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ap calculus bc 2019 frq represents an essential part of the AP Calculus BC
exam, focusing on free-response questions (FRQs) that assess students'
understanding of advanced calculus concepts. The FRQs in the 2019 exam cover
a variety of topics, including polynomial functions, integration, and series,
providing a comprehensive evaluation of a student's mathematical abilities.
In this article, we will delve into the details of the AP Calculus BC 2019
FRQ, discussing its structure, key topics, and strategies for effective
preparation. Furthermore, we will analyze sample problems to illustrate the
types of questions students encountered and the best practices for tackling
them.

This article will serve as a guide for students and educators alike, ensuring
a thorough understanding of the 2019 FRQs and enhancing overall performance
on the exam.
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Overview of the AP Calculus BC Exam

The AP Calculus BC exam is designed for students who have completed a
rigorous calculus course and wish to earn college credit. The exam assesses
students' understanding of concepts such as limits, derivatives, integrals,
and the applications of these concepts. The exam consists of multiple-choice
questions and free-response questions, with the latter allowing students to
demonstrate their problem-solving abilities in a more in-depth manner.

The BC exam covers all the topics included in the AP Calculus AB curriculum,
as well as additional topics such as parametric equations, polar coordinates,
and series. Therefore, students preparing for the exam must have a solid
foundation in both AB and BC topics to perform well.



Structure of the 2019 Free Response Questions

The 2019 AP Calculus BC free-response section consisted of six questions,
each designed to evaluate different aspects of calculus. The questions were
divided into two parts: Part A and Part B. Part A required students to answer
three questions, while Part B required responses to three more questions,
some of which included multiple parts.

Each question was designed to test a specific skill or concept, often
requiring students to integrate their knowledge and apply it to solve complex
problems. The scoring guidelines provided by the College Board offer insights
into how points are awarded, emphasizing the importance of clear, logical
reasoning in addition to correct answers.

Key Characteristics of the 2019 FRQs

The 2019 FRQs were characterized by their emphasis on real-world applications
of calculus, requiring students to integrate concepts from different areas of
mathematics. Each question was crafted to assess not only computational
skills but also the ability to interpret and analyze mathematical
information.

The questions often included graphs and data, compelling students to apply
their understanding of calculus in context. This approach not only tests
knowledge but also enhances critical thinking skills, which are vital for
success in higher-level mathematics.

Key Topics Covered in the 2019 FRQs

The 2019 free-response questions covered a range of topics that are crucial
for students preparing for the AP Calculus BC exam. These topics included:

Calculating derivatives and integrals of polynomial and trigonometric
functions

Understanding the behavior of sequences and series

Applying the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus

Analyzing functions via Taylor and Maclaurin series

Working with parametric and polar equations

Solving real-world problems using calculus concepts



Each of these topics requires a solid understanding of calculus principles,
as well as the ability to apply them in various contexts.

Preparation Strategies for AP Calculus BC

Effective preparation for the AP Calculus BC exam involves several strategies
that can help students master the content and improve their performance on
the FRQs. Some recommended strategies include:

Reviewing past exam questions to familiarize oneself with the format and
style of questions.

Practicing problem-solving techniques regularly to build confidence and
speed.

Utilizing study groups or tutoring for collaborative learning and
support.

Engaging with online resources, such as videos and tutorials, that
explain complex concepts clearly.

Taking full-length practice exams under timed conditions to simulate the
actual exam experience.

These strategies can significantly enhance a student's understanding and
retention of calculus topics, ultimately leading to better performance on the
exam.

Sample FRQ Analysis

To illustrate the types of problems found in the AP Calculus BC 2019 FRQ, let
us analyze a representative question. Consider a question that involves
finding the area between two curves.

Students would be required to:

1. Identify the functions involved and determine their points of
intersection.
2. Set up the integral that represents the area between the curves.
3. Evaluate the integral to find the exact area.

This question not only tests students' integration skills but also their
ability to visualize functions and understand their relationships. Such



multi-step problems are common in the FRQs, requiring a comprehensive
approach to problem-solving.

Tips for Answering Free Response Questions

Successfully answering free-response questions on the AP Calculus BC exam
requires careful attention to detail and a systematic approach. Here are some
essential tips:

Read each question thoroughly to understand what is being asked before
attempting to solve it.

Show all work clearly, as partial credit can often be awarded for
correct reasoning, even if the final answer is incorrect.

Label all graphs and functions clearly, as this will help in
communicating your thought process.

Use appropriate mathematical notation and terminology to enhance
clarity.

Manage your time effectively, allocating specific amounts of time to
each question based on difficulty.

By implementing these tips, students can improve their chances of scoring
well on the free-response section of the AP Calculus BC exam.

Conclusion

The AP Calculus BC 2019 FRQ is a significant component of the exam that
challenges students to apply their knowledge in various contexts.
Understanding the structure of the exam, key topics, and effective
preparation strategies is essential for success. By practicing with past
questions, focusing on problem-solving techniques, and utilizing the tips
provided, students can enhance their performance and achieve their academic
goals in calculus.

Q: What is the format of the AP Calculus BC exam?
A: The AP Calculus BC exam consists of two sections: a multiple-choice
section and a free-response section. The free-response section includes six
questions that assess various calculus concepts and problem-solving skills.



Q: How many questions are in the 2019 AP Calculus BC
FRQ?
A: The 2019 AP Calculus BC free-response section contained six questions,
divided into two parts: Part A and Part B.

Q: What topics are covered in the AP Calculus BC
exam?
A: The AP Calculus BC exam covers a range of topics, including limits,
derivatives, integrals, sequences and series, parametric equations, and polar
coordinates.

Q: How can I prepare effectively for the AP Calculus
BC exam?
A: Effective preparation includes reviewing past exam questions, practicing
problem-solving techniques, engaging in study groups, utilizing online
resources, and taking timed practice exams.

Q: What is the importance of showing work in FRQs?
A: Showing work in free-response questions is crucial, as students can earn
partial credit for correct reasoning and steps, even if the final answer is
incorrect.

Q: Are calculators allowed on the AP Calculus BC
exam?
A: Yes, calculators are allowed on the AP Calculus BC exam, but their use is
restricted to specific sections. Students should familiarize themselves with
these guidelines.

Q: What types of problems can I expect in the free-
response section?
A: The free-response section includes a variety of problems that require
students to compute derivatives and integrals, analyze functions, and apply
calculus concepts to real-world scenarios.

Q: How is the AP Calculus BC exam scored?
A: The AP Calculus BC exam is scored on a scale of 1 to 5, with both the
multiple-choice and free-response sections contributing to the final score.



Each question is graded based on specific scoring guidelines provided by the
College Board.

Q: What resources are available for AP Calculus BC
exam preparation?
A: Resources for preparation include AP course textbooks, online educational
platforms, review books, study guides, and past exam questions provided by
the College Board.

Q: How important is the AP Calculus BC exam for
college credit?
A: The AP Calculus BC exam is important for earning college credit, as many
colleges and universities grant credit for high scores. This can help
students fulfill math requirements and potentially save on tuition costs.
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