-03-27 A bestselling
economist tells us what both politicians and economists must learn to fix America's failing economic
policies American economic policy ranks as something between bad and disgraceful. As leading
economist Alan S. Blinder argues, a crucial cultural divide separates economic and political
civilizations. Economists and politicians often talk -- and act -- at cross purposes: politicians typically



seek economists' advice only to support preconceived notions, not to learn what economists actually
know or believe. Politicians naturally worry about keeping constituents happy and winning elections.
Some are devoted to an ideology. Economists sometimes overlook the real human costs of what may
seem to be the obviously best policy -- to a calculating machine. In Advice and Dissent, Blinder
shows how both sides can shrink the yawning gap between good politics and good economics and
encourage the hardheaded but softhearted policies our country so desperately needs.
  political calculus meaning: Transitional Justice Ruti G. Teitel, 2002-03-28 At the century's
end, societies all over the world are throwing off the yoke of authoritarian rule and beginning to
build democracies. At any such time of radical change, the question arises: should a society punish
its ancien regime or let bygones be bygones? Transitional Justice takes this question to a new level
with an interdisciplinary approach that challenges the very terms of the contemporary debate. Ruti
Teitel explores the recurring dilemma of how regimes should respond to evil rule, arguing against
the prevailing view favoring punishment, yet contending that the law nevertheless plays a profound
role in periods of radical change. Pursuing a comparative and historical approach, she presents a
compelling analysis of constitutional, legislative, and administrative responses to injustice following
political upheaval. She proposes a new normative conception of justice--one that is highly
politicized--offering glimmerings of the rule of law that, in her view, have become symbols of liberal
transition. Its challenge to the prevailing assumptions about transitional periods makes this timely
and provocative book essential reading for policymakers and scholars of revolution and new
democracies.
  political calculus meaning: Think Tanks in Australia Trent Hagland, 2023-03-22 This book
provides the most comprehensive study of the Australian think-tank industry to date. Drawing on
empirical evidence, it first assesses the structure of the industry, the methods think tanks use to
persuade policymakers, and public perceptions of their effectiveness. The book then proceeds to
examine three unique policy cases to analyse think tank influence on policymaking. It argues that
whilst think tanks play important roles in Australia’s policy process, their impacts vary depending on
their approach and objectives. The book also demonstrates that policymakers with contrasting
ideological orientations diverge in their assessments of the utility and influence of think tanks. It will
appeal to students and scholars of public policy, and practitioners in public administration and
governance.
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