
calculus formation teeth

calculus formation teeth is a dental condition that affects many individuals, forming hardened deposits on the
surfaces of teeth. This condition, commonly known as tartar, develops from the accumulation of plaque—a
sticky film of bacteria that adheres to the teeth. Understanding the formation of calculus is crucial for
maintaining oral health, as it can lead to various dental issues, including gum disease and tooth decay if not
managed properly. In this article, we will explore the causes and types of calculus formation, the impact it has
on dental health, effective prevention strategies, and treatment options. By gaining insight into calculus
formation teeth, individuals can take proactive steps to protect their smiles.
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What is Calculus Formation?

Calculus formation refers to the process where plaque, a soft and sticky film of bacteria, hardens on the
teeth due to mineral deposits from saliva. When plaque is not removed through regular brushing and flossing, it
can calcify and form calculus, also known as tartar. This hardened substance adheres firmly to the tooth
surface, making it difficult to remove without professional dental intervention.

Calculus can form both above and below the gum line and is typically yellow or brown in color. Its presence
not only affects the aesthetics of a person's smile but also creates an environment conducive to further
plaque accumulation and bacterial growth.

Types of Calculus

Understanding the different types of calculus is essential for effective dental care. There are two primary
types of calculus formation: supragingival calculus and subgingival calculus.

Supragingival Calculus

Supragingival calculus is located above the gum line and is often visible on the teeth. It usually appears in
areas where saliva flow is high, such as the buccal surfaces of the molars. This type of calculus can be
relatively easier to remove through regular dental cleanings.

Subgingival Calculus

Subgingival calculus forms below the gum line and is more challenging to detect and remove. It can lead to



significant periodontal issues, as it is often associated with gum disease. This type of calculus may require
more intensive treatments, such as scaling and root planing, performed by a dental professional.

Causes of Calculus Formation

The formation of calculus is primarily caused by poor oral hygiene practices. When plaque is allowed to
remain on the teeth, it can quickly harden into calculus. Several factors can contribute to the accumulation
of plaque and subsequent calculus formation:

Poor Oral Hygiene: Inadequate brushing and flossing allow plaque to build up on teeth.

Diet: A diet high in sugars and carbohydrates can promote plaque formation.

Salivary Composition: Some individuals may have saliva that is more conducive to calculus formation
due to higher levels of certain minerals.

Smoking and Tobacco Use: These habits can increase plaque accumulation and calculus formation.

Medical Conditions: Certain health issues, such as diabetes, can influence oral health and calculus
formation.

Effects of Calculus on Dental Health

The presence of calculus can have significant negative effects on dental health. One of the primary concerns is
its role in the development of periodontal disease. When calculus accumulates, it creates a rough surface
that traps more plaque and bacteria, leading to inflammation of the gums.

Additionally, calculus can cause:

Gum Disease: Inflammation and infection of the gums can lead to gingivitis and periodontitis.

Tooth Decay: The bacteria in plaque and calculus can produce acids that erode tooth enamel, leading
to cavities.

Bad Breath: Accumulated plaque and calculus contribute to halitosis, or bad breath.

Tooth Loss: Advanced periodontal disease resulting from untreated calculus can lead to tooth
mobility and loss.

Prevention Strategies

Preventing calculus formation is essential for maintaining optimal dental health. Effective strategies include:

Regular Brushing: Brush teeth at least twice a day with fluoride toothpaste to remove plaque.

Flossing Daily: Flossing helps remove plaque from between teeth where toothbrushes cannot reach.

Regular Dental Checkups: Professional cleanings and examinations help remove calculus and detect
issues early.



Healthy Diet: Limit sugary and acidic foods that contribute to plaque formation.

Quit Smoking: Reducing tobacco use can improve oral health and reduce calculus formation.

Treatment Options

When calculus forms, treatment is necessary to restore dental health. The most common treatment options
include:

Dental Cleanings: Regular cleanings by a dental hygienist can remove both plaque and calculus.

Scaling and Root Planing: A deep cleaning procedure that removes calculus from below the gum line.

Antimicrobial Treatments: Medications may be used to reduce bacteria in the mouth and treat gum disease.

Follow-up Care: Maintaining good oral hygiene post-treatment is crucial to prevent recurrence.

Conclusion

Understanding calculus formation teeth is vital for anyone looking to maintain their dental health. By
recognizing the causes, types, and effects of calculus, individuals can take active steps to prevent its
formation. Regular dental visits and good oral hygiene practices play a crucial role in managing calculus and
protecting against associated dental issues. By prioritizing oral care, individuals can enjoy a healthier smile
and prevent the complications that arise from untreated calculus.

Q: What is calculus formation in dental terms?

A: Calculus formation refers to the hardening of dental plaque into tartar on the teeth due to mineral
deposits from saliva. It occurs when plaque is not removed through regular oral hygiene practices.

Q: How can I prevent calculus formation?

A: Preventing calculus formation involves maintaining good oral hygiene by brushing twice daily, flossing,
limiting sugary foods, and visiting the dentist regularly for cleanings and checkups.

Q: What are the consequences of having calculus on my teeth?

A: The consequences of calculus on teeth include gum disease, tooth decay, bad breath, and potential tooth
loss if left untreated.

Q: Can calculus be removed at home?

A: While regular brushing and flossing can help prevent calculus buildup, once calculus has formed, it
typically requires professional dental cleaning for removal.



Q: Are there different types of calculus that can form on teeth?

A: Yes, there are two main types of calculus: supragingival calculus, which forms above the gum line, and
subgingival calculus, which forms below the gum line and is more difficult to remove.

Q: Is calculus formation linked to any health conditions?

A: Yes, certain health conditions such as diabetes and dry mouth can increase the risk of calculus formation
due to changes in saliva production and oral environment.

Q: How often should I visit the dentist to prevent calculus buildup?

A: It is generally recommended to visit the dentist at least twice a year for cleanings and checkups to
effectively prevent calculus buildup and maintain oral health.

Q: Can calculus affect my overall health?

A: Yes, untreated gum disease caused by calculus can lead to systemic health issues, including heart disease
and diabetes, demonstrating the importance of maintaining oral health.

Q: What treatments are available for calculus removal?

A: Treatments for calculus removal include professional dental cleanings, scaling and root planing, and
antimicrobial treatments to address any underlying gum disease.

Q: How can I maintain a calculus-free mouth?

A: Maintaining a calculus-free mouth involves practicing diligent oral hygiene, including brushing, flossing, a
balanced diet, and regular dental visits to ensure plaque does not harden into calculus.
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dental health team members and by dental hygiene and dental students so strategies can be applied
to better understand the patient's risk for oral disease and how to prevent future disease. Identifies
the barriers, oral health care needs, and preventive strategies for special populations such as
children, the elderly, and the physically or mentally disabled. Explores the development of a
culturally sensitive dental practice and strategies to make the dental environment more welcoming
to individuals with different cultural backgrounds. Discusses how to gather patient information, the
synthesis of the patient's data, and the application of the information collected in order to evaluate
the patient's risk for disease.
  calculus formation teeth: 100 Questions & Answers About Kidney Dialysis Lawrence E.
Stam, 2009-07-06 Whether you are a newly diagnosed patient with chronic kidney disease, or have a
friend or relative undergoing kidney dialysis, this book offers help. 100 Questions & Answers About
Kidney Dialysis gives authoritative, practical answers to your questions about kidney dialysis,
including preparation, nutrition, complications, and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Insider tips and
advice are given from both physicians and actual patients making this book an invaluable resource
for the 20 million Americans coping with the physical and emotional turmoil of this disease. © 2010 |
241 pages
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Takei, Perry R. Klokkevold, Fermin A. Carranza, 2011-02-14 The most widely used periodontics text,
Carranza's Clinical Periodontology provides both print and online access to basic procedures as well
as the latest in advanced procedures and techniques in reconstructive, esthetic, and implant
therapy. Not only does this book show how to do periodontal procedures, it describes how to best
manage the outcomes and explains the evidence supporting each treatment. Written by leading
experts Michael Newman, Henry Takei, Perry Klokkevold, and Fermin Carranza, along with a pool of
international contributors, this edition also discusses the close connection between oral health and
systemic disease. A new Expert Consult website includes the entire, fully searchable contents of the
book, and takes learning to a whole new level with content updates, videos, a drug database, and
much more. Comprehensive coverage describes all aspects of periodontics in a single volume,
including periodontal pathology, the etiology of periodontal diseases, the relationship between
periodontal disease and systemic health, treatment of periodontal diseases, oral implantology,
supportive treatment, and ethics, legal, and practical matters. Problem-solving, scenario-based
learning opportunities use well-documented case reports to help you learn both basic and advanced
procedures and techniques. 'Speed to competence' is enhanced with access to print, online, and
mobile platforms. A unique approach combines evidence-based decision-making, science transfer,
and classification/nomenclature throughout every chapter. A one-of-a-kind Genetic Factors and
Periodontal Disease chapter examines the role of genetic factors in gum disease. In-depth
information serves as an excellent foundation in preparing for the National Board Dental Exam.
Expert Consult website offers fast, reliable online access to advanced material, videos, an image
collection, a drug database, interactive flash cards, multiple-choice test questions, interactive
references, and Pathology Consult -- plus, the entire contents of the book are fully searchable. Find
core information in the book; additional, advanced information is provided online. Consult your book
from any computer, anywhere in the world, for the entire life of this edition. Keep current with
regular updates of the latest periodontal news and information. Follow links from biographical
citations to the corresponding MEDLINE abstracts. See a comprehensive library of pathology
photos. Coverage of the latest advances includes the emerging link between periodontal disease and
systemic health. Full-color illustrations depict the newest developments in surgical technology. A
new Multidisciplinary Approach to Dental and Periodontal Problems chapter discusses the
importance of collaborative care in the practice of periodontics. Etiology of Periodontal Diseases
(Part 4) provides a more comprehensive background in periodontal anatomy, physiology, and
pathogenesis.
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Schepartz, Sherry C. Fox, Chryssi Bourbou, 2009 In addition to including stimulating case studies,



ranging in date from the Palaeolithic to modern periods, the 17 chapters in this book provide an
overview of bioarchaeological research across Greece and Cyprus.
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Sivapathasundharam, 2012-06-30 The periodic and timely revisions of Shafer's Textbook of Oral
Pathology have brought out a treatise, well conceived and written with the aim of updating students
all necessary nuances of the specialty. The scope of the present edition is an extension of this goal
aimed at understanding the disease processes at more fundamental level, the impetus being those in
the maxillofacial region. The book highlights the etiopathogenesis and clinical presentation of oral
diseases and focuses on a variety of diseases commonly encountered in clinical practice. Salient
Features - Extensively revised and updated chapters - Temporomandibular Joint Diseases section
completely rewritten - Physical and Chemical Injuries of the Oral Cavity chapter updated - Extensive
revision of Dental Caries and Forensic Odontology chapters - Advanced information scattered
throughout the book in highlighted boxes New to this edition - General account on stem cells with
particular reference to odontogenic stem cells - Histological grading of oral squamous cell
carcinoma - Genetic basis of oral cancer - Adenocarcinoma NOS - Reclassification of odontogenic
keratocyst into neoplasm - Lichenoid reaction - Bisphosphonate therapy - Hematopoietic stem cell -
Laboratory findings of SLE - Influence of decalcification in tissue processing and additional account
on hard tissue processing
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Status of Prehistoric Ontario Pre-Iroquois and Iroquois Populations J. R. Patterson, David
Kingsnorth, 1984-01-01 A comparative study on the oral health of Pre-Iroquois and Iroquois
populations from three southern Ontario skeletal samples. The samples originated from the
LeVesconte Mound, whose time frame was just prior to the emergence of effective maize
horticulture, the Bennett site, dating just prior to the Middle Ontario Iroquois cultural horizon
during which time some investigators suggest that the Ontario Iroquois became heavily dependent
upon maize horticulture, and the Kleinburg ossuary, representative of a late proto-historic Ontario
Iroquois population. Published in English.
  calculus formation teeth: A Text-book of Dental Pathology and Therapeutics Henry H.
Burchard, 1920
  calculus formation teeth: Fundamentals of Periodontology Rameshwari Singhal, 2017-01-01
Fundamentals of Periodontology is a comprehensive, up-to-date and user-friendly textbook designed
to provide undergraduate students a platform to prepare for academic and competitive examinations
as well as help busy dental clinicians upgrade their knowledge and give their patients the highest
level of periodontal care.
  calculus formation teeth: Periodontology for the Dental Hygienist - E-Book Dorothy A. Perry,
Phyllis L. Beemsterboer, Gwendolyn Essex, 2015-06-15 - Updated content focuses on hot topics
including the ever-increasing link between oral and systemic health, the link between physical
fitness and periodontal health, caries detection, the use of lasers, collaboration with orthodontists in
the use of temporary anchorage devices (TADs), dental implants, and drug therapies. - NEW content
on prognosis includes information on the effectiveness of periodontal therapy, bringing together the
data supporting maintenance therapy for prevention of tooth loss and attachment loss. - NEW!
Clinical Considerations boxes demonstrate how theories, facts, and research relate to everyday
practice. - NEW! Dental Hygiene Considerations at the end of each chapter summarize key clinical
content with a bulleted list of take-away points. - Expanded student resources on the Evolve
companion website include clinical case studies, practice quizzes, flashcards, and image
identification exercises.
  calculus formation teeth: Newman and Carranza's Clinical Periodontology for the
Dental Hygienist Michael G. Newman, Gwendolyn Essex, Lory Laughter, Satheesh Elangovan,
2020-03-24 **Textbook and Academic Authors Association (TAA) Most Promising New Textbook
Award Winner, 2024**The complete health-focused approach makes this a must-have instructional
resource to support you throughout your Dental Hygiene educational program and beyond. Based on



the trusted content in Newman and Carranza's Clinical Periodontology, the most widely used
periodontal textbook in the world, this resource provides the most up-to-date, complete, and
essential information. The broad range of content covers everything from the biology of the
periodontium – how it's structured and the functions it serves, the new classification of periodontal
disease, the link between periodontal disease and systemic health, and more. An extensive clinical
section contains a complete guide to everything from procedure instrumentation to patient
management at the point of care. Full color photos, illustrations, radiographs show how to perform
periodontal procedures. Case based practice questions and skill evaluation checklists promote
board-exam readiness. The clear instruction and health-focused approach provides support
throughout the Dental Hygiene program and beyond. - Online student and educator support on
Evolve. - Dental hygiene emphasis and relevance provides solid foundational content. -
Comprehensive topic coverage focuses on the translation of the science to evidence-based practice
and clinical decision making. - Extensive full-color photos and illustrations clearly demonstrate core
concepts and reinforce important principles. - Case-based clinical scenarios incorporated throughout
the book mimic the patient case format used in credentialing exams. - Many new and important
chapters on periimplantitis, resolving inflammation, evidence-based decision making, and critical
thinking. - Robust art program of clinical images, charts, graphs, and unique illustrations enhances
engagement. - The most complete atlas of periodontal pathology ever offered for the dental
hygienist. - Key information and highlights presented as call out boxes.
  calculus formation teeth: Technical Manual United States. War Department, 1942
  calculus formation teeth: Carranza's Clinical Periodontology - E-Book Michael G.
Newman, Henry Takei, Perry R. Klokkevold, Fermin A. Carranza, 2014-09-18 The most widely used
periodontics text, Carranza's Clinical Periodontology provides both print and online access to basic
procedures as well as the latest in advanced procedures and techniques in reconstructive, esthetic,
and implant therapy. Not only does this book show how to do periodontal procedures, it describes
how to best manage the outcomes and explains the evidence supporting each treatment. Written by
leading experts Michael Newman, Henry Takei, Perry Klokkevold, and Fermin Carranza, along with
a pool of international contributors, this edition also discusses the close connection between oral
health and systemic disease. A new Expert Consult website includes the entire, fully searchable
contents of the book, and takes learning to a whole new level with content updates, videos, a drug
database, and much more. Comprehensive coverage describes all aspects of periodontics in a single
volume, including periodontal pathology, the etiology of periodontal diseases, the relationship
between periodontal disease and systemic health, treatment of periodontal diseases, oral
implantology, supportive treatment, and ethics, legal, and practical matters. Problem-solving,
scenario-based learning opportunities use well-documented case reports to help you learn both basic
and advanced procedures and techniques. 'Speed to competence' is enhanced with access to print,
online, and mobile platforms. A unique approach combines evidence-based decision-making, science
transfer, and classification/nomenclature throughout every chapter. A one-of-a-kind Genetic Factors
and Periodontal Disease chapter examines the role of genetic factors in gum disease. In-depth
information serves as an excellent foundation in preparing for the National Board Dental Exam.
Coverage of the latest advances includes the emerging link between periodontal disease and
systemic health. Full-color illustrations depict the newest developments in surgical technology. A
new Multidisciplinary Approach to Dental and Periodontal Problems chapter discusses the
importance of collaborative care in the practice of periodontics. Etiology of Periodontal Diseases
(Part 4) provides a more comprehensive background in periodontal anatomy, physiology, and
pathogenesis.
  calculus formation teeth: Human Reproduction Heide Schatten, 2017-03-06 In vitro
fertilization (IVF) and other assisted reproductive technologies (ART) have become a significant part
of human reproduction, with already one in 50 children worldwide being born through ART and the
demand steadily increasing. To accommodate the various kinds of infertility problems, new methods
have been developed to increase IVF and ART success rates and it has also become possible to treat



sperm, eggs, and embryos in culture to improve reproductive success, to increase the health state of
an embryo, and to prevent disease in the developing child. Human Reproduction: Updates and New
Horizons focuses on recent developments and new approaches to study egg and sperm cells and
embryo development, as well as addressing the increasing demand for IVF and ART to overcome
infertility problems of various kinds that are encountered by an increasing number of couples
worldwide. The book includes 10 chapters written by experts in their specific fields to provide
information on sperm selection techniques and their relevance to ART; In vitro maturation of human
oocytes: current practices and future promises; Molecular biology of endometriosis; Novel
immunological aspects for the treatment of age-induced ovarian and testicular infertility, other
functional diseases, and early and advanced cancer immunotherapy; Mitochondrial manipulation for
infertility treatment and disease prevention; Novel imaging techniques to assess gametes and
preimplantation embryos; Clinical application of methods to select in vitro fertilized embryos; New
horizons/developments in time-lapse morphokinetic analysis of mammalian embryos; The non-human
primate model for early human development; Cytoskeletal functions, defects, and dysfunctions
affecting human fertilization and embryo development. This book will appeal to a large
interdisciplinary audience, including researchers from both the basic science and medical
communities. It will be a valuable reference for IVF clinicians, patients and prospective patients who
are considering ART procedures, embryologists, cell biologists and students in the field of
reproduction.
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  calculus formation teeth: A Bronze Age Landscape in the Russian Steppes David W. Anthony,
Dorcas R. Brown, Aleksandr A. Khokhlov, Pavel F. Kuznetsov, Oleg D. Mochalov, 2016-12-31 The
first English-language monograph that describes seasonal and permanent Late Bronze Age
settlements in the Russian steppes, this is the final report of the Samara Valley Project, a
US-Russian archaeological investigation conducted between 1995 and 2002. It explores the
changing organization and subsistence resources of pastoral steppe economies from the Eneolithic
(4500 BC) through the Late Bronze Age (1900-1200 BC) across a steppe-and-river valley landscape
in the middle Volga region, with particular attention to the role of agriculture during the unusual
episode of sedentary, settled pastoralism that spread across the Eurasian steppes with the Srubnaya
and Andronovo cultures (1900-1200 BC). Three astonishing discoveries were made by the SVP
archaeologists: agriculture played no role in the LBA diet across the region, a surprise given the
settled residential pattern; a unique winter ritual was practiced at Krasnosamarskoe involving dog
and wolf sacrifices, possibly related to male initiation ceremonies; and overlapping spheres of
obligation, cooperation, and affiliation operated at different scales to integrate groups defined by
politics, economics, and ritual behaviors.
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Division of Research Grants, 1960
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  calculus formation teeth: Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist Linda D.
Boyd, Lisa F. Mallonee, 2023-06-05 Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist, Fourteenth
Edition progresses through crucial topics in dental hygiene in a straightforward format to ensure
students develop the knowledge and skills they need for successful, evidence-based practice in
today's rapidly changing oral health care environment. This cornerstone text, used in almost every
dental hygiene education program in the country, has been meticulously updated by previous
co-authors, Linda Boyd, and Lisa Mallonee to even better meet the needs of today's students and
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necessary not only for foundation courses bur for use throughout the entire dental hygiene
curriculum.
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