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coursera business classes offer a unique opportunity for individuals and professionals to enhance their

knowledge and skills in various business domains. With the rise of online education, Coursera has

emerged as a leading platform, providing high-quality courses from reputable institutions worldwide.

This article delves into the diverse offerings of Coursera’s business classes, the benefits they provide,

and how to choose the right course to meet your career goals. Additionally, we will explore popular

courses, certifications available, and tips for success in online learning. Whether you are looking to

advance your career or pivot to a new industry, this comprehensive guide will help you navigate the

world of online business education.
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Overview of Coursera Business Classes

Coursera partners with top universities and organizations to offer a wide range of business classes

that cater to various interests and skill levels. From foundational courses in business management to

specialized programs in data analysis and digital marketing, Coursera provides a flexible learning

environment that allows learners to study at their own pace. The platform’s user-friendly interface and

engaging content make it accessible to anyone looking to enhance their professional skills.

Coursera business classes typically cover essential topics such as entrepreneurship, leadership,

finance, marketing, and operations management. These courses are designed to provide learners with

practical knowledge that can be applied in real-world scenarios. Furthermore, many courses include

hands-on projects, case studies, and peer interactions to foster a collaborative learning experience.

Benefits of Taking Coursera Business Classes

There are numerous advantages to enrolling in Coursera business classes. The flexibility of online

learning means that you can balance your education with work and personal commitments.

Additionally, the courses are often designed by leading experts in the field, ensuring that the content is

both relevant and up-to-date. Here are some key benefits:

Access to Quality Education: Coursera collaborates with prestigious institutions, including Ivy

League universities, providing learners access to high-quality education.

Affordability: Many courses are available for free or at a significantly lower cost than traditional

education, making it an economical choice for many.

Skill Development: Courses are tailored to develop specific skills that are in demand in the job

market, enhancing your employability.



Networking Opportunities: Engaging with fellow learners and instructors can help build a valuable

professional network.

Self-Paced Learning: Learners can complete courses at their own pace, allowing for a

personalized learning experience.

Popular Business Classes on Coursera

Coursera offers a diverse array of business classes that cater to various learning needs. Some of the

most popular courses include:

Business Foundations Specialization: This series of courses covers essential business concepts,

including marketing, accounting, and finance.

Data Analysis and Visualization: Focused on using data to inform business decisions, this course

teaches how to analyze and visualize data effectively.

Digital Marketing Specialization: This program delves into the strategies and tools necessary for

successful digital marketing campaigns.

Project Management Principles and Practices: A comprehensive course that explores the

essential skills required for effective project management.

Entrepreneurship: Launching an Innovative Business: This course guides aspiring entrepreneurs

through the process of starting their own business.

These courses not only provide theoretical knowledge but also practical skills that can be applied in



various industries. The hands-on projects and assignments help reinforce learning and prepare

students for real-world challenges.

How to Choose the Right Business Class

Selecting the right business class on Coursera can greatly impact your learning experience and career

trajectory. Here are some factors to consider when choosing a course:

Identify Your Goals: Determine what skills you want to acquire and how they align with your

career aspirations.

Consider Your Current Skill Level: Choose courses that match your existing knowledge to ensure

that you are challenged but not overwhelmed.

Read Reviews and Ratings: Look at feedback from previous learners to gauge the effectiveness

and quality of the course.

Check the Syllabus: Review the course content and structure to ensure it covers the topics you

are interested in.

Evaluate Time Commitment: Assess how much time you can realistically dedicate to the course,

including lectures and assignments.

Certifications Offered by Coursera

Many Coursera business classes offer certificates upon completion, which can enhance your resume

and showcase your commitment to professional development. These certificates are recognized by



employers and can provide a competitive edge in the job market. Some notable certifications include:

Professional Certificates: Designed to help learners gain job-ready skills in fields like data

science, digital marketing, and project management.

Specializations: These are series of courses that provide deep knowledge in a specific area,

culminating in a capstone project.

MasterTrack Certificates: These programs offer a portion of a master’s degree, allowing learners

to earn credits toward an advanced degree.

Obtaining these certifications can validate your skills and knowledge, making you more attractive to

potential employers.

Tips for Success in Online Learning

To make the most of your Coursera business classes, it is essential to adopt effective study habits and

strategies. Here are some tips for success:

Create a Study Schedule: Set aside dedicated time for studying to maintain consistency and

discipline.

Engage with Course Materials: Take notes, participate in discussions, and complete all

assignments to reinforce your learning.

Connect with Peers: Utilize forums and group projects to network and learn from fellow students.



Seek Feedback: Don’t hesitate to ask instructors or peers for feedback on your assignments to

improve your understanding.

Apply What You Learn: Try to implement the concepts and skills acquired in your job or personal

projects to enhance retention.

Conclusion

Coursera business classes present a valuable opportunity for anyone looking to enhance their

business acumen and professional skills. With a wide variety of courses available, learners can find

programs that align with their career goals and personal interests. The flexibility, affordability, and

quality of education offered by Coursera make it an ideal choice for busy professionals and students

alike. By leveraging the benefits of online courses and following best practices for success, you can

take significant steps towards achieving your professional aspirations.

Q: What types of business classes are available on Coursera?

A: Coursera offers a wide range of business classes, including courses on entrepreneurship,

marketing, finance, data analysis, project management, and leadership skills.

Q: Are Coursera business classes free?

A: Many Coursera courses can be audited for free, meaning you can access course materials without

a fee. However, to earn a certificate, a fee is usually required.

Q: How long does it take to complete a Coursera business class?

A: The duration of Coursera business classes varies. Some courses can be completed in a few weeks,



while others may take several months, depending on the complexity and time commitment required.

Q: Do Coursera business classes offer certificates?

A: Yes, most Coursera business classes offer certificates upon completion, which can be added to

your resume or LinkedIn profile to showcase your skills.

Q: Can I learn at my own pace with Coursera business classes?

A: Yes, Coursera allows learners to study at their own pace, making it convenient for individuals with

busy schedules.

Q: Is financial aid available for Coursera courses?

A: Yes, Coursera offers financial aid for learners who qualify, allowing them to take courses at a

reduced cost or for free.

Q: What is the average rating of Coursera business classes?

A: The average rating of Coursera business classes tends to be high, often above 4 out of 5 stars,

reflecting the quality of the courses and the expertise of the instructors.

Q: Are there any prerequisites for taking Coursera business classes?

A: Prerequisites vary by course. Some classes may require prior knowledge or experience in the

subject, while others are designed for beginners.



Q: Can I get a refund if I'm not satisfied with a course?

A: Coursera has a refund policy that allows learners to request a refund within a specified period after

purchase, depending on the course's terms.

Q: How can I connect with instructors in Coursera business classes?

A: Instructors often provide avenues for communication through course forums, Q&A sessions, and

direct messaging to facilitate student engagement and support.
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  coursera business classes: World Yearbook of Education 2019 Radhika Gorur, Sam Sellar,
Gita Steiner-Khamsi, 2018-10-03 Digital methodologies, new forms of data visualization and
computer-based learning and assessment are creating new challenges as well as opportunities for
scholars in educational research. The World Yearbook of Education 2019 explores this highly
relevant topic, opening a new discussion about the various conceptual and methodological
challenges and opportunities in contemporary educational research. This volume explores
contemporary methods of inquiry, with chapters organized around four topics of enduring interest in
this field: impacts, patterns, relations and contexts. The World Yearbook of Education 2019
comprises contributions from internationally renowned scholars exploring novel concepts and
methodologies in grappling with contemporary empirical phenomena in educational research. Vital
questions such as how we understand the technological developments that are creating new
possibilities for and demands on education, and how we make sense of complex cases that cut across
multiple nations, are discussed. This newest addition to the prestigious World Yearbook of Education
series provides a fascinating read for scholars in the fields of education policy and comparative
education. It is not only a useful resource for educational researchers and policy makers examining
new trends and emerging issues, but would be of interest to graduate students exploring innovative
methodologies, particularly in the study of education and education policy.
  coursera business classes: EdTech Inc. Tanner Mirrlees, Shahid Alvi, 2019-10-02 This book
advances a critical political economy approach to EdTech and analyses the economic, political and
ideological structures and social power relations that shape the EdTech industries and drive
EdTech’s development and diffusion. Particular attention is paid to the integration of EdTech with
some of the most contentious developments of our time, including platformization and
data-veillance, the automation of work and labor, and globalization-imperialism. By using a political
economy of communication approach, this book will be of value to anyone interested in the current
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transformations of capitalism, the State, higher education and online learning in the digital age.
  coursera business classes: Artificial Intelligence Business Przemek Chojecki, 2020-07-15 **
The concise guide to Artificial Intelligence for business people and commercially oriented data
scientists ** We’re living through a revolution. Artificial Intelligence is changing how we operate in
the world and how smooth certain processes are. Just think about going on holidays. Multiple
services allow you to find the most convenient flights and best hotels, you get personalized
suggestions on what you might want to see, you go to the airport via one of the ride-sharing apps. At
each of these steps, some AI algorithms are at work for your convenience. With this book, you'll
learn everything from what is Artificial Intelligence, to how AI influences our economy and society.
We'll talk through trends in Machine Learning and commercial applications of Artificial Intelligence.
Table of Contents: Introduction Why Artificial Intelligence Practical AI and how it is done Powering
Enterprises with AI Boosting Startups with Artificial Intelligence One person enhanced with AI
Trends in Artificial Intelligence AI in retail Manufacturing Logistics Robotics and Autonomous
Vehicles Robotic Process Automation Image generation Text generation and Chatbots AI-powered
education AI in Healthcare Cybersecurity powered by AI Climate Change Games and Reinforcement
Learning Hardware and beyond Machine Learning Trends AI, Politics and Society Future of Artificial
Intelligence
  coursera business classes: The Palgrave Handbook of Managing Continuous Business
Transformation Horst Ellermann, Peter Kreutter, Wolfgang Messner, 2016-12-27 This handbook
provides a comprehensive and unparalleled reference point for studying continuous business
transformation. Asserting that change will be the new normal and highlighting the fact that business
transformation can never be complete, this important resource is a tool for coping with ongoing
change in order to become and stay resilient, the predominant concern of executives across
industries. Containing case study material to illustrate issues and solutions, The Palgrave Handbook
of Managing Continuous Business Transformation takes an interdisciplinary approach weaving
together strategic concepts with real-life experiences, connecting human resource issues with shifts
in information technology and linking customers with the businesses from which they buy.
Structured into four parts; transformational shifts, achieving customer centricity, dealing with new
technology and leading the change, this handbook is crucial reading for academics, scholars and
practitioners of business transformation.
  coursera business classes: Affiliate Marketing: The Ultimate Guide to Starting Your
Online Business (Affiliate Marketing Explained Affiliate Marketing Course Affiliate
Marketing Strategies) William Ramsey, 101-01-01 Affiliate marketing in 2024 presents a lucrative
opportunity, but mastering it requires in-depth strategies and exceptional content that converts
readers into buyers. This book aims to revolutionize affiliate marketing by leveraging the power of
chatgpt and ai to take your results to the next level. This guide is packed with highly effective
prompt templates and prompting techniques that will help you get the best responses from chatgpt
for your affiliate marketing needs. Whether you're looking to generate high-converting content,
optimize your campaigns, or get money making ideas, this book provides you with the tools and
knowledge you need to succeed. Learn about the following topics: • Essential affiliate marketing
concepts and skills • Getting started and keys to success • Affiliate business models, link promotion,
and tools • Content creation and traffic sources • Affiliate marketing software, networks, and
programs • Cost-per-action (cpa) models and commission structures • Using chatgpt to develop
authentic content and increase affiliate sales • Frequently asked questions from new and
experienced affiliate marketers This book will empower you with highly effective strategies and tools
that you can start to implement straight away. Each chapter is a clear step that will guide and
support you on your journey from absolute beginner to professional affiliate marketer, ensuring you
are set up for success with a recurring passive income!
  coursera business classes: The Digital Edge: Transforming Business Systems for Strategic
Success Bahaaeddin Alareeni, 2025-09-26 This book aims to provide a comprehensive examination,
analysis, and reflection on digitalization strategies, technologies, and management practices that



drive successful digital transformation, in addition to the challenges encountered. Digital
transformation is fundamentally transforming the landscape of business systems, driving innovation
and efficiency within businesses. This book aims to provide a comprehensive examination, analysis,
and reflection on digitalization strategies, technologies, and management practices that drive
successful digital transformation, in addition to the challenges encountered. Topics included are
cloud computing, Bbig Ddata analytics, Internet of Things (IoT), robotic process automation (RPA),
and digital twin technology. This book will also addresses the leadership strategies, organizational
culture, and change management process necessary to facilitate digital transformation. Case studies
across industries will highlight successful digital transformation efforts and common pitfalls. This
book is designed for business leaders, managers, and researchers interested in leveraging digital
transformation for sustained competitive advantage.
  coursera business classes: Start Your Own eLearning or Training Business The Staff of
Entrepreneur Media, Ciree Linsenmann, Cheryl Kimball, 2015-09-08 Distance learning for both the
education and industry is steadily growing, creating a demand for eager entrepreneurs. Teaching
methods and tools now in popular use for virtual training are covered: videos; eBooks; interactive
software types; college sponsored staff training for college instructors; hardware, camera, video,
sound equipment; online group forums; online events; choosing the right presentation style and
linking to appropriate social media sites; and networking presentations. A range of industry
examples will be given for accreditation, certifications, and credit; adding training onto an existing
business as side income; how to sell media/training tools; how much to charge clients; start up costs;
software types used; the legal obligations around taxes, business registration, working from home,
and content confidentiality; and growth planning and writing a business plan. Relevant and fun
call-outs, tip boxes, industry stats, an index, and a rich appendix and glossary is provided. An
appendix offers resources in continued learning and rounded training for trainers; industry
organizations and trade groups; books and eBooks; videos; software; websites; successful online
trainers and online education institutions; consultants; and certification organizations.
  coursera business classes: Impacts of Mobile Use and Experience on Contemporary
Society Xu, Xiaoge, 2019-03-22 As a popular and powerful medium, mobile use has increased
significantly across the world. The effects of these communication devices have not only transformed
how we communicate but also how we gather and distribute information in a variety of industries
including healthcare, business, and education. Impacts of Mobile Use and Experience on
Contemporary Society provides cross-disciplinary research that ties together use and experience
examining the transformative influence of mobile technology and how it is reshaping who we are and
what we do. Featuring research that investigates the impacts on both actors and activities with topic
coverage that includes academic application, economic value, and mobile learning, scholars from
different disciplines from all over the world identify the crucial implications behind mobile
technology. Included amongst the targeted audience are educators, policymakers, healthcare
professionals, managers, academicians, researchers, and practitioners.
  coursera business classes: Research Anthology on Business Continuity and Navigating
Times of Crisis Management Association, Information Resources, 2022-01-07 When the COVID-19
pandemic caused a halt in global society, many business leaders found themselves unprepared for
the unprecedented change that swept across industry. Whether the need to shift to remote work or
the inability to safely conduct business during a global pandemic, many businesses struggled in the
transition to the “new normal.” In the wake of the pandemic, these struggles have created
opportunities to study how businesses navigate these times of crisis. The Research Anthology on
Business Continuity and Navigating Times of Crisis discusses the strategies, cases, and research
surrounding business continuity throughout crises such as pandemics. This book analyzes business
operations and the state of the economy during times of crisis and the leadership involved in
recovery. Covering topics such as crisis management, entrepreneurship, and business sustainability,
this four-volume comprehensive major reference work is a valuable resource for managers, CEOs,
business leaders, entrepreneurs, professors and students of higher education, researchers, and



academicians.
  coursera business classes: Photography Business: Step-by-Step Startup Guide The Staff
of Entrepreneur Media, Inc., 2019-10-22 Set up your business for success with the perfect shot. The
experts at Entrepreneur provide a two-part guide to success. First, learn how to turn your talent for
snapping great pictures into a lucrative business. Then, master the fundamentals of business startup
including defining your business structure, funding, staffing, and more. This kit includes: Essential
industry and business-specific startup steps with worksheets, calculators, checklists, and more
Entrepreneur magazine’s Start Your Own Business, a guide to starting any business and surviving
the first three years and beyond Interviews and advice from successful entrepreneurs in the industry
Worksheets, brainstorming sections, and checklists Entrepreneur’s Startup Resource Kit
(downloadable) MORE ABOUT ENTREPRENEUR’S STARTUP RESOURCE KIT Every small business
is unique. Therefore, it’s essential to have tools that are customizable depending on your business’s
needs. That’s why Entrepreneur is also offering you access to our Startup Resource Kit. Get instant
access to thousands of business letters, sales letters, sample documents, and more—all at your
fingertips! You’ll find the following: The Small Business Legal Toolkit When your business dreams go
from idea to reality, you’re suddenly faced with laws and regulations governing nearly every move
you make. Learn how to stay in compliance and protect your business from legal action. In this
essential toolkit, you’ll get answers to the “how do I get started?” questions every business owner
faces along with a thorough understanding of the legal and tax requirements of your business.
Sample Business Letters 1000+ customizable business letters covering each type of written business
communication you’re likely to encounter as you communicate with customers, suppliers, employees,
and others. Plus a complete guide to business communication that covers every question you may
have about developing your own business communication style. Sample Sales Letters The experts at
Entrepreneur have compiled more than 1000 of the most effective sales letters covering
introductions, prospecting, setting up appointments, cover letters, proposal letters, the all-important
follow-up letter, and letters covering all aspects of sales operations to help you make the sale and
generate new customers and huge profits.
  coursera business classes: Paying For College For Dummies Eric Tyson, 2020-04-21
Discover a concrete financial plan to finance a college education Financing a college education is a
daunting task no matter what your circumstances. Bestselling author and personal finance expert,
Eric Tyson offers tried and true strategic advice on how to understand loans, know your options, and
how to improve your financial fitness while paying down your student loan debt. Armed with the
checklists and timelines, you’ll be able to: Figure out what colleges actually cost Get to know the
FAFSA® and CSS Profile(TM) Research scholarship opportunities Quickly compare financial aid
offers from different schools Find creative ways to lighten your debt load Explore alternatives such
as apprenticeships, online programs Paying for College For Dummies helps parents and independent
students navigate everything from planning strategically as a married/separated/divorced/widowed
parent, completing every question on the FAFSA and CSS PROFILE forms, understanding tax laws,
and so much more. No other book offers this much practical guidance on choosing and paying or
college.
  coursera business classes: Full Stack JavaScript Azat Mardan, 2015-12-30 This is a
hands-on book which introduces you to agile JavaScript web and mobile software development using
the latest cutting-edge front-end and back-end technologies including: Node.js, MongoDB,
Backbone.js, Parse.com, Heroku and Windows Azure. Practical examples include building multiple
versions of the Chat app:•jQuery + Parse.com JS REST API•Backbone and Parse.com JS
SDK•Backbone and Node.js•Backbone and Node.js + MongoDB The Chat application has all the
foundation of a typical web/mobile application: fetching data, displaying it, submitting new data.
Other examples in the book are as follows:•jQuery + Twitter RESP API “Tweet Analyzer”•Parse.com
“Save John”•MongoDB “Print Collections”•Backbone.js “Apple Database”•Monk + Express.js “REST
API Server” This bookwill save you many hours by providing a hand-picked and tested collection of
quick start guides. RPJS has practical examples that allow to spend less time learning and more time



building your own applications. Prototype fast and ship code that matters! What You will Learn: You
should expect a basic understanding from a collection of quick start guides, tutorials and
suggestions for the devel0pment apps discussed in this book. In addition to coding examples, the
book covers virtually all setup and deployment step-by-step. You’ll learn from the examples of Chat
web/mobile applications starting with front-end components and by the end we’ll put front-end and
back-end together and deploy to the production environment. Who This Book is For: The typical
programmer who wants to learn more about effective JavaScript coding.
  coursera business classes: Start Your Own Podcast Business The Staff of Entrepreneur Media,
Jason R. Rich, 2021-05-18 TALK YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS Whether you’re a master storyteller,
skilled interviewer, branding genius, or have become passionate about making podcasts, now is the
time to go from hobby to full-time business owner. And with million of listeners ready to discover
your unique offerings it only makes sense to join the wildly popular podcast community.
  coursera business classes: The Remote Worker's Handbook The Staff of Entrepreneur Media,
Jason R. Rich, 2023-03-14 Upgrade your office to anywhere in the world! Remote work offers more
flexibility, autonomy, and freedom in the modern workspace while you continue to climb the
corporate ladder. With top companies like Apple, Amazon, UnitedHealth Group and more adapting
to the hybrid-remote model, you have the power to make your career goals fit your lifestyle. Curate
your ideal home-office or take your life on the road– limitless options, limitless potential. Learn what
it takes to become a successful remote worker, with all the tips of the trade detailed in The Remote
Worker’s Handbook. Jason R. Rich and the experts at Entrepreneur help you build the necessary skill
set to make transitioning to remote work a walk in the park, so you can take that actual walk in the
park. Using this comprehensive guide, you’ll discover: Time-management and collaboration
applications to keep yourself organized The key to adapting your home-office or shared workspace
Tools to navigate the cloud, virtual calendars, and the wide variety of free services available
Software and technology exclusive to the remote worker Experience the freedom and flexibility of
remote work and take your career to the next level with The Remote Worker’s Handbook.
  coursera business classes: How Canadians Communicate VI Charlene Elliott, 2016-03-31 Food
nourishes the body, but our relationship with food extends far beyond our need for survival. Food
choices not only express our personal tastes but also communicate a range of beliefs, values,
affiliations and aspirations—sometimes to the exclusion of others. In the media sphere, the
enormous amount of food-related advice provided by government agencies, advocacy groups, diet
books, and so on compete with efforts on the part of the food industry to sell their product and to
respond to a consumer-driven desire for convenience. As a result, the topic of food has grown
fraught, engendering sometimes acrimonious debates about what we should eat, and why. By
examining topics such as the values embedded in food marketing, the locavore movement, food
tourism, dinner parties, food bank donations, the moral panic surrounding obesity, food crises, and
fears about food safety, the contributors to this volume paint a rich, and sometimes unsettling
portrait of how food is represented, regulated, and consumed in Canada. With chapters from leading
scholars such as Ken Albala, Harvey Levenstein, Stephen Kline and Valerie Tarasuk, the volume also
includes contributions from “food insiders”—bestselling cookbook author and food editor Elizabeth
Baird and veteran restaurant reviewer John Gilchrist. The result is a timely and thought-provoking
look at food as a system of communication through which Canadians articulate cultural identity,
personal values, and social distinction. Contributors include Ken Albala, Elizabeth Baird, Jacqueline
Botterill, Rebecca Carruthers Den Hoed, Catherine Carstairs, Nathalie Cooke, Pierre Desrochers,
Josh Greenberg, Stephen Kline, Jordan Lebel, Harvey Levenstein, Wayne McCready, Irina
Mihalache, Eric Pateman, Rod Phillips, Sheilagh Quaile, Melanie Rock, Paige Schell, and Valerie
Tarasuk.
  coursera business classes: A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF HIGHER EDUCATION
SYSTEM Prof.S.Jeelani, ,
  coursera business classes: Macro-Level Learning through Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOCs): Strategies and Predictions for the Future McKay, Elspeth, Lenarcic, John, 2015-03-31 To



some in academia, Massive Open Online Courses are a paradigm shift in online education, while
others perceive them as a threat to traditional styles of pedagogy. In this regard, the time-honored
model of the university lecture is seen as being a potential casualty of the rise of MOOCs.
Macro-Level Learning through Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs): Strategies and Predictions
for the Future provides insight into the emerging phenomenon of MOOCs as a design manual for the
course designer with a collection of chapters that deal with all facets of the MOOC debate. Industry
training developers, corporate trainers, educators, post graduate students, and others will benefit
from the information provided in this book.
  coursera business classes: How to Get an Online Ivy League Education for Little or No Cost:
Online Education, Classes & One Week MBA James Abbott, 2021-08-03 By now, many know that
MBA programs are too expensive and offer little benefit compared to the huge cost. Not only are
they a waste of money, they also require a huge amount of time investment. Are you someone
looking to get an MBA education but don't want to pay hundreds of thousands of dollars to get it?
Are you looking to save time by getting a real life MBA in as little as a weeks time? Are you looking
to get a real life MBA from the comfort of your own home, never having to leave the couch? If so,
then this book is for you. Some of the topics covered are: - Mini MBA programs - Online courses -
The best programs - How to register - How to start - Free courses - How to set yourself up for
success --> Scroll to the top of the page and click add to cart to purchase instantly <-- Disclaimer:
This author and or rights owner(s) make no claims, promises, or guarantees about the accuracy,
completeness, or adequacy of the contents of this book, and expressly disclaims liability for errors
and omissions in the contents within. This product is for reference use only.
  coursera business classes: Higher Education in the Digital Age William G. Bowen, 2015-01-25
How online learning could help control the exploding cost of higher education Two of the most
visible and important trends in higher education today are its exploding costs and the rapid
expansion of online learning. Could the growth in online courses slow the rising cost of college and
help solve the crisis of affordability? In this short and incisive book, William G. Bowen, one of the
foremost experts on the intersection of education and economics, explains why, despite his earlier
skepticism, he now believes technology has the potential to help rein in costs without negatively
affecting student learning. As a former president of Princeton University, an economist, and author
of many books on education, including the acclaimed bestseller The Shape of the River, Bowen
speaks with unique expertise on the subject. Surveying the dizzying array of new technology-based
teaching and learning initiatives, including the highly publicized emergence of massive open online
courses (MOOCs), Bowen argues that such technologies could transform traditional higher
education—allowing it at last to curb rising costs by increasing productivity, while preserving quality
and protecting core values. But the challenges, which are organizational and philosophical as much
as technological, are daunting. They include providing hard evidence of whether online education is
cost-effective in various settings, rethinking the governance and decision-making structures of
higher education, and developing customizable technological platforms. Yet, Bowen remains
optimistic that the potential payoff is great. Based on the 2012 Tanner Lectures on Human Values,
delivered at Stanford University, the book includes responses from Stanford president John
Hennessy, Harvard University psychologist Howard Gardner, Columbia University literature
professor Andrew Delbanco, and Coursera cofounder Daphne Koller.
  coursera business classes: The War on Learning Elizabeth Losh, 2024-02-06 An examination
of technology-based education initiatives—from MOOCs to virtual worlds—that argues against
treating education as a product rather than a process. Behind the lectern stands the professor,
deploying course management systems, online quizzes, wireless clickers, PowerPoint slides,
podcasts, and plagiarism-detection software. In the seats are the students, armed with smartphones,
laptops, tablets, music players, and social networking. Although these two forces seem poised to do
battle with each other, they are really both taking part in a war on learning itself. In this book,
Elizabeth Losh examines current efforts to “reform” higher education by applying technological
solutions to problems in teaching and learning. She finds that many of these initiatives fail because



they treat education as a product rather than a process. Highly touted schemes—video games for the
classroom, for example, or the distribution of iPads—let students down because they promote
consumption rather than intellectual development. Losh analyzes recent trends in postsecondary
education and the rhetoric around them, often drawing on first-person accounts. In an effort to
identify educational technologies that might actually work, she looks at strategies including MOOCs
(massive open online courses), the gamification of subject matter, remix pedagogy, video lectures
(from Randy Pausch to “the Baked Professor”), and educational virtual worlds. Finally, Losh outlines
six basic principles of digital learning and describes several successful university-based initiatives.
Her book will be essential reading for campus decision makers—and for anyone who cares about
education and technology.
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