
did evinrude go out of business
did evinrude go out of business is a question that has sparked interest among boating
enthusiasts and industry observers alike. Evinrude, a brand synonymous with outboard
motors, has a rich history dating back to the early 20th century. However, the company
faced numerous challenges that ultimately led to its decline. This article will explore
Evinrude's storied past, the factors that contributed to its business struggles, and the
eventual closure of its manufacturing operations. Additionally, we will delve into the
implications of Evinrude's exit from the market and what it means for boaters and the
marine industry as a whole.
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History of Evinrude

Evinrude was founded in 1907 by Ole Evinrude, who invented the first successful outboard
motor. The brand quickly gained popularity due to its innovative designs and reliable
performance. Throughout the decades, Evinrude became a key player in the boating
industry, known for producing high-quality outboard motors that catered to both
recreational and commercial users. Evinrude's motors powered everything from fishing
boats to luxury yachts, establishing a strong reputation among boaters.

In the post-World War II era, Evinrude saw significant growth as the demand for
recreational boating surged. The introduction of several groundbreaking models, including
the Evinrude Fastwin and the Evinrude V4, solidified the brand's status as a leader in
marine propulsion technology. Evinrude's commitment to innovation and quality helped it
maintain a competitive edge in a rapidly evolving market.



Challenges Faced by Evinrude

Despite its successful history, Evinrude faced numerous challenges that began to erode its
market position. One of the primary issues was the increasing competition from other
outboard motor manufacturers, particularly those producing four-stroke engines. These
engines were often perceived as more environmentally friendly and fuel-efficient
compared to traditional two-stroke models, leading to a shift in consumer preferences.

Additionally, Evinrude struggled with financial difficulties in the late 2000s and early
2010s. The global economic downturn affected many manufacturers, and Evinrude was
not immune. The company underwent several ownership changes, including being
acquired by Bombardier Recreational Products (BRP) in 2001. While BRP invested in new
product development, the challenges of competing with more established brands
persisted.

Market Shifts and Consumer Preferences

As environmental regulations tightened and consumers became more eco-conscious, the
demand for two-stroke engines decreased. This shift forced Evinrude to adapt its product
line, which was heavily reliant on two-stroke technology. The company made attempts to
innovate, such as introducing the E-TEC series of outboard motors, which offered
improved fuel efficiency and reduced emissions. However, these efforts did not fully
resonate with the market.

Financial Struggles and Ownership Changes

The financial struggles faced by Evinrude were compounded by the broader challenges
within the marine industry. Many boat manufacturers began to diversify their offerings,
shifting focus to electric propulsion and hybrid systems. As a result, Evinrude found itself
at a crossroads, needing to pivot its business model while contending with declining sales
and market share.

Closure of Evinrude Operations

In May 2020, BRP announced the closure of Evinrude's manufacturing operations in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, effectively halting production of Evinrude outboard motors. This
decision marked a significant turning point in the brand's history and was met with
disappointment from loyal customers and industry professionals. The closure was
attributed to the ongoing challenges the company faced, including the inability to compete
effectively in a changing market.

The decision to discontinue Evinrude's operations was not taken lightly, as the brand had



a dedicated following and a legacy that spanned over a century. However, BRP indicated
that the focus would shift towards enhancing its other brands, such as Sea-Doo and Ski-
Doo, which were performing better in the current market environment.

Impact on the Marine Industry

The closure of Evinrude had significant implications for the marine industry. Evinrude's
absence has left a gap in the outboard motor market, particularly for two-stroke engines.
Many boat manufacturers that relied on Evinrude motors for their products have had to
seek alternative suppliers, which has disrupted established partnerships and product
offerings.

Moreover, the closure highlights the broader trends within the industry, as manufacturers
increasingly turn to electric and hybrid solutions. The shift towards sustainable propulsion
methods may reshape the landscape of the marine industry, pushing traditional brands to
innovate or risk obsolescence.

Shifts in Consumer Choices

As consumers become more environmentally conscious, the focus on fuel efficiency,
emissions, and sustainability continues to grow. The marine industry is responding with
advancements in electric outboard motors and hybrid technologies. This transition may
lead to new market leaders emerging as consumer preferences evolve.

Future of Outboard Motors

While Evinrude's closure marks the end of an era, the future of outboard motors remains
promising. As manufacturers adapt to changing regulations and consumer demands,
innovation will be crucial. The rise of electric propulsion technology presents
opportunities for new players to enter the market and for existing brands to redefine
themselves.

Conclusion

The question of whether did Evinrude go out of business has a clear answer: yes,
Evinrude ceased operations in 2020. This closure is a reminder of the challenges faced by
traditional manufacturing brands in adapting to changing market dynamics. While the
brand's legacy will always hold a significant place in boating history, the shift towards
sustainable practices and new technologies will shape the future of outboard motors. The
marine industry is evolving, and while Evinrude may no longer be part of it, the lessons
learned from its journey will influence future developments.



FAQs

Q: What led to Evinrude going out of business?
A: Evinrude faced challenges such as increased competition, shifts in consumer
preferences towards four-stroke engines, financial struggles, and changing market
dynamics, which ultimately led to its closure in 2020.

Q: When did Evinrude cease operations?
A: Evinrude officially closed its manufacturing operations in May 2020, marking the end of
production for its outboard motors.

Q: What impact did Evinrude's closure have on boat
manufacturers?
A: Evinrude's closure disrupted relationships with boat manufacturers that relied on its
motors, forcing them to seek alternative suppliers and adapt their product lines.

Q: Are there any plans for Evinrude to return to the
market?
A: As of now, there are no indications that Evinrude will return to the market, as the focus
has shifted to other brands under BRP's ownership.

Q: How has the marine industry changed since
Evinrude's closure?
A: The marine industry has increasingly focused on electric and hybrid propulsion
technologies, reflecting consumer demand for environmentally friendly options.

Q: What are the alternatives to Evinrude outboard
motors?
A: Alternatives to Evinrude outboard motors include brands such as Yamaha, Honda,
Mercury, and Suzuki, which offer a range of two-stroke and four-stroke engines.

Q: Will Evinrude parts still be available after the
closure?
A: While Evinrude parts may still be available through aftermarket suppliers and existing



inventory, the production of new parts will cease, making availability limited over time.

Q: What should boaters consider when choosing a new
outboard motor?
A: Boaters should consider factors such as engine type (two-stroke vs. four-stroke), fuel
efficiency, emissions, weight, and compatibility with their boat when choosing a new
outboard motor.

Q: Is there an increase in the demand for electric
outboard motors?
A: Yes, there is a growing demand for electric outboard motors as consumers become
more environmentally conscious and seek sustainable options for boating.
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