STATE OF MINNESOTA SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS

STATE OF MINNESOTA SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS ARE VITAL RESOURCES FOR ENTREPRENEURS SEEKING TO ESTABLISH OR EXPAND
THEIR BUSINESSES IN THE STATE. THESE GRANTS PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WITHOUT THE EXPECTATION OF REPAYMENT,
MAKING THEM AN ATTRACTIVE OPTION FOR SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS. IN MINNESOTA, VARIOUS STATE AND LOCAL PROGRAMS
OFFER GRANTS TARGETING DIFFERENT SECTORS, INCLUDING TECHNOLOGY, AGRICULTURE, AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.
(UNDERSTANDING THE TYPES OF AVAILABLE GRANTS, ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, AND APPLICATION PROCESSES CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE CHANCE OF SECURING FUNDING. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF
STATE OF MINNESOTA SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS, INCLUDING KEY PROGRAMS, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, AND APPLICATION TIPS.
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TyPeES OF SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS IN MINNESOTA

IN MINNESOTA/ VARIOUS GRANT PROGRAMS EXIST TO SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES ACROSS DIFFERENT INDUSTRIES. T HESE
GRANTS AIM TO FOSTER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, CREATE JOBS, AND STIMULATE INNOVATION. THE TYPES OF SMALL BUSINESS
GRANTS AVAILABLE INCLUDE:

1. GENERAL BUSINESS GRANTS

GENERAL BUSINESS GRANTS ARE TYPICALLY PROVIDED BY STATE AGENCIES OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO SUPPORT SMALL
BUSINESSES IN VARIOUS SECTORS. THESE GRANTS MAY FOCUS ON JOB CREATION, BUSINESS EXPANSION, OR OPERATIONAL
IMPROVEMENTS. EXAMPLES INCLUDE THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND EconomMic DeveLopMenT (DEED)
GRANTS.

2. INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC GRANTS

SOME GRANTS ARE TAILORED TO SPECIFIC INDUSTRIES, SUCH AS TECHNOLOGY, AGRICULTURE, AND MANUFACTURING. For
INSTANCE, TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES MAY QUALIFY FOR GRANTS THROUGH THE INNOVATION GRANT PROGRAM/ WHICH TARGETS
TECH STARTUPS AND PROMOTES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.

3. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS ARE DESIGNED TO SUPPORT BUSINESSES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE ECONOMIC
REVITALIZATION OF A SPECIFIC AREA. | HESE GRANTS OFTEN FOCUS ON PROJECTS THAT ENHANCE LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE,
PROMOTE TOURISM, OR IMPROVE COMMUNITY AMENITIES.

4. GRANTS FOR MINORITY-OWNED BUSINESSES

To PROMOTE DIVERSITY AND EQUITY IN BUSINESS, MINNESOTA OFFERS GRANTS SPECIFICALLY FOR MINORITY-OWNED
ENTERPRISES. THESE GRANTS AIM TO REDUCE BARRIERS TO ENTRY FOR UNDERREPRESENTED GROUPS IN THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY
AND ENCOURAGE INCLUSIVE GROWTH.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

EACH GRANT PROGRAM HAS ITS SPECIFIC ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, WHICH CAN VARY SIGNIFICANTLY. UNDERSTANDING THESE
REQUIREMENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR APPLICANTS. COMMON ELIGIBILITY FACTORS INCLUDE:

1. BusINEss Size

MOST SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS ARE AIMED AT COMPANIES THAT MEET THE SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION'S (SBA)
DEFINITION OF A SMALL BUSINESS. GENERALLY, THIS MEANS HAVING FEWER THAN 500 EMPLOYEES, ALTHOUGH SPECIFIC
REQUIREMENTS MAY VARY BY GRANT.

2. BusinNess TYPE

SOME GRANTS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE TO SPECIFIC TYPES OF BUSINESSES. FOR INSTANCE, AGRICULTURAL GRANTS MAY REQUIRE
THAT APPLICANTS OPERATE WITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR, WHILE TECH GRANTS MAY PRIORITIZE STARTUPS INVOLVED IN
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT OR OTHER INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES.

3. LocATION

MANY GRANTS ARE GEOGRAPHICALLY FOCUSED, REQUIRING BUSINESSES TO OPERATE WITHIN CERTAIN COUNTIES OR REGIONS OF
MINNESOTA. THIS CRITERIA AIMS TO PROMOTE LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

4. Use oF Funps

GRANT APPLICATIONS TYPICALLY REQUIRE DETAILED EXPLANATIONS OF HOW THE FUNDS WILL BE USED. GRANTS MAY BE
RESTRICTED TO SPECIFIC PURPOSES, SUCH AS EQUIPMENT PURCHASES, FACILITY RENOVATIONS, OR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
ACTIVITIES.

How To APPLY FOR SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS

THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS CAN BE COMPETITIVE AND OFTEN REQUIRES CAREFUL PREPARATION.



HERE ARE THE STEPS TO EFFECTIVELY APPLY FOR SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS IN MINNESOTA:

1. ReSEARCH AVAILABLE GRANTS

START BY IDENTIFYING THE GRANTS THAT ALIGN WITH YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS AND ELIGIBILITY. UTILIZE STATE RESOURCES, SUCH
AS THE MINNESOTA DEED WEBSITE, TO FIND COMPREHENSIVE LISTS OF AVAILABLE GRANTS.

2. GATHER REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

MOST GRANT APPLICATIONS REQUIRE VARIOUS DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING:

BUSINESS PLAN

® FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

TAX RETURNS

® PROOF OF BUSINESS REGISTRATION

e DETAILED BUDGET OUTLINING HOW GRANT FUNDS WILL BE USED

3. COMPLETE THE APPLICATION

\W/HEN FILLING OUT THE APPLICATION, ENSURE THAT ALL INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AND COMPLETE. TAILOR YOUR RESPONSES
TO HIGHLIGHT HOW YOUR BUSINESS MEETS THE GRANT'S OBJECTIVES AND CRITERIA.

4. SuMIT YOUR APPLICATION

FOLLOW THE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES CAREFULLY, INCLUDING DEADLINES AND REQUIRED FORMATS. SOME GRANTS MAY REQUIRE
ONLINE APPLICATIONS, WHILE OTHERS MAY ACCEPT PAPER SUBMISSIONS.

5. FoLLow Up

AFTER SUBMISSION, IT CAN BE BENEFICIAL TO FOLLOW UP WITH THE GRANT ADMINISTRATION TO CONFIRM RECEIPT OF YOUR
APPLICATION AND INQUIRE ABOUT THE REVIEW TIMELINE. THIS DEMONSTRATES YOUR COMMITMENT AND INTEREST IN THE GRANT.

RESOURCES FOR MINNESOTA SMALL BuUsINESS GRANTS

SEVERAL RESOURCES CAN HELP SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS NAVIGATE THE GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS IN MINNESOTA. SOME
KEY RESOURCES INCLUDE:



1. MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND Economic DeveLopMent (DEED)

DEED PROVIDES COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION ON AVAILABLE GRANTS, ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, AND APPLICATION
PROCESSES. THEIR WEBSITE IS A VALUABLE STARTING POINT FOR ENTREPRENEURS SEEKING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

2. SMALL Business DeveLorMenT CenTers (SBDCs)

THESE CENTERS OFFER COUNSELING AND TRAINING FOR SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS, INCLUDING GUIDANCE ON GRANT APPLICATIONS.
THEY CAN HELP YOU REFINE YOUR BUSINESS PLAN AND NAVIGATE THE FUNDING LANDSCAPE.

3. LocaL CHAMBERS oF COMMERCE

Your LocAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE CAN PROVIDE INFORMATION ON LOCAL GRANT OPPORTUNITIES AND CONNECT YOU WITH
RESOURCES AND NETWORKS THAT MAY ASSIST YOU IN YOUR FUNDING JOURNEY.

4. NoNPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

SEVERAL NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS IN MINNESOTA FOCUS ON SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESSES THROUGH GRANTS AND FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES. THEY OFTEN PROVIDE ADDITIONAL RESOURCES LIKE WORKSHOPS AND NETWORKING EVENTS.

CoNCLUSION

SECURING STATE OF MINNESOTA SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS CAN BE A GAME-CHANGER FOR ENTREPRENEURS LOOKING TO GROW OR
START THEIR BUSINESSES. BY UNDERSTANDING THE TYPES OF AVAILABLE GRANTS, ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, AND THE
APPLICATION PROCESS, BUSINESS OWNERS CAN POSITION THEMSELVES FOR SUCCESS. W/ ITH NUMEROUS RESOURCES AV AILABLE
TO ASSIST IN THE JOURNEY, SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS IN MINNESOTA HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ACCESS VITAL FUNDING THAT
CAN HELP REALIZE THEIR BUSINESS VISIONS AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE STATE'S ECONOMIC VITALITY.

Q: WHAT TYPES OF BUSINESSES CAN APPLY FOR STATE OF MINNESOTA SMALL
BUSINESS GRANTS?

A: GENERALLY, SMALL BUSINESSES THAT MEET THE SBA’S DEFINITION—TYPICALLY HAVING FEWER THAN 500
EMPLOYEES—CAN APPLY. SPECIFIC GRANTS MAY TARGET CERTAIN INDUSTRIES, SUCH AS TECHNOLOGY OR AGRICULTURE.

Q: ARE THERE GRANTS SPECIFICALLY FOR MINORITY-OWNED BUSINESSES IN MINNESOTA?

A: YES, MINNESOTA OFFERS VARIOUS GRANTS AIMED AT SUPPORTING MINORITY-OWNED BUSINESSES TO PROMOTE DIVERSITY
AND ECONOMIC INCLUSION.

Q: How CAN | FIND AVAILABLE SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS IN MINNESOTA?

A: THE BEST WAY TO FIND AVAILABLE GRANTS IS THROUGH THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC
DeveLopMeNT (DEED) WEBSITE, WHICH LISTS VARIOUS FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES.



QI \WHAT DOCUMENTATION DO | NEED TO APPLY FOR SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS?

A: COMMON DOCUMENTATION INCLUDES A BUSINESS PLAN, FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, TAX RETURNS, AND A DETAILED BUDGET
OUTLINING THE INTENDED USE OF THE FUNDS.

Q: IS THERE A DEADLINE FOR APPLYING FOR SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS IN MINNESOTA?

A: DEADLINES VARY BY GRANT PROGRAM, SO IT'S ESSENTIAL TO CHECK THE SPECIFIC GRANT GUIDELINES TO ENSURE TIMELY
SUBMISSION.

Q: CAN GRANT MONEY BE USED FOR ANY BUSINESS EXPENSES?

A: GRANT FUNDS MUST TYPICALLY BE USED FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES AS OUTLINED IN THE GRANT APPLICATION. COMMON USES
INCLUDE EQUIPMENT PURCHASES, OPERATIONAL EXPENSES, OR PROJECT-RELATED COSTS.

QZ How COMPETITIVE IS THE GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS?

A: THE GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS CAN BE VERY COMPETITIVE, AS MANY SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS SEEK LIMITED FUNDING. A
\WELL-PREPARED APPLICATION CAN IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF SUCCESS.

Q: Do | NEED TO REPAY SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS?

A: NO, SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS DO NOT NEED TO BE REPAID, WHICH DISTINGUISHES THEM FROM LOANS. HO\X/EVER, THEY OFTEN
COME WITH SPECIFIC CONDITIONS ON HOW THE FUNDS CAN BE USED.

Q: WHAT ROLE DO SMALL BusiNess DeveLoPMENT CENTERS (SBDCS) PLAY IN THE
GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS?

A: SBDCs proVIDE COUNSELING, TRAINING, AND RESOURCES FOR SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS, HELPING THEM PREPARE GRANT
APPLICATIONS AND REFINE THEIR BUSINESS PLANS.

Q: CAN | APPLY FOR MULTIPLE GRANTS AT ONCE?

A: YES, YOU CAN APPLY FOR MULTIPLE GRANTS SIMULTANEOUSLY, BUT ENSURE THAT EACH APPLICATION IS TAILORED TO THE
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF THE GRANT BEING SOUGHT.
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