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2019 ap calculus bc frq is a crucial topic for students preparing for the Advanced Placement (AP)

Calculus BC exam. The free-response questions (FRQs) from this exam challenge students to apply

their knowledge and problem-solving skills in various calculus concepts, including limits, derivatives,

integrals, and series. This article will provide an in-depth analysis of the 2019 AP Calculus BC FRQs,

including a breakdown of each question, the concepts tested, and strategies for effectively tackling

these complex problems. Additionally, the article will discuss common pitfalls and provide tips for

success in mastering free-response questions in calculus.

Following the breakdown of the questions, we will offer insights into how students can best prepare for

future exams based on this year's questions and trends observed in previous years. Whether you are

a student aiming for a high score or an educator looking to enhance your teaching methods, this

comprehensive guide on the 2019 AP Calculus BC FRQ will serve as a valuable resource.
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Overview of the 2019 AP Calculus BC Exam

The 2019 AP Calculus BC exam consisted of two main sections: multiple-choice questions and free-

response questions. The free-response section is particularly significant as it accounts for half of the

total exam score. The FRQs are designed to assess a wide range of calculus concepts, challenging

students to apply their knowledge in a problem-solving context. Understanding the structure and

content of these questions is essential for success.

The 2019 exam included a series of questions that tested various topics within the Calculus BC

curriculum. The FRQs required students to demonstrate not only their computational skills but also

their understanding of conceptual frameworks and their ability to communicate mathematical reasoning

clearly.

Detailed Analysis of FRQ Questions

The free-response questions for the 2019 AP Calculus BC exam were divided into several distinct

parts, each focusing on different calculus concepts. Analyzing each question can provide valuable

insights into the expectations of the exam and how students can prepare effectively.

Question 1: Series and Convergence

This question focused on the convergence of series, requiring students to determine whether a given

series converges or diverges. Students were asked to apply tests such as the Ratio Test and the

Integral Test. Detail-oriented analysis of the series was critical for earning full credit.

Question 2: Differential Equations

Question 2 dealt with differential equations, specifically requiring students to solve a first-order

differential equation and interpret its solution in a given context. This question assessed both



computational skills and the ability to apply solutions to real-world scenarios.

Question 3: Applications of Integrals

This question required students to calculate the area between curves using definite integrals. It tested

students' understanding of integrals and their ability to set up the proper limits of integration, as well as

their skills in evaluating integrals accurately.

Question 4: Parametric Equations

The final question involved parametric equations and required students to analyze the motion of a

particle along a path defined by these equations. Students needed to find the velocity and acceleration

of the particle at a specific time, which tested their grasp of derivatives in the context of parametric

functions.

Concepts Tested in the 2019 FRQs

The 2019 AP Calculus BC FRQs encompassed a variety of key concepts that are fundamental to the

Calculus BC curriculum. Understanding these concepts is vital for students aiming to excel in calculus.

The major concepts tested included:

Convergence and divergence of infinite series

Application of differential equations in modeling

Evaluation of definite integrals and calculating area

Understanding and analyzing parametric equations



Application of Taylor and Maclaurin series

Each of these topics not only forms a core part of the AP curriculum but also represents essential

skills needed for higher-level mathematics courses. Mastery of these areas can significantly enhance a

student's problem-solving abilities and confidence in tackling calculus challenges.

Effective Strategies for Answering FRQs

To perform well on the free-response section of the AP Calculus BC exam, students should adopt

effective strategies when approaching the FRQs. Here are some key strategies to keep in mind:

Read the questions carefully to understand what is being asked.

Identify the relevant concepts and theorems that apply to each question.

Show all work clearly and logically, as partial credit is often awarded for correct reasoning.

Use appropriate mathematical notation and terminology.

Review your answers to catch any arithmetic or algebraic errors.

By employing these strategies, students can enhance their performance and maximize their scores on

the free-response section of the exam.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

While preparing for the AP Calculus BC exam, students often make several common mistakes that can

hinder their performance on the FRQs. Being aware of these pitfalls can help students avoid them and

approach the exam more confidently.

Failing to check the conditions for convergence when dealing with series.

Neglecting to clearly label diagrams or graphs when required.

Rushing through calculations and making simple arithmetic errors.

Not providing units for answers in applied problems.

Overlooking the need to explain reasoning for problem-solving steps.

By recognizing and addressing these common mistakes, students can improve their overall

performance and avoid losing valuable points on the exam.

Preparation Tips for Future Exams

As students look ahead to future AP Calculus BC exams, they should consider implementing effective

study strategies. Preparation is key to mastering the material and performing well on the FRQs.

Practice previous FRQs to familiarize yourself with the format and style of questions.

Utilize AP Calculus review books and online resources for additional practice problems.



Join study groups to discuss challenging concepts and collaborate on problem-solving.

Meet regularly with a teacher or tutor to address specific areas of difficulty.

Time your practice sessions to build speed and confidence under exam conditions.

By following these tips and remaining diligent in their studies, students can enhance their

preparedness and increase their chances of success on the AP Calculus BC exam.

Conclusion

In summary, the 2019 AP Calculus BC FRQs provided a comprehensive assessment of students'

understanding of critical calculus concepts. By analyzing the questions, understanding the concepts

tested, and employing effective strategies, students can significantly improve their performance on

future exams. Mastery of calculus not only prepares students for the AP exam but also lays a strong

foundation for further studies in mathematics and related fields.

Q: What was the main focus of the 2019 AP Calculus BC FRQ?

A: The main focus of the 2019 AP Calculus BC FRQ included topics such as convergence of series,

differential equations, applications of integrals, and parametric equations. Each question challenged

students to apply their knowledge and problem-solving skills in these areas.

Q: How can I prepare for the free-response section of the AP Calculus

BC exam?

A: To prepare effectively, practice previous FRQs, review essential calculus concepts, and focus on

understanding the reasoning behind each solution. Joining study groups and working with teachers can



also enhance your preparation.

Q: What are some common mistakes students make on the FRQs?

A: Common mistakes include failing to check convergence conditions, making arithmetic errors,

neglecting to label diagrams, and not explaining reasoning clearly. Avoiding these pitfalls can help

improve scores.

Q: How important is showing work in the FRQs?

A: Showing work is crucial as partial credit is often awarded for correct reasoning, even if the final

answer is incorrect. Clear and logical presentation of calculations can enhance your score significantly.

Q: Are there specific topics that are consistently tested on the AP

Calculus BC exam?

A: Yes, topics such as series convergence, integrals, differential equations, and parametric equations

are frequently tested. Understanding these areas thoroughly is essential for success on the exam.

Q: What resources are recommended for studying AP Calculus BC?

A: Recommended resources include AP Calculus review books, online practice problems, and official

College Board materials. These resources can provide valuable practice and insights into the exam

format.

Q: How can I effectively manage my time during the FRQ section?

A: Practice timed sessions to build speed and confidence. Allocate time to each question and stick to



that limit to ensure you can complete all parts of the exam.

Q: What should I do if I get stuck on a problem during the exam?

A: If you get stuck, move on to the next question and return to it later if time permits. This strategy can

help you maximize your score by ensuring you complete all questions you can answer.

Q: Can I use a calculator on the FRQ section?

A: While calculators are allowed for certain parts of the exam, the FRQ section often requires

analytical skills and conceptual understanding without relying solely on calculator computations.

Q: How does scoring work for the FRQs?

A: Each FRQ is scored based on a rubric that considers the accuracy of the answers, the logical

presentation of work, and the application of appropriate calculus concepts. Partial credit is available for

correct reasoning and intermediate steps.
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