executive doctorate business

executive doctorate business programs have become increasingly popular among
professionals seeking to elevate their careers in the corporate world. These
advanced degrees focus on providing executive-level training that combines
theoretical knowledge with practical application, making them ideal for those
in leadership positions. This article delves into the intricacies of
executive doctorate business programs, including their structure, benefits,
and the career opportunities they unlock. Additionally, we will explore the
differences between various doctoral options and offer insights into choosing
the right program for your professional goals.

e Introduction to Executive Doctorate Business

e Understanding Executive Doctorate Business Programs
e Benefits of an Executive Doctorate in Business

e Types of Executive Doctorate Programs

e Choosing the Right Executive Doctorate Program

e Career Opportunities with an Executive Doctorate

e Conclusion

Understanding Executive Doctorate Business
Programs

Executive doctorate business programs are designed specifically for
experienced professionals who aim to enhance their strategic thinking,
leadership skills, and academic knowledge. Unlike traditional PhD programs,
these doctorates focus on practical applications of business theory and
research, making them highly relevant for executives and senior managers.

Typically, executive doctorate programs emphasize a cohort model, fostering
networking and collaboration among peers. This structure allows students to
share experiences and insights, enriching the learning process. Programs
often feature a blend of online and on-campus coursework, enabling
flexibility for busy professionals.

The Structure of Executive Doctorate Programs

The structure of executive doctorate programs generally includes core
courses, electives, and a dissertation or capstone project. Core courses
typically cover advanced topics in leadership, organizational behavior, and
strategic management. Electives allow students to tailor their education to
specific interests, such as entrepreneurship, finance, or international
business.



The dissertation or capstone project serves as a culmination of the student’s
learning experience, requiring them to conduct original research or develop a
comprehensive business solution. This project not only demonstrates mastery

of the subject matter but also contributes to the field of business practice.

Benefits of an Executive Doctorate in Business

Obtaining an executive doctorate in business offers numerous advantages that
can significantly impact a professional's career trajectory. One of the most
notable benefits is the enhanced credibility that comes with holding a
doctoral degree. Executives with an advanced degree often command greater
respect and recognition within their organizations and industries.

Additionally, these programs typically foster critical thinking and decision-
making skills, equipping graduates to tackle complex business challenges. The
rigorous academic training received during an executive doctorate program
prepares leaders to implement innovative solutions and drive organizational
change.

Networking Opportunities

Networking is another critical benefit of executive doctorate programs. By
studying alongside fellow executives, students can build a robust network of
contacts that can lead to future collaborations, partnerships, and career
advancements. These connections are invaluable in a competitive business
landscape.

Types of Executive Doctorate Programs

There are various types of executive doctorate programs available, each
catering to different professional needs and career aspirations. The most
common types include the Doctor of Business Administration (DBA), Executive
Doctorate in Business Administration (EDBA), and Doctor of Management (DM).
Each of these programs has its own unique focus and structure.

e Doctor of Business Administration (DBA): This program emphasizes the
application of theory to real-world business scenarios and is ideal for
professionals interested in research and consulting.

¢ Executive Doctorate in Business Administration (EDBA): Focused on
executive leadership and strategic decision-making, the EDBA is tailored
for senior business leaders seeking to enhance their expertise.

e Doctor of Management (DM): This program integrates management theory and
practice, preparing professionals to address complex organizational
issues and drive performance.



Program Duration and Requirements

Generally, executive doctorate programs can take anywhere from three to five
years to complete, depending on the institution and the student's pace.
Admission requirements often include a master’s degree, significant
professional experience, and a demonstrated capacity for leadership. Some
programs may also require standardized test scores, such as the GMAT or GRE.

Choosing the Right Executive Doctorate Program

Selecting the right executive doctorate program is a critical decision that
can influence your career path. Consider the following factors when
evaluating potential programs:

e Accreditation: Ensure that the program is accredited by a recognized
body, as this affects the degree's value and recognition in the job
market.

e Curriculum: Review the curriculum to ensure it aligns with your career
goals and interests.

e Faculty Expertise: Investigate the qualifications and backgrounds of
faculty members to ensure they have relevant experience in your area of
interest.

e Alumni Network: Consider the strength and engagement of the alumni
network, as this can provide valuable connections and opportunities.

Career Opportunities with an Executive
Doctorate

Graduates of executive doctorate business programs often find themselves
well-positioned for high-level leadership roles across various industries.
The skills and knowledge gained from these programs enable them to take on
challenges such as strategic planning, organizational development, and
innovation management.

Common career paths for executive doctorate graduates include:

e Chief Executive Officer (CEO): Leading an organization and making
strategic decisions that shape its future.

e Chief Financial Officer (CFO): Overseeing financial strategies and
managing company finances.

e Consultant: Providing expert advice to organizations on improving
performance and efficiency.



e University Professor: Teaching and conducting research in business
administration or related fields.

Conclusion

Executive doctorate business programs represent a valuable investment for
professionals aiming to advance their careers and enhance their strategic
capabilities. With a focus on practical application, networking, and rigorous
academic training, these programs prepare graduates to excel in leadership
positions and drive organizational success. As the business landscape
continues to evolve, the skills acquired through an executive doctorate will
remain crucial for navigating future challenges and opportunities.

Q: What is an executive doctorate in business?

A: An executive doctorate in business is an advanced degree designed for
experienced professionals, focusing on applying theoretical knowledge to
practical business challenges, enhancing leadership skills, and fostering
strategic thinking.

Q: How long does it take to complete an executive
doctorate program?

A: Typically, executive doctorate programs take three to five years to
complete, depending on the institution and the student's pace of study.

Q: What are the different types of executive
doctorate programs available?

A: Common types of executive doctorate programs include the Doctor of
Business Administration (DBA), Executive Doctorate in Business Administration
(EDBA), and Doctor of Management (DM), each with unique focuses and
structures.

Q: What are the benefits of obtaining an executive
doctorate in business?

A: Benefits include enhanced credibility, improved critical thinking and
decision—-making skills, networking opportunities, and the ability to tackle
complex business challenges.

Q: What are the career opportunities for graduates of
executive doctorate programs?

A: Graduates can pursue high-level roles such as Chief Executive Officer



(CEO), Chief Financial Officer (CFO), management consultant, or university
professor, among other leadership positions.

Q: How should I choose the right executive doctorate
program?
A: Consider factors such as accreditation, curriculum alignment with career

goals, faculty expertise, and the strength of the alumni network when
selecting an executive doctorate program.

Q: Do I need a master's degree to apply for an
executive doctorate program?

A: Yes, most executive doctorate programs require applicants to hold a
master’s degree and possess significant professional experience in a relevant
field.

Q: Are executive doctorate programs offered online?

A: Many institutions offer online or hybrid formats for executive doctorate
programs, providing flexibility for working professionals.

Q: What is the dissertation or capstone project in
executive doctorate programs?

A: The dissertation or capstone project is a significant research endeavor or
practical project that demonstrates the student’s mastery of the subject and
contributes to the field of business practice.

Q: What skills will I gain from an executive
doctorate in business?

A: Students will develop advanced leadership, strategic thinking, problem-—
solving, and research skills, which are crucial for success in high-level
management roles.
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executive doctorate business: Executive Business Doctorate Ginger Lange, 2017 There is a
significant rise in executive doctoral programs offered by business schools. In offering the executive
doctorate, the school administrators opportunistically seek to address an underserved population.
This population is comprised of experienced professionals characterized by their collective desire to
educate themselves beyond the master's degree level in business, but for whom the traditional,
full-time Ph.D. program path does not meet their needs. Although executive doctoral programs seem
well-positioned to serve the needs of this population, this relatively new option has yet to prove
sustainable value. Thus, the choice to pursue the executive doctorate is risky for prospective
students, especially given the significant investments of money, time, and effort. This case study
examined the motivations, expectancies, experiences, and outcomes from the perspective of
executive doctoral program graduates through the application of modern expectancy-value theory.
The researchers conducted in-depth interviews with 33 graduates from five AACSB-accredited
executive doctoral programs. The researchers analyzed responses to 37 questions using qualitative
and quantitative analysis methods. The results provided rich understanding into the decision process
and factors impacting the obtainment of the doctoral degree and realizing value through associated
outcomes. This empirical study contributes theoretically by applying all four value components of
expectancy-value theory in the graduate business school setting. The research contributes to
practice by providing valuable insights to prospective students and doctoral program administrators.

executive doctorate business: Executive Business Doctorate Ginger Lange, Kamau Smith,
Katherine Spradley, Wesley James Johnston, 2018 In recent years, the number of executive doctoral
programs that business schools offer has risen significantly. For program administrators, offering
the doctorate lets them address an underserved population of experienced professionals who desire
a business education beyond the master's degree, but for whom traditional, full-time Ph.D. programs
are impractical. Although executive doctoral programs seem well positioned to serve this
population's needs, this relatively new educational option has yet to garner wide acceptance and
recognition for its value in business and academic communities alike. Thus, for prospective students,
choosing to pursue the doctorate is risky, especially given the significant investments of money,
time, and effort. This study applies modern expectancy-value theory to examine the motivations,
expectancies, experiences, and outcomes from the perspective of program graduates. The
researchers conducted in-depth interviews with 33 graduates from five doctoral programs in the
United States. The five core findings provide rich insights into the decision process, as well as into
factors impacting the obtainment of the doctorate and realizing its value. From this study, we argue
that the doctorate is valuable and is an essential bridge between academia and industry. This
empirical study contributes theoretically by applying the modern expectancy-value theory in the
doctoral business school setting; it contributes to practice by providing valuable insights for
prospective students and program administrators.

executive doctorate business: Graduate Programs in Business, Education, Information
Studies, Law & Social Work 2015 (Grad 6) Peterson's, 2014-12-30 Graduate Programs in Business,
Education, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2015 contains helpful facts and figures on more
than 11,000 graduate programs. The comprehensive directory includes more than 1,850 institutions
and their programs in all of the relevant disciplines such as accounting and finance, business
management, education, law, library and information sciences, marketing, social work, and many
more. Informative data profiles feature facts and figures on accreditation, degree requirements,
application deadlines, contact information, financial support, faculty, and student body profiles.
Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by featured institutions, offer complete details on specific
graduate program, school, or department as well as information on faculty research. Comprehensive
directories list programs in this volume, as well as others in the graduate series.

executive doctorate business: Peterson's Graduate Programs in Business, Education, Health,
Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2012 Peterson's, 2012-05-15 Peterson's Graduate Programs
in Business, Education, Health, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2012 contains a wealth of
info on accredited institutions offering graduate degrees in these fields. Up-to-date info, collected



through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional Institutions, provides valuable data
on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly offered degrees, part-time &
evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees, faculty, students, requirements,
expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and application contact information.
There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific graduate program or department,
faculty members and their research, and more. Also find valuable articles on financial assistance, the
graduate admissions process, advice for international and minority students, and facts about
accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.

executive doctorate business: Graduate Programs in Business, Education, Information
Studies, Law & Social Work 2014 (Grad 6) Peterson's, 2013-12-20 Peterson's Graduate
Programs in Business, Education, Information Studies, Law & Social Work 2014 contains
comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000 graduate programs in disciplines such as, accounting &
finance, business administration & management, education, human resources, international
business, law, library & information studies, marketing, social work, transportation management,
and more. Up-to-date info, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable data on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly offered
degrees, part-time & evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees, faculty,
students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and application
contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific graduate
program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. Also find valuable articles
on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international and minority
students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.

executive doctorate business: Peterson's Graduate Programs in Engineering & Applied
Sciences 2012 Peterson's, 2012-03-09 Peterson's Graduate Programs in Engineering & Applied
Sciences 2012 contains a wealth of information on accredited institutions offering graduate degree
programs in these fields. Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate
and Professional Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional
accreditation, jointly offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate
distance degrees, faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and
unit head and application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about
a specific graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. There
are also valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for
international and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting
agencies.

executive doctorate business: Business and Management Doctorates World-Wide Nicola
J. Palmer, Julie Davies, Clare Viney, 2023-12-04 Business and Management Doctorates World-Wide
offers detailed comparative analysis of current practices to highlight reasons for commonalities and
differences in different parts of the world with suggestions about lessons shared in diverse contexts.

executive doctorate business: Graduate Programs in the Biological/Biomed Sciences &
Health-Related/Med Prof 2015 (Grad 3) Peterson's, 2014-12-16 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the
Biological/Biomedical Sciences & Health-Related Medical Professions 2015 contains profiles of 6,750
graduate programs at over 1,200 institutions in the biological/biomedical sciences and
health-related/medical professions. Informative data profiles are included for 6,750 graduate
programs in every available discipline in the biological and biomedical sciences and health-related
medical professions, including facts and figures on accreditation, degree requirements, application
deadlines and contact information, financial support, faculty, and student body profiles. Two-page
in-depth descriptions, written by featured institutions, offer complete details on specific graduate
program, school, or department as well as information on faculty research and the college or
university. Comprehensive directories list programs in this volume, as well as others in the graduate
series.

executive doctorate business: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Online Education Steven L. Danver,



2016-04-15 Online education, both by for-profit institutions and within traditional universities, has
seen recent tremendous growth and appeal - but online education has many aspects that are not well
understood. The SAGE Encyclopedia of Online Education provides a thorough and engaging
reference on all aspects of this field, from the theoretical dimensions of teaching online to the
technological aspects of implementing online courses—with a central focus on the effective
education of students. Key topics explored through over 350 entries include: - Technology used in
the online classroom - Institutions that have contributed to the growth of online education -
Pedagogical basis and strategies of online education - Effectiveness and assessment - Different types
of online education and best practices - The changing role of online education in the global
education system

executive doctorate business: Graduate Programs in Engineering & Applied Sciences 2015
(Grad 5) Peterson's, 2014-11-11 Peterson's Graduate Programs in Engineering & Applied Sciences
2015 contains comprehensive profiles of more than 3,850 graduate programs in all relevant
disciplines-including aerospace/aeronautical engineering, agricultural engineering &
bioengineering, chemical engineering, civil and environmental engineering, computer science and
information technology, electrical and computer engineering, industrial engineering,
telecommunications, and more. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by featured institutions,
offer complete details on a specific graduate program, school, or department as well as information
on faculty research. Comprehensive directories list programs in this volume, as well as others in the
Peterson's graduate series.

executive doctorate business: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences
2014 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2013-11-22 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts &
Social Sciences 2014 contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000 graduate programs in
disciplines such as, applied arts & design, area & cultural studies, art & art history, conflict
resolution & mediation/peace studies, criminology & forensics, language & literature, psychology &
counseling, religious studies, sociology, anthropology, archaeology and more. Up-to-date data,
collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional Institutions, provides
valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly offered degrees,
part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees, faculty, students,
requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and application contact
information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific graduate program or
department, faculty members and their research, and more. There are also valuable articles on
financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international and minority
students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.

executive doctorate business: The Future of Management Education Stéphanie Dameron,
Thomas Durand, 2017-01-25 This book discusses the new challenges facing Business Schools around
the world with potential scenarios that may be envisioned for 2030 and strategies for stakeholders.
Based on documented descriptions of competitive dynamics in the ‘business’ of business schools in a
variety of countries, the authors highlight the fact that the ‘industry’ of management education is
going through major changes such as new governance and business models, mergers and
acquisitions, internationalization of faculty and students coexisting with entrenchment in local
markets, ever more needs for financial resources, development of distant and blended learning, and
increasing pressure for research output to boost rankings. With concerns surrounding the
sustainability of current trends in faculty salary inflation, social acceptability of higher fees, cost of
distance learning and the risk of an academic-industry divide around knowledge produced by
management research, The Future of Management Education develops an analysis of business
models and institution regulation. The two volumes cover the context of Business Schools in ten
countries and grapples with the challenges they currently face. They specifically discuss foresight
scenarios and strategic implications for stakeholders (Deans, faculty, students, prospective students,
alumni, local businesses, corporations, government, accreditation bodies).

executive doctorate business: The Purpose of Business Albert Erisman, David Gautschi,



2015-10-07 Business is a vital institution for a flourishing society, but there is mounting concern
about its role in distorting wealth distribution, enabling and rewarding unethical behaviour, and
despoiling the natural environment. A Consortium was formed in 2009 under the leadership of David
Gautschi to bring together academics, business people, and interested members of society from
around the world to discuss two questions: what is the purpose of business, and what is the role of
the business school in the academy? Consortium Fellows gathered in eight sessions over five years
from 29 countries to discuss, debate, and share perspectives on these questions. The Purpose of
Business is an edited collection drawing from the perspectives of these sessions, with contributors
from North America, South America, Europe, and Asia bringing culturally and intellectually diverse
perspectives on these critical questions. This multifaceted work offers an exploration of business in
relation to religion, art, neuroscience, geopolitics, energy, and beyond to inspire a better
understanding of the role of business in the 21st century interconnected world.

executive doctorate business: CompetitiveEdge:A Guide to Business Programs 2013
Peterson's, 2013-04-15 Peterson's CompetitiveEdge: A Guide to Graduate Business Programs 2013 is
a user-friendly guide to hundreds of graduate business programs in the United States, Canada, and
abroad. Readers will find easy-to-read narrative descriptions that focus on the essential information
that defines each business school or program, with photos offering a look at the faces of students,
faculty, and important campus locales. Quick Facts offer indispensible data on costs and financial
aid information, application deadlines, valuable contact information, and more. Also includes
enlightening articles on today's MBA degree, admissions and application advice, new business
programs, and more.

executive doctorate business: Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Physical Sciences,
Mathematics, Agricultural Sciences, the Environment & Natural Resources 2012 Peterson's,
2011-12-30 Graduate Programs in the Physical Sciences, Mathematics, Agricultural Sciences, the
Environment & Natural Resources 2012 contains more than 2,900 graduate programs in 59
disciplines-including agriculture and food sciences, astronomy and astrophysics, chemistry, physics,
mathematics, environmental sciences and management, natural resources, marine sciences, and
more. This guide is part of Peterson's six-volume Annual Guides to Graduate Study, the only annually
updated reference work of its kind, provides wide-ranging information on the graduate and
professional programs offered by U.S.-accredited colleges and universities in the United States and
throughout the world. Informative data profiles for more than 2,900 graduate programs in 59
disciplines, including facts and figures on accreditation, degree requirements, application deadlines
and contact information, financial support, faculty, and student body profiles. Two-page in-depth
descriptions, written by featured institutions, offer complete details on specific graduate programs,
schools, or departments as well as information on faculty research and the college or university.
Expert advice on the admissions process, financial support, and accrediting agencies.
Comprehensive directories list programs in this volume, as well as others in the graduate series.
Up-to-date appendixes list institutional changes since the last addition along with abbreviations used
in the guide

executive doctorate business: Peterson's Graduate Programs in Business, Education, Health,
Information Studies, Law and Social Work Peterson's Guides Staff, Peterson's Guides, Inc, 2006-12
Detailed program listings of accredited graduate programs in the physical sciences, math, and
agricultural scienes.

executive doctorate business: Graduate & Professional Programs: An Overview 2014 (Grad 1)
Peterson's, 2014-01-09 Peterson's Graduate & Professional Programs: An Overview 2014 contains
more than 2,250 university/college profiles that offer valuable information on graduate and
professional degrees and certificates, enrollment figures, tuition, financial support, housing, faculty,
research affiliations, library facilities, and contact information. This graduate guide enables students
to explore program listings by field and by institution. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by
administrators at featured institutions, give complete details on the graduate study available.
Readers will benefit from the expert advice on the admissions process, financial support, and




accrediting agencies.

executive doctorate business: Graduate & Professional Programs: An Overview 2015
(Grad 1) Peterson's, 2014-12-23 Graduate & Professional Programs: An Overview 2015 contains
over 2,000 university and college profiles with detailed information on the degrees available,
enrollment figures, tuition, financial support, housing, faculty, research affiliations, library facilities,
and contact information. This graduate guide enables students to explore program listings by field,
geographic area, and institution. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by each featured
institution, give complete details on the graduate study available. Up-to-date appendixes list
institution changes since the last edition and abbreviations used in the guide. Graduate &
Professional Programs: An Overview 2015 is the latest in Peterson's 40+ year history of providing
prospective students with the most up-to-date graduate school information available.

executive doctorate business: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences
2015 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2014-11-25 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts &
Social Sciences 2015 contains details on more than 11,000 graduate programs of study across all
relevant disciplines-including the arts and architecture, communications and media, psychology and
counseling, political science and international affairs, economics, and sociology, anthropology,
archaeology, and more. Informative data profiles include facts and figures on accreditation, degree
requirements, application deadlines and contact information, financial support, faculty, and student
body profiles. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by featured institutions, offer complete details
on specific graduate programs, schools, or departments as well as information on faculty research.
Comprehensive directories list programs in this volume, as well as others in the graduate series.

executive doctorate business: Leadership and Change Management Daphne Halkias,
Joseph C. Santora, Nicholas Harkiolakis, Paul W. Thurman, 2017-03-16 A leader’s role in the
management of change is a critical issue for successful outcomes of strategic initiatives.
Globalization and economic instability have prompted an increase in organizational changes related
to downsizing and restructuring in order to improve financial performance and organizational
competitiveness. Researchers agree that a leader’s inability to fully understand what is needed in
order to guide their organization through successful change can be a reason for failure. Proper
planning and management of change can reduce the likelihood of failure, promote change
effectiveness, and increase employee engagement. Yet, change in organizations must be viewed as a
continuous activity that affects both organizational and individual outcomes. If change management
can be considered as an event induced by socio-cultural factors, the cultural variable gains greater
significance when applied to the quality of the relationship between a leader and their team. Many
organizations today are on the verge of internationalization. It is here that the cultural context can
affect behaviors and, in the same way, leadership style. The research presented in this book by an
eminent group of scholars explores the influence of culture - ethnic, regional, religious - on how
leaders manage change within organizations.
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