family business cast new orleans

family business cast new orleans is a term that resonates deeply with the rich culture and vibrant
entrepreneurial spirit of the Crescent City. New Orleans, known for its unique blend of French,
Spanish, and African influences, is not only a hub for music and cuisine but also a thriving ground
for family businesses that have flourished for generations. This article delves into the significance of
family businesses in New Orleans, highlights notable examples in the area, discusses the challenges
and advantages they face, and explores how they contribute to the local economy and community.

In understanding the impact of family enterprises, we'll also examine their roles in preserving
cultural heritage and fostering community ties. This comprehensive exploration aims to provide
insights into the inner workings of family businesses in New Orleans, offering a well-rounded
perspective on their importance and enduring legacy.
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e Future of Family Businesses in New Orleans

Understanding Family Businesses in New Orleans

Family businesses are defined as enterprises owned and operated by members of the same family. In
New Orleans, these businesses often reflect the unique cultural heritage and traditions of the region.
They range from small eateries and boutiques to large manufacturing firms, all contributing to the
vibrant tapestry of the local economy.

The structure of family businesses in New Orleans often involves multi-generational ownership,
where family members play key roles in operations, management, and strategic decision-making.
This continuity fosters a strong sense of identity and loyalty among employees and customers alike.
Moreover, family businesses tend to prioritize long-term growth over short-term profits, emphasizing
sustainability and community engagement.

Notable Family Businesses in New Orleans

Several family businesses have made a significant mark in New Orleans, each with its own unique



story and contribution to the local culture and economy. Here are a few notable examples:

e Café du Monde: Established in 1862, this iconic coffee shop is famous for its beignets and
café au lait. It has remained a family-run business, drawing tourists and locals alike.

e Antoine’s Restaurant: Operating since 1840, Antoine’s is one of the oldest family-run
restaurants in the United States, known for its Creole cuisine and rich history.

¢ Rouse’s Markets: Founded in 1960, this grocery store chain has become a staple in New
Orleans, emphasizing local products and community engagement.

e Gambino’s Bakery: This family-owned bakery has been serving the New Orleans community
since 1949, particularly renowned for its king cakes during Mardi Gras season.

These businesses exemplify the resilience and adaptability of family enterprises in a dynamic
economic environment, maintaining their core values while evolving to meet contemporary
consumer needs.

Challenges Faced by Family Businesses

While family businesses in New Orleans have many strengths, they also encounter a variety of
challenges. These challenges can impact their longevity and success. Some common issues include:

¢ Succession Planning: Transitioning leadership to the next generation can be fraught with
difficulties, especially if family dynamics are complicated.

e Market Competition: Family businesses often compete with larger corporations that have
more resources, making it challenging to maintain market share.

e Financial Constraints: Access to capital can be limited for family businesses, which may rely
on personal savings or loans rather than external investments.

¢ Regulatory Compliance: Navigating local and state regulations can be particularly
challenging for small family-owned enterprises.

Addressing these challenges requires strategic planning, open communication within the family, and
a willingness to adapt to changing market conditions.

Advantages of Family Businesses

Despite the challenges, family businesses in New Orleans also enjoy several advantages that can
enhance their prospects for success. Some of these advantages include:

e Strong Brand Loyalty: Customers often develop a personal connection with family
businesses, leading to high levels of loyalty and repeat patronage.



e Community Engagement: Family businesses typically have deep roots in their communities
and are more likely to invest in local initiatives and charities.

 Flexibility and Adaptability: Family-run enterprises can often make swift decisions in
response to market changes, allowing them to pivot when necessary.

e Long-term Focus: Family businesses are often driven by a desire to create a legacy, which
can lead to more sustainable business practices.

These advantages can position family businesses favorably as they navigate the complexities of the
modern economy.

The Economic Impact of Family Businesses

Family businesses play a crucial role in the economy of New Orleans. They contribute significantly to
job creation, local employment, and the overall economic vitality of the region. According to various
studies, family businesses account for a substantial portion of the GDP and provide numerous job
opportunities.

Moreover, family-owned businesses often prioritize local sourcing, which supports other local
enterprises and fosters a robust supply chain within the community. This interconnectedness
enhances economic resilience and supports the local culture.

Cultural Significance of Family Businesses

The cultural significance of family businesses in New Orleans cannot be overstated. They are often
seen as custodians of tradition, preserving culinary, artistic, and entrepreneurial legacies that
reflect the city's diverse heritage. Family businesses contribute to the cultural fabric of New Orleans
through:

e Preservation of Traditions: Many family businesses maintain traditional recipes and
practices, ensuring that cultural heritage is passed down through generations.

e Support for Local Artists: Family-owned establishments frequently showcase local artists
and craftsmen, promoting New Orleans' rich artistic community.

e Community Events: Many family businesses host or sponsor events that celebrate local
culture, such as festivals, parades, and art exhibitions.

Through these contributions, family businesses help to sustain the vibrant culture that makes New
Orleans a unique destination.



Future of Family Businesses in New Orleans

The future of family businesses in New Orleans appears promising, with emerging trends indicating
a potential for growth and sustainability. As younger generations become more involved in their
family’s enterprises, innovative ideas and modern business practices are being integrated into
traditional operations.

Additionally, the increasing emphasis on local and sustainable products is fostering a favorable
environment for family businesses. Consumers are increasingly seeking authentic experiences and
supporting local enterprises, which aligns perfectly with the values of family-run businesses.

Furthermore, embracing technology and e-commerce can provide family businesses with new
avenues for reaching customers and expanding their market presence, ensuring their relevance in a
fast-changing economy.

Q: What defines a family business?

A: A family business is typically defined as a business that is owned and operated by members of the
same family. This can include enterprises where family members are involved in management and
decision-making, often spanning multiple generations.

Q: Why are family businesses important in New Orleans?

A: Family businesses are important in New Orleans because they contribute significantly to the local
economy, preserve cultural heritage, and foster community engagement. They often provide unique
products and services that reflect the city’s rich traditions.

Q: What are some challenges faced by family businesses in
New Orleans?

A: Family businesses in New Orleans face challenges such as succession planning, market
competition, financial constraints, and navigating regulatory compliance. These challenges can
affect their long-term viability and success.

Q: Can family businesses adapt to modern market trends?

A: Yes, many family businesses in New Orleans are successfully adapting to modern market trends
by embracing technology, focusing on sustainability, and responding to changing consumer
preferences, which helps ensure their relevance in the future.

Q: How do family businesses contribute to the local economy?

A: Family businesses contribute to the local economy by creating jobs, supporting local suppliers,
and generating tax revenue. They often prioritize local sourcing, which helps strengthen the regional
economy.



Q: What is the cultural significance of family businesses in
New Orleans?

A: The cultural significance of family businesses in New Orleans lies in their role as custodians of
tradition. They preserve culinary practices, support local artists, and engage in community events
that celebrate the city’s unique heritage.

Q: Are there any notable family businesses in New Orleans?

A: Yes, notable family businesses in New Orleans include Café du Monde, Antoine’s Restaurant,
Rouse’s Markets, and Gambino’s Bakery. Each of these businesses has a rich history and plays a
vital role in the community.

Q: What advantages do family businesses have over corporate
entities?

A: Family businesses often enjoy advantages such as strong brand loyalty, community engagement,
flexibility in decision-making, and a long-term focus on sustainability, which can help them thrive in
competitive markets.

Q: What trends are shaping the future of family businesses in
New Orleans?

A: Trends shaping the future of family businesses in New Orleans include the increased emphasis on
local and sustainable products, the integration of technology and e-commerce, and the involvement
of younger generations bringing fresh ideas and innovations.

Q: How can family businesses maintain their legacy?

A: Family businesses can maintain their legacy by developing clear succession plans, fostering
strong family ties, embracing innovation, and staying connected to their community while upholding
the traditions that define their brand.
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family business cast new orleans: Playing the Board Trey Peters, 2008-09 Mac Chauvin, a
hard luck kid from New Orleans, faces the daunting task of starting his life over after his second
parent passes away from cancer. His savior comes in two unlikely forms: the New Orleans mafia and
poker's, Texas Hold'em. This budding poker star ends up in the wrong place at the wrong time; one
time too often. Dominated by a life of poker and organized crime, Mac is forced to either play the
cards he's been dealt or fold his hand and fade away into relative obscurity. Playing the Board is a
thrilling suspenseful fictional novel. Based primarily in the city of New Orleans, this novel covers, in
depth, the world of orgainzed crime and intense poker training. With twist and turns at every corner,
Playing the Board is guaranteed to be the closest thing a reader will come to a sure thing.

family business cast new orleans: Cast Away Stones Katherine Imogene Youngblood,
2017-02-16 Some Friendships Are Worth Dying For Louisiana, 1848. Catarine, determined and
decisive, left her beautiful family home, Magnolia Plantation, ensconced on the banks of the
Mississippi River. What danger led her to leave abruptly, to live a life disguised on the streets of
New Orleans, only to be rescued by the captivating Darla Morinay, a wealthy free woman of color?
The two young women, from vastly different backgrounds, forge a loyal friendship unlikely to be
shaken until Darla discovers Catarine's hidden secret and the true reason she had run away. Cast
Away Stones, the first book in the series, is about friendships worth dying for, that cross time and
racial boundaries, and speak to humanity today.

family business cast new orleans: Wined and Died in New Orleans Ellen Byron,
2023-02-07 The second in a fantastic new cozy mystery series with a vintage flair from USA Today
bestselling and Agatha Award-winning author Ellen Byron. It’s hurricane season in New Orleans and
vintage cookbook fan Ricki James-Diaz is trying to shelve her weather-related fears and focus on her
business, Miss Vee’s Vintage Cookbook and Kitchenware Shop, housed in the magnificent Bon Vee
Culinary House Museum. Repairs on the property unearth crates of very old, very valuable French
wine, buried by the home’s builder, Jean-Louis Charbonnet. Ricki, who’s been struggling to attract
more customers to Miss Vee’s, is thrilled when her post about the discovery of this long-buried
treasure goes viral. She’s less thrilled when the post brings distant Charbonnet family members out
of the woodwork, all clamoring for a cut of the wine’s sale. When a dead body turns up in Bon Vee’s
cheery fall decorations, the NOPD zeroes in on Eugenia Charbonnet Felice as the prime suspect,
figuring that as head of the Charbonnet family, she has the most to gain. Ricki is determined to
uncover the real culprit, but she can’t help noticing that Eugenia is acting strangely. Ricki wonders
what kind of secret her mentor has bottled up, and fears what might happen if she uncorks it. In the
second Vintage Cookbook Mystery, Ricki has to help solve a murder, untangle family secrets, and
grow her business, all while living under the threat of a hurricane that could wipe out everything
from her home to Bon Vee.

family business cast new orleans: American Catholics and the Quest for Equality in the
Civil War Era Robert Emmett Curran, 2023-03 Robert Emmett Curran’s masterful treatment of
American Catholicism in the Civil War era is the first comprehensive history of Roman Catholics in
the North and South before, during, and after the war. Curran provides an in-depth look at how the
momentous developments of these decades affected the entire Catholic community, including Black
and indigenous Americans. He also explores the ways that Catholics contributed to the reshaping of
a nation that was testing the fundamental proposition of equality set down by its founders.
Ultimately, Curran concludes, the revolution that the war touched off remained unfinished, indeed
was turned backward, in no small part by Catholics who marred their pursuit of equality with a
truncated vision of who deserved to share in its realization.

family business cast new orleans: Classic Restaurants of New Orleans Alexandra Kennon,
2013-09-03 A culinary history of some of the Crescent City’s best restaurants through the years,
featuring delicious recipes you can make at home. Every New Orleanian knows Leah Chase’s gumbo,
but few realize that the Freedom Fighters gathered and strategized over bowls of that very dish. Or
that Parkway’s roast beef po-boy originated in a streetcar conductors’ strike. In a town where
Antoine’s Oysters Rockefeller is still served up by the founder’s great-great-grandson, discover the



chefs and restaurateurs who kept their gas flames burning through the Great Depression and
Hurricane Katrina. Author Alexandra Kennon weaves the classic offerings of Creole grande dames
together with contemporary neighborhood staples for a guide through the Crescent City's culinary
soul. From Brennan’s Bananas Foster to Galatoire’s Soufflé Potatoes, this collection also features a
recipe from each restaurant, allowing readers to replicate iconic New Orleans cuisine at home. “I tip
my toque to Alex Kennon for a captivating walk through New Orleans’ restaurant history—from the
owners who preserved these houses of gastronomy to the legendary chefs who managed taste and
flavor. As reflected through these pages, the Crescent City feeds the soul like no other place on the
globe.” —Chef John D. Folse, Louisiana’s culinary ambassador to the world “The roux-spattered
archives of Antoine’s, Arnaud’s, Parkway Bakery and Tavern, and other heavyweights are crammed
with anecdotes, not to mention recipes, but that’s where Kennon'’s highly unusual CV comes in. The
editor/entertainer sifts through a century and a half of culinary histories to craft a compelling
narrative rife with colorful traditions . . . Just as valuable are her expansive conversations with
owners, chefs, bartenders, and oyster shuckers alike as they tote weighty reputations and make
delicate changes with another century of success in mind.” —Country Roads Magazine “Within its
pages, Kennon explores what it’s like to be part of the process of creating the thousands of
memorable meals that have been served at some of the most beloved (and mostly family-run)
restaurants over the decades.” —The Advocate

family business cast new orleans: Tom Benson Kathy Finn, 2016-11-03 A biography on the
self-made tycoon who rose from car salesman to owner of the New Orleans Saints, and grappled
with tragedies along the way. From salesman to dealership owner, New Orleans-born billionaire Tom
Benson started in business with cars, which paved the way for his other profitable enterprises that
include banks, real estate, and the New Orleans Saints. Kathy Finn’s biography of this self-made
tycoon reveals some of the mystery behind the legend. Beginning with his working-class childhood in
New Orleans, Finn delves into the contention surrounding Benson, from the controversial
near-relocation of the Saints to the dramatic legal battle with his daughter. Including interviews with
friends, family, and acquaintances, this extensive compilation sheds light on the man behind the
empire—his successes and his tragedies.

family business cast new orleans: Cast Iron Architecture In America Margot Gayle, Carol
Gayle, 1998-01-06 The first book on the life and work of 19th-century American inventor and
entrepreneur James Bogardus, known for his unique grinding mill and other patented devices.
However, his enduring claim to fame is his cast-iron structures, forerunners of the modern
skyscraper. Modern interest in Bogardus stems from the historic preservation movement. His four
surviving buildings in New York are recognized landmarks. Illustrated.

family business cast new orleans: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature
in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys American literature
from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of American works and
authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful and engaging
material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of American literary
history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in
Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary movements and genres
through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political contexts that have
shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context
provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are emblematic of the
diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented, such as the Beats,
but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native American literature,
African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the diversity of
American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material provides
indispensable information for student research.

family business cast new orleans: The Finkel Family Memoirs Murray I. Finkel, A. Allan
Finkel, Finkel A Dotty Finkel and Esther Kasden, 2010-04 Both Max and Bessie arrived in the United



States in 1905, after having fled the tyrannies, anti-Semitism, persecutions, poverty, and hunger of
Eastern Europe. Grandpa was twenty years old at the time. He took up the trade of carpentry, as his
father before him. Grandma was fifteen years old and had seen the horrors of a pogrom which had
killed her mother. She was unhappy with her stepmother and lonely for her older sister, who was
already in the United States. Grandpa and Grandma settled in the Lower East Side of New York, met
each other, and married in 1910. They had simply moved from one shtetel to another. Yiddish was
the primary language spoken at home by the entire family. By the time Murray was born in 1922,
Belle was twelve, Esther was nine, and [ was five years old. We had been exposed to English, which
became our second language. -A. Allan Finkel Four generations after Max and Bessie's arrival in
America, we Finkels have multiplied and thrived in our new home. From the Old World to Ellis
Island, from the Lower East Side to Brooklyn, from Long Island and South Fallsburg, these memoirs
tell our story.

family business cast new orleans: Sacred Ground Robert S. Brantley, 2019-10-08 Sacred
Ground is a sumptuous photographic portrait of New Orleans's legendary cemeteries. Robert S.
Brantley celebrates the otherworldly landscapes, intricate ironwork, evocative memorials, and
stately monuments as vibrant sites of remembrance. New Orleans history is further revealed
through biographies of twenty individuals whose grave sites are among those featured, including
entrepreneurs, celebrated musicians, a world-class violin maker, an ex-slave turned minister, a
ship's captain, and a young soldier felled by Spanish flu while in basic training for World War 1. The
rich duotone photographs, organized by cemetery, are followed by an index identifying the tombs
and their iconography; an introduction by S. Frederick Starr provides background on New Orleans
cemetery history, culture, and burial customs. Sacred Ground provides a stunning exploration of the
traditions born of New Orleans's unique religious, cultural, and ethnic diversity.

family business cast new orleans: Moon New Orleans Nora McGunnigle, 2020-05-26 The
spicy scent of crawfish, the crooning of a corner saxophonist, the refreshing sip of an authentic
Sazerac: New Orleans is a true sensory feast. Take a bite out of the Big Easy with Moon New
Orleans. Explore the City: Navigate by neighborhood or by activity with color-coded maps, or follow
a guided neighborhood walk through Uptown, the Warehouse District, Treme, and more See the
Sites: Learn about African American history at the Backstreet Cultural Museum, ride the St. Charles
Streetcar, and sip a little something while you shop on Magazine Street. Take a leisurely bike ride in
City Park, appreciate the wild beauty of the bayou, and explore 300 years of history in the city's
famous cemeteries. Get a Taste of the City: Enjoy funky eateries serving Asian-Southern fusion,
vegan soul food, and modern Latin fare, or head uptown to the classic French-Creole restaurants
and corner po-boy shops. Savor sweet beignets with cafe au lait, sample Cajun classics like alligator
and boudin, and dive into a delicious bowl of gumbo Bars and Nightlife: Sip a Sazerac in the
Roosevelt Hotel or a Ramos Gin Fizz straight from a shaker machine, listen to the live music on
Frenchmen Street, discover the best gay bars in town, and take your cocktail to go. Sample stouts at
a local microbrewery, see what's on draft at the first cidery in New Orleans, and find out where the
locals go to laissez les bon temps rouler Local Advice from proud New Orleanian Nora McGunnigle
Flexible, Strategic Itineraries for music lovers, foodies, history buffs, and more, plus easy trips
outside the city including Jungle Gardens, Bayou Teche Brewing, and the Blue Moon Saloon and
Guesthouse Tips for Travelers including where to stay, how to safely bike around the city, and advice
for LGBTQ+ visitors, international travelers, families with children, and more Maps and Tools like
background information on the history and culture of New Orleans, easy-to-read maps, full-color
photos, and neighborhood guides Go beyond the French Quarter and experience the real New
Orleans with Moon's practical tips and local know-how. Hitting the road? Try Moon Nashville to New
Orleans Road Trip. If you're heading to more of the South's best cities, try Moon Nashville or Moon
Charleston & Savannah.

family business cast new orleans: Cast Iron and the Crescent City Ann M. Masson,
2011-12-15 Familiar to both locals and visitors, cast iron artistry remains an iconic characteristic of
New Orleans. This pictorial study traces the iron work's history from its origins in England in the




sixteenth century, to the establishment of the Leeds Iron Foundry in New Orleans in 1825, and cast
iron's evolution into contemporary times. Mass-production methods made cast iron available for
numerous types of building materials, and it was used for both decorative and structural purposes.
In addition to noting the application of the material for bridges, beams, and girders, the book cites
cast iron's popularity for fireplace fronts, mantels, and furniture. Because it was more durable than
wood and cheaper than wrought iron, cast iron was available in many patterns. Ornate illustrations
depict the various patterns of cast iron that have been used over the years, while sections of the text
detail the difference between cast iron and wrought iron. Photographs portray examples of cast iron
throughout the city of New Orleans, with the address of each establishment as a caption. The book
also provides a list of local firms that specialized in ornamental iron working.

family business cast new orleans: Jet , 1961-02-09 The weekly source of African American
political and entertainment news.

family business cast new orleans: Germans of Louisiana Merrill, Ellen C., 2014-11-30 During
the antebellum period, New Orleans was the largest German colony below the Mason-Dixon line.
Later settlements moved upriver between New Orleans and Donaldsonville, near Lecompte, and in
North Louisiana near Minden. Germans of Louisiana is the first unified published study of the
influence the German people made on the state of Louisiana and its inhabitants. Beginning with the
French and Spanish colonial periods and working through the post-Civil War period, this book
covers the heritage those German settlers left behind.

family business cast new orleans: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1969 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

family business cast new orleans: Encyclopedia of Television Shows, 1925 through 2010, 2d
ed. Vincent Terrace, 2014-01-10 This fully updated and expanded edition covers over 10,200
programs, making it the most comprehensive documentation of television programs ever published.
In addition to covering the standard network and cable entertainment genres, the book also covers
programs generally not covered elsewhere in print (or even online), including Internet series, aired
and unaired pilot films, erotic series, gay and lesbian series, risque cartoons and experimental
programs from 1925 through 1945.

family business cast new orleans: The Unofficial Guide to New Orleans Eve Zibart, Tom
Fitzmorris, Will Coviello, 2009-02-24 Provides information on planning a trip to the city, offers
advice for business travelers, and recommends hotels, restaurants, amusements, shops, and
sightseeing attractions.

family business cast new orleans: Reality TV Jon Kraszewski, 2017-02-24 From early
first-wave programs such as Candid Camera, An American Family, and The Real World to the shows
on our television screens and portable devices today, reality television consistently takes us to
cities—such as New York, Los Angeles, and Boston—to imagine the place of urbanity in American
culture and society. Jon Kraszewski offers the first extended account of this phenomenon, as he
makes the politics of urban space the center of his history and theory of reality television.
Kraszewski situates reality television in a larger economic transformation that started in the 1980s
when America went from an industrial economy, when cities were home to all classes, to its
post-industrial economy as cities became key points in a web of global financing, expelling all
economic classes except the elite and the poor. Reality television in the industrial era reworked
social relationships based on class, race, and gender for liberatory purposes, which resulted in an
egalitarian ethos in the genre. However, reality television of the post-industrial era attempts to
convince viewers that cities still serve their interests, even though most viewers find city life today
economically untenable. Each chapter uses a key theoretical concept from spatial theory—such as
power geometries, diasporic nostalgia, orientalism, the imagination of social expulsions, and the



relationship between the country and the city—to illuminate the way reality television engages this
larger transformation of urban space in America.

family business cast new orleans: Broadway Plays and Musicals Thomas S. Hischak,
2009-04-22 New York City's Broadway district is by far the most prestigious and lucrative venue for
American performers, playwrights, entertainers and technicians. While there are many reference
works and critical studies of selected Broadway plays or musicals and even more works about the
highlights of the American theater, this is the first single-volume book to cover all of the activities on
Broadway between 1919 and 2007. More than 14,000 productions are briefly described, including
hundreds of plays, musicals, revivals, and specialty programs. Entries include famous and forgotten
works, designed to give a complete picture of Broadway's history and development, its evolution
since the early twentieth century, and its rise to unparalleled prominence in the world of American
theater. The productions are identified in terms of plot, cast, personnel, critical reaction, and
significance in the history of New York theater and culture. In addition to a chronological list of all
Broadway productions between 1919 and 2007, the book also includes approximately 600 important
productions performed on Broadway before 1919.

family business cast new orleans: An American Planter Martha Jane Brazy, 2006-12-01
Extraordinarily wealthy and influential, Stephen Duncan (1787-1867) was a landowner, slaveholder,
and financier with a remarkable array of social, economic, and political contacts in pre-Civil War
America. In this, the first biography of Duncan, Martha Jane Brazy offers a compelling new portrait
of antebellum life through exploration of Duncan's multifaceted personal networks in both the South
and the North. Duncan grew up in an elite Pennsylvania family with strong business ties in
Philadelphia. There was little indication, though, that he would become a cosmopolitan entrepreneur
who would own over fifteen plantations in Mississippi and Louisiana, collectively owning more than
two thousand slaves. With style and substance, Martha Jane Brazy describes both the development
of Duncan's businesses and the lives of the slaves on whose labor his empire was constructed.
According to Brazy, Duncan was a hybrid, not fully a southerner or a northerner. He was also, Brazy
shows, a paradox. Although he put down deep roots in Natchez, his sphere of influence was national
in scope. Although his wealth was greatly dependent on the slaves he owned, he predicted a clash
over the issue of slave ownership nearly three decades before the onset of the Civil War. Perhaps
more than any other planter studied, Duncan contradicts historians' definition of the southern
slaveholding aristocracy. By connecting and contrasting the networks of this elite planter and those
he enslaved, Brazy provides new insights into the slaveocracy of antebellum America.
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