
taking care of business chords

taking care of business chords serve as the backbone of one of the most
iconic rock songs of the 1970s. Written by Randy Bachman and famously
performed by Bachman-Turner Overdrive, this song has not only become a
classic anthem for work and productivity but also a staple for musicians
across various genres. Understanding the chords involved in "Taking Care of
Business" is essential for aspiring guitarists and keyboardists who want to
delve into classic rock. This article will explore the chord progressions,
variations, and techniques essential for playing this song, making it easier
for musicians to master its sound. Additionally, we will discuss tips for
practicing these chords and the importance of rhythm in achieving the song's
energetic vibe.
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Overview of Taking Care of Business Chords

Taking care of business chords primarily revolve around a straightforward yet
powerful progression that resonates with audiences. The song is predominantly
in the key of E major and employs a variety of chords that create its driving
sound. Musicians will mainly use the E, A, and B chords, which are
fundamental in rock music. Mastering these chords is crucial for anyone
looking to perform the song effectively.

In addition to the primary chords, variations and embellishments can enhance
the overall performance. Guitarists often incorporate techniques such as
power chords and barre chords to add depth and texture to their sound.
Understanding these nuances can significantly improve a musician's rendition
of the song.

Understanding the Chord Progression

The chord progression in "Taking Care of Business" is one of the key elements
that contributes to its catchy and memorable nature. The main progression
follows a simple yet effective pattern, making it accessible for both novice
and experienced players. The primary progression throughout most of the song
is as follows:

E major1.

A major2.



B major3.

This progression is repeated throughout the verses and the chorus, creating a
sense of familiarity that engages listeners. Each chord plays a distinct role
in building the song's energy, with the E major chord serving as the
foundation. The transition from the A major to the B major chord adds a
dynamic lift, making the chorus particularly impactful.

Variations and Extensions

While the basic chord progression is fundamental, adding variations can
enhance the performance. Musicians might consider using:

Power chords to create a heavier sound.

Barre chords for a more versatile playing style.

Sus chords to add tension before resolving to the primary chords.

These variations can add depth to a performance, allowing musicians to
express their style while remaining true to the original song.

Tips for Playing the Chords

When it comes to playing "Taking Care of Business," there are several tips
that can help improve performance and ease of play. First and foremost,
ensuring that the guitar is properly tuned to standard E tuning is essential
for achieving the correct sound. Additionally, focusing on finger placement
can greatly enhance the clarity of each chord.

Another important aspect is the strumming pattern. The song's energetic feel
is largely driven by a consistent and rhythmic strumming technique. Beginners
should practice a down-up strumming pattern to capture the essence of the
song. Gradually increasing the tempo while maintaining precision will lead to
a more professional sound.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While learning to play the chords, musicians may encounter some common
pitfalls. These include:

Neglecting proper finger positioning, which can lead to muted strings.

Playing too fast too soon, resulting in sloppy execution.

Forgetting to emphasize the rhythm, leading to a disjointed sound.

By being mindful of these mistakes, players can focus on developing a strong
foundation that will enhance their overall performance of the song.



Practicing Techniques for Beginners

For beginners, developing a structured practice routine is crucial. Start by
focusing on individual chords before attempting to play the entire
progression. Spend time ensuring that each chord rings clearly and that
transitions between chords are smooth. This foundational practice can prevent
frustration later on.

Incorporating a metronome into practice sessions can also help establish a
steady rhythm. Start at a slower tempo and gradually increase the speed as
confidence grows. This technique not only improves timing but also helps in
mastering the energetic feel of "Taking Care of Business."

The Importance of Rhythm and Timing

Rhythm and timing are pivotal when playing "Taking Care of Business." The
song's upbeat tempo requires musicians to maintain a consistent groove
throughout the performance. Understanding the concept of downbeats and
upbeats will aid in capturing the song's lively essence.

Practicing with backing tracks or along with the original recording can also
enhance a musician's sense of timing. This practice allows players to
internalize the rhythm and understand how their part fits within the larger
musical context.

Conclusion

Taking care of business chords form the core of one of rock music’s most
celebrated anthems. By mastering the fundamental chord progressions,
incorporating variations, and focusing on rhythm, musicians can bring this
classic song to life. With diligent practice and attention to detail, both
beginners and seasoned players can enjoy performing "Taking Care of Business"
with confidence and flair. This song not only serves as a testament to rock
music's enduring appeal but also as a valuable learning experience for
aspiring musicians.

Q: What are the basic chords for Taking Care of
Business?
A: The basic chords for "Taking Care of Business" are E major, A major, and B
major. These chords form the foundation of the song's progression.

Q: How can I improve my strumming pattern for this
song?
A: To improve your strumming pattern, start with a simple down-up motion and
gradually incorporate more complex rhythms. Practicing with a metronome can
also help maintain timing.



Q: What techniques can enhance my performance of
Taking Care of Business?
A: Techniques such as using power chords, incorporating barre chords, and
adding sus chords can enhance your performance. Experimenting with these can
add depth to your rendition.

Q: Is it necessary to play the song in the original
key?
A: While playing in the original key of E major is recommended for
authenticity, you can transpose the song to a key that suits your vocal range
or playing style.

Q: How can I avoid common mistakes while learning
this song?
A: To avoid common mistakes, focus on proper finger positioning, practice
slowly to maintain clarity, and emphasize rhythm to ensure a cohesive sound.

Q: What should I focus on during my practice
sessions?
A: Focus on mastering individual chords, ensuring smooth transitions, and
maintaining a steady rhythm. Incorporating a metronome can be beneficial.

Q: Can I use an electric guitar to play Taking Care
of Business?
A: Yes, using an electric guitar can enhance the song's sound. Experimenting
with different effects can also add a unique touch to your performance.

Q: How important is timing when playing this song?
A: Timing is crucial when playing "Taking Care of Business." A consistent
rhythm helps capture the energetic essence of the song and keeps the
performance engaging.

Q: What are some good resources for learning this
song?
A: Good resources include online tutorials, chord charts, and instructional
videos that break down the song's structure and techniques.

Q: Can I play Taking Care of Business on other
instruments?
A: Yes, the chords can also be adapted for piano and other instruments,
allowing for versatility in performance.
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  taking care of business chords: Taking Care of Business Stephanie Bond, 2020-02-04 When
an FBI agent goes undercover at a Vegas wedding chapel, he doesn’t expect to get all shook up!
Steve Berringer is determined to get a mob boss who’s managed to slip through his fingers more
than once. When an informant reveals the crook is planning to get hitched at a certain Vegas
wedding chapel, Steve sees an opportunity to get his man. But he didn’t expect the undercover
assignment to include being the Elvis impersonator… or that the wedding director Gracie would
make him want to practice his hip moves. Gracie Sergeant is tired of coordinating ceremonies for
other couples—she wants her own dream wedding. Her new coworker Steve is a hunk of burning
love, but there’s something off about him, something she can’t quite put her finger on… although
she’d like to!
  taking care of business chords: Guitar Theory For Dummies Desi Serna, 2013-09-24
Serious about jamming, understanding, and creating guitar-driven music? Easy. With an
approachable and engaging style, Guitar Theory For Dummies goes beyond guitar basics, presenting
the guidance intermediate to advanced players need to improve their improvisational and
compositional skills. Plus, with access to audio tracks and video instruction online you can master
the concepts and techniques covered in the book. Key content coverage includes: pentatonic and
major scale patterns; the CAGED chord system, chord progressions, and playing by numbers; roots,
keys, and applying scales, plus modes and modal scales; intervals and chord extensions; popular
song references and theory applications that help you understand how to play popular music and
contemporary guitar styles, and create music of your own. This title also features companion audio
tracks and video content hosted online at Dummies.com The expert instruction and easy-to-digest
information provides comprehensive guidance on how to apply music theory concepts to fretted
instruments If you already have a handle on the basics and want to know more about the building
blocks and theory behind guitar music, Guitar Theory For Dummies has you covered.
  taking care of business chords: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Art of Songwriting
Casey Kelly, David Hodge, 2011-08-02 Now newbie songwriters can learn the craft—and sing their
own praises online Beginning songwriters can hit the right note by starting out with the basics in
this guide, including: • How to create melodies • How to create many different harmonies •
Techniques using deliberate rhythm and stylistic changes • How to enable one's songwriting to grow
and evolve • How to deal with songwriter's block • The best places to upload one's work for
maximum exposure and opportunities
  taking care of business chords: Guitar Theory For Dummies with Online Practice Desi
Serna, 2021-11-02 Make your guitar sing with insight on music theory brings your instrument to life
There’s a universe of incredible music living in your guitar. You just need to discover how to let it
out. In Guitar Theory For Dummies, expert guitarist and instructor Desi Serna walks you through the
music theory concepts you need to understand to expand your musical horizons. From deciphering
the mysteries of the fretboard to adapting chord progressions to a song’s key, you’ll master
techniques that will help you move past simple, three-chord songs to more complex and creative
pieces. Build on your existing knowledge of open and barre chords and simple progressions with
practical instruction that demystifies scales and chord voicings and shows you how to bring them
together to create impressive music. You can also jump over to dummies.com to hear audio samples
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of the examples featured in the book. You’ll also learn: How chords, keys, and scales are built and
how they interact with one another Powerful concepts, like intervals, chord extensions, modes and
modal scales, that grant access to a world of musical possibilities How popular songs apply elements
of guitar theory and how you can apply the same techniques Free yourself from the confines of tab
sheets and simple chords and start enjoying all the musical potential of your guitar. Guitar Theory
For Dummies is for anyone who wants to unlock the next stage of their musical journey.
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Start your music career off right with this fun guide to the music industry Music Business For
Dummies explains the ins and outs of the music industry for artists and business people just starting
out. You'll learn how file-sharing, streaming, and iTunes have transformed the industry, and how to
navigate your way through the new distribution models to capitalize on your work. It all begins with
the right team, and this practical guide explains who you need to have on your side as you begin to
grow and get more exposure. Coverage includes rehearsing, performing, recording, publishing,
copyrights, royalties, and much more, giving you the information you need to start your career off
smart. Music industry success has never been easy to achieve, and recent transformations and
disruptions to the business side have made the whole idea even more daunting than before. This
guide gives you a roadmap around the landmines, and provides expert advice for starting out on the
right foot. Find the right players, agents, and business managers Make more money from your work
with smart distribution Build your brand and get people talking about you Get gigs, go on tour, and
keep on growing If music is your calling, you need to plan your career in a way that sets you up for
success from the very beginning. Put the right people in place, get the most out of your investments,
and learn how to work the crowd both virtually and in person. Music Business For Dummies is your
companion on your journey to the music career you want.
  taking care of business chords: The Beethoven Quartet Companion Robert Winter, Robert L.
Martin, 1994 Reading The Beethoven Quartet Companion made me want to listen to the quartets
again from a new sociological as well as musical perspective. It is an invaluable guide not only for
professional and amateur musicians but also for anyone who is curious about culture and wants to
find out more.--Yo-Yo Ma These essays are the most readable, useful, and well-informed commentary
available today on these masterworks. Michael Steinberg's 'program notes' to each quartet, directed
at once to the musical beginner and to the expert, are as eloquent and persuasive as popular writing
about music can get. . . . His essays are followed by equally expert and accessible contributions by
other masters on The Master, providing literate music lovers with the context and equipment for a
richer enjoyment and clearer understanding of these sixteen unique conversations among two
violins, a viola, and a cello.--David Littlejohn, author of The Ultimate Art: Essays Around and About
Opera A fine collection of essays to assist the music lover in the seemingly endless quest to
illuminate the Beethoven string quartets.--Arnold Steinhardt, The Guarneri String Quartet This book
delivers on the implied promise of its title--it provides a lively, readable, and wide-ranging
introduction to the quartets. Readers at many levels of experience will find it profitable.--Lewis
Lockwood, author of Beethoven: Studies in the Creative Process
  taking care of business chords: We Rock! Music Lab Jason Hanley, 2023-08-31 Finally! A hip,
fun and culturally relevant series of music appreciation books, perfect for modern music-loving
families who want to take advantage of this era of exploding musical access! Get a personal guided
tour through an amazing historical back-catalog of music that was previously unavailable. We Rock!:
A Fun Family Guide for Exploring Rock Music History is a guided tour through thrilling corners of
the musical universe that should not be missed! This book highlights great songs in rock history,
shares insights and stories on the artists, details the social and historical influences at play, and
offers fun activities for families to do together. Detailed listening guides help music fans understand
song structure, lyrics, and instrumentation. Related listening lists introduce readers to other exciting
artists in similar genres. Set into 52 music labs, these stories can be explored at will by individuals
and families or used as a curriculum for community groups and educators. There really are no other
books out there like this - that are music appreciation books for a general audience that focus on



popular music - so pick up yours today and you will have your whole family singing along with We
Rock.
  taking care of business chords: The Modern Farmer in His Business Relations Edward
Francis Adams, 1899
  taking care of business chords: Music News , 1928
  taking care of business chords: Cyclopaedia: Or, An Universal Dictionary of Arts and Sciences
Ephraim Chambers, 1786
  taking care of business chords: Hearing Harmony Christopher Doll, 2017-05-30 Hearing
Harmony offers a listener-based, philosophical-psychological theory of harmonic effects for
Anglophone popular music since the 1950s. It begins with chords, their functions and characteristic
hierarchies, then identifies the most common and salient harmonic-progression classes, or harmonic
schemas. The identification of these schemas, as well as the historical contextualization of many of
them, allows for systematic exploration of the repertory’s typical harmonic transformations (such as
chord substitution) and harmonic ambiguities. Doll provides readers with a novel explanation of the
assorted aural qualities of chords, and how certain harmonic effects result from the interaction of
various melodic, rhythmic, textural, timbral, and extra-musical contexts, and how these interactions
can determine whether a chordal riff is tonally centered or tonally ambiguous, whether it sounds
aggressive or playful or sad, whether it seems to evoke an earlier song using a similar series of
chords, whether it sounds conventional or unfamiliar.
  taking care of business chords: The Story Biz Handbook Dianne de Las Casas, 2008-09-30
Beginning with wonderful tips and advice about the art and presentation of storytelling, this is a
complete resource about how to build a storytelling career. Storytellers come to their careers
centered on the stories they love and soon realize that in order to make a living at what they love,
they must build a business. This in-depth book tells them just how and what to do in every detail,
from choosing a sound system to building a website to using podcasts and setting up an office.
Resource lists and tried and true ideas abound as the author shares her marketing and business
success story throughout. Each chapter is a story in itself, beginning and ending with different
traditional folktale openings and closings. There is even a chapter on how to plan for retirement.
  taking care of business chords: Trillion Dollar Data Hives: Unleashing the Power of Data for
Business Successes Raj Varma, 2023-10-13 Unlocking the Secrets of Trillion Dollar Data Hives Data
has become the lifeblood of modern businesses. But what does it really take to build an unstoppable
data hive? In this insightful book, readers will go behind the scenes of the world's largest
data-driven enterprises like Google, Amazon, and Facebook. They will discover how these companies
transformed from startups into trillion-dollar giants by mastering the art of data collection and
analytics. Through real-world case studies and interviews with industry leaders, learn: How to
evolve your organization into a bustling data ecosystem' that collaborates to gain valuable insights. •
Effective strategies for collecting and storing vast amounts of customer and operational data
securely at scale. • Powerful techniques for applying artificial intelligence to amplify human
intelligence and supercharge decision-making. • Practical ways to harness data-driven insights
across departments to revolutionize products, marketing, and overall business strategy. For any
executive seeking to understand the dato-first principles that separate industry disruptors, this book
delivers unprecedented access into the trillion-dollar data hives shaping the future of business. Its
lessons will help you unlock new frontiers of growth in the digital age.
  taking care of business chords: The Punk Rock of Business Jeremy Dale, 2018-09-25
Author Jeremy Dale believes that too many businesses create an environment that encourages
mediocrity and corporate norms that deliver lukewarm results at best. In The Punk Rock of Business,
Dale offers a road map away from average and towards innovation through a mindset rooted in punk
rock principles. In this fast-paced, actionable guidebook, readers will find: -Eight punk rock
principles to help you redefine your place in the corporate world–for the better -A set of
characteristics to strive for that will liberate you and accelerate your success -Countless
examples—drawing on both the classic stories from the music genre's industry-changing legacy and



Dale's years of business success—to illustrate these principles and characteristics in action
-Straightforward lessons and actions to start taking today—right now—to break through corporate
norms and build something greater ​Punk rockers had a cause. They aimed for authenticity and
refused to conform. In doing so, they created a dramatic change that shook society to its core. It was
a much needed wake-up call for the conservative part of the music industry. Jeremy Dale wants you
to do the same in the business world, and in The Punk Rock of Business, he gives you the tools you
need to accomplish that goal.
  taking care of business chords: They're Playing Our Song Carole Bayer Sager, 2017-11-14
Appendix includes a list of the songs co-written by Carole Bayer Sager.
  taking care of business chords: Engineering and Boiler House Review , 1913
  taking care of business chords: Garage Band Theory Duke Sharp, 2015-08 This electrifying
book covers all the requirements for musicians who would like to play music by ear.
  taking care of business chords: The Architectural Forum , 1921
  taking care of business chords: Mark My Words W.D. Foster, 2004-03-18 Allan Christopher is
a self-made, African-American multimillionaire. Starting out with nothing but family, very high
intelligence, ambition and drive, he succeeded against the odds. He dealt with racism,
discrimination and the naysayers, Black and white, who were convinced he would never make it as
an entrepreneur in the 1960s. Opening a fix-it shop in southside Chicago, through hard work and
determination he turns it into a multi-million-dollar corporation. He's made his mark. His home is a
thirty-room estate. He is among the Who's Who of Black America. His company is listed in the
Fortune 500. He is a mover and shaker in the community, and all the connections that accompany it.
He faithfully attends church on Sundays. But has he made it? With the advent of his sixtieth
birthday, his character, his past and his beliefs come into focus, honor and question as his story is
told through the eyes of his family, and with it his impact on their lives. The time is 1988; the place,
Chicago.
  taking care of business chords: The Standard , 1897
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