how to remove calculus on teeth at home

how to remove calculus on teeth at home is a common concern for many individuals seeking to
maintain their dental hygiene without frequent visits to the dentist. Calculus, also known as tartar, is
hardened plaque that can form on teeth if not adequately removed through regular brushing and
flossing. While professional dental cleanings are essential for overall oral health, there are effective
methods to help manage and reduce calculus buildup at home. This article will explore various
techniques, tools, and home remedies for removing calculus on teeth, as well as preventative
measures to minimize future buildup.
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Understanding Calculus and Its Formation

Calculus formation is a common issue that arises from plaque, a sticky film of bacteria that forms on
the teeth. If plaque is not removed through proper oral hygiene, it can harden into calculus within
24 to 72 hours. Understanding how calculus forms can help individuals take proactive steps to
manage their oral health.

Calculus can appear in two forms: supragingival calculus, which forms above the gum line, and
subgingival calculus, which forms below the gum line. Both types can lead to various dental issues,
including gum disease, cavities, and bad breath. Factors that contribute to the formation of calculus
include poor oral hygiene, diet high in sugars and starches, and certain medical conditions that
affect saliva production.

Effective Home Remedies for Removing Calculus

While professional dental cleanings are crucial for removing hardened calculus, several home
remedies can assist in reducing and managing calculus buildup between visits. Here are some
effective methods:

Baking Soda and Water Paste

Baking soda is a natural abrasive that can help scrub away plaque and calculus. To create a paste,
mix one tablespoon of baking soda with a small amount of water until it forms a thick consistency.



Use this paste to brush your teeth gently, focusing on areas with visible tartar.

Vinegar Rinse

White vinegar has natural antibacterial properties and can help dissolve calculus. Mix equal parts of
water and white vinegar, and use it as a mouthwash after brushing. This rinse can help neutralize
oral bacteria and reduce tartar buildup.

Hydrogen Peroxide Solution

Hydrogen peroxide can be effective in whitening teeth and reducing bacteria. Create a mouth rinse
by mixing equal parts of hydrogen peroxide and water. Swish it around in your mouth for about 30
seconds before spitting it out. Do not swallow this solution.

Tools and Techniques for Dental Hygiene

In addition to home remedies, utilizing the right tools and techniques is essential for effective dental
hygiene. Here are some tools that can help in removing calculus at home:

Electric Toothbrush

An electric toothbrush can provide a more thorough cleaning compared to a manual toothbrush. The
oscillating motion helps to remove plaque and calculus effectively. Aim for at least two minutes of
brushing twice a day.

Dental Scalers

Dental scalers are tools designed to remove plaque and calculus from teeth. While care should be
taken when using these tools, they can be effective if used correctly. It is advisable to watch
instructional videos or consult a dental professional before attempting to use a dental scaler at
home.

Floss and Interdental Brushes

Flossing is a crucial step in maintaining oral hygiene, as it helps remove food particles and plaque
from between teeth. Interdental brushes can also be beneficial for cleaning hard-to-reach areas. Use
these tools daily to prevent calculus buildup.

Preventative Measures to Avoid Calculus Buildup

Prevention is always better than cure, especially when it comes to dental health. Implementing good



oral hygiene practices can significantly reduce the risk of calculus formation. Here are some
preventative measures:

¢ Regular Brushing: Brush your teeth at least twice a day with fluoride toothpaste to remove
plaque before it hardens into calculus.

e Consistent Flossing: Floss daily to remove food particles and plaque between teeth, where
toothbrushes may not reach.

e Healthy Diet: Maintain a diet low in sugars and acids, which can contribute to plaque
buildup. Incorporate crunchy fruits and vegetables that can help clean teeth.

e Stay Hydrated: Drinking plenty of water helps wash away food particles and bacteria in the
mouth.

¢ Regular Dental Check-ups: Visit your dentist at least twice a year for professional cleanings
and check-ups.

When to Seek Professional Help

While home remedies and good oral hygiene practices can help manage calculus, there are times
when professional intervention is necessary. If you notice the following signs, it may be time to
consult with a dentist:

e Visible tartar buildup despite regular brushing and flossing.
¢ Bleeding or swollen gums when brushing or flossing.
e Persistent bad breath or an unpleasant taste in the mouth.

e Loosening teeth or changes in bite.

Professional dental cleanings are the most effective way to remove calculus, as dental hygienists
have the necessary tools and expertise to perform thorough cleanings safely.

Conclusion

Managing calculus on teeth at home requires a combination of effective home remedies, proper
dental tools, and preventative measures. By understanding how calculus forms and taking proactive
steps to maintain oral hygiene, individuals can significantly reduce their risk of plaque buildup and
associated dental issues. While home care is essential, regular visits to a dental professional remain
crucial for optimal oral health. Implementing these strategies can lead to a healthier smile and
improved overall well-being.



Q: What is calculus on teeth?

A: Calculus, also known as tartar, is a hardened form of dental plaque that forms on teeth due to the
mineralization of plaque deposits. It can lead to dental issues if not removed through proper dental
hygiene practices.

Q: Can I remove calculus at home completely?

A: While home remedies can help manage and reduce calculus buildup, complete removal is best
achieved through professional dental cleanings, as dental hygienists have specialized tools to
effectively remove tartar.

Q: How often should I brush my teeth to prevent calculus
buildup?

A: Tt is recommended to brush your teeth at least twice a day for two minutes each time, using
fluoride toothpaste to help prevent plaque and calculus formation.

Q: Are there any risks to using dental scalers at home?

A: Yes, using dental scalers at home can pose risks if not done correctly. Inappropriate use may lead
to gum damage or injury. It is advisable to consult with a dental professional before using any dental
tools at home.

Q: What foods should I avoid to reduce calculus buildup?

A: To reduce calculus buildup, avoid foods high in sugars and acids, such as candies, sodas, and
processed snacks, which can contribute to plaque formation.

Q: How can I maintain healthy gums to prevent calculus?

A: Maintaining healthy gums involves regular brushing and flossing, using antibacterial mouthwash,
eating a balanced diet, and scheduling regular dental check-ups.

Q: What is the difference between plaque and calculus?

A: Plaque is a soft, sticky film of bacteria that forms on teeth, while calculus is hardened plaque that
develops when plaque is not removed and mineralizes over time. Calculus is much harder and
requires professional cleaning to remove.



Q: Can mouthwash help in removing calculus?

A: Mouthwash can help reduce bacteria in the mouth and freshen breath, but it is not effective in
removing established calculus. It should be used as a supplement to regular brushing and flossing.

Q: How can I tell if I have calculus on my teeth?

A: Signs of calculus include rough spots on teeth, discoloration, bad breath, and bleeding gums. A
dentist can provide a definitive diagnosis during a check-up.

Q: Is it possible to prevent calculus altogether?

A: While it may not be possible to completely prevent calculus formation, maintaining good oral
hygiene practices, such as regular brushing, flossing, and dental visits, can significantly reduce its
buildup.
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Rabbits, and Rodents Steven E. Crow, Sally O. Walshaw, Jennifer Boyle, 2011-11-16 Manual of
Clinical Procedures in Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, and Rodents is the third edition of this esteemed
veterinary medicine classic. The Third Edition offers readers expanded coverage of small exotic
mammals such as gerbils, hamsters, and guinea pigs, alongside a thorough revision of the common
procedures for dogs, cats, and rabbits. Organized in the same user-friendly format of earlier
editions, the Manual is an essential purchase for small and exotic animal veterinarians and
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Veterinary Practice Victoria Aspinall, 2013-04-05 Clinical Procedures in Small Animal Veterinary
Practice is your straightforward refresher in basic veterinary procedures. If as a veterinary student
or graduate have you ever struggled to connect all your learning to concrete clinical practice, or felt
an overpowering and urgent need for a quick, clear and reliable reprisal of basic clinical procedures,
then this is the book for you. All the clinical procedures fundamental to the success of the student
and practitioner are covered in clear, step-by-step format and with a wealth of colour illustrations
for maximum clarity and understanding. Dogs, cats, rabbits and avian species are all dealt with.
Everything you need to know about basic procedures, but may have been afraid to ask, is presented
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how to remove calculus on teeth at home: Basic Guide to Dental Procedures Carole Hollins,
2024-04-05 The essential guide to dental practice returns in an updated form Basic Guide to Dental
Procedures serves as essential overview of procedures for members of a practice team, whether in
general or specialized practice. Updated to reflect cutting-edge practices and new clinical research,
it remains a must-own for dental care providers. Each chapter retains the familiar structure of
providing the reason for the procedures, step-by-step guidance on carrying out the procedure, and
advice for the long-term maintenance of the results. Readers of the third edition of Basic Guide to
Dental Procedures will also find: A new chapter on treatment under conscious sedation Additional
and updated sections on subjects including dietary advice, vitality tests, implants. thermoplastic
dentures, and more Color images throughout procedure stages, with before and after views where
possible Basic Guide to Dental Procedures is an ideal reference and study guide for dental nurses
and other practitioners across the dental practice.

how to remove calculus on teeth at home: Small Animal Dental Equipment, Materials, and
Techniques Jan Bellows, 2019-07-18 Die 2. Auflage von Small Animal Dental Equipment, Materials,
and Techniques wurde uberarbeitet, aktualisiert und um die neuesten Entwicklungen in der
veterinar-zahnarztlichen Praxis erganzt. - Umfassendes Referenzwerk fur zahnarztliche
Behandlungen in der Tierarztpraxis. - Bietet wertvolle Unterstiitzung bei der Auswahl von
zahnarztlichen Geraten, Instrumenten und Materialien. - Erlautert eine Reihe von Begriffen und
Techniken aus der Zahnheilkunde. - Mit einer Fiille neuer Abbildungen. - Legt den Nachdruck auf
Informationen der Zahnheilkunde, die fur Veterinare relevant sind.
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P. Tilley, Francis W. K. Smith, Jr., Meg M. Sleeper, Benjamin M. Brainard, 2021-03-11 Want access
to this book online? The full book content is also available as part of VetConsult, an online
subscription platform with a powerful search function. Find out more at
www.wiley.com/learn/vetconsult and subscribe today at vetconsult.wiley.com/subscription. THE
VERY LATEST INFORMATION ON DISEASES AND CLINICAL PROBLEMS IN DOGS AND CATS
Blackwell’s Five-Minute Veterinary Consult: Canine and Feline, 7th Edition provides up-to-date
information on feline and canine disease in the familiar, popular, and trusted 5-Minute Veterinary
Consult format. This reference puts all the necessary information regarding common diseases and
conditions in dogs and cats at the reader’s fingertips. Covering 845 specific disorders, Blackwell’s
Five-Minute Veterinary Consult is the most comprehensive and timely reference on canine and feline
medicine available today. It is carefully designed for fast and easy access to vital and accurate
information. The companion website allows the reader to access more than 350 downloadable client
education handouts, as well as images and video clips. The book makes it easy to find essential
details on: 845 different diseases and conditions, from amebiasis to zinc toxicosis Diagnosis Common
treatments and prognoses Blackwell's Five-Minute Veterinary Consult: Canine and Feline is the
leading quick-access reference for veterinary practitioners and students everywhere.

how to remove calculus on teeth at home: The New Harvard Guide to Women’s Health
Karen J. Carlson M.D., Stephanie A. Eisenstat M.D., Terra Ziporyn Ph.D., 2004-04-06 This exhaustive
resource offers information on everything from adolescent acne to menopause in the belief that
better-informed women can have better partnerships with their physicians.
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Small Animal Dentistry Cecilia Gorrel, 2008-04-22 This title is directed primarily towards health
care professionals outside of the United States. Dental cases form a significant part of any general
practitioner's case load. Small Animal Dentistry will help practitioners to handle these cases in an
effective way, minimising the frustrations and stress that can be associated with unsatisfactory
technique. It will also help to identify what is possible and practical for the general practitioner and
what is best left to a referral specialist. - Unique new cased-based approach relating essential theory
to clinical practice - Modern, highly designed and illustrated so key information can be seen at a
glance - Self testing, MCQs and remediation means these books are ideally suited for CPD or as an
exam revision aid - Essential for all general small animal veterinary practitioners and students
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how to remove calculus on teeth at home: The New Harvard Guide to Women’s Health
Karen J. Carlson, Stephanie A. Eisenstat, Terra Diane Ziporyn, 2004-04-30 With complete
information on women's health concerns, physical and behavioral, this A-Z reference brings the
topics up-to-date for a new generation of readers.
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part of nearly 40 percent of United States households. With this in mind, author Linda P. Case has
written the definitive textbook on dogs and their care. Completely updated and revised, the second
edition of The Dog covers four areas of compelling interest: the bond between dogs and humans,
canine behavior, canine health and disease, and canine nutrition. Aiming to enhance the human-dog
bond, author Case uses clear, understandable writing to explain selective breeding, training
principles, solution to common behavior problems, diet and nutrition, and preventative health care.
Case liberally uses distinctive figures and tables, current references plus suggested readings, and a
thorough glossary to aid in comprehension. More in-depth that most dog books, The Dog will prove
to be an indispensable tool for undergraduate companion animal courses, veterinary technician
courses, and dog care/training courses. In addition, it will serve as a valuable resource for
professional breeders, trainers, exhibitors, and veterinary clinicians.

how to remove calculus on teeth at home: The Practical Patient Guide to Saving Money
at the Dentist Office and Proven Methods for Pain-Free Dentistry! Meir Aviram, 2009-03-20
The Practical Guide to Saving Money at the Dentist Office and Proven Methods for Pain Free
Dentistry by Dr. Aviram presents an accessible, no-nonsense guide to understanding why dentistry is
so expensive and what you can do to save money, time, and your oral health. Including thorough
explanations about treatments you can save on from simple fillings to cosmetic dentistry and dental
implants, the author reveals critical information you need to know in order to save on costs without
compromising on quality.The trade secrets exposed in this illustrated, easy to understand guide, will
help you take advantage of how dentists think and operate. Written with humor and blunt frankness,
Dr. Aviram shows readers how to make their dental experiences as affordable and painless as
possible, and empowers you to take control of your mouth and your wallet.

how to remove calculus on teeth at home: Blackwell's Five-Minute Veterinary Consult
Clinical Companion Heidi B. Lobprise, 2021-06-15 Die neu uiberarbeitete dritte Auflage von
Blackwell's Five-Minute Veterinary Consult Clinical Companion: Small Animal Dentistry ist ein
erstklassiges ubersichtliches Handbuch zu allen Aspekten der Kleintierzahnheilkunde. Das Buch
bietet einen umfassenden Uberblick iiber neue Technologien und Techniken sowie eine aktualisierte
Systematik und Terminologie. Die Leser erhalten einen schnellen Zugriff auf grundlegendes Wissen
und detaillierte Anleitungen fiir zahlreiche Techniken in der Kleintierzahnheilkunde. Neue
Technologien wie digitale Rontgenaufnahmen und hochentwickelte Bildgebungsverfahren sowie
neue Techniken, z. B. die regionale Blocktechnik, werden zusammen mit den aktuellsten
Behandlungsinformationen vorgestellt ? so erhalten die Leser das am logischten aufgebaute
Nachschlagewerk in diesem Bereich. Auf der begleitenden Website stehen Videoclips und
Informationsblatter fiir die Tierhalter zur Verfiigung, die im geschaftigen Praxisalltag genutzt
werden konnen. Dieses Buch ist ein praktisches und unverzichtbares Nachschlagewerk fur
Veterinarmediziner in der allgemeinen Tierarztpraxis. Daruber hinaus bietet es: * Eine ausfiihrliche
Beschreibung der Diagnostik in der Kleintierzahnheilkunde: orale Untersuchung und
Bestandsaufnahme, parodontale Sondierung, Transillumination, intraorale Rontgenaufnahmen und
hochentwickelte Bildgebungstechniken * Eine Erlauterung der in der Kleintierzahnheilkunde
angewandten Techniken wie Zahnreinigung, Wurzelglattung und Behandlung von
Parodontaltaschen, Zahnfleischlappen, Extraktionstechniken und Behandlung von Zahnschmerzen *
Analysen zahlreicher entwicklungsbedingter oraler und dentaler Probleme, z. B. retinierter
Milchzahne, dentigeroser Zysten und palatinaler Defekte Blackwell's Five-Minute Veterinary Consult
Clinical Companion: Small Animal Dentistry ist nicht nur ein perfektes Nachschlagewerk fur
Veterinarmediziner in der Kleintierpraxis und fur Tierarzthelferinnen und -helfer. Auch fur



Studierende der Veterinarmedizin, die mit einem kompakten Handbuch und schrittweise
dargestellten Verfahren ihre Kenntnisse der Kleintierzahnheilkunde verbessern mochten, ist das
Buch ein wertvoller Ratgeber.
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how to remove calculus on teeth at home: Dental Herbalism Leslie M. Alexander, Linda A.
Straub-Bruce, 2014-06-30 A comprehensive practical reference to herbal dental care for all ages *
Details the use of 41 safe and effective herbs for the mouth * Explores 47 common conditions that
affect the mouth, such as gingivitis, periodontitis, acid reflux, and tooth loss ¢ Provides recipes for
herbal toothpastes, mouth rinses, pain-relieving poultices, and teas for prevention and daily care °
Examines infant and toddler oral care, including remedies for teething and thrush Our oral health is
intimately linked with our overall health and well-being. In this practical guide to herbal dental care,
medical herbalist Leslie Alexander and registered dental hygienist Linda Straub-Bruce detail how to
use 41 safe and effective herbs for the mouth for optimum oral health, prevention of decay and
inflammation, and relief from pain and discomfort. The authors provide recipes for herbal
toothpastes and rinses, poultices for pain and inflammation, and teas and tinctures for intervention,
prevention, and daily care. They explain how recent research confirms the link between poor oral
health and many diseases, such as diabetes, stroke, and heart disease. They examine the risk
factors, symptoms, causes, and herbal preventives and remedies for 47 common conditions that
affect the mouth, such as gingivitis, periodontitis, bruxism, acid reflux/GERD, and tooth loss. They
explore the complete anatomy of the mouth and explain proper brushing, flossing, and
tongue-cleaning techniques to prevent tooth decay and gum disease and maintain bridges, implants,
and braces. The authors address the importance of diet and nutrition in oral health as well as
controversial topics including fluoride. They provide an in-depth chapter on pregnancy, infant, and
childhood oral care, including herbal remedies for teething and thrush. Ideal for those looking to
improve their own oral health, herbalists looking to address the root cause of systemic inflammation,
or dental professionals searching for natural alternatives, this authoritative yet practical guide
empowers each of us to reclaim the health of our mouths and sustain a full, strong set of teeth for a
lifetime.
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Debbie S. Robinson, 2017-03-16 Learn dental assisting top to bottom from the best, with the most
comprehensive, most current, and most trusted text available. For more than 40 years, students and
practitioners alike have relied on Modern Dental Assisting for its cutting-edge content, easy-to-grasp
writing style, step-by-step procedures, engaging learning features, and top-notch visuals to master
all aspects of dental assisting. The 12th edition showcases a brand-new illustration program and
content on technological advances, public health and access to care, teledentistry, infection control
guidelines, the Zika virus, Ebola, the oral-systemic health connection, and much more. Written by
trusted experts Doni Bird and Debbie Robinson, this is the all-in-one learning resource you need to
stay ahead of the curve in the modern world of dental assisting. Comprehensive, cutting edge
content provides a single, start-to-finish source for dental assisting training. Step-by-step procedures
use color coding, key-step icons, and clinical photos to demonstrate key dental assisting
competencies for both general and expanded functions — detailing for each the equipment and
supplies, chronological steps, and rationales. 70 procedural videos with questions and answers
provide you with unlimited practice for clinical encounters. UNIQUE! Interactive Dental Office
program features 25 in-depth case studies with questions, online periodontal charting, and
radiographic mounting exercises to help you problem-solve their way through a wide variety of
dental conditions and procedures. Recall and Critical Thinking questions in each chapter as well as
self-assessment questions and an online mock exam provide robust opportunities for practice and
application. Feature boxes on CDC guidelines, patient education, law and ethics, and future trends
summarize recommendations and key applications in practice. Chapter key terms are defined at the
beginning of each chapter, highlighted within text discussions, and cross-referenced to chapters



within the glossary. Learning and performance outcomes help you focus on goals, serve as
checkpoints for comprehension and skills mastery, and provide study tools for exam preparation.
NEW! Content on the latest topics affecting dental assisting practice includes technological
advancements, public health and access to care, teledentistry, infection control guidelines, the Zika
virus, Ebola, the oral-systemic health connection, and much more. Revised art program provides
vivid original renderings of dental anatomy tooth morphology and dental imaging, along with
modern and improved photos of the latest products, equipment, and instruments.
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veterinary dentistry. Provides current, comprehensive information on veterinary dentistry
Encompasses rudimentary tenets of the field as well as advanced techniques Presents the
state-of-the-art in veterinary dentistry, with all topics fully updated, revised, and expanded to reflect
current knowledge Written by leading veterinary dental specialists and edited by luminaries in the
field Includes more images and color throughout to support the text “The second edition of Wiggs'’s
Veterinary Dentistry: Principles and Practice is an updated and comprehensive guide to all things
related to the assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of the oral cavity in canine and feline
patients....Overall, this book will be a good resource for any small animal practice or practitioner
who performs veterinary dentistry.” - JAVMA Vol 255 No. 6

how to remove calculus on teeth at home: Learning about Your Oral Health: Grades 4-6 ,
1980

how to remove calculus on teeth at home: Over 55 Theodore. G. Duncan, 2021-12-24 A
study into the increasing needs of the population aged 55 years and over, by a group of experts,
mostly physicians from Pennsylvania Hospital,Philadelphia; to explain in an understandable manner
some of the medical, social, emotional, financial and legal matters that concern this age group.
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