
risky business 928 porsche
risky business 928 porsche has become a topic of significant interest among
car enthusiasts and fans of cinematic history alike. This iconic vehicle,
featured prominently in the 1983 film "Risky Business," not only captures the
essence of 80s culture but also represents a unique blend of style,
performance, and engineering excellence. In this article, we will explore the
historical significance of the Porsche 928, its role in the film, its design
features, and the legacy it has left in automotive circles. We'll also touch
on the impact of the film industry on car culture and how the Porsche 928
became a symbol of youthful rebellion and ambition.
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Overview of the Porsche 928

The Porsche 928 was introduced in 1977 as a grand touring car that offered a
unique combination of sports car performance and luxury. It was designed to
appeal to a broader audience compared to Porsche's traditional 911 model,
featuring a front-engine layout and a distinctive fastback design. The 928
was powered by a V8 engine, which was a departure from Porsche's usual flat-
six engines, allowing for robust performance and a comfortable driving
experience.

Throughout its production run, which lasted until 1995, the 928 underwent
several updates and revisions. It was praised for its innovative technology,
including a lightweight aluminum body, advanced aerodynamics, and a state-of-
the-art suspension system. The vehicle's handling and driving dynamics were
often compared favorably with those of its competitors, making it a respected
entry in the luxury sports car segment.



Key Specifications and Features

The Porsche 928 was known for several key specifications that set it apart
from other vehicles in its class:

Engine: The 928 featured a range of V8 engines, starting with a 4.5-
liter engine producing 219 horsepower and later versions offering up to
350 horsepower.

Transmission: It was available with both a 5-speed manual and a 4-speed
automatic transmission.

Performance: The 928 could accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in just over 6
seconds, with a top speed of around 150 mph.

Interior: The interiors were luxurious, featuring leather upholstery,
advanced sound systems, and comfortable seating for four passengers.

Technology: The vehicle was equipped with cutting-edge technology for
its time, including anti-lock brakes and an onboard computer system.

The Role of Porsche 928 in "Risky Business"

In "Risky Business," the Porsche 928 serves as a pivotal element of the plot
and character development. Tom Cruise's character, Joel Goodsen, is a high
school student who finds himself in a series of misadventures after his
parents leave him home alone. The 928 becomes a symbol of freedom, wealth,
and the allure of the adult world that Joel is eager to explore.

The film showcases several iconic scenes that feature the Porsche 928,
highlighting its sleek design and impressive performance. One of the most
memorable moments is when Joel drives the car through the streets of Chicago,
embodying the thrill of youth and the excitement of breaking away from
parental constraints. This portrayal helped cement the 928's status as a
desirable vehicle for young adults.

Impact on Car Culture

The inclusion of the Porsche 928 in "Risky Business" significantly influenced
car culture in the 1980s. It introduced the idea that cars could be more than
just modes of transportation; they could represent aspirations and
lifestyles. The film's success led to a surge in demand for the Porsche 928,



as young moviegoers sought to emulate Joel's adventures and the glamorous
lifestyle depicted in the film.

Design and Performance Features

The design of the Porsche 928 is one of its most striking features. With a
sleek, aerodynamic silhouette, it was considered revolutionary at the time of
its release. The fastback profile not only provided a sporty appearance but
also enhanced its performance by reducing drag. The interior was designed
with comfort and luxury in mind, providing ample space and high-quality
materials that appealed to a more upscale market.

Performance Capabilities

The performance capabilities of the 928 were impressive, making it a favorite
among driving enthusiasts. Its front-engine, rear-wheel-drive layout
contributed to balanced handling and responsive steering. The V8 engine
delivered considerable power, allowing for exhilarating acceleration and a
thrilling driving experience.

Some notable performance features included:

Adaptive Suspension: The 928 was equipped with an innovative suspension
system that adjusted to driving conditions, providing both comfort and
performance.

Braking System: The anti-lock braking system (ABS) provided enhanced
safety during high-speed maneuvers.

Fuel Efficiency: For a sports car, the 928 offered reasonable fuel
efficiency, especially in its later iterations.

The Cultural Impact of "Risky Business"

The cultural impact of "Risky Business" extends beyond its immediate box
office success. The film is often cited as a defining moment in 80s cinema,
shaping the aesthetic and attitudes of the decade. The Porsche 928, as a
central prop, became intertwined with the themes of ambition, risk-taking,
and the quest for identity that the film explores.



Moreover, the film's depiction of youthful rebellion resonated with
audiences, making the Porsche 928 a symbol of that era’s aspirations and
dreams. It inspired a generation to view cars not merely as transportation,
but as expressions of personal freedom and style.

Legacy of the Porsche 928

The legacy of the Porsche 928 is multifaceted. While it was initially
overshadowed by the more iconic Porsche 911, the 928 has gained recognition
and appreciation among collectors and automotive enthusiasts over the years.
Its unique design, performance capabilities, and cultural significance have
ensured its place in automotive history.

Collector's Market and Restoration

Today, the Porsche 928 is considered a classic, with a growing collector's
market. Enthusiasts appreciate its distinctive styling and the engineering
innovations that were ahead of its time. Restoration projects have become
increasingly popular, with many owners investing in bringing these vehicles
back to their original glory. The community surrounding the 928 is
passionate, sharing knowledge and resources to preserve this piece of
automotive history.

Conclusion

The "risky business 928 porsche" encapsulates a unique convergence of cinema
and automotive excellence. As both a symbol of youthful ambition and a
remarkable vehicle, the Porsche 928 has left an indelible mark on popular
culture and the automotive industry. Its legacy continues to thrive as new
generations discover its charm and performance, ensuring that the spirit of
the 928 will endure for years to come.

Q: What makes the Porsche 928 unique compared to
other Porsche models?
A: The Porsche 928 is unique due to its front-engine layout, V8 engine, and
grand touring design, which differentiates it from the traditional rear-
engine, flat-six configuration of the 911. Its blend of luxury and
performance also sets it apart.



Q: How did "Risky Business" influence the popularity
of the Porsche 928?
A: "Risky Business" showcased the Porsche 928 as a symbol of freedom and
youthful rebellion, leading to increased interest and demand for the car
among young audiences who wanted to emulate the lifestyle portrayed in the
film.

Q: What are some common issues faced by Porsche 928
owners?
A: Common issues faced by Porsche 928 owners include electrical problems,
cooling system failures, and maintenance of the aging components. Regular
maintenance and proper care can help mitigate these issues.

Q: Is the Porsche 928 a good investment for
collectors?
A: Yes, the Porsche 928 has become a desirable classic car, and its value has
appreciated over the years, making it a potentially good investment for
collectors, particularly well-maintained or rare models.

Q: What is the range of prices for a used Porsche
928?
A: The price of a used Porsche 928 can vary widely based on condition,
mileage, and model year, ranging from around $10,000 for higher-mileage
examples to over $50,000 for pristine, low-mileage models.

Q: How does the performance of the Porsche 928
compare to modern sports cars?
A: While the Porsche 928 was considered a high-performance car in its time,
modern sports cars generally offer superior technology, handling, and
acceleration. However, the 928 still provides a unique driving experience
that many enthusiasts value.

Q: What are some popular modifications for the
Porsche 928?
A: Popular modifications for the Porsche 928 include upgrading the exhaust
system, enhancing the suspension for improved handling, and tuning the engine



for increased horsepower. Many owners also focus on restoring the interior
and exterior to enhance aesthetics.

Q: Can I find parts for the Porsche 928 easily?
A: While some parts for the Porsche 928 can be challenging to find due to its
age, many aftermarket suppliers and specialized dealers offer replacement
parts. Online forums and enthusiast groups can also be valuable resources for
sourcing parts.

Q: What is the average fuel economy of a Porsche
928?
A: The average fuel economy of a Porsche 928 varies by model year and engine
but generally ranges from 15 to 20 miles per gallon, which is reasonable for
a sports car of its era.

Q: Are there any specific care tips for maintaining
a Porsche 928?
A: Key care tips for maintaining a Porsche 928 include regular oil changes,
keeping the cooling system in check, ensuring the electrical system is
functioning properly, and addressing any signs of wear promptly to preserve
the vehicle's performance and value.
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