esthetician business plan

esthetician business plan is a crucial document for anyone looking to
establish a successful career in the beauty and skincare industry. This
business plan serves as a roadmap, guiding estheticians through the
complexities of starting and running their own practice. It encompasses
essential elements such as market analysis, operational plans, marketing
strategies, and financial projections. In this article, we will delve into
the key components of an esthetician business plan, offering insights and
advice that will help you create a comprehensive and effective strategy.
Whether you are a seasoned professional or just starting out, understanding
how to craft a robust business plan is vital for your success in this
competitive field.
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Understanding the Importance of a Business Plan

A well-structured esthetician business plan is not just a formal requirement;
it is a strategic tool that lays the foundation for your business. It helps
identify your goals, target market, and competitive landscape, which are all
critical for long-term success. Furthermore, a business plan can be
instrumental in securing funding from banks or investors, as it demonstrates
your commitment and understanding of the industry.

Moreover, a business plan allows you to track your progress and make
necessary adjustments as your business evolves. By having a clear plan, you
can anticipate challenges and prepare strategies to overcome them, ultimately
increasing your chances of success.



Market Research for Estheticians

Conducting thorough market research is essential when creating your
esthetician business plan. Understanding your target market, including
demographics, preferences, and behaviors, will enable you to tailor your
services accordingly. Additionally, analyzing your competition will provide
insights into what works in your area and help you identify potential gaps in
the market.

Key components of market research include:

e Identifying Your Target Audience: Determine who your ideal clients are
based on age, gender, income level, and skincare needs.

* Analyzing Competitors: Research existing esthetician businesses in your
area to understand their offerings, pricing, and marketing strategies.

e Tracking Industry Trends: Stay updated with the latest trends in
skincare and beauty to ensure your services remain relevant.

Defining Your Services and Unique Selling
Proposition

Once you have conducted your market research, the next step is to define your
services and establish your unique selling proposition (USP). Your services
may include facials, chemical peels, microdermabrasion, waxing, and more. It
is crucial to specify what you will offer and how these services will benefit
your clients.

Your USP is what differentiates you from other estheticians. This could be a
specific technique, the use of organic products, or a unique approach to
client care. Clearly articulating your USP in your business plan will help
you position your brand effectively in the marketplace.

Operational Plan: Setting Up Your Esthetician
Business

Your operational plan outlines the day-to-day activities necessary to run
your esthetician business. This section should detail the logistics of your
operations, including location, equipment, staffing, and technology.

Key aspects to consider in your operational plan include:

e Location: Decide whether you will operate from a commercial space, home-
based studio, or mobile service.



e Equipment and Supplies: List the essential tools and products needed for
your services, including skincare lines, treatment equipment, and
furnishings.

e Staffing: Determine if you will operate solo or hire employees. If
hiring, outline roles, responsibilities, and training programs.

e Technology: Consider software for appointment scheduling, customer
management, and billing.

Marketing Strategies for Attracting Clients

Effective marketing is vital for attracting and retaining clients. Your
marketing strategy should encompass both online and offline tactics to
maximize your reach. In this section of your esthetician business plan, you
should outline how you plan to promote your services.

Some effective marketing strategies include:

* Social Media Marketing: Utilize platforms like Instagram and Facebook to
showcase your work, share client testimonials, and engage with your
audience.

* Website and SEO: Create a professional website optimized for local
search to help potential clients find your services easily.

e Email Marketing: Build an email list to send out newsletters,
promotions, and educational content to keep clients engaged.

* Networking: Attend local events, collaborate with other beauty
professionals, and join industry associations.

Financial Planning and Projections

Financial planning is a critical component of your esthetician business plan.
This section should outline your expected startup costs, ongoing expenses,
and projected revenue. A thorough financial plan will help you manage your
cash flow and ensure the sustainability of your business.

Key financial elements to include are:

e Startup Costs: Estimate the costs associated with launching your
business, including permits, equipment, and initial product inventory.

* Revenue Projections: Based on your pricing strategy and expected client
volume, project your monthly and annual revenue.



* Break-even Analysis: Determine how long it will take for your business
to become profitable.

e Budgeting: Create a budget that outlines your expected expenses and
helps you track your performance against your financial goals.

Conclusion

Crafting an esthetician business plan is an essential step towards
establishing a successful practice in the beauty industry. By conducting
thorough market research, defining your services, and implementing strategic
marketing and financial plans, you can position yourself for success. A
comprehensive business plan not only serves as a guide but also helps you
stay focused and adaptable in a constantly evolving market. As you embark on
this journey, remember that continuous learning and adaptation will be key to
your long-term success in the esthetics field.

Q: What 1is an esthetician business plan?

A: An esthetician business plan is a strategic document that outlines the
goals, target market, services, operational procedures, marketing strategies,
and financial projections for an esthetician's practice. It serves as a
roadmap for starting and managing an esthetician business.

Q: How do I conduct market research for my
esthetician business?

A: Conducting market research involves identifying your target audience,
analyzing competitors, and tracking industry trends. You can use surveys,
online research, and local market analysis to gather relevant data about
potential clients and competitors.

Q: What should I include in the operational plan for
my esthetician business?

A: Your operational plan should include details about your business location,
equipment and supplies needed, staffing requirements, and technology that
will support your services, such as appointment scheduling software.

Q: What are some effective marketing strategies for



estheticians?

A: Effective marketing strategies for estheticians include social media
marketing, building a professional website optimized for SEO, email marketing
campaigns, and networking within the local beauty community.

Q: How can I project revenues for my esthetician
business?

A: To project revenues, estimate your pricing strategy, determine the
expected number of clients you will serve, and calculate your monthly and
annual revenue based on these figures. This should also consider seasonal
variations in client visits.

Q: Why is a unique selling proposition important?

A: A unique selling proposition (USP) differentiates your esthetician
business from competitors. It highlights what makes your services special,
allowing you to attract clients who resonate with your brand and offerings.

Q: What startup costs should I expect for my
esthetician business?

A: Startup costs for an esthetician business can include expenses such as
licensing and permits, equipment purchases, initial product inventory,
marketing materials, and lease or rental costs for your business location.

Q: How can I ensure my esthetician business remains
profitable?

A: To ensure profitability, maintain a clear financial plan, regularly review
your budget and expenses, adapt your services based on client feedback, and
stay informed about industry trends and consumer preferences.

Q: What role does technology play in an esthetician
business?

A: Technology plays a crucial role in managing appointments, client records,
inventory, and marketing efforts. Utilizing software solutions can streamline
operations, improve customer service, and enhance overall efficiency.



Q: How often should I update my esthetician business
plan?

A: It is advisable to review and update your esthetician business plan
annually or whenever significant changes occur in your business, such as new
services, shifts in market conditions, or financial changes.
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esthetician business plan: Esthetician Business Plan Dagmara Ragone, 2019-10-30 Chapter 1.
Esthetic Licenses, Requirements, State Boards List 1.A. Requirements by every State 1. B. List of all
State BoardsChapter 2. Business Permits and RegistrationChapter 3. Location 3. A. Factors to take
into consideration 3. B. Salon suits, Office and Retail spaces ComparisonChapter 4. Hours of
OperationChapter 5. Products and Equipment Suppliers 5. A. Product Suppliers List - major skin
care lines, eyelash extensions, eyelash and brow lifts/tints, masks, body wraps, French lines, Alghi
based lines, CBD skin care products, sugaring, waxing and more 5. B. Private Label Lines List 5. C.
Equipment Suppliers ListChapter 6. InsuranceChapter 7. Professional Business Associations and
MembershipsChapter 8. Industry Trade ShowsChapter 9. Online Marketing 9. A. Websites &
Builders, Domain Name Research and Registration, Hosting, Online Stores 9. B. Facebook /
Instagram Ads 9. C. Groupon 9. D. Bundles, Memberships & Packages Ideas 9. E. Holidays, Occasion
based PromotionsChapter 10. Offline Marketing 10. A. Printed Materials 10. B. Direct Mail 10. C.
Radio 10. D. TV 10. E. Community & other Events 10. F. Networking 10. G. Client Incentives
Referral Programs 10. H. Cross Referrals with other Beauty Workers 10. I. Fliers 10. J. Magazines,
Local News Papers 10. K. Corporate Marketing 10. L. Car Magnets, Decals etc..Chapter 11.
Trainings and CertificationsChapter 12. Advanced Modalities - Galvanic Current, Hydro-modalities,
Laser modalities, Led Light Therapy, Microcurrent, Radiofrequency, Microdermabrasion,
Microneedling, Chapter 13. AnteAge - Bone Marrow Stem Cells Microneedling Solution. Science,
Human vs Plant Stem Cells, All AnteAge Products.Chapter 14. Medical Aesthetics & Holistic
Esthetics. 14. A. Aesthetics / Medical / Med Spas. 14. B. Holistic EstheticsChapter 15. Tattooing -
PMU / Microblading / Ombre / Shading Eyebrows, Eyeliner, Lips, Areola, Scar Camouflage, Scalp
Micropigmentation 15. A. Licenses 15. B. Training, Equipment and SuppliesChapter 16. Payment
Accepting AppsChapter 17. Scheduling/Booking ApsChapter 18. Taxes 18. A. Tax Departments by
State - List with links 18. B. Sales Tax 18. C. Personal Tax Return ( 1040 ) 18. D. Business Tax
Return ( Schedules: C, SE )Chapter 19. 1099 Independent Contractor vs W-2 EmployeeChapter 20.
Booth / Room RentingChapter 21. Accounting & BookkeepingChapter 22. How much money do I
need to bring in every month to be safely/profitably on my own - Solo Esthetician ?Chapter 23.
Treatment Release Forms / After Care FormsChapter 24. Esthetician Attire / ShoesChapter 25.
Music for the SpaChapter 26. Work / Life Balancing tipsChapter 27. Amazon, Ebay, DHGate,
Alibaba, AliexpressChapter 28. Amazon Links - products, supplies, equipment etc...

esthetician business plan: Esthetician's State Exam Mastery Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-16
Esthetician's State Exam Mastery is the most comprehensive and up-to-date guide to the field of
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esthetics. Written by a team of experts with decades of experience, this book covers everything you
need to know to succeed in this exciting and growing industry. From the basics of skin care and
makeup to advanced techniques like microblading and laser hair removal, Esthetician's State Exam
Mastery has it all. This book is packed with step-by-step instructions, full-color photos, and helpful
tips to help you master the art of esthetics. Whether you're a student just starting out or an
experienced professional looking to brush up on your skills, Esthetician's State Exam Mastery is the
perfect resource. This book will help you stay ahead of the curve and provide your clients with the
best possible care. In addition to the comprehensive coverage of esthetics techniques, Esthetician's
State Exam Mastery also includes chapters on business management, marketing, and career
development. This book will help you build a successful and thriving esthetics business. With its
in-depth coverage of the latest trends and technologies, Esthetician's State Exam Mastery is the only
book you need to succeed in the field of esthetics. Order your copy today and take your esthetics
career to the next level! If you like this book, write a review!

esthetician business plan: Business Plans Handbook: Gale, Cengage Learning, 2017-04-21
Business Plans Handbooks are collections of actual business plans compiled by entrepreneurs
seeking funding for small businesses throughout North America. For those looking for examples of
how to approach, structure and compose their own business plans, this Handbook presents sample
plans taken from businesses in the Accounting industry -- only the company names and addresses
have been changed. Typical business plans include type of business; statement of purpose; executive
summary; business/industry description; market; product and production; management/personnel;
and, financial specifics.

esthetician business plan: Eastern European Beauty Secrets and Skin Care Techniques,

esthetician business plan: Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 2013: Dept. of Education FY 2013
budget justifications United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies, 2012

esthetician business plan: Wake UpLive the Life You Loveln Beauty Steven E., Lee Beard,
2004-06 Wake Up ... Live the Life You Love ... In Beauty is the latest installment in the inspirational,
Wake Up ... Live the Life You Love series. The book gives an inside look at America's beauty industry
from the point of view and personal experiences of beauty professions. From rural communities,
suburbs across the land, and high-profile urban centers, fifty top beauty artists contribute their
personal accounts of triumph over physical, emotional and spiritual adversity. Overcoming their
challenges enable them to live the lives they love--specifically working with clients to reveal their
most beautiful selves. Each story includes trade secrets and thoughtful beauty tips ... tips that are
sure to enrich readers' lives.

esthetician business plan: With God All Things Are Possible Stephanie Puttbrese,
2019-09-16 THEE UNFOLDING- THIS BOOK WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE~~FROM
THE BIBLE SCRIPTURE MATTHEW 19:26! CONSIST OF MY 1ST 2 STORIES TO THE WORLD
(FOLLOWING MY DREAMS- THE STORY & CHANGING THE WORLD..... ALONG WITH ALL THE
OTHER WRITINGS THAT WERE BIRTHED INTO EXISTENCE BETWEEN MY 1ST STORY IN 2013, A
SECOND STORY IN 2016, AND THE MAKING OF THIS BOOK IN THE SUMMER OF 2019. ALL
THESE STORIES AND WRITINGS HAVE BEEN PIECES OF MY SOUL BIRTHED ONTO PAPER TO
UNDERSTAND ALL THAT I AM HERE TO TEACH, INSPIRE, AND WITNESS THE SOUL OF A BOOK
IN THE MAKING OF- ****My 1st Story (Following My Dreams-The story) took 3 months to complete!
I started that story during one of LIFES Greatest Turning Moments for me; As I went through those
moments I wrote this story! This STORY I poured my HEART into! I poured my LIFE into this
STORY, and I BELIEVE it was THIS STORY that took the burden, and all the weight off me! I
seriously couldn't stop WRITING, and 3 months later my 1ST STORY was BIRTHED into
EXISITENCE! Whats even more crazy is there was no plan for this story to happen! it happened as
life was unfolding in the most peculiar way, during one of life Biggest turning points- after i had



already been pursing an aspect of my Dream with my 1st website, and after my 1st orginal Dream
veture- of going through a company to patent my Invention/Idea! In the midst of ALL that my 1st
story was Birthed into Existence! It was A moment I Truly SEEN ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH
GOD- and though that became the title of my book and I wrote that verse in my 1st story( different
ways-- many times) more than enough times; I did not know that would eventually be the TITLE to
My Book!**¥*x ¥:*MY SECOND STORY 'CHANGING THE WORLD' I WROTE THE 1ST HALF OF MY
STORY BY PEN AND PAPER IN MY SPIRAL NOTEBOOK AFTER ONE MORNING I SAT DOWN WITH
A DIVINE FLAME OF INSPIRATION THAT SAID THE TIME IS NOW. I SAT DOWN AND STARTED
WRITING MY SECOND STORY TO THE WORLD AND 2 WEEKS LATER MY SECOND STORY WAS
BIRTHED INTO EXISTENCE! WHATS EVEN MORE SPECIAL IS AFTER I WROTE THE 1ST HALF
OF THIS BOOK WHICH WAS 18 PAGES FRONT AND BACK- TOOK 3 DAYS WHILE I WORKED,
MANAGED LIFE AND KIDS; I STOPPED WRITING TO TYPE UP WHAT I HAD! AGAIN I HAD A
DIVINE INSPIRATION AND I WROTE 2 PARAGRAPHS THAT I KNEW WERE THE START TO MY
SECOND HALF, AND THE ENDING PARAGRAPH TO MY BOOK- AND GUESS WHAT -THEY WERE!
IN'WHATS EVEN MORE SPECTACULAR IS THIS BOOK WAS CREATED AFTER ITS VERY FABRICS
IN MOTION WERE PUT ON MY 1ST VISION BOARD IT WAS CREATED FROM! FROM THE
MAKINGS OF MY 1ST BOOK AND THE FABRICS IT WAS PULLED FROM! WHO WOULD OF
THOUGHT! WHO WOULD OF THOUGHT! :) :) :)*** ABOUT THE BOOK- ***MY 1st story is all
about my Dedication to the “Dream Process,” each step I took to get there-- along with my
Dedication to GOD & GODS Dedication to me through my soul process; the world that was revealed
to me, and My life that revealed God/The Universe are always working through YOU, and for YOU, to
have the very Best Life, Contribute to the World, Find your Creativity and Passions- --and Follows
Your Dreams until thee very End of Time*** ****This 2nd story was my story to the World felt
through my pain, and seen through my eyes! Its about how each ONE of us has something in us that
has the Power to INSPIRE--and that just 'ONE’ person CAN Change the World! Just ONE! Or, if
nothing else 'JUST ONE' can make the world THINK- and sometimes that's enough to Change it!
Read my story to see America is still the land we are looking for and each one of us has the Power to
lay witness to this COUNTRY & WORLD Being more than GREAT!!**** ****my other stories are
writings that go with my 1st 2 stories and what it means to see and feel, and write in witness to
LIFE’S UNFOLDINGS AND the many WONDERS and AWE of our GOD ABOVE**** More than
anything this Book is to “Truly Witness’ with ALL THE POSSIBILITY OF--- “WITH GOD ALL THINGS
ARE TRULY POSSIBLE”

esthetician business plan: Small Business Sourcebook , 1999 A guide to the information
services and sources provided to 100 types of small business by associations, consultants,
educational programs, franchisers, government agencies, reference works, statisticians, suppliers,
trade shows, and venture capital firms.

esthetician business plan: Esthetician Resource Guide Jesseca M Smith, 2021-02-06 About: A
complete ELITE guide for new Estheticians, Medi-Estheticians, Dermatologists, and Entrepreneurs
who are starting out in the Spa Industry. Everything is included in here from industry and treatment
protocol; facial mask formulas; common-known ingredient lists; sample Spa layout templates; an
informative business plan with real numbers; HIPPA and Safety and Sanitation Standards; and
Zoning and Licensing links for all 50 states. Oh have I mentioned it has a ton of marketing ideas, tips
and tricks too!Available on Amazon.Thank you for the love!! We only make it if we all do. I wish you
the best. Jesseca.Personal stories also included, of industry leaders.

esthetician business plan: Esthetician Resource Guide Jesseca M Smith, 2021-02-06 About:
A complete ELITE guide for new Estheticians, Medi-Estheticians, Dermatologists, and Entrepreneurs
who are starting out in the Spa Industry. Everything is included in here from industry and treatment
protocol; facial mask formulas; common-known ingredient lists; sample Spa layout templates; an
informative business plan with real numbers; HIPPA and Safety and Sanitation Standards; and
Zoning and Licensing links for all 50 states. Oh have I mentioned it has a ton of marketing ideas, tips
and tricks too!Available on Amazon.Thank you for the love!! We only make it if we all do. I wish you



the best. Jesseca.Personal stories also included, of industry leaders.

esthetician business plan: What Business Should I Start? Rhonda Abrams, 2004 America's
foremost small-business advice guru offers readers seven steps to identify the right business for
them--from determining one's entrepreneurial type to exploring the wide range of business options
with 25 in-depth analyses and over 200 at-a-glance evaluations.

esthetician business plan: Utah State Bulletin , 2001 ... the official noticing publication of the
executive branch of Utah State Government.

esthetician business plan: Complexion Perfection! Kate Somerville, 2021-11-30 In this
practical and moving how-to guide, celebrity facialist Kate Somerville shares her years of experience
for getting skin glowing. Whatever your age, ethnicity, skin type, or concern—be it acne or
aging—Kate provides simple strategies for achieving Complexion Perfection. She defines her
philosophy and identifies the top five elements for a lifetime of healthy skin. Plus, she helps you
understand cutting-edge treatments, effective technologies and ingredients, and how diet and
lifestyle impact your skin.Witness the incredible makeovers that Kate did on her clients and read the
touching testimonials. And learn hair, makeup, and fashion tips from Kate’s Hollywood Glam Squad.
Find your complexion questions answered and your soul inspired . . . because Kate truly believes
that changing skin changes lives!

esthetician business plan: Professional Estheticians Joel Gerson, 1991-12-12

esthetician business plan: Mosby's Fundamentals of Therapeutic Massage - E-Book
Sandy Fritz, Luke Allen Fritz, 2024-05-28 Gain the knowledge and skills you need to succeed in
massage therapy! Mosby's Fundamentals of Therapeutic Massage, 8th Edition helps you prepare for
licensing and certification exams as well as professional practice. The book provides an in-depth
understanding of the principles of therapeutic massage and helps you develop the ability to reason
effectively and make informed decisions — from assessing problems and planning treatment to
mastering massage protocols and techniques. Hundreds of photographs demonstrate massage
techniques step by step, and case studies allow you to apply concepts to real-world situations.
Featuring dozens of online how-to videos, this resource from massage therapy experts Sandy and
Luke Fritz is your text of choice. - Comprehensive coverage includes all of the fundamentals of
therapeutic massage, including massage techniques, equipment and supplies, wellness, working
with special populations, and business considerations. - Step-by-step, full-color photographs
demonstrate massage protocols and techniques by body area. - Competency-based approach helps
you prepare for and pass licensing and certification exams, including the Massage and Bodywork
Licensing Examination (MBLEx) and Board Certification in Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork
(BCTMB). - Information on massage in various health care settings provides the information needed
to create a massage setting in different types of environments. - Case studies offer practice with
clinical reasoning and prepare you to address conditions commonly encountered in professional
practice. - Multiple-choice review questions in each chapter help you recall facts and use critical
thinking to apply the material, with answers and rationales provided on the Evolve website. -
Resources on the Evolve website include three hours of video showing manipulation techniques,
body mechanics, positioning and draping, and more — with each clip narrated and performed by
author Sandy Fritz — as well as scientific animations, anatomy labeling exercises, review questions
for licensing exams, and MBLEx practice exams. - NEW! Updated MBLEXx practice questions are
provided at the end of each chapter, and additional questions are provided on the Evolve website, to
prepare you for licensure exams. - NEW! Updated and expanded information on implicit bias is
included in the opening chapters. - NEW! Information on COVID-19 safety precautions is added to
the Hygiene, Sanitation, and Safety chapter. - NEW! Updated information on trauma-informed care
is provided in the Adaptive Massage chapter.

esthetician business plan: Building a Wellness Business That Lasts Rick Stollmeyer,
2020-10-02 Start and grow a durable business in the rapidly growing wellness industry! As we
emerge from COVID-19 the world sits on the cusp of a massive wave of wellness industry growth.
This Fourth Wave of Wellness will bring hundreds of millions more people into healthier, happier



lifestyles, creating millions of jobs and producing massive entrepreneurial opportunities. Whether
your goal is to work from home, open a neighborhood wellness studio or launch the next global
wellness brand, Building a Wellness Business That Lasts is your definitive guide. Wellness has
become one of the largest and most important business opportunities of our age, fueled by massive
societal trends, rapid technology innovations, and hundreds of thousands of wellness business
entrepreneurs. Independent teachers, trainers, and therapists and studio, gym, spa, and salon
owners across the globe are transforming shopping malls and downtown districts with wellness
experiences that help hundreds of millions of people live healthier, happier lives. Author Rick
Stollmeyer is the co-founder and CEO of Mindbody, Inc., the leading technology platform for the
wellness industry. Over more than two decades, Rick built Mindbody from a garage startup into a
multi-billion-dollar technology platform for the wellness industry, helping thousands of wellness
business owners achieve their visions in the process. This experience has given Rick a front row seat
to the explosive growth of the wellness industry. He brings that unique experience and his passion
for entrepreneurship to Building a Wellness Business That Lasts. This book will inspire and inform
you at the same time and will serve as a powerful guide you can refer to on your path to success.

esthetician business plan: Sexy By the Weekend: 7 Keys to Living A Practical and
Extraordinary Life Kem Smith, 2012-07-24 Are you ready to live an Extra-ordinary life? It is time to
get your sexy back with these 7 practical keys to living an extraordinary life you can get back to sexy
in less than a weekend. The author promotes simple changes can catapult you into living the life you
not only deserve, but the life you were created to live. She encourages the reader to sign the Sexy
Sista Agreement and Join the Sexy Sistas Movement.

esthetician business plan: National Directory of State Business Licensing and Regulation
David P. Bianco, 1994 About 100 papers were presented at this first meeting on deformation of
geomaterials held 12-14 Sept. 1994. They address: lab and field tests, and modeling of shear
deformation; materials properties and testing; performance; design; prediction. Most participants
are Japanese; only one Russian (a formerly vibrant source of geotechnical development). No index.
Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

esthetician business plan: Spa Management , 2010

esthetician business plan: Sublime Economy Jack Amariglio, Joseph W. Childers, Stephen E.
Cullenberg, 2008-11-25 Over the last two centuries, artists, critics, philosophers and theorists have
contributed significantly to such representations of the economy as sublime. It might even be said
that much of the emergence of a distinctly modern art in the West is inextricably linked to the
perception of art’s own autonomy and, therefore, its privileged, mostly critical, gaze at the terrible
mixture of wonder and horror of capitalist economic practices and institutions. The premise of this
collection is that despite this perceptual sharing, sublime economy has yet to be investigated in a
purely cross-disciplinary way. Sublime Economy seeks to map this critical territory by exploring the
ways diverse concepts of economy and economic value have been culturally constituted and
disseminated through modern art and cultural practice. Comprising of 14 individual essays along
with an editors’ introduction, Sublime Economy draws together work from some of the leading
scholars in the several fields currently exploring the intersection of economic and aesthetic practices
and discourses. A pressing issue of this cross-disciplinary conversation is to discern how artists’,
writers’, and cultural scholars’ constructions of distinct conceptions of economic value, as pertains
to aesthetic objects as well as to more everyday objects and relations of mass consumption, have
contributed to the ways value functions in and across disparate discourses. Thus this book looks at
how cultural critics and theorists have put forward working notions of economic value that have
regularities and effects similar to those of the expert conceptions and discourses about value that
have been the preserve of professional economists.
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