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risky business synopsis provides a captivating overview of the 1983 film that has become a cultural

touchstone. This iconic movie stars Tom Cruise as a high school student who finds himself embroiled

in a series of unexpected and often humorous escapades when his parents leave him home alone.

The film expertly blends elements of comedy, drama, and the coming-of-age genre, making it relatable

to audiences of all ages. In this article, we will delve into the plot details of "Risky Business," explore

its themes, analyze its lasting impact on popular culture, and provide insights into its character

dynamics. This comprehensive synopsis aims to capture the essence of the film while engaging both

new viewers and longtime fans.
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Introduction to "Risky Business"

"Risky Business" is a seminal film that captures the essence of teenage rebellion and the complexities

of young adulthood. Directed by Paul Brickman, the film was released in the early 1980s and quickly

garnered a reputation for its bold storytelling and unforgettable scenes, including the iconic dance

sequence featuring Tom Cruise in his underwear. The narrative revolves around the character Joel

Goodson, who is left alone for the weekend and seizes the opportunity to explore his newfound

freedom. However, his innocent adventures quickly spiral out of control, leading to unexpected

consequences.

The film is not only a comedic exploration of teenage life but also serves as a commentary on the

American dream and the quest for identity. It deftly balances humor with serious themes, making it a

compelling watch. The film's success can be attributed to its relatable characters, sharp writing, and

the memorable performance of Tom Cruise, which cemented his status as a leading actor in

Hollywood.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Risky Business" centers on Joel Goodson, a high school senior who lives in a wealthy

Chicago suburb. As the story unfolds, Joel's parents leave for a weekend trip, giving him the chance to

enjoy some freedom. Initially, Joel embraces the opportunity to relax and have fun; however, things

take a significant turn when he meets a call girl named Lana, played by Rebecca De Mornay.

This encounter leads to a series of events that dramatically alter Joel's life. As he attempts to impress

Lana, he becomes involved in the world of sex work, which brings both excitement and danger. The

situation escalates as Joel's decisions lead to a series of complications, including the theft of his

father's Porsche and the arrival of a dangerous pimp.

The film reaches a climax as Joel must confront the consequences of his actions and make choices



about his future. Through a mix of comedic mishaps and serious reflections, "Risky Business"

ultimately portrays Joel's journey from innocence to experience, highlighting the lessons learned along

the way.

Main Themes

"Risky Business" explores several key themes that resonate with audiences, making it more than just a

teenage comedy.

Coming of Age

One of the central themes of "Risky Business" is the transition from adolescence to adulthood. Joel's

journey is marked by his exploration of freedom, responsibility, and the consequences of his actions.

The film effectively captures the essence of teenage curiosity and the pivotal moments that define

one's identity.

Rebellion and Freedom

The film also delves into the theme of rebellion against societal expectations. Joel's decision to indulge

in a carefree lifestyle while his parents are away serves as a metaphor for the struggle between

conforming to societal norms and pursuing personal desires. This theme is prevalent throughout the

film, as characters grapple with their desires and the constraints imposed by their upbringing.

The American Dream

"Risky Business" presents a critique of the American dream, particularly the notion that success and



happiness can be achieved through material wealth and superficial experiences. Joel's journey

highlights the emptiness of purely chasing after pleasure without considering the long-term implications

of his choices.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Risky Business" are vital to its narrative and thematic depth.

Joel Goodson

Joel Goodson, portrayed by Tom Cruise, is the film's protagonist. He embodies the typical high school

student with dreams and aspirations but is also faced with the pressures of his environment. Joel's

character evolves throughout the film as he navigates the challenges of adolescence and learns

valuable life lessons.

Lana

Rebecca De Mornay's portrayal of Lana is crucial to the film's plot. As a call girl, she represents both

temptation and complexity. Lana's character challenges Joel's perceptions and ultimately influences his

transformation. Her motivations and desires add depth to the narrative, making her a pivotal figure in

Joel's journey.

Joel's Parents

The roles of Joel's parents, though limited in screen time, are significant. They embody the traditional

values and expectations that Joel feels pressured to conform to. Their absence at the beginning of the



film sets the stage for Joel's adventures and highlights the contrast between his sheltered life and the

reality he encounters.

Cultural Impact

Since its release, "Risky Business" has left an indelible mark on popular culture. The film's iconic

scenes, particularly the dance sequence featuring Tom Cruise, have been referenced and parodied in

various media, showcasing its enduring influence.

The film also contributed to the rise of the teen film genre in the 1980s, paving the way for future

movies that explore similar themes of adolescence, rebellion, and self-discovery. Additionally, "Risky

Business" solidified Tom Cruise's status as a Hollywood star, leading to a successful career

characterized by diverse roles and blockbuster hits.

The film's soundtrack, featuring songs like "Old Time Rock and Roll," further enhances its cultural

resonance, making it a beloved classic that continues to be celebrated by audiences today.

Conclusion

"Risky Business" remains a significant film in the landscape of American cinema. Through its engaging

plot, relatable characters, and exploration of profound themes, it captures the essence of the teenage

experience with both humor and depth. The film's legacy endures, influencing generations of

filmmakers and audiences alike. As viewers continue to discover and appreciate the film, its relevance

to the struggles of growing up and finding one's identity remains timeless.



Q: What is the main premise of "Risky Business"?

A: The main premise of "Risky Business" revolves around Joel Goodson, a high school senior who,

when left home alone for a weekend, engages in a series of reckless escapades involving a call girl,

leading to comedic and serious consequences.

Q: Who directed "Risky Business" and when was it released?

A: "Risky Business" was directed by Paul Brickman and was released in 1983.

Q: What themes are explored in "Risky Business"?

A: The film explores themes such as coming of age, rebellion against societal expectations, and a

critique of the American dream, particularly regarding the pursuit of material wealth.

Q: How did "Risky Business" impact popular culture?

A: "Risky Business" had a significant impact on popular culture, contributing to the teen film genre and

influencing future filmmakers. Its iconic scenes and soundtrack have been referenced and parodied in

various media.

Q: What is the significance of the character Joel Goodson?

A: Joel Goodson represents the typical high school student navigating the complexities of

adolescence. His journey from innocence to experience encapsulates the challenges and lessons of

growing up.

Q: What role does Lana play in Joel's journey?

A: Lana, portrayed by Rebecca De Mornay, plays a pivotal role in Joel's journey, representing



temptation and complexity. She influences his transformation and challenges his perceptions of

adulthood.

Q: Why is "Risky Business" considered a classic film?

A: "Risky Business" is considered a classic due to its engaging plot, relatable characters, exploration

of important themes, and its lasting cultural impact, particularly in shaping the teen film genre.

Q: What is the iconic scene involving Tom Cruise?

A: The iconic scene involves Tom Cruise dancing in his underwear to "Old Time Rock and Roll," which

has become a memorable moment in film history and is often referenced in popular culture.

Q: How did "Risky Business" influence Tom Cruise's career?

A: "Risky Business" solidified Tom Cruise's status as a leading actor in Hollywood, leading to a

successful career characterized by diverse roles and numerous blockbuster hits across various genres.

Q: What lessons can be learned from "Risky Business"?

A: "Risky Business" imparts important lessons about the consequences of one’s actions, the

challenges of growing up, and the importance of making informed choices while navigating the

complexities of teenage life.
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  risky business synopsis: A Risky Business Crime in the Movies John Howard Reid, 2015-08-02
Crime is not exactly a risky business for movie makers. In fact, this category has always been high
on Hollywood's agenda, and there are very few crime films that have actually lost money. Crime and
film noir make such a fascinating subject, that although the author set out to detail 150 of his
favorite films, he has actually reviewed 185! 125 of these movies are also supplied with their
exhaustive credit details, as well as copyright and other release information, plus a brief synopsis.
Fortunately, many of these movies - both justly famous and even the unjustly neglected - are now
available on DVD. Many are also frequently presented on pay TV.
  risky business synopsis: Risky Business Michael D. Mehta, 2005-01-01 This David and
Goliath story chronicles and analyzes how a small, under-funded public interest group--Durham
Nuclear Awareness of Oshawa, Ontario--mobilized opposition to the December 1994 re-licensing of
the Pickering Nuclear Generating Station. Michael D. Mehta explores the struggle between Durham
Nuclear Awareness and Canada's nuclear establishment to illustrate how risk as a concept can be
used to understand contemporary political conflicts.
  risky business synopsis: Race and Educational Reform in the American Metropolis Dan
A. Lewis, Kathryn Nakagawa, 1994-12-23
  risky business synopsis: Handbook of Family Business and Family Business
Consultation Florence Whiteman Kaslow, 2006 This book is designed to fill an important gap in the
family business literature. Florence W. Kaslow, Ph. D., Editor, an internationally respected authority
in both family psychology and family business consultation, presents a disciplined look at how family
businesses are structured, their dynamics, and how they operate in thirteen diverse countries
spanning four continents. Top family business consultants working in those countries share their
methods of helping clients increase earnings and fulfill the missions of their companies. The
contributors examine essential aspects of the world of family business today, including family
offices, globalization, and the management of a family's wealth. Tables and figures, plus a helpful
glossary, make complex and unfamiliar information easy to understand.
  risky business synopsis: Predicting the Future Nicholas Rescher, 1998-01-01 The future
obviously matters to us. It is, after all, where we'll be spending the rest of our lives. We need some
degree of foresight if we are to make effective plans for managing our affairs. Much that we would
like to know in advance cannot be predicted. But a vast amount of successful prediction is
nonetheless possible, especially in the context of applied sciences such as medicine, meteorology,
and engineering. This book examines our prospects for finding out about the future in advance. It
addresses questions such as why prediction is possible in some areas and not others; what sorts of
methods and resources make successful prediction possible; and what obstacles limit the predictive
venture. Nicholas Rescher develops a general theory of prediction that encompasses its fundamental
principles, methodology, and practice and gives an overview of its promises and problems.
Predicting the Future considers the anthropological and historical background of the predictive
enterprise. It also examines the conceptual, epistemic, and ontological principles that set the stage
for predictive efforts. In short, Rescher explores the basic features of the predictive situation and
considers their broader implications in science, in philosophy, and in the management of our daily
affairs.
  risky business synopsis: Time Briton Hadden, 1989
  risky business synopsis: And That's the Way it Is(n't) L. Brent Bozell, Brent H. Baker, 1990
A study of bias among television reporters and film or movie producers. Lists reporters who have
formerly worked for politicians and stories considered unnewsworthy (holocaust in Cambodia, flight
of the boat people).
  risky business synopsis: Teaching in a World of Violent Extremism Eleazar S. Fernandez,
2021-05-21 Violent extremism is not new, but we have witnessed its rise to the point that it has
become a defining issue of our time. We cannot brush it aside any longer: it characterizes who we
are as a people and as a global society. Why is violent extremism rising? What are its drivers and



triggers? These questions must be asked and answered first, and Teaching in a World of Violent
Extremism takes up the questions and the answers. In an effort to end violent extremism, the next
questions that must be pursued are these: How shall we prevent and undo extremism, especially the
militant and violent kind? In this world of violent extremism, what curriculum designs, educational
programs, and pedagogies shall we employ to develop competent citizens, civic leaders, and pastors,
as well as resilient communities?
  risky business synopsis: Thrombosis, Atherosclerosis and Atherothrombosis Mojca
Božič-Mijovski, 2015-12-02 Atherosclerosis and thrombosis are a major source of morbidity and
mortality in the modern world. Great advances have been made in the past decades in our
understanding of the pathophysiology of atherosclerosis and thrombus formation. This book offers a
broad, contemporary review of atherosclerotic processes, with the latest research advances on
inflammation and hypercoagulability that lead to thrombosis. In addition, experimental protocols are
included, by which atherosclerotic processes are studied, providing the reader with the information
necessary to understand the complexity of the disease process and the current experimental
methodology in finding new answers that would help in the diagnosis, prevention and treatment of
atherosclerotic disease.
  risky business synopsis: Acquisitions and Open Source Software Development Michael Vetter,
2021-08-10 Participation of firms in Open Source Software (OSS) development is steadily increasing.
In fact, a substantial part of OSS projects today are developed in informal collaboration between
firms and a community of voluntary contributors. As more and more firms are active in OSS,
acquisitions of firms active in OSS development occur increasingly often. Yet, despite the economic
and practical importance of OSS, research has so far overlooked this phenomenon. This dissertation
explores this phenomenon of acquisitions of firms active in OSS development. Michael Vetter
examines the role of OSS in the pre-acquisition phase and the impact of acquisitions on OSS
development in the post-acquisition phase. Using qualitative and quantitative research methods, the
author examines acquisition motives, acquisition likelihood, timing of acquisitions, and outcomes of
acquisitions and discuss mechanisms behind variations across acquisitions.The findings from the
studies contribute to research on acquisitions and OSS development while also providing insights
into how to leverage OSS in target search, selection and evaluation processes as well as how to
effectively manage acquisitions of firms active in OSS and the communities around them.
  risky business synopsis: Wilted Julie Guthman, 2019-08-20 Strawberries are big business in
California. They are the sixth‐highest‐grossing crop in the state, which produces 88 percent of the
nation’s favorite berry. Yet the industry is often criticized for its backbreaking labor conditions and
dependence on highly toxic soil fumigants used to control fungal pathogens and other soilborne
pests. In Wilted, Julie Guthman tells the story of how the strawberry industry came to rely on soil
fumigants, and how that reliance reverberated throughout the rest of the fruit’s production system.
The particular conditions of plants, soils, chemicals, climate, and laboring bodies that once made
strawberry production so lucrative in the Golden State have now changed and become a set of
related threats that jeopardize the future of the industry.
  risky business synopsis: Pretty People Anna Everett, 2012-05-14 In the 1990s, American civil
society got upended and reordered as many social, cultural, political, and economic institutions were
changed forever. Pretty People examines a wide range of Hollywood icons who reflect how stardom
in that decade was transformed as the nation itself was signaling significant changes to familiar
ideas about gender, race, ethnicity, age, class, sexuality, and nationality. Such actors as Denzel
Washington, Andy Garcia, Halle Berry, Angela Bassett, Will Smith, Jennifer Lopez, and Antonio
Banderas became bona fide movie stars who carried major films to amazing box-office success. Five
of the decade’s top ten films were opened by three women—Julia Roberts, Jodie Foster, and Whoopi
Goldberg. “Chick flick” entered the lexicon as Leonardo DiCaprio became the “King of the World,”
ushering in the cult of the mega celebrity. Tom Hanks and Tom Cruise defined screen masculinity as
stark contrasts between “the regular guy” and “the intense guy” while the roles of Michael Douglas
exemplified the endangered “Average White Male.” A fascinating composite portrait of 1990s



Hollywood and its stars, this collection marks the changes to stardom and society at century’s end.
  risky business synopsis: Diffusion E. L. Cussler, 2009-01-15 This overview of diffusion and
separation processes brings unsurpassed, engaging clarity to this complex topic. Diffusion is a key
part of the undergraduate chemical engineering curriculum and at the core of understanding
chemical purification and reaction engineering. This spontaneous mixing process is also central to
our daily lives, with importance in phenomena as diverse as the dispersal of pollutants to digestion
in the small intestine. For students, Diffusion goes from the basics of mass transfer and diffusion
itself, with strong support through worked examples and a range of student questions. It also takes
the reader right through to the cutting edge of our understanding, and the new examples in this
third edition will appeal to professional scientists and engineers. Retaining the trademark
enthusiastic style, the broad coverage now extends to biology and medicine.
  risky business synopsis: Ancient Pasts for Modern Audiences Chelsea A.M. Gardner,
Sabrina C. Higgins, 2025-03-17 This volume brings together specialists from a broad demographic
and professional range – academics, museum curators, students, and content creators – to discuss
case studies, challenges, and potential future avenues for public scholarship on the history,
archaeology, and cultures of the ancient Mediterranean, North Africa and Western Asia. Together,
the contributions promote the creation of inclusive methods of knowledge mobilisation and
communication in public spheres across three main areas: cultural heritage, pedagogy and
public-facing scholarship. These areas have all been directly affected by Eurocentric structures that
have claimed ownership of ancient Mediterranean cultural heritage and have dictated how it has
been taught in schools and communicated to the broader public. The volume is divided into three
sections – Museums, Teaching and Learning, and Global and Local Projects – each addressing
pressing challenges faced within these interrelated fields and offering ways for us to overcome the
exclusionary narratives that plague them. Ancient Pasts for Modern Audiences provides an
invaluable resource for those interested in public history, from academics to lay audiences, in the
fields of Ancient Mediterranean, North African, and Western Asian Studies. The book also appeals to
professionals and researchers whose interests lie in public-facing scholarship, pedagogy, digital
humanities, decolonisation studies, museum studies and popular media. The Open Access version of
this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  risky business synopsis: Pharmaceutical R&D costs, risks, and rewards. , 1993
  risky business synopsis: The Binge Watcher's Guide to Supernatural Jessica Mason,
2021-10-12 Dad’s on a hunting trip and he hasn’t been home in a few days. These simple words hook
viewers into the story of Sam and Dean Winchester and the epic rocking ride that is Supernatural,
the longest-running genre show in American television history. But with 15 seasons, 327 episodes,
and more angels, demons, and resurrections than you can shake a first blade at, the series can be a
little bit intimidating. That’s where we come in. The Binge Watcher’s Guide to Supernatural is your
complete source on all the themes, ideas, trivia and more in this legendary series. From dissecting
the meta madness to swooning over shipping highs and lows, this book will give readers insight like
nothing before into the complex and sometimes confusing world of Sam, Dean, Castiel, and their
extended family. Think of this as John Winchester's journal, guiding you through trivia and
tribulations to enrich watching this incredible show. Whether you’re a long-time super fan or a
newbie, Jessica Mason’s expert insight into the show will make this road trip the best one yet. Get
ready to ride along as we save people, hunt things, and raise more than a little hell.
  risky business synopsis: Terrorism, Inc. Colin P. Clarke, 2015-06-01 This in-depth, historical
analysis of terrorism investigates the major funding streams of terrorists, insurgents, guerrillas,
warlords, militias, and criminal organizations throughout the world as well as the efforts of the
international community to thwart their efforts. Terrorist financing is an ongoing game of creating,
concealing, and surreptitiously utilizing funds. This intriguing book considers every facet of guerrilla
funding—from how activities are financed, to what insurgents do with the revenue they generate, to
the range of countermeasures in place for deterring their moneymaking activities. Case studies



prompt an analysis of past government responses and inform recommendations for countering
irregular warfare worldwide. Author Colin P. Clarke presents the business side of terrorism, taking a
look at the cash-producing ventures he labels gray activities such as diaspora support, charities,
fraudulent businesses, front companies, and money laundering as well as dark activities including
kidnapping for ransom, robbery, smuggling, trafficking, and extortion. He considers the
transnational efforts to stop terrorist activities—from wiretaps and electronic surveillance to
financial sanctions and the freezing of funds and accounts—and points to the emergence of
interagency task forces for detaining and destroying the operations of major criminal organizations
across the globe.
  risky business synopsis: Artificial Intelligence and the Legal Profession Michael Legg,
Felicity Bell, 2020-11-26 How are new technologies changing the practice of law? With examples
and explanations drawn from the UK, US, Canada, Australia and other common law countries, as
well as from China and Europe, this book considers the opportunities and implications for lawyers as
artificial intelligence systems become commonplace in legal service delivery. It examines what
lawyers do in the practice of law and where AI will impact this work. It also explains the important
continuing role of the lawyer in an AI world. This book is divided into three parts: Part A provides an
accessible explanation of AI, including diagrams, and contrasts this with the role and work of
lawyers. Part B focuses on six different aspects of legal work (litigation, transactional, dispute
resolution, regulation and compliance, criminal law and legal advice and strategy) where AI is
making a considerable impact and looks at how this is occurring. Part C discusses how lawyers and
law firms can best utilise the promise of AI, while also acknowledging its limitations. It also
discusses ethical and regulatory issues, including the lawyer's role in upholding the rule of law.
  risky business synopsis: The Ultimate History of the '80s Teen Movie James King,
2019-03-19 For fans of The Movies That Made Us, a behind-the-scenes look at what went into
making the favorite blockbuster films of the 1980s. A trip back to the era of troubled teens and
awesome soundtracks; of Reagan, rap, and Ridgemont High; of MTV, VHS, and “Axel F”; of
outsiders, lost boys, and dead poets; of Bill and Ted, Brooke Shields, and the Brat Pack; of three
Porky’s flicks, two Coreys, and one summer when “Baby” refused to be put in a corner. The Ultimate
History of the ’80s Teen Movie goes behind the scenes of a genre where cult hits mingled with
studio blockbusters, where giants like Spielberg and Coppola rubbed shoulders with baby-faced
first-timers, and where future superstars Sean, Demi, and Tom all got their big break. Music,
comedy, and politics all play a part in the surprisingly complex history of the ’80s teen movie. And
while the films might have been aimed primarily at adolescents, the best tackle universal issues and
remain relevant to all ages. From a late ’70s Hollywood influx to an early ’90s indie scene that gave
youth cinema a timely reboot, film expert James King highlights the personal struggles, the social
changes, and the boardroom shake-ups that produced an iconic time in movie history. “Admirably
opting for analysis over nostalgia and gossip, King examines the origin, production, and cultural
afterlife of seemingly every youth-centric 1980s movie you've ever heard of and more . . . An
excellent adventure through a distinct and genre-spanning era in cinema history. For casual movie
fans and industry-minded cinephiles alike.” —Library Journal
  risky business synopsis: The Standard , 1916
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