cognos business intelligence

cognos business intelligence is a comprehensive suite of tools designed to
enable organizations to leverage their data for improved decision-making. As
businesses increasingly rely on data to drive strategies, Cognos stands out
as a powerful solution that supports reporting, analytics, and dashboarding
capabilities. This article will delve into the core features and benefits of
Cognos Business Intelligence, explore its components, discuss implementation
strategies, and highlight best practices for maximizing its potential. By
understanding how to effectively utilize Cognos, organizations can enhance
their business intelligence capabilities and drive data-informed decisions.
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What 1is Cognos Business Intelligence?

Cognos Business Intelligence is an integrated business intelligence suite
developed by IBM that enables users to create reports, analyze data, and
visualize information in a meaningful way. Designed for both technical and
non-technical users, Cognos BI facilitates data-driven decision-making across
various organizational levels. It combines data from multiple sources,
allowing users to generate insights that are crucial for strategic planning
and operational efficiency.

The core purpose of Cognos BI is to transform raw data into actionable
intelligence, enabling businesses to monitor performance, identify trends,
and make informed decisions. This can lead to enhanced productivity,
optimized processes, and a better understanding of customer needs and market
dynamics.



Key Features of Cognos Business Intelligence

Cognos Business Intelligence is known for its robust features that cater to a
diverse range of analytical needs. Some of the key features include:

* Report Generation: Users can create detailed reports quickly and
efficiently, allowing for customized insights tailored to specific
business requirements.

e Data Visualization: Cognos provides powerful visualization tools that
help in presenting data in graphs, charts, and dashboards, making
complex information more accessible.

e Ad-Hoc Analysis: Non-technical users can perform ad-hoc queries and
analysis without needing extensive technical knowledge, promoting a
data-driven culture across the organization.

e Integration Capabilities: Cognos can integrate with various data
sources, including relational databases, spreadsheets, and cloud-based
systems, enabling a comprehensive view of data.

e Collaboration Tools: The platform allows teams to collaborate on reports
and dashboards, fostering a shared understanding of data insights.

These features collectively empower organizations to harness their data
effectively, leading to improved operational efficiency and strategic
advantage.

Cognos Components Overview

The Cognos Business Intelligence suite is composed of several key components,
each serving a distinct purpose in the data analysis process. Understanding
these components helps organizations leverage Cognos more effectively.

Cognos Analytics

Cognos Analytics is the central component of the suite, providing users with
powerful tools for data exploration, visualization, and reporting. It enables
users to create interactive dashboards that allow for real-time data analysis
and sharing of insights across the organization.

Cognos Framework Manager

This component is essential for data modeling and packaging. Framework
Manager allows users to create a semantic layer that simplifies complex data
structures, making it easier for end-users to query and report on data.



Cognos Report Studio

Report Studio is a professional tool that enables the creation of
sophisticated reports with advanced formatting and layout options. It is
designed for users who need to produce detailed, high-quality reports.

Cognos Dashboarding

Cognos offers dashboarding capabilities that allow users to create at-a-
glance views of key performance indicators (KPIs). These dashboards can be
customized to meet specific business needs and can include a variety of
visual elements such as charts and graphs.

Implementing Cognos Business Intelligence

Successful implementation of Cognos Business Intelligence requires careful
planning and execution. Organizations should consider the following steps for
an effective deployment:

1. Define Objectives: Clearly outline the goals and objectives of
implementing Cognos BI to align it with the organization's strategic
vision.

2. Assess Data Sources: Identify and evaluate the data sources that will be
integrated into Cognos to ensure comprehensive data availability for
analysis.

3. Establish Governance: Implement data governance policies to ensure data
quality, security, and compliance throughout the organization.

4. Train Users: Provide training sessions for users at all levels to ensure
they are comfortable using Cognos tools and can effectively leverage its
features.

5. Monitor and Optimize: Continuously monitor the performance of Cognos BI
and gather feedback to optimize its usage and enhance user experience.

By following these steps, organizations can effectively implement Cognos
Business Intelligence and maximize its potential to drive business insights.

Best Practices for Using Cognos

To fully utilize the capabilities of Cognos Business Intelligence,
organizations should adhere to several best practices that enhance
performance and user engagement.



e Regularly Update Data: Ensure that data is refreshed regularly to
provide users with the most up-to-date information for decision-making.

e Utilize Templates: Create standardized report templates to maintain
consistency and save time when generating reports.

* Encourage Collaboration: Foster a culture of collaboration by
encouraging team members to share insights and reports within the Cognos
environment.

e Leverage Self-Service Features: Empower users to explore data
independently by utilizing the self-service capabilities of Cognos,
reducing reliance on IT for reporting needs.

e Evaluate Performance Metrics: Regularly assess the effectiveness of
reports and dashboards by evaluating performance metrics to ensure they
are meeting business objectives.

Implementing these best practices will not only enhance the effectiveness of
Cognos Business Intelligence but also contribute to a more informed and agile
organization.

Conclusion

Cognos Business Intelligence offers organizations a powerful suite of tools
for data analysis and reporting, enabling data-driven decision-making. With
its comprehensive features, robust components, and best practices for
implementation and usage, Cognos empowers businesses to turn their data into
actionable insights. By understanding and leveraging the capabilities of
Cognos, organizations can enhance their operational efficiency, improve
strategic planning, and gain a competitive edge in today's data-driven
landscape.

Q: What types of organizations can benefit from
Cognos Business Intelligence?

A: Cognos Business Intelligence is suitable for organizations of all sizes
and across various industries, including finance, healthcare, retail, and
manufacturing. Any organization that relies on data for decision-making can
benefit from its robust reporting and analytics capabilities.

Q: How does Cognos support data visualization?

A: Cognos provides advanced data visualization tools that allow users to
create interactive dashboards and reports. These visualizations help present
data in a clear and engaging manner, making it easier to identify trends and



insights.

Q: Can non-technical users operate Cognos Business
Intelligence?

A: Yes, Cognos is designed with user-friendliness in mind, enabling non-
technical users to perform ad-hoc analysis and generate reports without
extensive technical knowledge. This democratizes access to data within
organizations.

Q: What are the integration capabilities of Cognos?

A: Cognos can integrate with various data sources, including relational
databases, spreadsheets, and cloud-based platforms. This flexibility allows
organizations to consolidate data from multiple systems for comprehensive
analysis.

Q: What training is available for Cognos users?

A: IBM provides various training resources for Cognos users, including online
courses, documentation, and community forums. Organizations can also conduct
internal training sessions to enhance user proficiency.

Q: How can organizations ensure data quality in
Cognos?

A: Organizations can ensure data quality in Cognos by implementing data
governance policies, regularly updating data sources, and conducting data
validation checks before analysis.

Q: Is Cognos Business Intelligence scalable?

A: Yes, Cognos is highly scalable, making it suitable for organizations
ranging from small businesses to large enterprises. It can handle increasing
data volumes and user demands as organizations grow.

Q: What types of reports can be generated using
Cognos?

A: Cognos allows users to generate a wide variety of reports, including
operational reports, financial reports, regulatory reports, and customized
reports tailored to specific business needs.



Q: How does Cognos enhance collaboration among
teams?

A: Cognos enhances collaboration by allowing team members to share reports
and dashboards within the platform. Users can provide comments and
annotations, fostering a collaborative environment for data analysis.

Q: What is the role of Framework Manager in Cognos
BI?

A: Framework Manager is a key component of Cognos that allows users to create
a semantic layer for data modeling. It simplifies the complexity of data
structures, making it easier for end-users to access and report on data.
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IBM Cognos feature, including brand-new innovations such as Active Reports and the new IBM
Cognos Workspace report consumption environment. She concludes by walking you through
successfully planning and implementing an integrated business intelligence solution using IBM’s
best-practice methodologies. The first and only guide of its kind, IBM Cognos Business Intelligence
v10 offers expert insights for BI designers, architects, developers, administrators, project managers,
nontechnical end-users, and partners throughout all areas of the business—from sales and
marketing to operations and lines of business. If you're pursuing official IBM Cognos certification,
you’ll also find Cognos certification sample questions and information to help you with the
certification process. Coverage Includes * Understanding IBM Cognos BI’s components and open,
extensible architecture « Working with IBM Cognos key “studio” tools: Analysis Studio, Query
Studio, Report Studio, and Event Studio * Developing and managing powerful reports that draw on
the rich capabilities of IBM Cognos Workspace and Workspace Advanced ¢ Designing Star Schema
databases and metadata models to answer the questions your organization cares about most ¢
Efficiently maintaining and systematically securing IBM Cognos BI environments and their objects ¢
Using IBM Cognos Connection as your single point of entry to all corporate data ¢ Building
interactive, easy-to-manage Active Reports for casual business users ¢ Using new IBM Cognos BI
v10.1 Dynamic Query Mode (DQM) to improve performance with complex heterogeneous data
Identifying, exploring, and exploiting hidden data relationships ¢ Creating quick ad hoc queries that
deliver fast answers ¢ Establishing user and administrator roles
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understand and react quickly to information. In addition, the complexity and volumes of data for all
aspects of the environments in which organizations operate is increasing. Markets, regulatory
environments, customer and supplier data, competitive information, and internal operational
information all impact how data is viewed and interpreted. With a capable and efficient business
intelligence (BI) solution, all levels of an organization can receive information how, when, and where
they need it to make faster and better aligned decisions. Every user can have access to all the
capabilities of the BI solution, and often organizations can determine a user's business need to
access information using typical characteristics that are defined by that user's role. Many
organizations often satisfy this complexity and these diverse demands with a number of point
solutions. With IBM® Cognos® Business Intelligence (BI), you can satisfy needs throughout the user
community and ensure that everyone can work and collaborate from a consistent set of data. In
addition, IT is simplified with fewer components to deploy, manage, and maintain. Organizations
need to make the most of a workforce that is increasingly driven to multi-task, network, and
collaborate. IBM Cognos BI delivers analytics that everyone in the organization can use to answer
key business questions. This IBM RedguideTM publication highlights features of IBM Cognos BI
version 10.1.
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Dan Volitich, 2008-05-31 The Only Authorized Guide to IBM Cognos 8 Business Intelligence Develop,
deploy, and maintain a complete BI solution across your enterprise. IBM Cognos 8 Business
Intelligence: The Official Guide shows you how to take full advantage of the robust service-oriented
architecture and simplified role-based user interfaces. Learn how to create, share, and analyze
data-rich reports that lead to increased productivity and better business decisions. Featuring
real-world insight and expert tips, this is a must-have guide for IBM Cognos 8 Business Intelligence
users of all levels, from administrators to end users. Measure and monitor performance using
dashboards and scorecards Assign user roles and privileges Provide complete and consistent access
to a broad range of data sources via Cognos Connection Use Cognos 8 Go! to extend BI to Office
applications, mobile devices, and search engines Enable business users to create reports with Query
Studio Develop new insights by exploring data in multiple dimensions and perspectives with Analysis
Studio Build Dimensional Reports with Report Studio Use Event Studio to identify and deliver
mission-critical information Create, modify, organize, and publish a model from Cognos Framework



Manager Implement sound security measures Take advantage of the management tools in Cognos
Administration to ensure maximum reliability and availability
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Cushing, MaryAlice Campbell, Avery Hagleitner, IBM Redbooks, 2015-11-27 With IBM® Cognos®
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data, without being forced to rely on a new data-warehousing appliance. With this capability, which
adds a new level of query intelligence, you can unleash the power of your large enterprise data
warehouse.
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who uses Framework Manager to build packages, but wants to expand their knowledge even further.
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Browne, Brecht Desmeijter, Rodrigo Dumont, Armin Kamal, John Leahy, Scott Masson, Ksenija
Rusak, Shinsuke Yamamoto, Martin Keen, 2010 IBM® Cognos® Business Intelligence (BI) helps
organizations meet strategic objectives and provides real value for the business by delivering the
information everyone needs while also reducing the burden on IT. This IBM Redbooks® publication
addresses IBM Cognos Business Intelligence V10.1. You can use this book to: - Understand core
features of IBM Cognos BI V10.1 - Realize the full potential of IBM Cognos BI - Learn by example
with practical scenarios This book uses a fictional business scenario to demonstrate the power of
IBM Cognos BI. The book is primarily focused on the roles of Advanced Business User, Professional
Report Author, Modeler, Administrator, and IT Architect.
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Cookbook Ankit Garg, 2012-07-20 Create custom dashboards and share using IBM Cognos BI 10.1

cognos business intelligence: IBM Cognos Business Intelligence Complete Self-Assessment
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IBM Cognos Business Intelligence processes? Meeting the challenge: are missed IBM Cognos
Business Intelligence opportunities costing us money? How much are sponsors, customers, partners,
stakeholders involved in IBM Cognos Business Intelligence? In other words, what are the risks, if
IBM Cognos Business Intelligence does not deliver successfully? When a IBM Cognos Business
Intelligence manager recognizes a problem, what options are available? What other organizational
variables, such as reward systems or communication systems, affect the performance of this IBM
Cognos Business Intelligence process? Defining, designing, creating, and implementing a process to
solve a challenge or meet an objective is the most valuable role... In EVERY group, company,
organization and department. Unless you are talking a one-time, single-use project, there should be
a process. Whether that process is managed and implemented by humans, Al, or a combination of
the two, it needs to be designed by someone with a complex enough perspective to ask the right
questions. Someone capable of asking the right questions and step back and say, 'What are we really
trying to accomplish here? And is there a different way to look at it?' This Self-Assessment empowers
people to do just that - whether their title is entrepreneur, manager, consultant, (Vice-)President,
CxO etc... - they are the people who rule the future. They are the person who asks the right
questions to make IBM Cognos Business Intelligence investments work better. This IBM Cognos
Business Intelligence All-Inclusive Self-Assessment enables You to be that person. All the tools you
need to an in-depth IBM Cognos Business Intelligence Self-Assessment. Featuring 702 new and
updated case-based questions, organized into seven core areas of process design, this



Self-Assessment will help you identify areas in which IBM Cognos Business Intelligence
improvements can be made. In using the questions you will be better able to: - diagnose IBM Cognos
Business Intelligence projects, initiatives, organizations, businesses and processes using accepted
diagnostic standards and practices - implement evidence-based best practice strategies aligned with
overall goals - integrate recent advances in IBM Cognos Business Intelligence and process design
strategies into practice according to best practice guidelines Using a Self-Assessment tool known as
the IBM Cognos Business Intelligence Scorecard, you will develop a clear picture of which IBM
Cognos Business Intelligence areas need attention. Your purchase includes access details to the IBM
Cognos Business Intelligence self-assessment dashboard download which gives you your dynamically
prioritized projects-ready tool and shows your organization exactly what to do next. You will receive
the following contents with New and Updated specific criteria: - The latest quick edition of the book
in PDF - The latest complete edition of the book in PDF, which criteria correspond to the criteria in...
- The Self-Assessment Excel Dashboard, and... - Example pre-filled Self-Assessment Excel Dashboard
to get familiar with results generation ...plus an extra, special, resource that helps you with project
managing. INCLUDES LIFETIME SELF ASSESSMENT UPDATES Every self assessment comes with
Lifetime Updates and Lifetime Free Updated Books. Lifetime Updates is an industry-first feature
which allows you to receive verified self assessment updates, ensuring you always have the most
accurate information at your fingertips.

cognos business intelligence: IBM Business Analytics and Cloud Computing Anant Jhingran,
Stephan Jou, William Lee, Thanh Pham, Biraj Saha, 2010-11 Business intelligence and analytics
software enable businesses to analyze performance data in order to make better decisions through
the use of cloud computing--an Internet-based model for convenient, on-demand network access to a
shared pool of configurable computing resources. This book is a practitioner's guide for successful
evaluation and design for implementation of Cognos Business Intelligence cloud solution, for either
Cognos 8 BI or Cognos Business Intelligence Version 10. With pragmatic and practical information
about the best practices and guidelines, as well as specific software and configuration steps, this
guide for solutions and IT architects includes detailed screen shots, code samples, and input
instructions.

cognos business intelligence: IBM Cognos 8 Business Intelligence Dan Volitich, 2009

cognos business intelligence: IBM Cognos Business Intelligence 10.1 Dashboarding Cookbook
Ankit Garg, 2012 This book is written in the style of a cookbook, with emphasis on practical,
step-by-step recipes augmented with real screenshots and little to no theory. This approach will help
you follow each step, each link, and see the bigger picture,If you are a user with basic knowledge of
Cognos BI (any version) and want to learn the advanced and latest dashboarding capabilities
shipped with IBM Cognos BI, this book is for you.

cognos business intelligence: Solving Operational Business Intelligence with InfoSphere
Warehouse Advanced Edition Whei-Jen Chen, Pat Bates, Timothy Donovan, Garrett Fitzsimons, Jon
Lind, Rogerio Silva, IBM Redbooks, 2012-10-02 IBM® InfoSphere® Warehouse is the IBM flagship
data warehouse platform for departmental data marts and enterprise data warehouses. It offers
leading architecture, performance, backup, and recovery tools that help improve efficiency and
reduce time to market through increased understanding of current data assets, while simplifying the
daily operations of managing complex warehouse deployments. InfoSphere Warehouse Advanced
Enterprise Edition delivers an enhanced set of database performance, management, and design
tools. These tools assist companies in maintaining and increasing value from their warehouses, while
helping to reduce the total cost of maintaining these complex environments. In this IBM Redbooks®
publication we explain how you can build a business intelligence system with InfoSphere Warehouse
Advanced Enterprise to manage and support daily business operations for an enterprise, to generate
more income with lower cost. We describe the foundation of the business analytics, the Data
Warehouse features and functions, and the solutions that can deliver immediate analytics solutions
and help you drive better business outcomes. We show you how to use the advanced analytics of
InfoSphere Warehouse Advanced Enterprise Edition and integrated tools for data modeling, mining,




text analytics, and identifying and meeting the data latency requirements. We describe how the
performance and storage optimization features can make building and managing a large data
warehouse more affordable, and how they can help significantly reduce the cost of ownership. We
also cover data lifecycle management and the key features of IBM Cognos® Business Intelligence.
This book is intended for data warehouse professionals who are interested in gaining in-depth
knowledge about the operational business intelligence solution for a data warehouse that the IBM
InfoSphere Warehouse Advanced Enterprise Edition offers.

cognos business intelligence: Virtualized Business Intelligence with InfoSphere
Warehouse Adriana Carvajal, Thomas Chong, IBM Redbooks, 2012-10-05 With the benefit of
advanced analytics such as online analytical processing (OLAP), data mining, and text analytics, the
IBM® InfoSphere® Warehouse Enterprise Edition brings sophisticated business intelligence (BI) to
warehouse users. InfoSphere Warehouse allows you to run extreme concurrent query volumes that
can help answer questions for all types of business users, while consistently meeting service level
requirements. Combined with a virtualization platform and a solid BI solution, such as IBM
Cognos®, you can deliver BI cloud services with improved flexibility and speed to your clients,
thereby presenting a new avenue for which your services can be offered. This IBM Redbooks®
publication discusses the deployment of a Bl cloud solution. It includes details such as
understanding the architecture of a cloud, planning implementation, integrating various software
components, and understanding the preferred practices of running a cloud deployment. Essentially,
this book can be used as a guide by anyone who is interested in deploying a virtualized environment
for a BI cloud solution.

cognos business intelligence: Cognition-Driven Decision Support for Business
Intelligence Li Niu, Jie Lu, Guangquan Zhang, 2009-09-14 Cognition-driven decision support
system (DSS) has been recognized as a paradigm in the research and development of business
intelligence (BI). Cognitive decision support aims to help managers in their decision making from
human cognitive aspects, such as thinking, sensing, understanding and predicting, and fully reuse
their experience. Among these cognitive aspects, decision makers’ situation awareness (SA) and
mental models are considered to be two important prerequisites for decision making, particularly in
ill-structured and dynamic decision situations with uncertainties, time pressure and high personal
stake. In today’s business domain, decision making is becoming increasingly complex. To make a
successful decision, managers’ SA about their business environments becomes a critical factor. This
book presents theoretical models as well practical techniques of cognitiondriven DSS. It first
introduces some important concepts of cognition orientation in decision making process and some
techniques in related research areas including DSS, data warehouse and BI, offering readers a
preliminary for moving forward in this book. It then proposes a cognition-driven decision process
(CDDP) model which incorporates SA and experience (mental models) as its central components.
The goal of the CDDP model is to facilitate cognitive decision support to managers on the basis of BI
systems. It also presents relevant techniques developed to support the implementation of the CDDP
model in a Bl environment. Key issues addressed of a typical business decision cycle in the CDDP
model include: natural language interface for a manager’s SA input, extraction of SA semantics,
construction of data warehouse queries based on the manger’s SA and experience, situation
information retrieval from data warehouse, how the manager perceives situation information and
update SA, how the manager’s SA leads to a final decision. Finally, a cognition-driven DSS, FACETS,
and two illustrative applications of this system are discussed.

cognos business intelligence: Cognos Inc. : Turning Data Into Business Intelligence
(CSN - C$58.00, COGN - US$37.56) Beck, David, RBC Dominion Securities Inc, 2000

cognos business intelligence: Installation, Upgrade, and Configuration of IBM Cognos
Analytics Alan Bluck, 2021-11-15 An end-to-end guide for IBM implementation partners and solution
providers. KEY FEATURES @ Detailed step-by-step IBM Software installation and configuration that
saves time for installing and configuring computers. @ Designed for students, IT consultants,
systems and solution architects, data analysts, and developers. @ Unique solution documentation for



running Cognos configuration designed for banks, financial services, and insurance companies.
DESCRIPTION This book shows how to install IBM Cognos Analytics software and related systems
on RedHat Enterprise Linux 8.0, IBM Cloud, IBM Cloud Private (Community Edition), and Windows
10. It includes step-by-step instructions for downloading and installing IBM Cognos Analytics. It also
includes numerous examples of setups and updates to analyze the OLAP database utilized by the
IBM Case Manager. The initial chapters discuss the installation of IBM Information Management
Products. The reader will know the URLs of the downloading sites, the product codes, descriptions,
sizes, and the names of each software downloaded to the gzip tar file. It includes setting up RHEL
8.0 Linux OS and using the Docker system for installation on IBM Cloud PAK servers, RedHat
Openshift clusters, and IBM Cloud Private. The IBM Cognos installation contains versions 11.1.1
through 11.4.0 on RedHat Linux 8.0 and Windows 10. The book includes the usage of the IBM
Cognos Analytics 11.1 R4 Dynamic Cube Datastore and the 11.1 R4 Cube Designer for the report
and dashboard. Additionally, the book includes constructing the essential Zlib library from the C
language source download, its compilation, and linking. WHAT YOU WILL LEARN @ Detailed
step-by-step instructions for installing IBM Cognos Analytics. @ Installation on Windows 10, RedHat
Enterprise Linux 8.0, IBM Cloud, and IBM Cloud Private (CE). @ Downloading, compiling, and
linking the necessary zlib library on Linux. @ Connecting to the CASTORE database using an
example of Cognos Analytics configuration. @ Creating OLAP Cubes for IBM Case Manager
dashboard reports. WHO THIS BOOK IS FOR This book is for IT consultants, architects for systems
and solutions, data analysts, and data analytics solution developers. All the examples in the book are
based on Unix/Windows and web-based tool basic knowledge. TABLE OF CONTENTS 1. Getting
Started with IBM Resources for Cognos 2. IBM Cloud PAK Systems 3. RedHat OpenShift 4.x
Installations 4. IBM Cloud Private Cluster systems 5. IBM Cognos Analytics 11. On RHEL 8.0 6. IBM
Cognos Analytics 11. On Windows 10.0 7. IBM Cognos Analytics 11 on RHEL 8.0 Linux Fix for Zlib

cognos business intelligence: IBM Cognos Dynamic Query Nigel Campbell, Henk Cazemier,
Robert Hatfield, Martin Petitclerc, Glen Seeds, Jason Tavoularis, IBM Redbooks, 2013-09-12 This
IBM® Redbooks® publication explains how IBM Cognos® Business Intelligence (BI) administrators,
authors, modelers, and power users can use the dynamic query layer effectively. It provides
guidance for determining which technology within the dynamic query layer can best satisfy your
business requirements. Administrators can learn how to tune the query service effectively and
preferred practices for managing their business intelligence content. This book includes information
about metadata modeling of relational data sources with IBM Cognos Framework Manager. It
includes considerations that can help you author high-performing applications that satisfy analytical
requirements of users. This book provides guidance for troubleshooting issues related to the
dynamic query layer of Cognos BI. Related documents: Solution Guide : Big Data Analytics with IBM
Cognos BI Dynamic Query Blog post : IBM Cognos Dynamic Query Extensibility
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