
is hancock fabrics still in business
is hancock fabrics still in business is a question that many fabric enthusiasts and DIY home
decorators have been asking in recent years. Hancock Fabrics was once a leading retailer in the fabric
and craft industry, known for its extensive selection of textiles and crafting supplies. However, the
company has faced significant challenges, including financial difficulties and changes in consumer
behavior. This article delves into the history of Hancock Fabrics, its rise and fall, the current status of
the business, and what this means for customers and the industry at large. We will also explore
potential alternatives for fabric shopping and provide insights into the future of fabric retail.
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History of Hancock Fabrics

Founding and Growth
Hancock Fabrics was established in 1962 and quickly became a significant player in the fabric retail
market. Originally based in the southeastern United States, the company expanded its operations and
opened numerous stores across the country. Hancock Fabrics was known for its vast selection of
fabrics, including quilting cottons, upholstery materials, and specialty fabrics, appealing to both
amateur and professional crafters.

Market Position and Competitors
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, Hancock Fabrics positioned itself as a go-to destination for fabric
and sewing supplies. The company competed with other fabric retailers like Joann and Michaels, as
well as local quilt shops. Its customer base was built on loyal sewing enthusiasts who relied on
Hancock for quality materials and expert advice.



Financial Challenges and Bankruptcy

Declining Sales and Market Changes
Despite its initial success, Hancock Fabrics encountered significant challenges in the late 2000s. The
rise of online shopping and changing consumer preferences led to declining sales. Many customers
began to favor the convenience of e-commerce over brick-and-mortar shopping, which placed
pressure on traditional retailers.

Bankruptcy Filings
In 2013, Hancock Fabrics filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection for the first time, citing the need
to restructure its debts and operations. During this process, the company closed several
underperforming stores and attempted to revitalize its brand. However, these efforts were not
sufficient to overcome the ongoing challenges.

Second Bankruptcy and Closure
In early 2016, Hancock Fabrics filed for bankruptcy again and announced that it would close its
remaining stores. This closure marked the end of an era for the brand, which had once been a staple
in the fabric retail industry. The bankruptcy proceedings led to the liquidation of assets, and the
company officially ceased operations later that year.

Current Status of Hancock Fabrics

Business Operations
As of now, Hancock Fabrics is no longer in business. The brand was officially dissolved in 2016, and
the physical stores that once dotted the landscape have been replaced by competing fabric and craft
retailers. While some remnants of the brand may exist online, they are not part of the original
company.

Online Presence and Legacy
Although Hancock Fabrics has ceased operations, some of its legacy lives on through various online
platforms where independent sellers may offer remnants or stock from the brand. However, these are
not affiliated with the original Hancock Fabrics and do not represent a continuation of the company.



Alternatives to Hancock Fabrics

Popular Fabric Retailers
For those looking for alternatives to Hancock Fabrics, several retailers provide a wide range of fabric
options. Here are some prominent alternatives:

Joann Fabric and Craft Stores

Michaels

Fabric.com

Online fabric retailers like Spoonflower

Local quilt shops

Each of these alternatives offers a unique selection of fabrics, crafting supplies, and sewing materials.
Additionally, many have embraced online shopping, providing customers with the convenience that
has become essential in today’s retail environment.

Online Shopping Options
The growth of e-commerce has opened up numerous online platforms where consumers can purchase
fabric. Websites such as Etsy and Amazon also feature a vast array of fabric options from various
sellers, allowing customers to find unique and specialty fabrics that may not be available in traditional
stores.

The Future of Fabric Retail

Trends in Fabric Shopping
The fabric retail industry is evolving, with a noticeable shift toward online shopping and digital
marketplaces. Retailers are investing in their online presence to meet consumer demand for
convenience and variety. This transition has led to the rise of niche fabric retailers that cater to
specific crafting communities, such as quilting or apparel making.

Impact of Technology
Technology is also influencing fabric retail through innovations such as augmented reality and virtual
fitting rooms, allowing customers to visualize how fabrics will look in their projects. These
advancements are expected to enhance the shopping experience and attract a new generation of



crafters.

Conclusion

In summary, is hancock fabrics still in business is a question that highlights the significant
changes in the fabric retail landscape. Once a beloved retailer, Hancock Fabrics has unfortunately
closed its doors, leaving behind a legacy that continues to influence the industry. However,
consumers have a variety of alternatives available to meet their fabric needs, from established
retailers to online marketplaces. As the fabric retail landscape continues to evolve, it is clear that
adaptability and innovation will be key to success in the future.

FAQs

Q: What caused Hancock Fabrics to close?
A: Hancock Fabrics closed due to declining sales, increased competition from online retailers, and
financial difficulties that led to multiple bankruptcy filings.

Q: Are there any stores that sell Hancock Fabrics products
now?
A: No, Hancock Fabrics is no longer in business, and any products associated with the brand are sold
independently by third-party sellers, not affiliated with the original company.

Q: What are the best alternatives to Hancock Fabrics?
A: Some popular alternatives include Joann Fabric and Craft Stores, Michaels, Fabric.com, and local
quilt shops, as well as various online retailers.

Q: Can I find Hancock Fabrics products online?
A: While you may find remnants or leftover stock from Hancock Fabrics on online marketplaces, these
are not officially associated with the original company and are sold by independent sellers.

Q: How has the fabric retail landscape changed since Hancock
Fabrics closed?
A: The fabric retail landscape has shifted significantly toward online shopping, with a rise in niche
retailers and the use of technology to enhance the customer experience.



Q: What should I look for when shopping for fabric online?
A: When shopping for fabric online, consider factors such as fabric type, quality, shipping options,
return policies, and customer reviews to ensure a positive shopping experience.

Q: Did Hancock Fabrics have a specific target audience?
A: Yes, Hancock Fabrics primarily targeted sewing enthusiasts, quilters, and DIY crafters looking for a
wide variety of fabrics and crafting supplies.

Q: What trends are influencing the future of fabric retail?
A: Trends such as increased online shopping, the use of technology in retail, and a focus on niche
markets are significantly influencing the future of fabric retail.

Q: Are local quilt shops still popular after Hancock Fabrics'
closure?
A: Yes, local quilt shops continue to be popular among fabric enthusiasts, offering unique selections
and a sense of community for crafters.
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